
[image: ]
International Politics: A Game of Inches 			    
The Effect of International Sporting Event Hosting on Identity Politics within the International Society. An English School Theoretical Framework.





Abstract:
This thesis investigates the role of identity politics in the relation between hosting international sport events and international relations. In order to formulate a theoretical mechanism for this, this thesis adopts the English School discipline. International sporting events are hypothesised to be useful for states, as they can use the platform to create and alter their status and identity within the international system. The thesis will analyse 3 case studies by subjecting them to the formulated 3C paradigm. The research results of the analysis shows a strong plausibility that the formulated 3c paradigm accurately represents state consideration during the hosting of international events. In conclusion, sporting events have strategic use for states in IR, as they are used to change the status of a state and interact with the international society, 
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1.  Introduction
  
International sporting events such as the Olympic Games and the FIFA World Cup are the most fun way a state can throw years of tax revenue down the drain. These types of events require years of preparation, billions of dollars in investments, and an extensive bureaucratic body to keep track of all these proceedings. These are incredible costs and efforts connected to such ventures, considering that these events are only active for a very short time. Then, after years of planning, the event finally arrives. In this period the organising state is fixated on sports and international competition is at an all-time high. The country overflows with different cultures from all around the world, supporting their national squads or favourite athletes. Supporters are painting their faces, waving their flags and chanting songs of encouragement and celebration. For a while, it seems like multiculturalism has reached its peak: International relations are manifested solely through the performances of these national representatives. However, this melting pot of cultures was never intended to last. After the celebration of international athletic competition, things will return to normal. All supporters leave, as do the competitors. Only the host remains, with pride knowing it has successfully hosted this great gathering. Well, that and millions worth of sports facilities and infrastructure that are now without a purpose.

The allure of international sporting events is certainly enticing to many within the international population. These events do enjoy a certain international standing, and most if not all young athletes have at one point dreamed of performing on such a renowned stage. However, the hosting of great international sporting events requires a high level of state commitment. Such a serious investment can make the benefits for states of hosting such an event puzzling (Downie, 2014). Additionally, there is the issue of the allocation of the remains of the event, after it has taken place. Stadiums, training as well as hosting facilities all fulfill highly specific tasks. Once this task is completed it can be challenging to find alternative uses for these facilities. Due to this feature, host states are often left with an awkward situation of sunken costs. (Davis, 2020). The burden of hosting international sport events is clearly apparent, while the gains remain obscure. 

And yet, hosting sport events remains a very popular undertaking that is widely sought after by many states. States historically are very eager to obtain the privilege to host an international sporting event, High level lobbying and competing are involved to obtain these rights. Highly regarded organisations such as FIFA and the Olympic Games committee have installed a system in which states and cities can pitch their offers for hosting these events (FIFA, 2020: International Olympic Committee, 2015). States will make ambitious promises, often stating their plans for the event will surpass all previous efforts. This has repeatedly led to financial problems in the actual execution on many occasions (Morgan,2019). The desire that states have to host such occasions is even further visible when one includes the numerous reports of ethically questionable advances made by states to officials within the deciding organs of both the World Cup and the Olympics respectfully (Esposito, 2016). As depicted before, there seems to be no shortage of enthusiasm by countries for hosting these events. This can be confusing to some disciplines. Especially in economic terms it has been established that total revenue of these events is almost always outweighed by the total costs (McBride, 2018). 

1.1 Research question

In order to further clarify the practical use of sport diplomacy, especially with regards to its utility in international relations, the leading research question of this thesis will be twofold:

1. Why do states host international sporting events?

2. How do states use these international sporting events to attain their goals 

Political science has traditionally tried to formulate an explanation by linking the concept of international sporting events to the attainment of ‘soft power’. Soft power relates to non-tangible power, which is inclined towards power through persuasion and charisma, rather than through brute coercive force (Nye, 2008). It is generally argued that soft power can aid states significantly in exercising their foreign policy within international relations.
However, soft power is generally explained as an attractive goal to pursue in itself, instead of it being a tool for states to use. The traditional explanation of soft power is particularly vague in terms of the process in which it is converted to power, as well as how this power is supposed to function as a goal. The traditional understanding of soft power has shown the potential of the theoretical relation between hosting sporting events and utility. However, the soft power paradigm itself has not been able to provide a sound theoretical explanation for the consistent popularity of these events. Many questions remain about the way the theorised utility derived from these hostings exert themselves, as well as how they function in terms of a paradigm. It is as such that this thesis moves away from the soft power paradigm, in order to formulate an alternative theoretical explanation to answer these remaining questions. This thesis makes an effort to formulate an alternative paradigm, that is able to account for the prevalence and popularity of hosting international sporting events.

1.2 Relevance 

In terms of the scientific relevance, this thesis offers an alternative perspective on the more traditional soft power lens on state behaviour. Additionally, this thesis will increase the academic legitimacy of the concept of sports diplomacy, which has been systematically underlooked and written off as being niche. It will deepen the current understanding of how international relations are practiced outside of their traditional stages, and legitimise the role of sports as a significant factor in international status theory.

As for societal relevance, research regarding the utility gained from hosting events, allows to generate more understanding about how states come to certain decisions regarding the hosting of these events. Currently the decision to host such events is frequently met by local protests, claiming that such resources are better allocated in local societies (Watts, 2014). With this research there will be a broader understanding of the decision to host sport events. An explanation derived from the IR discipline, which goes past the economical aspect, can aid in a better understanding of why states act in seemingly irrational ways.

1.3 Research Design

To answer the questions central to this thesis, this thesis will first explore the current literature knowledge regarding the utility of sports diplomacy, after which an unique theoretical understanding of the use of sporting events within IR will be formulated. In order to achieve this and present it in a comprehensible way, this thesis is set up as follows: 

In the Theoretical Framework, status quo understandings of event hosting from economic and soft power perspectives will be weighed in the form of a literature review. This will offer a more in-depth perspective of the current understanding of power attainment in IR. During this process it will be elucidated in what areas current explanations about the phenomenon of international sporting event hosting fall short. After identifying and setting apart current flaws, This thesis will introduce a new literature, namely the English School. Upon introducing the English school framework, it’s main theoretical views on IR will be examined, explaining how the English school believes world politics function. This thesis will largely adopt the English schools premises, and continue to build upon it.

Based on the adopted English school understanding of the international society, this thesis will then formulate its own theoretical paradigm. The paradigm adopts the English conviction that status is the deciding factor determining a state's power and influence on world politics, and that states compete for status in order to gain better rankings. Based on this school of thought, this thesis then theorises that states use international sporting events to gain status and interact on the international societal stage. International sporting events are so sought after by states, because they allow states to adopt a set of strategies in which they can use these events to compete for higher status ranking. The set of ways in which international sporting events are used will be introduced as the 3C paradigm. In the 3C paradigm, this thesis formulates an exhaustive division of strategy that states can implement during their hosting, in pursuit to gain status in the international society.

In the Operationalisation chapter, the thesis will provide an operationalisation of the identified 3C paradigm, in order to provide clear information with regards to the boundaries between the different strategies. Additionally, the thesis will justify its methodological choices in terms of what type of qualitative research has been opted for. In a similar effort, the thesis will justify why the specific cases analyzed within this thesis have been selected. In this thesis, the theory building process will be facilitated by a plausibility probe case study analysis, analyzing three case studies. These cases include the 2010 World Cup in South Africa, the 2018 World Cup in Russia and the 2008 Olympics in Beijing. 

In the Analysis chapter, The obtained information found for each individual case, will be thoroughly analyzed and reviewed. Based on the findings, each of the analyzed cases will be classified in one or multiple divisions of the 3C paradigm. By reviewing the inferences made within each case,  the applicability of the 3C paradigm is tested as a whole. Thus, by testing the paradigm on the cases, the thesis aims to provide legitimacy for its theory-building process. We will be able to review if and how our hypothesised division of hosting strategies directed to the international society was accurately theorised. 

Finally, in the conclusion we will discuss the results of our analysis, and how the cases implemented in this thesis affect the prospected legitimacy of our theoretical understanding. Following this, we will contemplate whether our formulated theoretical understanding of the international societal system can be considered as having a strong enough case to be seen as feasible. And lastly, assuming our theoretical paradigm offers a feasible understanding of the relation between international society and international sporting events, I’ll try to answer the research questions posed at the start of the thesis, based on the results we obtained from our analysis.































2. Theoretical Framework

As has been previously depicted, states are willing to go to extreme lengths to secure the rights of hosting international sporting events. Despite the obvious financial investments, states apparently value hosting international sporting events to such an extent that they are willing to actively compete for it. This development has raised eyebrows within scientific circles, which has led to considerable research among multiple disciplines. These disciplines all try to answer the research question central to this thesis: Why do states want to host international sporting events.

2.1 Economical merit theoretics

One traditionally popular string of reasoning is that states also gain economically from hosting such events (Maennig, 2017; Li & Jago, 2013). In more financially underlined discipline, efforts to derive a numeral logic for the desire to host international sports events have been plentiful.  Economists have argued that hosting international events has a positive effect on many sectors of the host state’s economy. Beyond the obvious revenue  that tourists bring in through tickets, hotels, merchandise and what not, there is also an expected increase of public spending and export from local products. It has also been argued that the economic window that is created by sports events is significantly longer than the duration of the event itself (Gratton, Dobson & Shibli, 2000). Therefore economists can make arguments that several long term positive economic effects can also be ascribed to the hosting of international sporting events. However, it is still generally accepted that the hosting of such events is eventually not a profitable endeavor for states (Sterken, 2006; Baumann & Matheson, 2013). While sporting events can cause positive long-term shifts in tourism, these projected incomes are not enough to fully counterbalance the investment cost required for the host destination (Solberg & Holger, 2007)
Furthermore there is also significant social critique on such financial based rhetoric. Especially within regions that are less affluent, the decision of their state government to invest in such events is often not well received (Rueda, 2013). Compelling arguments are presented which claim that the host state could reap comparable if not better results long term, if it would invest the capital required to host international sports events, into education or the job market. Furthermore, this way such investments would benefit the overall population of the state, instead of just a single market, often being tourism. This clarifies that economic considerations made in a vacuum are in practice highly dependent on outside perception and ethical considerations (Mitra,2015). In short, in terms of economic benefit the hosting of events like these seemingly does not bring nearly enough merit to fully explain the competition for the right of hosting. Assuming states are themselves aware of the negative sum outcome, the remaining  interest in hosting sport events such as the World Cup is realistically not derived from a perspective of raw economic numbers. From this perspective there must be alternative advantageous factors to hosting such events that states consider to be sufficiently desirable. 

2.2 Domestic political logic: A double edged sword

Another method of reasoning that can be found within the theoretics of hosting sporting events, is its effect on domestic levels. While such events are inherently combined with an international character, the events themselves are more often hosted by a singular state or city. It therefore remains important to hold sight of the reaction these entities and their population have on hosting such events. In terms of the political entity’s relation with its population, the effects of announcing hosting an event appears to lead to different reactions. On the one hand, there are multiple reports of negative reactions from the community of the state or city that put the idea out to host an event. As previously touched on in the dismissal of the economic gain argument, societal groupings tend to question a state’s or city’s desire to host international events. There have been multiple occasions where political entities have opted out of hosting international events, based on communal rejection (BBC,2015; BBC,2015b).

However, there appear to be certain countries which seemingly use events like these to increase their sense of domestic legitimacy. Specifically, there seems to be a significant connection between authoritarian states and the Olympic Games (Baker & Allen-Ebrahimian, 2021). These reports state that entertaining such events actually bolster political legitimacy both nationally and internationally. Furthermore, while authoritarian systems usually experience distrust internationally (Walker, 2021), the proposal of hosting such events isn’t met with nearly as much criticism internally. Similarly, partly autocratic states are very opportunist in trying to obtain hosting rights for international sporting events. While they often entertain moral views conflicting with international standards, this does not withhold them from trying to host international sporting events (Dixon, 2020)  Again a sense of internal pride and legitimacy seems a factor, as the clash between normative values of the host and the international system is imminent (Macfarlan, 2015). Even applying to host such events can cause such standoffs, eventually creating a culture-based rally around the flag principle within the potential host nation (Baum, 2002) . In these cases conflict might serve its purpose, as internal legitimacy might actually be strengthened.

What is striking in these observations, is that there appears to be a connection between the entity's political status and the motivation within its community to host an international sporting event. It seems that especially established western communities have significantly more reservations about hosting these events. Moreover, the hosting of such events seems especially popular by those entities that do not enjoy such established legitimacy either domestically and internationally. This apparent correlation does raise attention to a possible hypothesised connection between a certain entity’s level of legitimacy or status, and its motivation to host these types of events. Seemingly status within political societies, whether they be domestic or international, appear to adopt a centralising role.  This correlation offers an interesting idea about how status in different national and international societies affect motivation. This idea of status and legitimacy as a centralising factor is also canon when adopting an IR perspective. 

2.3 Current IR explanation: ‘Soft Power’ a state’s Swiss army knife

An alternative argument for states to consider hosting international sporting events, can be found when one moves away from the economic framework and adopts a political perspective. In search of a more satisfying explanation, political science’ alternative argument incorporates the field of IR between state and non-state actors. From an IR perspective, hosting an international event could be perceived as attractive because of the opportunity to accumulate ‘soft power’. Soft power can be defined as the power of persuasion, and typically involves the use of economical or cultural influence (Nye,1990). Soft power is theorised to add to the desire of other states to cooperate with you, either through mimicking your interests or by cooperating with you for some ideological reasoning. Soft power is therefore argued to be highly serviceable to states to help realise their foreign policy interests (Lekasis, 2019). However, soft power must first be acquired. This pursuit to obtain soft power, can reasonably be led back to the subject of mass sporting events. In terms of hosting: The host hopes to acquire soft power, by means of impressing other countries through a good showing during an international hosting. Hosting such a global event allows for a scenario in which the host state has manufactured a previously unattainable opportunity to display itself. Current inferences from the literature of sports diplomacy have repeatedly declared the acquiring of such soft power as something that is, and should be, collectively sought after. Soft power has been theorised to have gained importance since the second world war (Nye,1990). With such a development, soft power is widely regarded as the new dominant currency of state influence. Soft power being a non-tangible and hard to grasp concept, makes it complicated for states to both acquire and keep it in possession. Soft power therefore can be seen as a large reason for states to invest in such enormous operations as these international sports events, even though understanding of soft power itself might vary.

So the hosting of these international sport events is positively regarded by states because the common belief is that they help states acquire soft power. This argument is where current political science literature has brought the understanding about the merit of using sports diplomacy so far (M.E.I.,2020; Brannagan & Grix,2015). In recent research, literature has been focused particularly on individual case studies. In these efforts case studies have been able to show different instances in which states are trying to obtain soft power through sport diplomacy. This has led to a respectable amount of research about different approaches states use in implementing sports diplomacy. This case-level type of research efforts has gained significant insight, and they therefore should be credited accordingly. However, the mentioned body of work is highly one-dimensional in terms of form, and fails to address multiple key questions regarding its core mechanism.

A twofold problem arises

As previously examined, the status quo explanation for the merit of sports diplomacy and more specifically the act of hosting international sporting events, largely revolves around the acquisition of soft power. However, the identified connection between sports diplomacy and soft power appears to have considerable shortcomings. These implications remain unresolved and therefore remain problematic for the soft power argument in terms of their explanatory power regarding the use of international sporting events. These potential weaknesses within the soft power paradigm haven’t yet received nearly enough research attention. 

Firstly, the current literature tends to overlook assessing the specific role soft power has in relation to states and the international system. It is unmistakable that the overwhelming majority of IR authors deems soft power an attractive, positive possession. It is rather clear that soft power by states is considered power, and hence states wish to obtain soft power to use it to create a better situation for themselves. In this sense the ‘value’ of soft power can be considered undeniable. However, there does seem to be some confusion within the soft power literature, specifically regarding its specific ‘role’ within IR. There is significant internal debate about whether soft power should be seen as a tool to reach ends, or if it should be considered an end goal in itself. The explicit assignment of a role is left untouched by most definitions of soft power, as generally explanation only stretches to soft power's utility to states to further their interests. Authors seem to use words as ‘means’ ‘end’ ‘tool’ and ‘force’ to describe soft power interchangeably, but never specify a clear intrinsic role (Nye,2017; Ikenberry, 2020). In the debate around soft power, there is insinuation toward soft power being both a tool for states, as well as a significant tendency to describe it as an attainable goal (Nye, 2008; Ikenberry, 2020). Ultimately, the current literature assigns it some sort of political power, but fails to consensually agree on how this power is practicalized (Khan,2019; Nye 2008;). The negligence of assigning soft power a clear role, leads to a lot of inconsistency within IR theory (Blanchard & Lu, 2012). Such an explanation does not provide a definitive answer to the question asked. Hence, although it is argued that states can use soft power, the practical application of this soft power in itself is rather vague. Questions about the process in which soft power substantiates to tangible influence, are largely unexplored. Similarly, questions about how actors use soft power in relation to other actors, still do not have sufficient literary attention. In this regard, soft power literature does not seem to be able to provide a satisfying explanation to the uncertainties highlighted.

Secondly, the academic application of the soft power concept, seems to be leaning towards an understanding of soft power as having intrinsic value. Intrinsic value implies that soft power is something that states should pursue as a goal, because having soft power in itself would be considered valuable. This stance is often taken, with the defense that power is inherently valuable to states in a competitive environment (Nye, 2004). With this assumption, the need for an identified purpose, or role, of soft power is inherently bypassed. A goal-centered identification of soft power appears to be at least prevalent in current soft-power literature. Following this, soft power does theoretically possess intrinsic value and power. However, such considerations conflict with reality in terms of a political environment in which states are active. Determining power as an end goal is to place power in a vacuum, which distances it’s utility within international politics because international politics in essence implies interaction with one’s environment.

The common reasoning of soft power having intrinsic absolute value inherently conflicts with the environment in which it is exercised, leading to a core practical contradiction. This understanding of soft power is however commonly embedded as a core assumption regarding its utility. In this argument, much like it’s hard power counterpart has found itself struggling with in the past, Soft power for the sake of soft power is not a sufficient and meaningful explanation. Power, at least in the social sciences, is relative. Power is always portrayed, obtained and exercised within an environment, which then determines its utility and effectiveness. Determining power as an end goal is to place power in a vacuum, which distances it’s utility within international politics because politics inherently implies interaction. I therefore lean toward a more utility-based explanation for the use of mass sporting events. However, due to the internal confusion within the literature of soft power regarding its role, soft power might not be able to provide such an explanation in a fully satisfying theoretical mechanism. The internal debate within soft power literature concerning the means vs. end role of soft power, a utility-based understanding of soft power becomes increasingly difficult to theorise. It is because of such limitations within soft power literature, that a different group of literature must be introduced. The English School and its conception of the international society can be of service in this regard.
 
2.4 The English school: Identity and International society.

In order to find a satisfying answer for the questions raised in this thesis, an alternative theoretical explanation is required. In this thesis the main research question posed is centered around why states host mass sporting events. In order to formulate a satisfying answer for this, a mechanism that explains the use of sports diplomacy within IR must be constructed. In an effort to provide such a mechanism, This thesis argues a plausible connection can be identified between the use of sports diplomacy and the desire of states to interact with other states. This thesis furthermore argues a correlative connection between the use of sports diplomacy and the role of identity politics on an international stage. Such a hypothesised stage can be found in the literature of the English school

When reading through multiple different recent case studies within the field of sports diplomacy, the state’s desire to interact with others in a certain international system can be repeatedly identified. States interact with each other both through formal and informal canals, and to an extent are aware of each other's characterising features. This includes objective computable factors like military prowess, alliances and gross domestic product. What it also encompasses is more subjective factors concerning states, such as public perception, status and identity. These factors are explored significantly within the English school literature. The English school enjoys strong constructivist roots, interested in the discipline of IR. English school academics mainly theorise about how states act and react on one another's behaviour, theorising a complex reciprocal international interactive system. From this endeavour, the English school has come to a conceptual theorising of what they have dubbed as the ‘international society’. An international society implies that, even under an anarchic levelness between states, there is such a thing as a shared international space in which states can communicate with other state (and non-state) actors (Bull,1995). This implies a society where states can be included on an IR platform. In this international society, states can acquire membership, legitimacy and different levels of status, as there’s an established order among states (Bucher & Eckel, 2021). 

In the theoretical concept of the international society, states are part of a fairly transparent order. This makes it possible for them to identify their own position within the international society, as well as the placement of other actors. However, this placement within the order is not set in stone. States are ever changing entities, fluctuating heavily through time in terms of power and assets. These changes naturally affect how actors are perceived by other actors within the international society in terms of status and identity. As status and identity are entities subject to mutually accepted perception, this ‘order’ in which this status is determined based on these factors, is always subject to change. Therefore this society needs to constantly be re-established (Murray, 2019). This ‘ranking’ of states is an inherently competitive aspect of IR. States can go up and down the so-called ‘rankings’ of an international order, depending on their behaviour and how it is perceived/rated by the others within the international society. More importantly, states are aware of this fact, and are actively pursuing ways to ascend the proverbial status ladder. Within the English School conceptualisation, status can be mobilised into utility. Hence, it is inherently attractive for states to gain position on this status ranking apparatus, as status is theorised to coincide with influence on world politics. Agenda-setting, issue pressing and the forming of fractions to face collective issues, all are more easily achieved if the state in question enjoys a highly regarded role withinIR. Ergo, the higher an entity's status within a system, the more influence it can impose on that system. The idea that a certain hierarchical position within a setting allows for entities to alter that very setting, is best exemplified by hegemonic ruling. Hegemonic entities are able to shape their surroundings to their benefit by building the international system to their liking, both economically and ideologically. Naturally, to obtain and moreover maintain this position of a hegemonic centerpiece, one would need significant assets of many kinds. However, besides material power, an English School perspective would also stress the social recognition that is involved. (Clarke,2011). This social recognition is inherently linked to the state's position and forms the identity it has within a system. Thus, because of this identity as hegemone, its status within the system allows it to dictate how the system manifests. In terms of sports diplomacy, accumulating recognition and status can provide an explanation regarding the question why states would invest in hosting mass sporting events. International sporting events are in a way an extension of the traditional IR stage. In a highly competitive international environment, they provide an extra occasion for states to present themselves on a global stage. Where contact between states within international orders is typically formally organised in international organisations, International sporting events offer another less formally structured opportunity to converse. Hosting such events offers states an opportunity to positively shift their status. Sports diplomacies offer an opportunity to break through certain barriers in international society, achieving new international status which otherwise would have been unattainable. Due to the competitive nature of international orders, states are very keen on self-preservation and protecting their position within the international order. This often leads to a phenomenon of closed groups. This phenomenon arises when certain countries face difficulties entering certain status groups within international society. This concept of group forming within international society is also part of the English school of thought, and will be elaborated on more extensively now.

Following Naylor’s recent work (Naylor, 2018), club theory provides a multidimensional framework for the way state and non-state actors compete for status within international society. 
Here it once again becomes clear that the international society is inherently a competitive field based on the premise of identity politics. The order within the International society, is determined by the status and identity states carry within the collective system. Naylor focuses on a conceptualisation of international order, which is able to evaluate how international orders are being changed by competing actors, and identifies three core concepts. 

The first concept he identifies is social division. Social division implies the presence of a sub-categorisation of the total international social order into different groups (p.27.) This builds on the traditional English School notion that there is an international society, even with anarchic levelness between states (Bull & Watson, 1984). Naylor takes this concept and elaborates on it, identifying different groups of states within international society. Again these groups accumulate to the overall international order, and to be part of a group signifies a certain status within both the group and the order itself. Therefore groups, both within international society as the international society itself, typically have a fairly closed character. 

This idea of different status groups within international society is further established by the concept of social stratification, which is the second concept central to Naylor’s theoretics. Social stratification embodies the way actors are assigned different statuses and hence to different groups within the international society. This assignment is being done by the society through the use of a ranking apparatus. Such a mechanism ranks actors depending on the norms and beliefs the international society has set as desirable (Petrikkos, 2019). Such an apparatus already supposes that there is a preconceived notion of what factors are desirable or beneficial for a state to have. Elite level actors have determined these desirable factors favourable to themselves, and embedded them within the international society. Naylor therefore suspects that such conditions facilitate a rigidity in top level positions (p.86). The elitist group within international society would be in such a position due to their hegemonic status within international relations (Clark, 2011). Consequently, this state or group of states would logically determine which factors are desirable within international society. Depending on these factors, as well as individual interests, members of certain groups may make the decision whether to let others in their group or not.

This controlling of group inclusivity is often a rational and strategic endeavour for states, and embodies the third concept Naylor centralises in his argument. Social closure is about how actors act as rational maximisers, and seek to contain and control group participation. Inclusion, exclusion and incorporation of these successful actors is a strategic endeavour, in which partnerships within these ‘clubs’ are started while the status quo system is largely upheld.  In other cases ‘clubs’ actively exclude actors from their group, restricting and cutting off access to the international society (Naylor, pp.20-24). I agree with Petrikkos (2019) that the overall systematic process of English School status assignment can be summarised. ‘’Insiders guard their positions through exclusion strategies and mobility dampeners; outsiders try to overcome closure barriers, but do so in such a way that the status quo is largely perpetuated” (Naylor, 2018, p.114).

In short, Naylor’s exposition of the international society has shown that it’s reasoning for inclusion or exclusion, is largely built on strategic considerations within the international society. To Naylor, International society carries an elitist nature, largely obtained through resembling international organisations. Inclusion and exclusion to the system is in large part determined by the overall collective view of a certain state. States can include various tactics and activities within their foreign diplomacy in order to affect this image. Naylor’s findings have thus contributed to the argument that international societal ranking is causally related to some form of identity. Relating back to the subject of International Sporting events, event hosting can hence be theorised to alter this identity. To specify how state activity manifests itself within this relation, a deeper understanding of the literature concerning status, identity and politics is required. This thesis will therefore now examine current progressions of the literature around identity politics within IR. Particular interest will be bestowed upon the status based analysis of world politics.

2.5 Identity Politics: Status-based politics, and its utility in world politics.

Within the broad spectrum that is identity politics, this thesis will be interested specifically in the literature around the status-based explanation of world politics. This refers to a state's standing relative to others in a deference hierarchy (Renson, 2017). Status is perceived as a leading motivator of a state's manifestations within the IR system. Within identity politics there are many different understandings of status and its function within IR. The three most renowned schools of thought will now be further examined.

In exploring the different streams within status identity politics, this thesis adopts the distinctions Elias Gotz has made in his literature review regarding the topic, named Status matters in World Politics (2020 ). We will therefore consider  a rationalist–instrumental approach, an approach that derives from social identity theory, and a constructivist approach. Gotz has furthermore chosen some specific authors to represent these streams respectively, based on their prevalence within the discipline and archetypical ideas. Hence, the literature Gotz has chosen for his review will be adopted as well. Gotz includes authors that are both highly regarded within their disciplines, and provide easy and stereotypical conceptualisations of their disciplines' perspective of status based international societies.
From the insight that these perspectives provide, an understanding about the role of status in IR will be formulated that will be leading for the research part of this thesis. This understanding will be used to manufacture the causal mechanism that will be canon for analysis of our selected cases.

Renshon: A Rationalist - Instrumental perspective

The first perspective that will be examined will be a rationalist-instrumental one. This perspective argues that states want to obtain status primarily due to its instrumental value. Status is perceived as a tool that can be used to affect world politics. Gotz depicts Renshon as the primary proponent of the rationalist-instrumental perspective, and uses his latest work Fighting for Status (2017) to lay out the fundamental understanding of status from this perspective.

Renshon argues that status is connected with a state's position relative to others on a deference hierarchy. This means that the hierarchy is highly competitive, and hence that each individual entity is continuously aiming to gain status. Renshon does consider the presence of clubs within international systems. However, he argues that given the presence of clubs, the value of membership still varies depending on which and how many states are included within.
 Renshons conceptualisation of status is essentially a positional good. However, Renshon does emphasise that status is dependent on recognition of others within the sphere. It does not come naturally when collecting hard power resources. status is a social phenomenon which can only be obtained upon interaction with other states (2017, p.36). 
Renshon argues that states look for status primarily as a means to achieve an extension of their power and influence within world politics. Simply put, status and a dominant position within the hierarchy, allow states more influence in shaping the political landscape around them to fit their desires (2017, p.33). Renshon repeats his utilitarian view of status in this regard, viewing status more so as a tool rather than a desirable end. 

Renshon forms an argument that shows his realist tendencies, namely one that centralises warfare as the main way to obtain status. Renshon’s empirical analysis suggests that both initiation and victory in international conflicts bring substantial status benefits (Renshon 2017, 158–62). This aligns with a large body of IR scholarship, which holds that success in war is the ultimate way to boost a country’s international standing. The public character of warfare, combined with the display of both capability and willingness to engage in conflict, is theorised to be highly effective to alter perception. Renshon argues that dramatic change in the international society necessitates a dramatic and convincing display of power (2017, pp.56-60;pp 154-156). Renshon’s argument seems to highly favour military intervention over any other means of obtaining status. So much so that alternatives to warfare practices seem to have been an afterthought. Renshon does however touch on alternative ways to increase international standing (p.260) Furthermore Renshon does admit that other, non conflictual, practices can theoretically be fruitful for obtaining status. Yet, these other practices lack theorising, and it is plain and obvious that Renshon is primarily interested in warfare as the preferred method. This leads to some implications that will be touched upon shortly.

Realist-Instrumentalism Perspective: Assets and Limitations

In terms of the implications of this perspective for this thesis, Renshon does attend to some critical features of status theory that are of note for our model. Primarily he speaks of status in terms of a means rather than an end. This provides clarity concerning the actual designated role that status has. Furthermore, Renshon depicts the international society as an absolute and ultimately competitive hierarchical environment. While Renshons understanding might be an extreme perspective on this type of competition, the overall idea of status being the tool or currency to maneuver up and down the hierarchical ladder is paramount. The understanding of this thesis regarding the role of status as well as the competitive character of the international society is in accordance with Renshons claims. As such, Renshons core mechanism does have some applicability. 

However, Renshon als takes some stances in his argument which are highly problematic in terms of the assumptions this thesis takes. First of all Renshon’s ideas about the centrality of conflict in status politics must be critically reviewed. While conflict can certainly be a noteworthy factor in attaining international status, the idea of conflict as the single dominant factor unlikely To engage in such risky practices as a primary means of status attainment is highly illogical.
Secondly, Renshon shows inability to consider alternative ways of status attainment to be even close to conflict in terms of effectiveness (2017, p.231). Moreover his extremely competitive perspective of the international hierarchical society, prohibits alternative discourses with other states, such as most forms of cooperation. Hence, alternative methods of obtaining status are not incorporated nearly enough in Renshon’s status mechanism. The dismissal of these alternative methods seems insufficiently backed and overly direct, as Renshon does not provide any reasoning for this choice. Renshon’s views are especially problematic considering the central subject of this thesis. The use of mass sporting events is undoubtedly one of those practices that Renshon brushes aside as secondary at best. 

So while Renshon does pose some usable ideas regarding the status based perspective of world politics, his conflict-centric ideas around status attainment conflict with the leading subject of this thesis. It is thus that while we will embrace some facets of his argument, we will have to turn to other perspectives to supplement them. Particularly perspectives that offer more space for different types of status gaining practices will be more compatible with the main objective of this thesis. In conclusion, the described competitive sphere in terms of status attainment and management is concurred. However, Renshons narrow view of the scope of competitive actions within IR needs a lot of work. The socio-psychological perspective, which will be reviewed momentarily, might be of service in this regard.

Larson & Shevchenko: A Social-Psychological Perspective

Larson and Shevchenko (2019) adopt a social-psychological perspective on status based IR, mainly using the Social Identity Theory (SIT). According to SIT , status is both a club good and a positional good (Gotz, p.233). Status is considered as reputation, based on a state’s attractive features which can vary from affluence to cultural accomplishment. This reputation is then used within the international society to dictate one’s place in the hierarchy. This means the assertion of one's status based on perception of different actors. Adding to this, Larson and Shevchenko argue that different groups and states (even within groups) can be evaluated on different traits. Therefore comparisons among states do not need to be competitive per se, and a ranking apparatus is not provided.

SIT accredits a state's hunger for status largely to the human need for self-worth. Identity within certain groups is important for states as well as their population. These all wish to be regarded in a certain way by others, mostly because they feel attached to their own perception of their state. To feel appreciated seems to be the primary answer for why states seek status, although they purposely do leave room for instrumental arguments. This purpose, Larson and Shevchenko argue, is however merely a secondary one. 

In terms of how states would seek status, SIT argues that different strategies can be applied, and different assets or practices can be mobilised. In this regard, SIT strongly differentiates itself from the rationalist perspective. Which practices are chosen depends on the state’s perception of itself as well as its perception of the social environment. The ways states seek status can effectively be distinguished in 3 different categories: Social mobility, social competition and social creativity.

Social mobility occurs when a lower ranked state accepts the existing criteria for obtaining status and subsequently seeks to imitate the higher ranked states to join their ranks (Gotz, p.233). This can be done by conforming to the international standards in terms of institutions, normative values and whatever practices seem relevant. As previously noted this strategy entails basically conforming to the current system, thereafter trying to be accepted by the system's elites by means of mimicking. Certainly the least confrontational forms of status seeking, there are many examples of this to be found through IR history.

Secondly, social competition occurs when a lower ranked state tries to compete with higher ranked states in areas on which their claims to superior status rest (Larson &Shevchenko, 2019,pp. 11-13). This is a more confrontational form of status seeking, one that usually goes paired with geopolitical competition. This can create arms races, fractionalising and military interventions. It is very clear that the state in question is actively revolting against the status quo elite. Even though these states still conform to the desired parameters of the international system, they are actively challenging the elites within the system on those parameters.

Lastly, Social creativity attempts to create a new criteria for status within the international society, logically one in which they are superior to most if not all other entities relevant  (Gotz,p.234). States invest their time and resources into identifying and normalising a new status procuring dimension or niche within the international society. States are trying to compete for status with other states, but in doing so try to alter the overarching system’s criteria that are formulated to attain this status. By carving out a potential niche within the system, such traditional limitations can be overcome. While generally social creation aims to  add to a current system, in extreme cases states may even partly opt out of the international society to form new societies based on criteria which make them more competitive (Dafoe, Renshon & Huth, 2014).


SIT Theory: Assets and limitations

The single most attractive feature the SIT perspective provides for this thesis, is the way it categorises the different ways states can seek status. By providing a categorisation of social actions for states, the SIT provides a foundational blueprint for the 3C paradigm formulated within this thesis. The categorisation offers a clear and exhaustive depiction of in what ways states are able to be active within the international society. In a similar fashion, the categorisation as presented is applicable to all types of states, and isn't particularly lop-sided towards the more traditional powers. Where Renshon’s reliance on conflict benefits the greater powers, SIT theory is able to identify social activity in which any state has relevance. 

However, the SIT is not without flaws. Firstly, one must question the carrying over of causal reasoning from the psycho-sociological spheres, to IR. These spheres differ greatly both in terms of entities as well as how they function. The assumption that the individual needs are so easily translatable to state level actors within an international system, is opportunist at the very least. Furthermore, SIT’s explanation of self-identification as primary motivation and a sphere that doesn't have to be competitive, doesn’t align with the understanding of IR politics as a competitive environment. SIT theory supposes that competition doesn’t have to occur during activities regarding status attainment. SIT theory seemingly mistakes some of the activities that are executed on the IR stage to not be intrinsically competitive. However, one must keep in mind the environmental sphere in which these actions are performed. If the international society truly is an hierarchical ladder in which states compete for ranking, then every act to obtain status is inherently a competitive one.

Secondly, question marks can be attached to the question concerning the role of perceptions. According to Larson and Shevchenko, perceived permeability and legitimacy largely determine which behaviour states will choose to portray. But this perception is inherently based on a state's individual depiction of reality (Gotz, p.235). The problem is this individual connotation, as there are many different parties engaged within the foreign diplomacy of a country. These often have voices that go in different directions, and hence the idea of a single minded perception of reality in a state is problematic. These are issues which require assumptions being made about the single-minded perception and undertaking of a state’s foreign policy, which must be taken into account.

In conclusion, Larson and Shevchenko’s understanding of status attaining activity, has laid the foundation for an IR centered paradigm that is able to discern different forms of status attaining activities. However, SIT’s notion of such actions being not inherently competitive, problematises the utility feature status possessed in IR theory. This is one of the main problems encountered when transitioning SIT theory to IR stages. 

Murray: A Constructivist Perspective

The last perspective on status based politics that will be examined, is a constructivist one. Here the focus is on the social construction of status categories. Murray has formulated a theoretical model for this endeavor in his work The Struggle for Recognition in International Relations (2018).

Murray argues that status of a state largely relates to how the state perceives itself within international politics (2019). States, according to Murray, feel a need to be recognised, in order to confirm their position and role within international politics. This is why states pursue status, as a form to confirm their identity both internally and externally. Status is conceptualised as recognised identity claims (Murray, 2019, p.46). Murray, like earlier mentioned authors, does stress that major-power status cannot be simply concluded from mere possession of material capabilities. Instead, it is created through social interaction with equals, in this case state actors. A state cannot simply assert it’s social status, it is not an individual effort to do so. A state's status must be recognised by others that are in the system. Only then a state's identity and claim to a certain status is legitimate. Murray’s approach overlaps with the rationalist–instrumental and social-psychological perspectives in terms of the need for social recognition. Rationalist–instrumental and social-psychological approaches however, are socially thin. They suggest that status attribution is about a state’s perceived rank on socially valued attributes, such as military capability, national wealth, and cultural influence. Murray contends that status seeking is a continual part of a state’s identity formation process. Murray argues that the drive for status is derived from ontological security considerations. As such, a state’s quest for status recognition is part of its quest for ontological security. 

In practice, states are likely to try and legitimise their status claims by acquiring assets with a recognisable status value attached to them (Gotz, 2018,p. 237).  This means that state entities will seek to acquire certain assets or show specific behaviour of which it thinks it is constitutive of major-power status. This way of thinking is in line with traditional constructivist thought about how the environment dictates identity and value of assets and actors. Assets do not have an intrinsic value which is universal, but are rather valued depending on the environment in which they are present. States have formed an understanding of what is indicative of status, and then chase these assets. Major-power status is historically and culturally contingent, and therefore the constructivist perspective allows for different assets and activities to be perceived as valuable. However, she does hold that three sets of practices historically have been, and still are, especially important. Great-power voice, exemplary military power, and spheres of influence.  Not for their functional utility, but as status symbols. Murray acknowledges that status seeking can also take less confrontational forms. Hosting the Olympic games or launching Mars expeditions, are examples of such practices. She emphasises, however, that military power as well as hegemonic leadership remain the by far most important factor of major power status.

Constructivist Theory: Assets and limitations

Like other authors, Murray poses the idea of status being attained through the recognition of peers. Murray’s idea of identity formation as a continuous process is one that resonates quite well with this thesis. It is in accordance with the image of a continuous competition for status-based ranking on a hierarchical ladder. Murray’s broadening of the idea of status through recognition, as would be expected from a constructivist lens, therefore is one that is appreciated in this thesis. Furthermore, the constructivist perspective allows for the presence of non-traditional assets and activities to be implemented into status-based mechanisms. The constructivist perspective regarding value determined by the surrounding environment, allows theory to expand beyond traditional means of status attainment. The opportunity to theorise beyond the particularly conflict related forms of status attainment, is an asset of constructivist theory that as a whole can be of great value.

However, Murray also makes some questionable theoretical leaps which must be addressed accordingly. Most importantly, Murray stresses that ontological needs are paramount and central to a state’s motivation to gain status. In a similar argument she poses that utility and resource accumulation are not responsible for a nation's status. However, Murray also stresses that states should focus on accumulation means and performing activities that are currently valued in the international system. Through the constructivist lens, the realist-induced state perception of the international system, material determinants in the end still prove to be highly important. This view is confirmed in remarks where she posits that activities such as hosting the olympic games can be status accumulating, but that conventional material utility is far more effective. 
It seems like the constructivist openness in status ascribing inherently circles back to a realist world perception. This narrowness of perception needs to be challenged in order for non-conflictual status attaining activities to be theorised fully. Hence this thesis will look to theorise in such a way to open up the ideas towards alternative status assets and fulfill the potential constructivist reasoning has. 

2.6 Conceptual Inferences: Conceptual model for this thesis

Upon having thoroughly discussed the different disciplines within status-based IR literature, advantages and disadvantages of each particular school of thought have been identified. These identifications have led to a solid understanding of the current status literature, as well as granted the opportunity to identify certain weaknesses in their arguments. Mainly I identify a trend within current literature of overreliance on conflict-centered assets and activity to deduce status from. This generally results in a narrow-minded perspective on what constitutes status. Based on the extensive literary background, I will now theorise my own understanding of status-based IR, which will be leading within this thesis. In this conceptual framework regarding the hypothesised function status embodied within world politics, earlier mentioned strengths of multiple different literary streams will be implemented. This thesis aims to provide a complete, multi-disciplinary perspective on status-based politics, and thus does not feel bound to one specific school of thought. My own theorised conceptual mechanism regarding the role and use of status within IR is set up as follows.

Firstly, I do agree with the rationalist-instrumental perspective that the international political environment is one that is inherently subjected to continuous competition for position. States engage in continuous competitive activities in order to gain position on a hierarchical international status ranking apparatus. This includes both absolute ranking as an individual state, as well as membership of international groups. States are ranked based on their perceived status in the world. Status is an attractive commodity, mostly due to it’s instrumental value within world politics. It can translate itself through being able to influence the environment of world politics, and thus be used to shape beneficial outcomes within world politics. Briefly summarised; Status is attractive through its instrumental nature, and states are engaged in continuous competitive activities to attain status.

Secondly, Status is only attainable for a state through interaction with the international society. This follows the argument that SIT and constructivist authors have made about how status needs to be mutually accepted within a system. A state cannot form their identity alone. It needs to be somewhat accepted within the international society or at least within the clubs in that society in which they are active. Thus, if a state wants to pursue a certain identity or ranking within the status ranking apparatus, it needs to choose their actions accordingly. States thus make a strategy concerning what activities to engage in and what assets to pursue, that they believe will shape their identity in a way they want it to be perceived. This means that all considerations let alone manifestations concerning status attainment are competitive in nature. Differing slightly from the SIT as well as some constructivist views, this assumption is an extension on the view of the international society as one that is continuously competitive. Upon adopting an intrinsically competitive status driven international environment, any manifestation of a state considered with the idea of status attainment is therefore inherently competitive.

Thirdly, there is a plethora of actions that can be meaningful contributors to a state's status attainment, and these actions can be performed in a multitude of different spheres. There is therefore not one single dominant set of actions states universally can perform to increase their status and ranking. Instead, any of these different actions can prove to be the most efficient and productive way for a state to pursue its status attaining goals. Different states will have success with different practices, highly dependent on their individual case. By implementing such a constructivist approach on status attainment, viability of different activities is greatly enhanced. Such an accepting approach regarding viability in status attainment, goes directly against rationalist instrumentalist thinkers like Renshon. It opposes the view of conflict oriented factors as dominant and centralising within status attainment. The accreditation of military prowess and conflict oriented activity as being standout important to status attainment, is a popular view echoed within many disciplines of status literature. Even constructivists such as Murray, struggle with its prevalence. Such views are however predicated on obsolete realist perceptions centralising military prowess in pursuing international standing, which have outlived their relevance. Since the latter part of the twentieth century, international politics has gradually moved away from the centralised role of conflict occupied within IR. Consequently, actors within world politics have grown more acceptant towards alternative ways of maintaining balance. Such developments have led to a system of world politics that is less conflict-based than ever before. The dominant considerations about conflict assets and their importance in status attainment seem to have, at least in academic spheres, fallen behind considerably in terms of these developments. This thesis, greatply inspired by SIT considerations, theorises that states can try to obtain status from literally any characteristic or niche in assets or activity they choose to mobilise. Whether mobilising this chosen feature is successful is not determinant of the intrinsic value of the asset itself, but rather on the setting in which it was mobilised as well as how it was mobilised. This understanding is heavily inspired by SIT’s division of strategic status attaining behaviour. 

Lastly, just like assets and activities have no intrinsic value ascribed to them, they do not have a fixed purpose either. Tools, assets and characteristics can be utilised in different ways depending on the capabilities of the state that possesses them. Hence there also is no single correct way of attaining status, nor is attaining one type of status better than the other. This last point is again in large part based on both the SIT division of strategies for seeking status, as well as a constructivist perspective on the malleability of factors. This point is particularly relevant when looking at the form of status attainment central to this thesis. Within this thesis the central phenomenon that will be analysed will be international sporting events. Sporting events have largely been denounced as of lesser importance, but through this posed set of arguments, it will receive the academic attention it deserves. Central in this analysis will be the different ways states can use the hosting of international sporting events to pursue their status based interests. In the operationalisation of this thesis we will again heavily borrow on SIT’s division as earlier discussed. 

2.7 Conceptual Mechanism: The 3C Paradigm

This research will include three plausibility probe type case studies to assess the plausibility of the developed theory in this process. In order to do so, the hostings within the cases will be assessed on whether or not they fit in the 3C paradigm classification. The division within this paradigm represents the different methods and strategies states can use to try and gain status within the realm of international politics. The 3C paradigm, based on Larson and Shevchenko’s theory (2019), reasons that acquiring status and improving one’s identity and social positioning isn’t done through one universal process that is the same for every entity. Rather, entities are able to implement different strategies to try and acquire more status, and these strategies vary in overall effectiveness based on both situation and implementation. In the 3C paradigm, an exhaustive division is created for the different ways state-entities are able to interact with the international society. 

The 3C paradigm identifies three possible strategies that states can adopt: Conformism, Confronting and Creationism. It must be noted that these divisions are archetypical ideal types: one should not force themselves to try and identify every single aspect of these archetypes in a case. Additionally, state entities aren't bound to stick with only one singular strategy to gain status. As such, in practice hybrids or incomplete forms of these defined strategies will likely occur. Similarly, states with pure, single dimension strategies will rarely be encountered. Combinations of any of these three strategies are theoretically possible, even though some are more obvious than others. As such, the 3C paradigm should not be envisioned as a systematic mechanism in which one is checking boxes to see what strategies are adopted. Rather, the 3C paradigm should be regarded as a triangular paradigm, in which the level and prevalence of each individual 3C dimension can be accurately displayed. 	 	      								 Figure 1. The 3C Paradigm[image: ]


3C Paradigm: The 3 Dimensions Explained

1. Conformism

Conformity is defined as behaviour that is in compliance with the socially accepted conventions  (Oxford, 2021). The tendency to adhere to the behavioural norm, is one natural to humans, and can be considered as relatively natural and passive behaviour. However, on state-level conformity is utilised proactively and committing to conformity is a way for states to interact with the system and its partakers (Dyer, 2000). When a state adopts a strategy of proactive conformity, it chooses to try and improve its status by adapting to the international system that is currently in place. In such an effort, states try to attain status by acquiring assets and performing acts that the current system rates highly. Furthermore, acts of conformity can vary from mimicking current elites within the system, to celebrating the normative setting of the system itself. Conforming to the system is essentially playing by the rules that were initiated by the current elites, and adhering to these rules without contention. The conforming state is, so to say, climbing the ranks. In doing so, it is important that the state shows it’s attractive features by current standards. 

2. Confrontation

Confrontation can largely be defined as the polar opposite of conformity. Confrontation inherently involves the clash of two entities, and is in this case no different. Historically, confrontation within international politics is inherently connected with state-level conflict (Shaw, 1974; Trainor, 1986), by international societal standards, can be regarded as a state looking to acquire status by challenging the current international system. By challenging for status, the state means to upset some significant part of the international system, in order to gain positioning. What part of the system is being ‘challenged’ by a state adopting this strategy, can vary  significantly. In some cases, a state is directly challenging the current elite within a system. In other cases, the state is actively moving away from the current international system itself. As such, practices of a confrontational strategy can also vary wildly. States can actively challenge the legitimacy claim of a hegemonic elite, or try and fractionalise in order to create an alternative elite. Other acts of confrontational behaviour can be found in public display of power, abandonment of the international system or openly competing with prominent international actors.

3. Creation

The third dimension is creation. In terms of status attainment, creationists try to introduce new elements within an already existing international society. States are effectively trying to influence the system's ranking apparatus. In such an effort, the strategy in question has a very specific relation with the current international system. It does not wish to abolish, abandon or significantly alter it, as would be custom in a confrontation strategy. Rather, the creationist does acknowledge the existence of what is desired in the current international system, and largely accepts them. This overlaps with the conformist strategy earlier discussed. However, additionally to the conformist strategy, a creationist strategy wishes to add specific elements to the ranking apparatus in which they excel. This is all being done without abolishing the original apparatus, and the earlier normative conventions all remain as being important. The creationist strategy is merely an effort to broaden the set of determinants status is determined on, in order to positively affect the creationist state. As mentioned, states typically introduce dimensions that they excel in. Examples of such elements would be those that function as complementary elements with the already present virtues, as to coexist synergistically within the system. 
































3. Operationalisation

3.1 Methodology: Qualitative case study analysis: Plausibility Probe research design

This research conducted in this thesis, consists of a plausibility probe case study analysis. A case study is defined as the study of data of a particular case or set of cases, in order to then make causal inferences based on this information for a larger population of cases (Gerring,2016). This research has examined three cases: the 2010 World Cup hosted by South Africa, and the 2018 World Cup hosted by Russia and the 2008 Olympic Games hosted by the Chinese government in Beijing. In each of these cases the analysis is centered around the manifestations, statements and efforts of each hosting country respectively. Concretely, the analysis is meant to identify the overall ambitions of the host country regarding the international society, as well as how these ambitions translate to the strategy implemented while hosting the international sporting event. 

The thesis implements a theory-building approach, formulating a status centric theory of IR. In terms of this particular research, the cases are analysed using a plausibility probe type case study. This type of case study was chosen, as its particular features aid the process of theory-building, by giving way for cases to function as supportive to proper theory-development. With plausibility probes, the cases can function as a legitimising tool throughout the theory-building process (Levy, 2008). In doing so, they will be able to assign legitimacy in regards to the theoretic argument. By illustrating the hypothesised mechanism, the theory can collect legitimacy through plausibility.

3.2 Case Selection

In formulating the research approach for this thesis, cases were chosen based on the ability to accurately represent the political sphere in which this thesis would like to make causal inferences. As such, the selection procedure was strictly bound to a set of prerequisites. As the main research question tries to answer to what extent international sporting events are used to affect the international political society, the issue of overall size and reach of an international sporting event becomes highly relevant. As the international society incorporates most if not all of the state entities within world politics, international sporting events analysed as cases in this research must reflect this global reach. It is hence why it was opted to only incorporate sporting events that were truly of demonstrable global scale. In this regard, demonstrable global scale refers to international sporting events that are globally rated and followed by a significant share of both the public and the political elite. Regional events or events that lack in universal attraction such as the World Cup of Cricket or the UEFA European Championship thus do not fit the requirements. 

Realistically, these prerequisites exclude many options, to the point where reasonably only the Olympics and the FIFA World Cup are able to qualify as potential cases. Both fit the requirements in terms of size and overall reach, based on the total number of viewers worldwide (FIFA LOC Brazil, 2014, p.7; IOC, 2016, pp.5-8). Therefore, this thesis will focus on these events respectively. The reason for this is twofold. First, by only incorporating global level international sporting events, the level of comparison that can be made between cases, greatly increases. As the hostings are all directed towards the same level of the international society, raw objective financial and attention numbers, as well as exercised strategy during hosting,  can be more easily compared with one another. The case criteria simplify comparison regarding how hosts incorporate strategic ideas within their overall hosting, but also analysing the different parts that make up the event such as facilitative elements.  

Secondly, by only incorporating global events, the problem of different levels and regions within international society is largely evaded. This thesis now does not have to take different levels of  the international society into consideration. By including international sporting events with different scopes, the strategy of states would likely change depending on whether the event would be global or regional. However, this case selection is only including global level events. As such. For the analysis this thesis can assume there is only one global level of the international society, in which all states are represented or at least active. 

In terms of the temporal dimension, the case selection has been selected in order to represent the contemporary function of international sporting events on international politics. As such, the cases selected for this research are all hostings hosted during the era of the current international system. This also aids the comparability of case analysis’. Hence, this thesis decided on a cut-off point from 1991 on. It was decided on this specific year, as with the fall of the wall this was the last year major alterations were made to the current international system with. The analysed hostings occurred within the timeframe of 2008 to 2018. The dense time period helps us with marginalising the amount of international societal change we need to take into consideration. Within the chosen timeframe, we can accurately describe relevant international backgrounds within each specific case, while the overall international society does not undergo drastic change that would harm validity of comparing the cases and their strategies in light of the 3C paradigm respectively.

3.3 Data Collection and Analysis

In analyzing the objectives as well as strategies from the host country during the World Cup hosting, the case study is largely based on first-hand information within the aforementioned timeframe of 2002-2018. The main sources being used are official documents and speeches by those officials and committees eventually responsible for the hosting in each case respectively. Such sources include official bidding proposals, speeches, joint FIFA statements as well as official state statements made in the press and parliament. These types of sourcing, which is straight from the analyzed entity, is thought to be able to portray the ambitions and strategy of the host country most objectively and unbiased. These statements and direct sources are complemented by numerical analysis and information regarding the factual data regarding each of the hostings. This date once again is sought to be provided from the closest possible source, and hence is often facilitated by host country reports in cooperation with the FIFA. One must keep in mind that even such information can be prone to preconceived bias or filtering. This Is important to keep in mind, considering openly available reports facilitated by these states may contain such bias or narratives to display a better view of the hosting. However, especially in terms of finding the overarching strategy as well as the perceived ambitions of a state, direct statements and activities are thought of as able to depict these most accurately. In terms of language, the sourcing has mostly been restricted to feature English documents and speeches. 

The body of direct sources complemented by indirect sourcing, featuring mostly newspaper articles, expert opinions and public interviews . Not only do they provide a potentially challenging view on interpreted practices, making us reassess our analysis, but they also enable the analyst to gauge the public opinion of practices at time of the hosting. In this particular body of sources, an effort was made to merely incorporate articles from renowned platforms, over . Furthermore, sources have been gathered from platforms of which either no clear political preference or ties were found, or platforms who were transparent and open about their political connections as well as preferences. 

























4. Case Study Analysis:  Russia, South Africa & Beijing

4.1 Russia World Cup 2018 Case Study

In these case studies, The different strategies each states adopts in their pursuit of status are analysed. The different adaptations and characteristics of actions performed within the overall hosting of the event, will be assessed following the earlier introduced 3C framework. In this first case, the thesis shall take an extensive look at the 2018 FIFA World Cup hosting by Russia. Intriguingly, Russia adopts more than just a singular archetypal approach, which makes for an interesting development in terms of the 3C paradigm. Russia looks to adopt a strategy combining the seemingly contradictory Conformist and Confrontation dimensions. While adhering to the system and proactively carrying out its normative values, Russia simultaneously formulates a threat towards this very system by fractionising. Russia therefore is both identifying itself as a suited member of the current society, as well as a credible threat to it. In doing so Russia hopes to pressure the current international system into allowing Russia’s re-entry as a prominent member of the international society.

Russia and Athletics: Historical Background

Russia has an extensive history of featuring sports diplomacy, having athletics perform an increasingly central role within IR since Putin’s appointment in the 1990’s. Russia has a long and successful relations with sports diplomacy, In part explaining why Russian sporting teams are so prevalent in the plans of Russian foreign affairs until today (Velikaya, 2016). It also provides an explanation in terms of Russia’s investment in terms of facilities: Sport is regarded as state-business, and Russia’s national teams enjoy one of the most well-handled and financed professional athletic systems in the world (Timchenko, 2017). Russia historically uses dominance in athletics as an alternative way to show dominance, especially towards it’s peripheral sphere of influence (Kolesnikov, 2018). The focus has therefore always been on athletic dominance; winning at all costs. Russia tends to only partake in events it is sure to win, and accentuates the importance of winning and the boundaries it will cross to do so. This notion was painfully visible earlier this decade, after multiple Russian athletes were caught using Performance Enhancing Drugs (PED) during the Russia hosted 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi (IAAF, 2016) After the initial findings, it was revealed that the Russian athletic federation masterminded and financed a systematic PED program for Russian athletes of multiple disciplines (WADA,2016). In a sharp contrast, four years after Sochi, Russian officials have seemingly decided to steer away from the traditional emphasis on a nationalist portrayal of dominance.  

Russia in World politics: A Chronological Review of International Events from Sochi 2014 to World Cup 2018

After the shameful backlash of Sochi in 2014, Russia found itself in the proverbial doghouse of the international society. The Sochi Winter Olympics were designed to show the world the athletic dominance Russia could impose, while simultaneously exhibiting their capabilities in terms of the hosting facilities it could provide. More importantly, the Sochi Winter Olympics were meant to become a portrayal of dominance of the Russian entity. Internal legitimacy and display of dominance created a nationalist platform on which the average Igor could pride himself (Trubina, 2017). The total cost of the event rose up to 55 billion dollars, 4,5 times the estimated amount calculated in the initial bid (Müller, 2014). While economists argue that Russia had little benefit spending such a high amount, officials spoke of a success (Wilson, 2014). Their goals of showing, both internally and to the world, had been achieved. Russia at this time, although contested, was still an important player in world politics. To the Russians, the Sochi Olympics proved their worth by reminding the world as to why Russia was given that position.

However, soon after the ending of the 2014 Winter Olympics, Russia suffered a significant decay of their reputation in terms of the international society. While Russia’s presence in world politics was never undisputed, involvement in several international scandals drastically affected it’s international position. After Sochi revealed the first traces of a Russian state financed PED program, an investigation process was started in which Russia got exposed in front of the world. After years of trial, Russian delegations were finally banned from all athletic events for four years, later shortened to two years (WADA,2019). Russia’s hunger for dominance led them to a shameful and characterising display on world politics. Still, the Sochi-saga introduced an era filled with Russian controversy. On the 27th of February on 2014, Russian President Putin sent Russian troops to Crimea to commence the process of annexing the region. After 2, Crimea rejoined Russia following the outcome of a national referendum (Reuters, 2014). Yet, the entire process in which Crimea eventually rejoined Russia, was met with unprecedented outrage by the international community (Council of European Union, 2014). The international community has collectively and openly questioned the procedural and legal legitimacy of Russia’s role in this entire process. Furthermore the international society has effectively condemned the acquisition as an annexation, portraying Russia as a perpetrator of international law. 

Russia relapses in being the bad guy of world politics, using shady and unethical methods combined with violence to get what it wants. This narrative of Russia as an unethical, violent actor got further confirmed due to the allegations the country received after the alleged poisoning of Russian ex-military officer Sergei Skripal in 2018. After investigation, the British services accused the Russians of being responsible for the attack (CPS,2018). The outcome of the investigation received international backing (European Council, 2018), once again strongly condemning Russia for their role played in yet another international scandal.  

Implications for the Russian Identity: A Step away from Hermitance 

Overall the international community has consistently responded with a clear token of resentment regarding these political escapades. Therefore, by 2018 the Russian nation lost a lot of its influence on  world politics. By not abiding to the societal rules, the Russians have effectively excluded themselves from the negotiation table. Additionally, Russia is portrayed as an international black sheep, who actively tries to disrupt western political normative standards regarding international etiquette and democratic state-building. Russia’s frequent resort to coercion has embedded increased sentiment of untrustworthiness and concern that they are increasingly utilising illegitimate means to attain their goals. As such, the identity of the Russian state has undergone a considerable change, in a relatively small timeframe. This change did not benefit the overall status of the country at all. In four years Russia’s international status went from being a contested yet ambitious important member of the international society, to a regional isolationist liability, untrusted and excluded by the international society. This development, although self-induced, inherently conflicts with Russia’s rational desires to be internationally accredited. It is at this point that the World Cup hosting identifies its true objective.

World Cup 2018 Russia: A 3C Assessment

After the aforementioned decline of the Russian international status, Russia’s hosting came with a clearly identified objective: re-introduction internationally and changing narratives. The World Cup was to function as a platform on which Russia could announce a confident and powerful re-entry on the international stage of world politics, while simultaneously discarding the narrative of stoic hermits. The hosting of the World Cup is thus initially identified as a means to facilitate Russia’s returned presence within the international society. 

Russian Dichotomy: Frenemies Forever

In terms of how Russia’s chosen behaviour during the hosting of the World Cup translates to the proposed paradigm: It is certainly interesting to observe a certain duality in its actions. Russia has adopted a strategic set of manifestations, which illustrate that the country has invested in a part conformist and part confrontational approach. In this endeavour the conformist strategy is most visible on a superficial, spectator level. Russia openly exposes its significant conformist tendencies by shifting towards the current international standard. In this sense Russia is proactively showing willingness to adopt the current normative rules that are embedded internationally. It formally speaks out against manifestations against this status quo, and implements these international norms publicly. 

However, Russia also shows tendencies to fractionalise and content the current system. This indicates that the identified conformist strategy is accompanied by a more confrontational element as well. Russia has reportedly taken a particular interest in maintaining ‘core alliances’ with some peripheral yet powerful states. Such alliances could point towards fractionising, and eventual confrontation of the current system. The Janus-faced character of Russia’s actions on the WC platform can be identified in other aspects of the international system as well, and depicts Russia’s relation with the current system as a whole, in 2018 respectively. Russia merely desires to be a respected member of an international society. There is no indication that Russia would only want such a role in this current international society. Russia realises that it may need to be active and accepted within international society short -term , but has no ties to it long term. Yet, Russia’s 2018 World Cup hosting performance, is characterised by the clear switch it made in terms of their willingness to adapt and conform. Whereas historically Russia has been exclusively focused on performance, the 2018 World Cup was clearly directed towards Russia’s desired identity change. These differences in approach speak to Russia's changed identification of their role and goals within the international system. 

Russia’s World Cup Strategy Part 1: Conformism through Active Societal Compliance

Not above but equal: Russia’s identification as a warm-hearted host

In 2018, Russia steps away from their usual strategy during sporting events, in order to adopt an alternative strategy. Due to the decline of Russia’s international regard, displaying dominance is currently not desired nor effective. Domination would send a message of established power and confidence to the international system. Russia instead is currently dissatisfied with its positioning within international society, and thus does not wish to put such a message in the world. Instead, Russia acknowledges its current status, and realises that it needs to be accepted by the current system to

 change it. In an effort to do so, Russia wishes to change their perceived identity into something that conforms more to international societal standards. Russia’s recent slip-ups have led to a decline of international regard, and it sees its status position wither as a result.

Thus, in order to regain the aspired position within world politics, Russia needs to adopt an alternative role. Since Russia has an objective to be accepted by the international society, it would have to form a new identity that reflects such aspirations. This aspired identity was introduced to the world in press conferences with Russian President Putin leading up to the World Cup event. Putin told the media that Russia wants to challenge preconceptions of Russian backwardness and stereotypes about its stolid nature (FIFA,2018b). Essentially, Putin informed the world that he wants to change the perception of his country. This translates directly to identity, as it is constructed from the perception of peers (Black & Peacock, 2013). Russia wants to get rid of their uninviting behavioural stigma, which includes nationalism, xenophobia and racial as well as sexuality-oriented exclusion. Instead, Russia wants to show their ability to be inclusive in all those facets, and can actively be leading the charge for these virtues internationally (FIFA,2018). The apparent cultural shift is part of the greatly anticipated Russian diplomatic re-entry to the international society. As Russia seeks to re-engage in the international society, it needs to re-identify itself with a different, more proactive identity (Hodge, 2019). For Russia, merely conforming to the international normative rules, does not fully achieve their goals. Russia wants to be respected, not just accepted, and so Russia positions itself to continuously show the international society its presence. Russia desires to get rid of the isolationist and uncommitted stigma it has collected over time. In order to recuperate most of not all of the international influence it lost over the past years, a proactive leadership role needs to be established. Russian officials have determined that central to this identity overhaul would be the use of the 2018 World Cup hosting (Kochetov, 2020). Russia is shifting towards more of an international facilitator role. By being facilitators of a prestigious global athletic stage, Russia has identified the perfect opportunity to re-introduce itself in both the international society, as well as to the international community (Kochetov, 2020). It allows Russia to display capability, but also to show its commitment to the international system.

Party like a Russian: Russia’s effort to appease to world fashion, losing isolationist stigma

Russia’s objective becomes visible when observing the Russian officials all throughout the duration of the event, Starting with the opening ceremony (FIFATV,2018). During the ceremony, President Vladimir Putin gives a welcome address to football fans across the world. Putin welcomes the international population to his country. Putin expressed gratitude towards the FIFA for the opportunity to facilitate such an event, but also towards the international society for attending it. Russia aspires to make the event an unforgettable experience for everyone involved. In the demeanor of the speech, one can already identify a trend of humility and gratitude towards the international world. Such a trend already inclines Russia’s subordination to the international system in this regard. Putin also emphasises the international character of the event a highlighting that the event is not just another Russian-centered display of power, but more so a Russian-facilitated  effort to create a world stage. Putin furthermore talks about how he hopes that everyone aside from football will see Russia’s national beauty. This again speaks to Russia’s aspiring narrative switch: Russia wants to show it has put in the most effort to make sure the international audience from all over the world feels at home. The international character which was introduced during the opening speech, continued for the duration of the ceremony. Instead of featuring Russian icons of past and present, Russia opted to feature popular western individuals like Ex-Brazilian striker Ronaldo and Western pop star Robbie Williams during the ceremony (Wright, 2018). This again is meant to show Russia’s openness to international culture.

‘’Football for all’’: Russia’s investment in inclusive character

During the World Cup, Russia did everything it could to provide an international platform where the world felt included. When leading up to the World Cup concerns were raised about issues surrounding xenophobia, the Russian hosting organs made sure that these negative perspectives would get the chance to be confirmed. In a counter-attack against this xenophobic stigma Russia in a joint effort with FIFA, launched the ‘‘Football for All’’ campaign (FIFA, 2018) . The campaign stood up for inclusivity of LBGTI+ community in football, a feature of the current international society. In a similar push for inclusivity, Russia’s PR team capitalised on another development during the World Cup, namely the influx of female Iranian supporters. The Russia hosting was the first chance many female Iranian football supporters had to see their heroes live in action. In Iran, attending football matches is strictly prohibited for the female population. Thus, when during World Cup 2018 many Iranian female supporters made their way to Russia, Russia welcomed these supporters with open arms. The opportunity aided Russia's inclusive campaign, and gave many female supporters their first glimpse of live football. 

Russia, to their credit, has done an immaculate job using this development to their benefit in terms of the aspired identity change. Russia used the influx of Iranian women to accentuate the international society’s view of inclusiveness, in spite of any bilateral considerations towards Iran. Here a designed choice was made in favour of entertaining the international society. Not only was the inclusion of Iranian women welcomed by Russia, but it was also excessively featured in Russian media coverage (Russia Today, 2020). Russia also allowed supporters to initiate protests against the Iranian exclusionist measures using banners during the matches (Radio Liberty, 2018). Russia’s leniency towards supporters in this regards created a feminist movement during the World Cup. In this movement FIFA and Russia could collectively denounce Iran’s sexist practices. The presence of Iranian women during the 2018 World Cup can be seen as the spark that led to an international movement against Iranian practices (FIFA, 2019; Crane, 2018). Russia showed how it could facilitate and moreover lead global social change, legitimising itself as a leader in world politics. Russia’s partnership with FIFA on these issues once again shows its commitment to establish their position within the current international society.

Drago to Rocky: Russia’s charismatic transition from bully to underdog

Lastly, one cannot underline the role of the Russian national squad enough when examining the identity establishment the Russians employed during their hosting. As previously mentioned, Sports historically speaking were a tool for the Russian state to exert an identity of power. Whether it be for international recognition, or for internal legitimacy, Russian athletics have been single-minded in terms of their focus: victory (FIFATV, 2018b). It is therefore interesting to examine the way this approach changed leading up to the 2018 World Cup hosting. By hosting the World Cup, it invested considerably in an event of which it knew that the chance of dominating it would be negligible. This shows the overall culture-change in the goals set for Russian athletics. Russia did not expect victory on the pitch, and instead sought accomplishment in facilitating everything around the pitch. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Having said that, the Russian national squad by all accounts did surprisingly well. The country’s national team was perceived as a relatively weak squad without expectations (FIFATV, 2018b). Leading up to the World Cup, Russian ambitions were all formulated from a facilitative perspective. Neither Russian elite’s nor the population, anticipated on athletic success, an assumption on which their hosting was constructed. However, after the Russian national squad showed convincing victories in the group stage, interest in the host country's national squad started to rise, both nationally and internationally. The success of the national team added another dimension of excitement to the World Cup, namely the identity switch in Russian national squads: The switch from top dog to underdog. Russia adopted the identity of a hard working team, an underdog at home (FIFATV, 2018b; Marcotti, 2018). By adopting this interesting underdog character, Russia became more attractive for international impartial supporters to root for. The Russian squad only continued to play against football greats in Spain and Croatia in the knock-out rounds.The underdog fairytale only grew stronger after Russia managed to defeat Goliath Spain after penalties, and finally came to an end after eventual finalist Croatia was forced into overtime. 


Russia’s World Cup Strategy Part 2: Contention through fractionalisation, and sending a reminder to message to the World

Stadiums and Facilities: A multidimensional display of Russian presence

In assessing the second identified dimension of the Russian hosting strategy, a good starting point might be the Russian display of wealth and power in terms of facilities for the event. In terms of financial numbers, it is clear to see that the Russian enclave’s spending was meant to show no cost were shun to show its prominence.The total expenditure of the Russian state accumulated to 15 billion dollars, a record shattering total sum. In total, almost 3 billion dollars in total were used on renovating old Olympic stadiums, as well as building new ones. This number was eclipsed by the 8 billion dollars the Russian state spent on infrastructure within the areas around the sporting facilities (FIFA, 2018; Ridgewel,2018). It is clear that Russia’s investment and display of riches is combined with sending a message of competence and commitment. Russia is using a tangible power display to notify the international system of its return, and is claiming a certain position within the system by showing off the assets and means that would produce recognition (RT, 2010).

However, while the cost of the facilities is already a clear exertion of power, these facilities are also located in strategic geographical areas further contributing to Russia’s strategy. Russia has located the stadiums in a manner in which they maximise the potential for displaying Russian dominance, especially in regional terms. Russia has done so by positioning these Russian displays of power in regions in which it thinks that it should wield considerable influence. For example, the Kalininggrad stadium, costing over 300 million dollars in total, is a construction which is strategically located in a province right amidst the Baltic states as well as Poland. These states were former USSR satellite states, and historically provided a buffer-zone between Russia and unwanted western influences (Senn, 1958). While the USSR has officially been disbanded, the stadium functions as a reminder to the Baltic states of the Russian regional prominence.  Another stadium that enjoys a strategic location is the newly renovated Olympic Fisht stadium near Sochi. The renovation project dating back to the Sochi Winter games, is located particularly close to the thoroughly contested Georgian-Abkhazian border. The Russian multi-million project functions as a status symbol within the region, in which Georgia remains to lack control over the territory it is internationally regarded to possess. Russia supports the Abkhazian claim for sovereignty, and supports the state to disrupt the region's development (Bader & Gerrits, 2016). The stadium can be interpreted as a visual representation of Russian influence.

Overall, the stadiums as well as their location are deliberately positioned in order to send a message both regionally and globally. Regionally, Russia reminds its neighbouring states of the regional hegemonic power it possesses and can exert. Globally, the record expense on facilities is a display of competence. This display features tangible assets and monetary feats, but again also incorporates showing the sphere of influence it still can reach. The flexing of political muscle isn't necessarily contentious towards the current system itself, although the sphere of influence does feel threatening. However, in combination with Russia’s diplomatic movements during the hosting, a clear movement towards contention does become apparent.

 Diplomatic meetings and Russia’s dissatisfaction: If you can’t Join them, Beat ‘em

During the hosting of the 2010, The Russian delegation was very active in terms of meeting with visiting delegations from states all over the world. Russia took advantage of the situation by sending a clear message of urgency towards the current international society, and in particular to its western elite states. In the absence of many prominent western delegations, the Russian state took the occasion to bolster what they referred to as ‘key alliances’ with states all over the world.

Russia met with Saudi Arabian delegations to discuss further fossil resource cooperation, trying to bolster their grip on the crucial fossil resource market. In an OPEC meeting before the Saudi Arabia- Russia game, delegations of both states came together to discuss the future positioning of their countries (Radio Liberty, 2018a). The meeting resulted in speculation about the future of oil prices, and how potential problems within western societies can arise from this (Arkhipov, Carey, & Blas, 2018).  Russia also extensively met with South Korean political figures, such as South Korean president Moon Jae-in. President Moon Jae-in met with president Putin on several occasions, and even spoke in front of the Doema in Moscow (The Republic of Korea, 2018). The Russian invitation can be considered as yet another proactive move to become  more active within international politics. Yet, Russia’s bi-lateral activity can also be potentially system undermining. In absence of western delegations actively speaking with russian officials, Russia has spent it’s time trying to bolster strong bi-lateral connections with alternative states. Russia has taken a particular interest in states that aren't considered elites within the current international society, but can potentially be capable allies within a Russian fraction. This is central to the contentious element of Russia’s hosting strategy. It seeks partners with which it could control or threaten certain parts of the international system, and fractionalise with all of these partners in order to create a credible threat to the current international society. Russia wants to show the current system how it could potentially confront the current system by means of fractionalising.

Everything in terms of diplomatic meetings during the World Cup was to show the current societal elite the threat Russia could pose if not reinstated to their desires. The Russian diplomatic activity during the 2018 hosting this was a direct response towards the current international system: The intensive meeting with alternative international players is a confrontational reaction to the west’s initial hestitance of attending the hosting.

Russia’s diplomatic strategy is constructed to pressure the international society to re-integrate Russia in yet another way. In terms of effectiveness, this threat to contention complements Russia’s open and pro-active display of conformism efficiently. The combination of both elements draw a clear message towards the international system. A message of urgency has been distributed: Russia has done what it was expected to, and demands the society to acknowledge it. Not only has it hosted an incredible event showing their incredible capabilities, it has done so while conforming to your societal desires. Russia has shown that it can and should be a core factor in the current system, willing to adopt the system's norms. However, this display has also been a warning: If the international society continues to not fully include Russia, Russia has proven more than capable to hinder the current system. Russia does not have time to wait patiently for the international society to accept it. Russia will be a prominent factor within the international system. What system this may end up being, is to be determined.
 





































4.2 South Africa World Cup 2010 Case Study

In this particular case, the 2010 FIFA World Cup hosted by South Africa, will be extensively analysed based on the conceptualised 3C paradigm. South Africa seems to be investing in an archetypical conformist strategy, which is supported by cultural heritage and supportership of international citizenship. South Africa tries to create legitimacy for itself as a country as well as it’s continental group, through the means of a pan-African foreign policy and the emergence of the African Union. While the South African hosts are implementing African cultural elements in their strategy, the strategy overall is dominated by the conformist dimension. Creationist elements are peripheral and function as complementary to the conformist strategy at best. Furthermore, South America’s fractionalisation within the African continent is different from the Russian fractionalisation, as it isn't confronting the current system. By similar reasoning, the fractionalising of both countries have different implications towards the international society.


South Africa and Athletics: Historical Background

1950’s: Sports display Apartheid

The history of the use of sports as a political tool in South Africa is extensive and erratic. The use of sports by the South African government started in the beginning of the 1950s. South Africa was the last remaining country in which apartheid was systematically embedded in society. Under apartheid policies (1948-1994), South Africa’s society was effectively split into two parts of the population that would function alongside eachother, but were never supposed to mesh (History, 2020). This split of these two populations was entirely based on race, and applied for all aspects of life.The South African elites exemplified the apartheid policy by assigning different the different races to their own sports. Additionally, when it came to international events, non-white athletes could not represent South-Africa (Nixon,1992). During times of internal revolt against the apartheid regime, sports were a tool used by the elite publicly display the firm grip the government had on the racial division. However, the apartheid regime could not prevent the rising denouncing of the apartheid system, both internally and especially internationally. 

1970’s: Turning the Tables, Sports carrying the message of the International Society

During the 1970’s, the increasing condemnation of South Africa’s practices, concretised into a push for collective action internationally. The international community started applying pressure on the South African apartheid regime, by increasingly excluding them from the realm of world politics (Barnes, 1990). With a hint of poetic justice, the international society used exclusion of international sporting events to pressure the South African apartheid regime (Lapchick,1979; Castro, 2013). Sanctions were imposed increasingly by the international community, and eventually led to global societal consensus to enforce the sports boycott against South Africa, as well as a total isolation of any ties to the racist South African regime. Sport was used as a vehicle carrying the international message against apartheid, favouring legitimisation of black political organisations, and promoting democratic development within South Africa as a whole.

1994: After abolishment Apartheid, South Africa maintains sports-central approach

The isolation of the country by the international community was upheld for many years, until South Africa finally officially abolished the Apartheid regime in 1994. Following the first democratic elections in the country’s history, South Africa was reinstated to partake in international sporting activities. As a new state, South Africa unsurprisingly was struggling with enforcing legitimacy as well as still dealing with their past. During this time, South Africa kept placing considerable emphasis on the use of sport diplomacy to reintegrate in international politics. Iconic South African political figure Nelson Mandela, remarked that sport “has the power to change the world. It has the power to inspire. It has the power to unite people in a way that little else can. Sport can awaken hope where there was previously only despair” (Laureus, 2012). Additionally, South Africa sought to back their leaders' words up with actions. It showed the continuous emphasis on sports by their numerous bids for hosting international events in a relatively short time. This resulted in hosting the 1995 Rugby World Cup, the 2003 Cricket World Cup, and the return of the Rugby World Cup in 2007 (Padhi, 2011). 

South Africa in World Politics: From 1994 isolation to hosting World Cup 2010

Post-Apartheid: New Beginning with Old Remains

It should come as no surprise that South Africa’s position within the international society has been volatile historically. In assessing South Africa on the stage of world politics, it must be noted that South Africa’s current government is still exceptionally young. It is therefore of no surprise that while South Africa’s position has been subject to movement, it’s foreign policy goals have remained fairly consistent. Since its democratic rebirth, South Africa has looked to acquire legitimacy, both as a nation and for its region. The country’s extensive history of societal isolationism and racially induced governance ended not too long ago, and largely destroyed their international regard. South Africa was still not fully trusted as a stable democratic state and concerns were present about the state’s upcoming instability and potential for relapse (Republic of South Africa, 2003). South Africa’s universally accepted presence on the international stage was yet anything but a given, hence why South Africa’s first goals within the system were to be fully included in it. 

Mandela’s Inclusionist Seed: A Search for International Vindication and Involvement

Given the nation's history, South Africa’s primary objective was the creation of legitimacy both internally and internationally. Re-integrating back into world politics has hence been a clear foreign policy goal, since the county freed itself from its racist regime. The desire to be accepted internationally was announced during the inauguration speech of President Mandela on May 24th 1994 (SABC News, 2015). It formed the foundation for the country’s movement towards societal inclusion. In order to become an accepted member of the global political system, a clear rejection of the past was warranted. This rejection was verbalised in Mandela’s inauguration speech: ‘’Never, never and never again shall it be that this beautiful land will again the experience the oppression of one bye another’’ (SABC News, 2015) By showing the resentment towards the past and the gratitude towards the ‘international friends’, South Africa shows it’s aspired identity change from an isolated pariah state to an active member of the international community (Habib, 2009, pp.148-151). As such, international policy goals historically are built around confirming this change in the South African narrative. Willingness and capabilities of becoming a model state within the international society, are the key features rooted in South Africa’s desire to prove it’s worth towards the international system. It was these remarks that sparked conversation about the country's potential. South African foreign policy executives envisioned a South African state that was able to substantiate this potential. ‘’‘the international community is expecting South Africa to assume an important role in some organisations and there is the perception that South Africa has the necessary power, capacity and prestige to fulfil this role’’ (Ndlovu, 2010,p.148). In order to meet such expectations and to ensure support of the international community, South Africa’s post-apartheid government sought to establish a legitimate continental African entity.
 
South Africa evolves: Moving Past Mere Acceptance and Pan-African Ambitions 

In pursuit of legitimacy, South Africa invested significantly in the stabilising of the African continent (Ndlovu, 2010, p.146). South Africa formulated a vision of a ‘better South Africa, a better Africa and a better world’. From this Pan-African vision, shaped after international normative virtues, the re-birth of the African Union followed. South Africa’s mobilisation of resources towards the awakening of the continent, shows an effort to legitimise the continent as a viable international player in world politics (Habib, 2009, p.150; Lipton, 2009). In 2002 South Africa was appointed the first Chair of the newly established African Union (African Union, 2002). A clear effort from South Africa to legitimise the continent as a whole, as well an opportunity for South Africa to show it’s individual capabilities to function as a prolific societal leading within the current international system.

The re-emergence of the African Union signified the transition of South Africa’s core foreign policy goal: South Africa was no longer only interested in being accepted internationally. South Africa’s foreign policy now showed the natural desire for security, autonomy status and overall involvement as well. South Africa’s desire for mere acceptance had evolved into the desire for involvement. The number of diplomatic missions abroad increased from 91 in 2001-2002 to 124 in 2009-2010, signifying South Africa’s increasing curiosity as to how far it could extend its influence (Ndlovu, 2010). These missions were accompanied by a series of public displays as well, most notably the 2010 FIFA World Cup bid which ended up being the most prolific one
 
Implication for South Africa: Maneuvering in the Society that once Rejected it 

In order for South Africa to lift its country and continent to the desired status, it has chosen to do so within the current international system. In a clear push towards the current international system, South Africa has made a commitment to the current system's normative set of rules, and to implement them proactively. South Africa’s conformist behaviour can be largely designated to the racial struggle from which it once revolted. Due to the joint stance against the apartheid regime by the current regime, as well as the international society, South Africa’s normative identity naturally aligns with the international norm. South Africa’s systemic investment in 2010 is therefore not necessarily adaptation of these system norms, but rather the continuous proactive exertion of them. In a search for reintegration, South Africa has found itself in a continuous state of justification, constantly displaying the world system why it should be increasingly involved.

World Cup 2010: A 3C Assessment

In 2010, the state’s focus remains on stabilising its desired position within the current international system. However, the 2010 World Cup bid came with an identity that traveled beyond South Africa’s national borders. Specifically, South Africa’s World Cup bid has formulated a pan-African objective to benefit the continent as well as the state (Republic of South Africa, 2011). South Africa’s 2010 hosting thus possesses a multidimensional element, featuring identity and diplomatic goals for both the state individually as for the continent as a whole. These goals can be defined as follows:

First, the 2010 World Cup means to show the regeneration of the African continent. South Africa has invested considerably in stabilising the continent, making it ready to legitimise itself within the international society. South-Africa is using the World Cup hosting to openly display the African continent to the international stage. The pan-African character displays the continent’s potential and current capabilities that warrants it being accepted as relevant by the international society, both diplomatically as well as culturally. Secondly, South Africa is positioning itself to fulfill a leadership role within the legitimised African continental entity. South Africa bolsters its international regard by acquiring assets and positions that international actors tend to recognise. Additionally, South Africa shows proactive implementation of the normative pillars on which the current international society is built. By showing not only conformism but proactiveness as well, South Africa is actively distancing itself from its questionable past. By supporting and celebrating the current system, and proactively reshaping the African continent according to these values, South Africa identifies as a leader and pioneer of the internationally society’s normative system. South Africa’s hosting is meant to show the renaissance of the African continent, as well as portray South Africa’s capability to fulfill the continent's regional hegemonic role. It’s facilitative power is meant to be exemplified when considering South Africa’s position as regional leader within the international society. 

South Africa’s climb back to acceptance: Archetypical Conformism

Each of South Africa’s goals are directed to improving position within the system, by adhering to the system. The strategy of competing within the system by adapting to the system's normative virtues and desires, all point towards an archetypical case of conformism. Besides the dominant conformist approach, there are glinsters of the other dimensions to be found as well. Such elements can be seen in the mobilisation of the African Union, as well as the usage of the Ubuntu culture. While South Africa’s pan-African push could be entertained as fractionalising, the fraction is not trying to content with the international system. Instead of trying to formulate their own competing society, they mainly wish to be accepted as a group, a subdivision if you will, of the current international society. South Africa’s pursuit of such status is merely searching for validation from the international system. Therefore, this type of fractionalising does not qualify for any type of contention.

South Africa World Cup Strategy: Creating Legitimacy through Cultural Celebration

Ideal Son-in-Law: South Africa’s commemoration of international norms, portrayal of excellence

Leading up to the 2010 World Cup hosting, South Africa’s foreign policy display did not necessitate much altering. If anything, the hosting of the 2010 World Cup merely provided an ideal stage for South Africa to optimise the reach of its current identity. South Africa both wants to exert its presence in terms of power, as well as exert its commitment to the current system. South Africa’s twofold objective to legitimise both itself and its continent in world politics, result in an interesting dynamic between the two of them. Culturally speaking, South Africa is celebrating their pan-African ambitions through the African Ubuntu culture: Ubuntu is a core concept within many African civilisations promoting the humanitarian virtues of compassion and benignance (International Relations and Cooperation. Republic of South Africa, 2006). By linking traditional Ubuntu values to the normative values of the  international society, it tries to create more continental status. The cultural aspect is thus highly multinationally inclined. 

In contrast, the facilitative aspect of the World Cup hosting is highly individualistic, The ‘’We are All one’’ character introduced during the opening ceremony, is replaced by South Africa individually when talking about their facilitative ambitions: Once spoken about the ambitions of the 2010 World Cup, both on the opening ceremony and the altogether process, South African officials shift away from their pan-African word usage, and direct the conversation towards the responsibility of the individual state. Officials state that South Africa is setting the bar historically high, but feel confident in the state’s capabilities (FIFA, 2009). South Africa’s pan-African approach while keeping individual responsibility, is hailed by its neighbouring countries, both by media and political actors (FIFA, 2009) In terms of legitimacy shaping, South Africa’s approach is successful in terms of announcing itself as a regional political leader. The confidence in its capabilities is shown during the energetic opening ceremony, in which close to 1600 artists, dancers and other kinds of performers constantly moved on the stage in a musical-esque manner. The complicated choreography and star filled action-packed showpiece turned out to only be the start of South Africa’s display of power.


WC2010 Opening Ceremony: ‘’This Time for Africa’’

Nelson Mandela’s message: South Africa’s Hero grieves with the World
As would be expected, Ex-president and Nobel Prize winner Nelson Mandela was supposed to kick off the Opening Ceremony of the 2010 World Cup. Nelson Mandela always has been the personified link between South Africa’s questionable past and its ever growing relationship with the Global North. During the opening ceremony, the ex-president and global human rights icon was supposed to fulfill his duties as South Africa’s icon once again. However, due to great misfortune tragedy within the Mandela family, Nelson Mandela could not be able to be present in person. It was during this time that the world learned that his great-granddaughter had been killed in a traffic accident that day. Instead of Nelson Mandela asking the world for celebration, the entire world was asked to support the Mandela family in their trying times. While Nelson Mandela’s appearance ended up only being a pre-recorded message, his appearance was still in accordance with the overall theme of the hosting. In a grim fashion, the grief of death only made the celebration of life and togetherness character of the hosting all the more meaningful. 

During the opening ceremony, features of artists of many different African countries: Showing of pan-African character. 

It is notable that, aside from a few World class caliber superstars, the artists chosen to be featured during the opening ceremony were almost exclusively originally from the continent of Africa. The pan-african line-up for the opening ceremony featured celebrated South African trumpeter Hugh Masekela, Nigerian star Femi Kuti,, Algerian Afro-pop artist Khaled, legendary Ghanaian band Osibisa, as well as multiple South African artists like TKZee and Timothy Moloi (FIFA,2010b). Once again the Pan-African character is repeatedly accentuated by South African officials. Public South African officials leading up to the ceremony, notably consistently referred to  the ‘African way ‘ to host the ceremony, over choosing the wording ‘South African way’ (South African Football Association,2012). South Africa wants to facilitate the international societal actors by creating a climate in which they feel at home. In doing so, South Africa plans to use African hospitality and cultural ‘ubuntu virtues’ to create an environment in which all can be included (FIFA, 2010b). 

Stadiums and Infrastructure

South Africa's objective to make the 2010 World Cup a display of competence, led it to invest extreme amounts of monetary funds into the event's preparation. This led to a total cost picture of over 3 billion dollars for the South African State (Republic of South Africa, 2011). 

Around 1.1 billion of this total figure was assigned to upgrade the facilities that were directly linked to the World Cup matches. The figure was spent to build new stadiums, as well as upgrade existing stadiums to meet FIFA World Cup hosting requirements. In addition to the stadiums, considerable funds were assigned to create 7 base camps to accommodate the 32 national squads (Brand South Africa, 2016). Host countries traditionally invest significantly in the construction of state-of-the-art facilities for the national sport delegations of the world to use during international sports events. These buildings, whether it be stadiums or training facilities, are an easy way to show the international society a certain level of class as well as capability. However, the athletic facilities as well as stadiums oddly did not account for the greatest expense during the 2010 hosting.

The biggest expenses were assigned to the preparation of the country itself. In order for South Africa to be able to cope with the World Cup logistically, the country needed to invest significantly in its lines of transportation. A grand total of 1.3 Billion dollars was invested in optimising the infrastructure of South Africa. The funds were allocated to roads and (air)ports to deal with the influx of an international crowd, as well as introducing new systems of public transport like the Gautrain rails (LOC, 2009). Within and around the 9 hosting cities, public transport has been professionalised, embedding a systematic change that is to be upheld even after the World Cup (Brand South Africa, 2016). South Africa has stated that the rejuvenation of the country’s lines of transportation were to improve the country’s hosting capabilities short term as well as it’s international potential to long term (Republic of South Africa, 2011). Additionally, The South African hosts committed to invest significantly in the medical as well as security sector. The LOC has committed to be able to handle and avert crisis’ 24/7. South Africa’s primary cities have been riddled with crime and violence, ranging from petty theft to murder with robbery (Macrotrends, 2021). Once again, South Africa does envision a long-term goal for these investments as well. The organisation committee has argued that such investments are to set in place a judicial system on which can be built in the coming decades (Brand South Africa, 2016). It is argued that if South Africa wishes to improve the coming generations, the World Cup hosting should aid that progress instead of slowing it down. 

Overall, It seems that South Africa has used the World Cup event as a man-made catalyst to initiate a set of state-wide innovations. Although the innovations surely are expected to fulfill their function to the hosting, these investments do serve a purpose long term beyond the event as well. South Africa wants to make sure the platform it created during the World Cup, is at least in large part sustainable for their nation to further build upon. South Africa wants to change the international narrative of the country as well as the continent, but acknowledges this is only possible if it can transform the provided facilities for long-term usage.

African Legacy Programme: Diplomatic Inspiration of the 2010 Hosting

The African Legacy programme is a joint initiative of the LOC and the government, was devised in response to one of the main inspirations behind South Africa’s preparations for 2010 – that being to leave a legacy for the African continent. The programme was constructed to support the realisation of African renaissance objectives, including programmes of the African Union (SAFA,2012). Furthermore it was supposed to ensure effective Pan-African participation during the 2010 World Cup from multiple African States. And finally through developing all aspects of African football, the programm tried to collectively improve Africa’s Global image, as well as combat the afro-pessimistic mindset relating to international efforts. South Africa’s World Cup hosting was meant to fraternise the African countries and build up a legitimate continental entity. As such continental political organs such as the African Union are actively involved both diplomatically as well as practically. Through these canals, South Africa makes sure that other African countries feel included in the hosting process, creating a stronger Pan-African bond in the proces. Through the development of this program, the South African government has developed collaborative efforts with African countries on a number of projects (SAFA,2012). The projects vary from peace and nation-building to environmental and athletic goals (Brand of Africa, 2016). Simultaneously, the African Legacy project was pursued to create international enthusiasm for this newly fraternised Africa. By changing Africa’s overall narrative within the Western international elite, South Africa is more likely to fully integrate the young African Union in the overall international society.
The African Legacy Programme was thus highly advertised before, during and after the World Cup hosting, and was specifically directed to highly regarded actors outside of the African continent. Central to this diplomatic pitch, was a combination of achieved victories, as well as an enthusiastic prospect of things to come. The program was a diplomatic advertisement commonly used during bi-lateral meetings as well as multilateral presentations. It functioned to change the narrative of the African competence, as well as the perceived success rate of ventures in Africa. South Africa used the legacy program to legitimise its own gained victories, it’s continent combined with its leadership position within the continent, and the attractiveness to invest in African ventures altogether. This constant message combined with the celebratory, opportunist ‘wind of change’ hosting culture, created a platform in which international elites were highly susceptible to changing their perception of the continent in a positive way. The overall diplomatic charm exercised leading upto, during and even after the World Cup, turned out to be advantageous in terms of foreign financial interest. Foreign investors, both state and non-state alike, were keen to invest in projects of many kind within South Africa as well as neighbouring countries (Prinsloo,2010; SAFA; 2010; Umezurike, Iwu & Asumile, 2016)





















4.3 Case study: Olympic Games 2008 Beijing 

In the following case study, China’s hosting strategy leading up to and during the 2008 Olympic Games will be analysed following the 3C paradigm. China employs creationist strategy combined with conformism in an overall effort to comfort the current international system with the thought of China eventually becoming the new hegemonic leader of the international system.

China and Athletics: Historical Background

The Chinese state has a rich historical relation with sports diplomacy, dating back to when the People’s Republic of Communist China was founded in 1949 (Guanhua, 2003, pp.137-138). Since,China has consistently acknowledged the importance of state-connected athletics programmes, and the use of sport diplomacy in general. After the PCR came to be in 1949, the Chinese communist party wished to accomodate to the current international system. In an attempt to create friendly ties with its members particularly in socialist countries, western sports were adopted within Chinese daily social life. In starting this process, during the 50’s, the Chinese sports strategy was not built on achieving international competitive success. Rather, competitive results are officially secondary to the main goal which is creating strong international relations and friendships(Guanhua, 2009, p.138). The Chinese were particularly interested in creating strong relations with the other communist states, as to create legitimacy by becoming part of this fraction. However, the ‘’friendship first’’ approach was not always uncontested, as China also connected their performances internationally to national pride(Guanhua, 2003, pp.138-141). The inherent contradiction of interests caused for interesting and seemingly conflicting acts within international athletics. The patriotic sentiments to establish internal nationalist pride conflicted with the desire to be internationally accepted. 

The struggle of balancing competitive fire continues through the history of the Chinese approach, and China has taken on many different roles in their implementation of sport diplomacy. Initially, events were mostly initiated with ideologically similar socialist countries such as Russia and its East European satellite states. From the mid 60’s on, China looked to expand their international network further and further. China initially had been the new socialist country, learning the basics of western sports and training from the more established Eastern-European socialist states. Now, it took this attained knowledge combined with an increase in economic capability and international legitimacy, to use sports diplomacy as a tool to establish their role as facilitative benefactor. In an effort to bolster international relations, China facilitated sporting programmes in several  states in South America, Africa and Asia (Guanhua, 2003, p.141-143). China’s overall growth, both economically and well as within the international system, allowed it to adopt a more facilitative role. This role again was primarily targeting the expansion of international regard of China.

China’s scope of interest increased as time went on. China had increasingly attained economic as well as political capabilities through time, and had built itself to the point where it had become a powerful international entity. As such, China’s diplomatic ambitions grew alongside it, and in the later stages of the Cold War China’s sport diplomacy had reached near global ambitions. However, the slogan ‘’Friendship first’’ was no longer a centralised feature within the Chinese strategy. Instead, China now wished to exert its built up prowess, which led to a transition towards a more result-based approach in the 1980’s. China's portrayal of excellence through athletic achievement was aimed to favour internal patriotism and national pride, while simultaneously aimed to establish international standing (Guanhua, 2003, p.147) . Although the slogan of comradery first never officially changed, a Chinese shift in objective was clear: Glory for the nation. The hunt for glory led to several questionable international situations in which bending of the rules as well as PED abuse was featured (Deutsche Welle, 2017; Westcott, 2019). Due to these allegations, as well as the performance based approach, the results of China’s initial friendly approach withered. China after the Cold War, found itself in isolation again. This was to be corrected if the Chinese wished to achieve their next political goal: global influence. 

China in World Politics: Current position during 2008 Olympics

Leading up to the Summer Olympics of 2008, the world is in crisis. Due to the collapse of the banking system, severe economic recession effects were experienced by the global population . However, amidst a failing global economic system, China proved to be the outlier state. During the period of global recession, Chinese numbers increased consistently. All these facets resulted in China being a relatively stable entity within international politics, especially compared to the rest of the international elite (Congressional Research Service, 2020; Womack, 2007) China’s impressive economical prowess globally, is complemented by its never satisfied political ambitions. Specifically, since the end of the Cold War, China has increasingly established cooperative bilateral relations with prominent states and organisations on a global scale. China has significantly invested in attaining a global network of cooperation in order to improve their national situation even further. The excess of economic prowess and the increasingly global character of China’s diplomatic influence, is furthermore complemented by a period in which the international system is relatively very weak. As such, the current situation is indicative of the start of a shift in power on the level of political elites, and introduce China’s emergence as a potential hegemone during times of global recession. This perspective isn't entirely unthinkable, as it closely resembles the pathway to hegemonic leadership of the current hegemone, the US (James,2009). The US has recently started considering China as a legitimate threat to their position, but is due to the global recession currently unable to tighten its grip on the international system. In theory, China’s position seems there for the taking.

However, If China wishes to move into this position, it first does have some significant barriers to overcome. Mainly, China needs to create an identity which is more in line with expectations of the international society. Even though China has considerable bi-and-multi lateral connections globally speaking (European Commission, 2006), the state still encounters trouble being fully accepted by the international society. The lack of acceptance is in large part due to fear of what implications a reality with China as a global leader might have for world politics (Khan, 2019; Danner & Martin,2007 ). The concerns are particularly present in terms of the ideological character of the current system, which is founded on individual freedom and human rights (Moore, 2001). Even though China has repeatedly stated it’s commitment to the current normative means, China’s internal political behaviour causes concern. The country is featured in many human rights controversies as well as overall disregard for individual expression and freedom. If China wants to commit to the ambition of becoming the new hegemonic leader, it first needs to deal with these perceptions accordingly. China needs to express that it is not a country to fear, but rather a country to admire.

Olympic Games 2008 Beijing: A 3C assessment

The Chinese state is looking to make preparations on the global stage for their eventual expected transition towards a position of global hegemonic leadership. China’s success and prowess seems to have outgrown its current role in international politics. The global economic crisis coincides with increasing negative sentiments of states about the current global hegemonic leader in the US, a sentiment that would make the system potentially open to accept a shift on the hegemonic position (Womack,2017). China on the other hand, is experiencing increasing acceptance worldwide (Pew Research Center, 2010). This sentiment combined with China’s continued economic growth, legitimises China as a credible threat to the US( Layne, 2008;James, 2009). China acknowledges this and is using the 2008 Olympic Games to constitute China’s societal identity as heir to the proverbial throne. In order to do so, their objectives are clear: Firstly, show the prowess and competence befitting a global hegemonic leader, for other members to acknowledge. Secondly, show adherence to the current system's rules, in order to show no legitimate threat to the current normative set of rules on which the current system is based. Lastly, increasingly introduce the world to elements of Chinese culture and mindset, in order to gradually increase acceptance of China as a whole. China looks to enrich the current system with Chinese influences that will eventually be advantageous.

China introduces itself to the world: Creationist display during China’s unveiling of hegemonic ambitions

In China’s hosting, its primary goal is to further legitimise its current identity as potential hegemonic heir, as well as go through the preparatory steps towards this eventual transition. In order to do so, China has adopted a strategy strongly incorporating the creationist dimension. The creationist dimension was extensively utilized to make sure that the international society would get to know and appreciate the Chinese way of life. The Beijing Olympic hosting was filled with tradition and cultural expressionism involving dance art composition etc. Furthermore, significant effort was made to romanticise these elements, as well as their role in the Chinese way of life. Such exposure of the Chinese culture functions to introduce the international society to Chinese cultural heritage and norms. This introduction has a clear purpose: It should eventually lead to an even more positive narrative towards a China-led international system. In this regard introducing the international system to China’s rich culture poses as a tool to gain an increasingly positive identity. Additionally, the implementation of Chinese cultural values can possibly be mobilized to enrich the current system's values in a way that benefits the Chinese states. In both considerations, the focus on and implementation of Chinese cultural elements shows a clear path to gaining better positioning in the international system by creating a niche in which they are inherently superior.
 
This creationist element coincides with a secondary conformist element that is expected due to the host status of the country, but also reassures the international society. While China does wish to compete for the global hegemonic position, China seemingly has no interest to impose their own ideological convictions on the international societal stage. Instead, China wishes to obtain the leader position in the current system, by addressing the current system's normative values. This sentiment is repeatedly exerted by Chinese officials in formal political settings, and can be recognized during the Olympic hosting as well (IOC, 2004). The Chinese hosts proactively seek to respect and adhere to current international standards. In terms of conforming behaviour, the Chinese implemented the dimension to show on the world stage it would be capable of becoming the international society's next leader, both in terms of power and in ethical considerations. 

Olympic Games Beijing 2008 Opening Ceremony: Made in China

China’s ambitions, if not already clear to the international system, were clearly repeated during the opening ceremony. The ceremony followed a short speech by the IOC, in which the Chinese were thanked for their hospitality and efforts so far (IOC,2021). In impressive fashion, the opening ceremony showed the central features of China’s charm offensive directed towards the international society, and neither cost nor effort were avoided. The 4 hour long ceremony was an exhibition of Chinese unison and power, as well as introducing their world audience with the riches of Chinese cultures (Olympics, 2019).The emphasis on Chinese capability, especially within the creative dimension, is particularly telling. Whereas other hosts include internationally renowned stars to appeal to a global audience, the Chinese hosting was characterized by their exclusively Chinese fabrication. The Beijing ceremony featured over 15.000 dancers and artists of various professions, who were all hand-picked from multiple parts of the Chinese community varying from military units to colleges (People's Republic of China,2009). Moreover, the production and choreography of the entire ceremony was exclusively produced under the leadership of Chinese individuals. The opening ceremony, in all ways, spared no expense. From an economic perspective, the entire ceremony cost over 100 million dollars to produce, a number that shatters any previous record for a ceremonial opening (UNEP,2009). From a humanist perspective however, the ceremony might have even required larger sacrifices. The entire ceremony took 3 years to coordinate, and was the central objective for many performer’s lives during this time span (People’s Republic of China,2009). 

The entire ceremony was a clear portrayal of Chinese unison in goals and ambitions, and a sentiment of national pride. It showed  the global audience the power of Chinese unison, as well as the rich creative and cultural dimension the potential hegemon offers. The opening ceremony thus combined a cold display of Chinese capabilities with a colourful representation of Chinese creativity (Chen, Colapinto &Luo, 2012). As the ceremony was widely considered mold-shattering , Chinese succesfully impressed in both dimensions (Yardley, 2008). The objective of the opening ceremony overlaps with the overall strategy of the Chinese hosting overall, which is to establish the position of potential hegemonic leader. In order to do so, the hosting has to walk the thin line between showing capabilities and intimidating through dominance. The Chinese ceremony aimed flaunt Chinese culture, without giving off the feeling of superiority. The Chinese hosting was meant to awe the international society with their rich culture and power, while also showing that the Chinese do not wish to impose these assets on the world. The Chinese sent a message of mutual cultural acceptance, instead of competition, and thus the international community's fears of such were calmed. The international community got to see a taste of what China would be able to achieve in a hegemonic position.

 The Green Olympics: Beijing’s Transformation Shines Light on International Issues

In an extremely ambitious proposal, Beijing looked to make their Olympic bid stand out by their ambition to host ‘Green Games’ (IOC,2004). The initiative was formulated in reaction to international issues of environmental sustainability and climate change, which had become increasingly prominent in discussions within global politics. China, who has issues with air pollution and climate control themselves, has chosen to use the hosting of these games to raise awareness about the environmental crisis (BOCOG,2007; IOC,2004;UNEP,2009). The Beijing committee has pledged to make the production as well as the hosting of the games environment friendly (People’s Republic of China,2009). The uniqueness of the proposal lies in the scope which Beijing committed to: Instead of focusing solely on the athletic facilities, the committee formulated a transformative proposition to greenify the entire city of Beijing (IOC,2004). In an effort to legitimize the effort as more than merely a publicity stunt, the IOC  is collaborating with the UN as an independent assessor (UNEP,2009). In this collaboration, the Chinese hosts formulated extensive and ambitious programmes regarding carbon emission, energy use and resources regarding all aspects of the hosting. These include transports, facilities, infrastructural innovations, water quality and the creation of designated ‘ green areas’ in Beijing (UN News,2007). In its entirety, the Chinese state invested an estimated 17 billion dollars in environmental projects, divided over the various aspects of the hosting. (UNEP,2009, p.19). The LOC repeated their commitment to the whole endeavour during press conferences on several occasions (Communist party of China, 2020). During these press statements, the Beijing officials repeatedly emphasised the intention to set a trend for further hostings to come, and stressed the importance of approaching the games as being part of long term plans (Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in the United States of America, 2007) The decision to transform the entire city, rather than merely the Olympic facilities, show how Beijing based their actions on long-term considerations. 

The choice to implement such an ambitious goal and standard into an already challenging operation in itself, speaks to China’s commitment to the current system. By adopting these globally recognized issues, China not only shows engagement in the current systems, but it immediately takes a recognisable position of leadership. The Chinese investment in current issues, delivers a calming message of consistency to the world. The Chinese are not looking to overhaul the normative values of the current system. Instead, the investment shows that China’s interests overlap with the current system. This sentiment is further legitimised due to the voluntary involvement of the UN, a political entity central to the current system. In taking this approach, China hopes to portray adherence to the system, in order to take the fear of being an oppressor away.

Diplomatic Endeavours and Meetings: Everybody’s Best Bud

The Beijing Olympic hosting was the epicenter of political dialogue between many present state and non-state actors alike. However, the political weight of the hosting was already heavily determined prior to the games starting. Leading up to the Beijing Olympics, the IOC had to deal with significant scepticism, particularly from non-governmental organisations (Amnesty International, 2008). Human rights organisations perceived the acceptance of the Beijing hosting bid as an international disregard of China’s internal political problems (Amnesty International, 2008; FIDH, 2008). Leading up to the Olympic hosting, China was repeatedly accused of violating human rights in various regions among which Xinjiang, Tibet and Taiwan (HRW,2015). China not only used excessive force, but was also accused of systematic censorship and framing of these situations, in an effort to avoid problems with the international society. Furthermore, international media repeatedly reported forced replacements and evictions of Chinese inhabitants, in favour of the Beijing Olympic ventures (COHRE,2007; Shin & Li,2013).

Following this critique, Non-governmental organizations made efforts to pressure states to boycott the Olympic event. The international community was accused of disregarding the Chinese issues, a media stigma the Chinese organisation committee had to overcome early after the Beijing bid was chosen (Kelso, 2004). The Chinese however, managed to deal with this situation rather smoothly. The negative sentiments were professionally downplayed and drowned out on the international stage, effectively preventing a significant social mobilisation to rise. Because of this, most international leaders were present during the Games, and no boycotts were initiated by state level entities (Walt,2008). During the bi-and -multilateral meetings between state entities during the Games, China again did not allow these issues to take the center-stage. The way the Chinese dealt with this potential threat to their host setting, shows Chinese capabilities in terms of agenda setting and the ability to dictate the conversation on an international stage. By keeping national issues out of the public eye,the international society does not feel obligated to boycott the event. As such, the committee secured a global stage for fruitful Chinese diplomatic endeavours to be pursued. 

During the Olympic Games, the Chinese national officials engaged in an impressive amount of bilateral meetings. Shortly before the opening ceremony, Chinese president Hu Jintao formally met with some of the world leaders in the Great Hall of the People (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China,2008) During this gathering, President Jintao expressed gratitude towards the international system as well as optimism for good Games to be held. The multilateral character of this particular meeting proved to be a rare occasion, since the Chinese delegations during the event were with one state at a time. The Chinese are particularly interested in creating strong bilateral relations, by creating strong economic and political ties. The Chinese delegations met with several state leaders, in which the kinship and mutual respect between both countries and their history was accentuated. 

The bilateral meetings featured essentially 2 groups of states: Firstly, Chinese officials met with the leaders and high officials of states situated within the Asian continent, including Japan, North Korea and Laos (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China, 2008). Maintaining such relations as to stabilise your region seems logical for a hegemonic candidate, and hence is not so eye-catching. More interesting are the bilateral meetings with states outside of this regional scope. China met with a number of European South American and African states. These meetings are aimed to build key alliances within certain political geographical areas, whether it be through political understanding or through of the most notable meetings were those with France and Brazil respectively. Both countries are significant players within the international society, and China’s interest in meeting with these delegations is therefore noteworthy. Brazil boasts a big and consistently rising economic sector full of opportunities, whereas France is already a prominent member of high international standing. Furthermore French president Sarkozy at this point in time was the presidential seat of the European Union, and hence the meeting also featured the consolidation of the Asia-Europe partnership (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of China, 2008). President Jintao expressed mutual excitement to increase the level of collaboration between parties, economically, politically and culturally. President Jintao also declared that these meetings were initiated in order to increase mutual understanding and political trust between China and the world. In order to create deeper strategic partnerships, the states need to deepen mutual understanding about their respective cultural history as well . 

These bilateral meetings all serve the purpose of easing China’s transitional pathway into the hegemonic position. By creating and improving these bilateral relations, China is creating an international system in which it enjoys more and more acceptance from strategic entities within the community. In this effort, China looks to create interdependence through economic and political cooperation. Through this interdependence, China seeks to introduce chinese cultural and normative values in the current system. This can be observed by looking at President Jintao’s press conference statements. In many of these meetings, President Jintao stresses the history and tradition of the friendly relations between the two states so far, as well as the importance of cultural acceptation. 

Chinese Athletic Performance: A Friendly Competition Between Global Giants.

During the 2008 Olympics, China still looked to balance the role of facilitating friend as well as dominant competitor. In the latter, China proved to be very successful. The host country collected the second most overall medals over the course of the Olympic Games with 100 total medals, only bested by the US’s 110 total medals. However,  China did win the battle for most gold medals by a landslide, boasting an impressive 51 total gold medals (ESPN, 2008). In this regard, the US was left in the dust with their 36 gold medals. The battle for global athletic dominance was effectively a two-horse race, with an honourable mention for Russia who collected 72 total medals. These relations resemble the overall political tensions between the two currently most powerful countries within the international system. In this regard, the Chinese competitive success functions as yet another testament to China’s capability to take over the US’ place. In this regard, the athletic performance of the Chinese Olympic delegation can be seen as contentious towards a single actor within the system while simultaneously impressing rest of the system. Furthermore, China used this athletic success to relate it’s dominance to it’s athletic system, as well as their athlete’s commitment towards representing their country and overall national pride. In both cases, the Chinese athletic dominance is used to accentuate the Chinese cultural values and systematic approach to athletics as well as life. Beyond simple nationalism, it is also an effective way for China to create respect for the Chinese way of handling things. As such, the athletic performance can be regarded as a vehicle to further introduce the international system to Chinese practices. 














5. Conclusion
In the research performed in this thesis, the leading research questions central to the endeavour were the following:  1. Why do states host international sporting events? 2. How do states use these international sporting events to attain their goals? 
In order to formulate a satisfying answer to the questions proposed, This thesis has undergone a theory-building process, from which eventually the 3C-paradigm was formulated. In order to determine the practical applicability of the 3C paradigm, this thesis performed 3 plausibility probe style case studies. The case studies were meant to evaluate the paradigms capability to assess these cases, as well as evaluate to what extent the presented dimensions were operationalisable and exhaustive when applied on empirical data.
Out of the results stemming from the analysis, the 3C paradigm can be considered as a plausible mechanism for determining a state's reasons for and objectives in hosting an international sporting event.  During the analysis, the paradigm in all three cases was able to successfully determine as well as clearly illustrate the different dimensions the hosting strategies adopted. In each of the cases, the 3C paradigm was able to accurately connect found activity to the appropriate dimension.  Furthermore, the paradigm was able to accurately display the differences of levels in presence for each single dimension comparatively.The Russia case provided a clear example of both the conformist and the competitive dimension, and their seemingly irrational combination proved to be an excellent example of how the dimensions correlate to and function next to one another. The South Africa case provides an example of an archetypical conformist case, while showing sporadic elements of creationism. Lastly, the Beijing case offered an example of how  a state could employ a strongly creationist strategy, while still abiding to the current system and without adopting a contentious position. As such, this thesis concludes that the 3C paradigm was successfully applied on the cases, and hence the plausibility for the paradigm to be legitimate is at least plausible.
In conclusion: This thesis is able to provide a satisfying answer for the initial research questions posed. Firstly, States host international sporting events in order to attain status, with which they can compete for favourable positions within the international society. Secondly, states use international sporting events to attain status, by using the hosting platform as a way to exert their identity and through this send various messages to the international system. The hosting of international events is considered to be a strategic endeavor, in which states can choose to use different approaches based on their situation. 


6. Discussion
6.1 Validity & Generalisability
The paradigm has been valid insofar as it was able to identify the dimensions within the cases the way it was supposed to. As far as internal validity, the use of plausibility probes does cases were largely illustrative in nature as to show the plausibility of the paradigm, the use of plausibility probe case studies . Furthermore, the cases were all based on first level information and data directly derived from the actors central to the assessment. As such, the analysis did not have to resort to secondary level sources, which would jeopardise the internal validity due to possible bias within the sources. 
In terms of generalizability, Although this thesis has mostly focused on global international sporting events, the 3C paradigm has the potential to be applicable for a broader set of cases. As the paradigm analyses the perceived strategy a state exerts towards a certain international society, the paradigm can be tailor-made to fit any political system imaginable. The 3C paradigm could be exercised on the regional international stage as well, in which hostings for instance smaller regional sports, can be assessed as well.
6.2 Restrictions and Implications
Due to the narrow case selection, the broadness of applicability of the 3C paradigm is yet to be fully determined. Because of this, the scope of generalisability is subject to speculation.  Furthermore, the sourcing for case analysis has been restricted to largely English spoken or written sources. As such, some of the data’s underlying meaning might have faded out in translation.  
6.3 Recommendations for Future Research
In order to further legitimise the 3C paradigm, this thesis suggest that the 3c paradigm should be tested on a broader set of cases. Specifically in terms of generalisability, the paradigm would benefit from inclusion in further research  on cases which function in different levels of the international society. By analysing cases within regional subsets of the global international society. Furthermore, further research regarding the link between the international position of a state, and the hosting strategy adopted could lead to interesting insights in state behaviour.
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