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I.    Foreword 

 

A theater of social action. Everything else - art, politics, education, commerce - only serves to 

make the social drama. – Lewis Mumford, 1937, on the definition of a ‘city’. 

 

Close your eyes. Focus on the complete darkness that is in front of you. Now think of a city. 

What is the first thing that comes up in your mind? For me personally, it is always something 

different. The city council, the bars and restaurants, the number of tourists, shops. They all pas 

the revue. But what is the commonality between all of the things I mention? People. People 

interacting in different ways. Whether it is in a debate, playing boardgames in a bar or fitting 

dresses for their aunt’s wedding. All of this together creates a certain vibe. A diversity of 

dynamics. It is like a big theatre. Expect in this one, everyone has the main role. 

 

This research marks the end of the first steps in my academic career. It is the work that has to 

tie everything that I have learned in the past four years together. And what better way is there, 

than to write your thesis about something you are passionate for. Since I was young, cultures 

fascinated me. The question ‘Why do people speak other languages, eat other food and have 

different traditions?’ occasionally popped into my head. Maybe, this is because of my own 

background. A large part of my family is form Asia. I have been raised with family traditions 

that have been taught from my great-grandparents onto my grandparents and so on, further 

down the ladder. When I got older, my fascination for other cultures did not cease. I became 

interested in refugees. That led to my interest in climate change, conflict studies and 

humanitarian emergencies. In this thesis, you will find a combination of all these subjects.  

 

With this thesis, I really do hope to contribute to a better world for all. But making the world a 

better place, is not something you can do all by yourself. That is why I would like to thank all 

of my teachers at the university, all of my fellow students and other people that made it possible 

for me to pursue my dreams. I would particularly like to thank prof. dr. Oliver Kramsch for his 

accompaniment during the process of writing this thesis. Last of all, I would like to thank drs. 

Jackie van de Walle, who was always there to help me. It gave me a lot of support knowing 

that there was somebody at the university I could always go to when experiencing difficulties. 

Whether it was small business, or something bigger.  
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II.   Summaries 

This chapter will consist out of two summaries. The first one being a Dutch summary, which 

will be written on the B1-level as much as possible: simple Dutch. The reason for me to do this 

is simple. Knowledge and research should not only be understandable for people who had the 

privilege to enjoy higher education. I think it is important to make new insights accessible and 

understandable for everyone, because only then everyone in society will be able to enrich 

themselves and to blend into the societal debates. The second summary will be a more 

extensive academic summary. 

 

II.a. Nederlandse Samenvatting  

In dit onderzoek probeer ik erachter te komen hoe klimaatverandering, het verhuizen van 

iemand van het platteland naar de stad en hoe politiek actief mensen in Accra zijn met elkaar 

verbonden zijn. Accra is de hoofdstad van Ghana en ligt aan de kust. Mensen die op het 

platteland werken in Ghana kunnen hard worden geraakt door de gevolgen van 

klimaatverandering. Zij verhuizen daarom misschien naar de stad. Als ze in de stad zijn, gaan 

ze misschien proberen om hun overheid aan te spreken op het beleid dat om 

klimaatverandering gaat. Ik heb gekeken hoe mensen dit ervaren.  

 

Om dit te onderzoeken heb ik ten eerste gekeken wat er al bekend is. Klimaatverandering kan 

volgens de wetenschap bijdragen aan de verhuizing van mensen vanaf het platteland naar de 

stad. Deze verhuizing zorgt dan op kleine schaal ook weer voor een versterking van 

klimaatverandering. Als de stad groeit, is er bijvoorbeeld meer CO2-uitstoot. Wanneer mensen 

dan naar de stad verhuizen, maar vrienden en familie achterlaten op het platteland, komen zij 

in een andere ruimte, namelijk de stad. In deze ruimte komen zij meer in contact met politiek. 

Zij raken dan misschien politiek meer betrokken door te stemmen, petities te maken, contact 

op te nemen met vertegenwoordigers, meedoen aan demonstraties en meedoen aan 

discussies online. Al deze vijf genoemde dingen, kan die persoon dan ook gebruiken om het 

thema over klimaatverandering, waardoor de persoon heeft moeten verhuizen, onder de 

aandacht te brengen. Op deze manier zorgt deze persoon er misschien voor dat 

klimaatverandering wordt teruggedrongen. 

 

De theorie die hierboven staat, is vergeleken met de situatie in Accra. Wat blijkt is dat het in 

ieder geval wel gebeurt dat klimaatverandering ertoe leidt dat mensen verhuizen van het 

platteland naar de stad. Maar omdat ik door het coronavirus niet zelf met mensen kon spreken, 

is nog niet onderzocht of de rest van de theorie ook klopt.  
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II.b. Academic summary 

The climate is changing and has its impact on the world, also in the rural and vulnerable areas. 

This thesis tries to understand the journey that someone undertakes, when fleeing from their 

home in the vulnerable countryside, to the big city. It tries to comprehend why people flee due 

to climate change, what happens to them when they are to live in a whole new setting and how 

they then fight climate change or the effects of climate change from within this new setting.  

 

This thesis tries to answer the following main question: ‘What is the interaction between climate 

change and urbanization and what role does citizenship play in this interaction in Accra?’. This 

question is divided into three sub questions: 

 

• What are the links between climate change and urbanization in Accra? 

• What is the link between urbanization and political citizenship in Accra? 

• What is the link between political citizenship and climate change Accra? 

 

Firstly, these questions where generalized to see what the literature has to say about it. 

Research shows it is very plausible that people migrate to the city due to the effects of climate 

change on their lives. They then head to the city for jobs. This links also goes the other way 

around: when the city expands, there is less room for green and more greenhouse gas 

emissions. So, what happens when somebody moved to the city? The literature suggests that 

spatial justice comes into play here. People in the rural areas are hurt, while people living in 

the city may be less effected by climate change. This could be a reason for people to exercise 

their political rights (citizenship): voting, petition-making, contacting representatives, taking 

part in demonstrations and participating in the online debate. But it is not yet researched 

whether these forms are used to put climate change and mitigation policies on the agenda. 

 

These theories were then tested on Accra, by using existing case studies. Because of the 

covid-19 virus, conducting fieldwork in Accra physically or digitally was impossible. The case 

studies showed that the links that are distinguished in the literature in general, are indeed also 

applicable to Accra. Climate change leads to people migrating to the city. The other way around 

the link was also proved. This urbanization contributed, even though in very small amounts, to 

climate change as well. There were no existing case studies on Accra regarding the other two 

relevant links. So, the rest of the theory could not be proved. Further fieldwork is therefore 

highly recommended.  
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1.  Introduction 

1.1. Project framework 

In 2015, political scientist Cas Mudde wrote that ‘Populists radical right parties where 

experiencing their biggest electoral and political success in postwar Europe history.’ Examples 

are the ‘Party for Freedom’ in the Netherlands, the ‘Freedom Party in Austria’ and ‘Northern 

Leauge’ in Italy (Table 2, pp 301). These parties typically focus on immigration and integration. 

Due to their electoral win, the subject of migration has won attention in the political arena, as 

well as in the media. But scientists have also tried to explain what migration is, why people 

migrate and what consequences this has for the country they are leaving, as well the country 

they are headed for. One of the reasons people migrate, could be adapting to the vulnerability 

of one’s household or community (Boas, I., Wiegel, H. & Warner, J. 2019). But this, of course, 

is always connected to other factors. Mobilities are ‘always connected, relational and co-

dependent, such that we would always think of them together, not as binary opposites but as 

dynamic constellations of multiple scales, simultaneous practices, and relational meanings.’ 

(Sheller, 2018:1). The IPCC (2007) states that climate change processes may create an 

intense migration from rural to urban areas.   

 

When delving in deeper this urbanization, an interesting connection can be found. When 

people migrate to the city, they enter in another environment than the one they left. More roads, 

more buildings, more traffic, more people. But a city does not only have a structural and 

physical meaning. a city is ‘A theater of social action. Everything else - art, politics, education, 

commerce - only serves to make the social drama.’ (Mumford, 1937). So, what influence does 

this city have on the person migrating towards the city due to climate change? What is this 

person’s role on the stage? For what part of the ‘drama’ will this person be accountable? 

 

1.2. Relevance 

In this paragraph, I will elaborate why I believe that this research is important and has value. I 

will begin with a broad explanation on how I see science, because this heavily influences how 

I appreciate the research I am about to conduct. Once we cleared the air on what science 

actually entails, I will write about how sciences can be put in to use in society. And I will also 

address the different types of research: qualitative and quantitative. Finally, I will explain how 

I think social sciences should be understood and what the relevance of social sciences and 

this thesis is and why I chose to be conducting a qualitative case study. A further argumentation 

of what kind of research is going to be conducted can be found in chapter 3: Methodology. 
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One way to look at science, is to reckon it as a way to reach ultimate truth. By finding out what 

this world and all its inhabitants is all about, we get to know it. Understand it. Learn how to 

interact with it. Whether it is about climate change, psychology or biology. It is meant to help 

the world forward. To innovate. To create a better future for the coming generations.  

 

And this last sentence, in my mind, creates trouble. Because ‘to create a better future for the 

coming generations’ is very subjective. The optimal future for me may be different than the 

optimal future you have in mind. This optimal future probably varies even more when taking all 

the billions of people living in the world, whose views are influenced by their culture, where 

they come from, their heritage and more. To take all these perspectives into account, most 

countries have a democracy (Vossen, 2020). Of course, you could debate about how one 

classifies a democracy, but for the sake of the argument I am making, I am not intending to 

engage in that debate in this thesis. Science gives information to politicians and they make 

decisions based on this science and on their perspective, and that should determine the future 

goal of society. 

 

Sounds simple right? But science is not free of bias and subjectivity. So, how can it then 

objectively help lawmakers and politicians? Let’s take one step back. Can science ever be 

objective? Isn’t every scientist biased by what they know, what they have been taught and 

have learned? For this reason, I believe (social) sciences, are not objective. For example. We 

can determine group behavior by quantitative sociological analysis. We can spot trends and 

links within groups. But these trends change over time. And even if we find links, we know 

nothing. Because, what do links represent if we do not understand why these links are in place? 

Of course, I am exaggerating this now to explain my argument. Yet, anthropological, 

psychological and many other sciences are trying to understand what goes on in the minds of 

people. This is a more qualitative approach. We try to determine what makes subjects of 

research engage in these links. Because, when we understand these links, politicians can act 

on them. You cannot fight poverty by merely analyzing a graph. You need the stories of people 

who live in poverty. For this thesis, I was thinking how I could make my research as objective 

as possible. So, I will be trying to capture as many points of view as possible. Even though 

total objectivity may not exist, it is about how we can understand people. Only is we understand 

them, we can act on it. That is why for the analysis chapter, I will be using other case studies 

on Ghana to verify of contradict my theory. 

 

When studying the debates on objectivity, I stumbled upon an anthropologist who heavily 

influenced the way I think about science. When I started my bachelor, I would have never even 

thought about doing a qualitative case study. After all, it is not generalizable, so how can we 
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help society by researching it? What does it contribute? In his famous paper ‘When things 

strike back: a possible contribution of ‘science studies’ to social sciences’, Bruno Latour (2000), 

states that the way we see objectivity is outdated. Instead of trying to minimalize the difference 

between views to reach objectivity, we kind of need to maximize it. When I was looking for the 

link between climate change, urbanization and political citizenship, I firstly tried to look for a 

way to prove the theory in general. But that is impossible. You would maybe create a model in 

which every single case in the world fits, but the model won’t say anything. This is the case, 

because every situation is unique. Like Latour states: we do not need to minimalize point of 

views, let us maximize it. And let us make sure that every aspect of the case you are studying 

is taken into account.  

 

And that is what drove me to use these case studies. Finding the truth is not about trying to 

generalize it. It is to appreciate the value of each person and object you are trying to 

understand. And that bring me to the societal and scientific relevance of this thesis. Societally, 

for a nation to be democratic the voice of people must be heard and understood. This thesis 

tries to explore how people participate in the political arena that is the city. How people 

experience their migration to the city and upon which troubles they stumble. When 

understanding why and how people move, policy makers can find solutions to give unheard 

people a voice. A voice that complements the color palette that represents a democracy. 

Scientifically, this research adds yet another drop of water to the bucket. By creating a theory 

out of the existing literature and applying it on a city, we can find out which processes underly 

the framework in this specific context.  

 

1.3. Research goal 

There has already been written a lot about the subjects of migration (Lucassen & Lucassen, 

1999; Olesen, 2002; Schapendonk & Steel, 2014), climate change (Collier, Conway & 

Venables, 2008; Challinor et al, 2007; Boko et al, 2018)  and urbanization (Gugler & Flanagan, 

1978; Kuper, 1965; Mabogunje, 1968). The part that is missing, however, is a theoretical 

framework to combine the three elements. By combining theories and literary works of 

scientists,  this thesis attempts to create this missing framework, which also includes the role 

of the individual by taking into account the role of citizenship. The goal is to give a conceptual 

overview on the relationship between climate change and urbanization and to determine what 

the role of citizens is in this connection. This model will be tested on a city in Ghana. Namely, 

Accra. More information on the city and the research context will be provided in chapter 2. The 

outcome of this research can be used by governments to understand the mechanisms behind 

climate change, urbanization and citizenship.  
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1.4. Main and sub questions 

This thesis will therefore examine the following: ‘What is the interaction between climate 

change and urbanization and what role does citizenship play in this interaction in Accra?’ To 

be able to answer this question, the following sub questions will be answered: 

 

• What are the links between climate change and urbanization in Accra? 

To understand why people would even migrate to the city, it is important to understand the 

consequences of climate change for people living and working in rural areas. This question 

delves deeper into the dynamics that lie behind migration and the way that climate change 

changes the lives of people and families.  

 

• What is the link between urbanization and political citizenship in Accra? 

So, when someone has moved to the city, what happens then? This thesis wants to discover 

what piece of the puzzle leads to the migrant taking climate action. This piece can also be 

known as ‘political citizenship’. This question explores the development of the person in the 

dynamics between urbanization and climate change and also takes in to accounts certain 

aspects of spatial justice.  

 

 

• What is the link between political citizenship and climate change Accra? 

This question is an extension to the question above. It explores how people put their political 

citizenship in use. How they demand climate action. How they demand spatial and social 

justice for other people that are left behind in the rural areas. This question also tries to 

discover whether these actions really do affect the governmental policy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Conceptual model 
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2. Case context 

In this thesis, I will focus on the city or Accra, Ghana and its surrounding rural areas. In this 

chapter, the context of the case will be drawn. Firstly, there will be a broad description on 

history of Accra. After that, the demography, economy and geography of Accra will be 

described. After that, it will be argued why Accra makes for a suitable case to test the theory 

given in chapter. 

 

2.1 History 

Jack Arn (1996) wrote a chapter on the, so to say, demographic history of Accra. It is said that 

the origins of Accra lie in the coastal area where the ‘Ga-Adange people’ (Ozanne, 1962) lived 

for more than a thousand years. Other populations like the ‘Kpesi people’ also used to live in 

and among the area where Accra now is geographically situated (Dickson, 1969). Big changes 

began when the Portuguese arrived at Elmina in 1471. In the 16 th century, the beaches in the 

Accra area were used for trade, what lead to an increase in population, urbanization and 

production in goods (Ozanne, 1962). Sometime after 1576, the Dutch took over. They built a 

fort and by 1633, they had their own trade monopoly in the region (Wilks, 1957). Several years 

later, the Dutch also transported slaves from the area to the Americas and the West Indies. 

But European rivalries grew, and so did the protections on the established forts at the 

Ghanaian coasts. Trade was less focused on the North, via the Sahara, and more on the 

South, via the sea. Trade grew which gave an opportunity to Africans to climb up the 

socioeconomic ladder. They also mingled relationship wise with the Europeans. The growing 

city asked for services and production, like masons and bricklayers.  

 

Empires more North from the coast expanded towards the coast. Of course, due to economic 

trade-related reasons. For several years, there have been battles between different 

populations that lived in that area. Mid-18th century, the Asante conquered the area of Accra. 

While the Asante were building an empire in West Africa, in Europe something changed. 

Industrialization, capitalism and urban growth came in to play. The overseas controlled areas 

where now used as production facilities for resources needed in the new products (Reynolds, 

1974). Slave trade was also abolished in several countries. However, this meant it was 

necessary to develop a new basis for economic life. This realization increased the export in 

agricultural products and significantly changed the tradition agriculture in the region (Hopkins, 

1973). One of the products that which was hugely demanded was palm oil, for which Accra 

became the premier export fort. Later, the British bought of the other European settlers, the 

Dutch and the Danes, and gained full control over the area (Flint, 1974). 
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In 1877, Accra was selected as headquarters of the new Colonial Administration. This led to 

the immigration of British civil servants, which stimulated economic development (Arn, 1996). 

At the begin of the 20th century, infrastructure such as railways were laid down form Accra to 

other important locations. This came in handy for the trade in cocoa beans and other 

resources. This provided a big growth in population and economic activities. Between 1911 

and 1921 the city grew from 19.800 to 38.600 persons (Brand, 1972a). However, some jobs 

were not filled in by the local population. This led to the increase in non-Ghanaian workers. 

However, big parts of the population were not involved in political processes. This also led to 

slums in the Accra area.  

 

In the years that followed, Accra as a city did participate in the globalization trend. Of course, 

not every citizen was evenly affected by globalization. This led to interflows between the local 

communities and the global environment (Grant, 2009). In his book, Grant has a beautiful 

description of how Accra as a city can be seen: ‘This urban environment is best described as 

truncated modernization: the evolving city is fragmented, chaotic and spatially messy. It does 

not fit neat categories and/or simple compartmentalizations into traditional and modern, formal 

and informal. Moreover, the city has outgrown the clear spatial demarcations of the colonial 

era. The emerging urban and economic spatial formations are less than clear.’  

 

From the 1960’s, the city was segregated between, mostly, three groups: the natives, the 

foreign-born -mostly Muslims- and the non-African population (Brand, 1972b). The city 

expanded rapidly, between 1950 and 1990, when the rulers of the newly independent Ghana 

enacted policies that favored the urban region (Konadu-Agyemang, 2001). The city grew to 

almost a million inhabitants. And now, it is the question how much growth the city can handle 

(Rain et al, 2011) 

 

2.2 Present day context 

And that brings us to the contemporary context of Accra. The city of Accra has over 2 million 

inhabitants (Ghana Statistical Service, n.d.) It also is the capital of Ghana. When picking a 

certain case, it is important to think about why this case will be suitable for the research you 

are doing. In this thesis, I am looking for a city that has known or has a high urbanization rate. 

This is the increase of the proportion of urban population over time (Unicef, 2012). This is an 

important given, because I will be looking for people that fled to the city from the rural areas 

around it. The CIA (2020) writes that there is an annual rate of urbanization of 3.34%. The 

average is 1,9%.  
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2.3 Suitability for the research 

But does this urbanization rate also link to climate change? I needed to find a case, in which 

the rural countryside is struck by the effects of climate change. Accra lies at the coast of the 

Gulf of Guinee (see figure 2). The Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 2018 published a report 

on Climate Change in Ghana. It says that ‘Climate change in Ghana is projected to affects its 

vital water resources, energy supplies, crop production and food security’. The report writes 

that especially citizens that are strongly dependent on natural resources are vulnerable. Such 

as smallholder farmers. Agriculture is also the backbone of the Ghanaian economy. Around 

45% of the workforce works in this sector, it contributes to 21% of the gross domestic product 

and covers 70% of the national food requirements (CIA, 2015). So now that we figured that 

climate change could be a real threat to the Ghanaian population, is there also a lead that 

shows a possible link between climate change and urbanization? Literature suggests there is 

(see the theoretical framework for an extensive overview).  

 

And lastly, the links to and from political citizenship. In this research I am trying to see whether 

this link is justifiable for Ghana, and especially Accra and the people who move to Accra. 

Because Accra tics the two boxes regarding the questions I want to answer: it has a relatively 

high urbanization rate and is prone to climate change. I see Accra as a suitable case for this 

thesis. 

 

 

Figure 2: Geographical overview of Ghana. Photo taken by myself from 'map'-app on my computer. 
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3. Theoretical framework 

In this chapter, an overview of the current debates on the relationship between climate change 

and urbanization will be drawn. But first, definitions of the main components of this thesis 

including citizenship, urbanization and climate change will be described and anchored. After 

that, every sub question will have its own theoretical foundation. These foundations will form 

a research model, including a broad description, that will conclude this chapter. 

 

3.1. Definitions 

In this paragraph, the most important terms will be discussed in order to present an 

understandable theory. The three key elements from the conceptual model will be defined 

here, but also the terms ‘city’ and ‘space’. Because, when one wants to understand how 

citizenship develops, it is important first to know where this development takes place and how 

the physical root of it can be understood.  

 

3.1.1. Space 

Gotham (2012) states that modern theories of urbanization emerged in Europe at the time that 

the industrial revolution took place. Great thinkers like Weber, Marx and Tönnies tried to define 

the city. The movement of people from the rural areas to the cities drove Tönnies, for example, 

to write about the differences between rural and urban life. Here, his concept of Gesellschaft 

came to life. Instead of the common norms and values in the pre-urban time (Gemeinschaft), 

people became more individual and started living together as a Gesellschaft. To understand 

what urbanization means, it is important to firstly discuss the concept of ‘space’ and the 

concept of a ‘city’, for, or course, a city is a space.  

 

In his book, Lefebvre (1991) distinguishes three types of spaces. Social space, absolute space 

and abstract space. Space for him in general, is something that classifies products and 

contains the relationship between these products. ‘It is the outcome of a sequence and set of 

operations, and thus cannot be reduced to the rank of a simple object.’ To put it simply, space 

is something that gives values to actors and binds them. ‘Actors’ in this case, can mean 

anything.  

 

Social space is an environment where people live. What they call home (Gotham, 2012). 

Lefebvre (1991) states that social space is ‘what permits fresh action to occur, while suggesting 

others and prohibiting yet others.’ Again, these actions can be broadly interpreted. It is the 

space that facilitates us to make actions. Lefebvre, however, was not the first person who 

came up with the concept of social space. According to Buttimer (1969), it was Durkheim who 
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laid the foundations in the 1890’s. In his book, he defines absolute space as something that is 

given, containing figures, relations, proportions, numbers et cetera. Abstract spaces are 

spaces of configuration. They are ‘defined by deformation or transformation’. They are defined 

by a topology. It is completely free of extraneous variables, like terrain shapes. You could 

argue it is a conceptual model of space. All these definitions and perspectives on space will 

be further elaborated in paragraph 3.1.2., when we talk about the meaning of a city.  

 

3.1.2. City 

So then, what is a city? Hospers et al (2015) state that there is no unambiguously definition of 

what a city exactly is. But what he does say, is that the definition depends on your perspective. 

This is confirmed by Parr (2007) and the International Urban Research (1959). Parr says that 

some perspectives that have took part in the debate are the economic (Ratcliff, 1949; Sombart, 

1902), the sociological (Weber, 1921/1958; Wirth, 1938), the cultural (Mumford, 1938; Zukin, 

1995) and the historical (Pirenne, 1936; Weber, 1899). Levy (1978) calls it ‘the focus and 

symbol of modern life.’ Parr also states that cities could be defined by several parameters like 

legal boundaries and number of inhabitants, Of course, you could also define a city as being 

a phenomenon created by law. In the Netherlands, for example, a city had to had city rights 

(Van Engen, 2005). 

 

In his article, Parr distinguishes four kinds of cities. The built city, the consumption city, the 

employment city and the workforce city. A built city is a continuing or almost-continuing part of 

space, in this context the absolute version, where the functions of living, manufacturing, 

commerce and transport are being fulfilled. This could be combined with a population 

threshold, and you would have a definition of what a city exactly is. The critique that can be 

made here is, what the definition of continuous would be. Does this mean that a ‘village’ near 

the ‘city’ counts as a part of the city?  

 

Secondly, Parr distinguishes the consumption city. This is a phenomenon that is drawn up 

from three qualifications. Firstly, housing expenditures. This describes to what extent people 

of non-built cities depend on built cities for their everyday purchases and other expenditures. 

The second qualification is the access to services, like schools, medical aid and parks. The 

third aspect is that it can be built up from built cities. The critique you could make here, is that 

due to the internet, people have become less dependent on the nearby city as their core 

provider of goods. This switch from the physical shop to ‘e-shopping’ has, among others, been 

researched by Hsiao (2009).  
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Thirdly, Parr defines the employment city as a place where people are employed that are not 

merely living in the built city. Lastly, the workforce city. This is a place that is concerned with 

the daily movement of labour to the built city. It represents an area from which a given majority 

of the labour requirements from the built city is drawn. Here you could also pose the argument 

regarding digitalization and time-space compression. Soeteman (2011) for example says that 

people in the Netherlands increasingly work from home.  Also, research (2018) by the Dutch 

Planbureau voor de Leefomgeving (the Dutch governmental organisation for research on living 

environment) shows that between 1995 and 2016 the distance people travel to work increased. 

This can make the ‘area from which a given majority of the labour requirements form the built 

city is drawn’ rather complicated.  

 

Other than Parr, there have been many other scholars that have studied the phenomenon of 

a city. Some of them have tried to explain the abstract meaning of a city. Three of them are 

Edward Soja, David Harvey and Robert Park. Soja (2000) saw six ways to define a city, which 

complement each other: The postfordist industrial metropolis, the cosmopolis, the exopolis, 

the rafctal city, the carceral archipelago and the simcity. Among others, he described the city 

as a subject of globalization, meaning that cities have a strong position in the global network.  

But taking it more to an abstract level, he also points to the spatial segregation between 

different population groups. Park (1967) defined the city as, and I quote: ‘Man's most consistent 

and on the whole, his most successful attempt to remake the world he lives in more after his 

heart's desire. But, if the city is the world which man created, it is the world in which he is 

henceforth condemned to live. Thus, indirectly, and without any clear sense of the nature of 

his task, in making the city man has remade himself.’ This beautiful quote is also written down 

by Harvey (2008) in his famous paper ‘The Right to the City’ in which he states that the city is 

a representation society itself. When discussing political citizenship, we will come across their 

concepts of social and spatial justice too. However, the ‘Right to the City’ has been coined by 

Lefebvre (1996) before Harvey did. 

 

In his book ‘Seeking Spatial Justice’, Edward Soja (2013) describes the way that spatial justice-

movements emerged in Los Angeles. It is a story about the struggle for access to the city. For 

better housing and better urban quality. Later on, it became a story of the struggle for broader 

economic and social justice. The fight against inequality and the effects of the neoliberal norms 

that apply in the ‘laws’ if city building. It is intriguing to see how space influences people’s 

actions. Short (2017) writes that in recent decennia, the government claimed a stronger role in 

urban planning, because the laissez-faire market-led urban planning led to, for example, 

inequalities and urban congestion. But when the government gets a stronger role in planning, 

politics come in to play. And this raises the question: ‘who has the power’. If the city represents 
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society, a government that shapes the city shapes society too. And that is where I lay the link 

with the concept of political citizenship, which will be elaborated further on in this chapter.  

 

In conclusion, there is no conclusive definition for what a city exactly is. The four types of cities 

as described above, can be seen as functions of cities. In this thesis, the research question 

has to do with urbanization as a solution and a cause for people to being victim of climate 

change. The city in this research will therefore, more or less, be defined as a political arena. A 

place where society is shaped trough city building. Where activism and politics are practiced 

and where inequalities are being found and inequalities are remedied.  

 

3.1.3.Urbanization 

We have now defined what space and what a city is or what it could be defined as. But what 

then exactly is urbanization? According to Tisdale (1941), it is a process of population 

concentration that proceeds in two ways. First of all, the multiplication of points of concentration 

and secondly, the size of individual concentrations. It this definition, ‘points of concentration’ is 

equal to the phenomenon ‘city’. Urbanization can also be defined as a process by which rural 

areas become urbanized as a result of economic development and industrialization (Chen, 

Cheng & Peng, 2011). The difference between urban and rural in their definition is that rural 

populations live in smaller, less dense and less differentiated places. They do, however, also 

acknowledge that urbanization could also be seen as a redistribution of populations from rural 

to urban settlements. 

 

To really understand urbanization, it is important to know what makes urbanization happen. 

You could argue that people, especially in this thesis, migrate to the city to find work. But why 

does this ‘work’ concentrate is a certain space? In his book ‘An introduction to Urban 

Geography’ (Short, 2017) explains how cities arose. The first cities served as a node for trade 

and eventually cities also served as safe territory from a dangerous outside world. Going 

further down the line a few decades, cities became economic and cultural nodes in the system. 

You could argue that historical determinism, therefore, has been a large factor in the creation 

of cities. Later on, cities grew as the industrial revolution lead to many working possibil ities. 

People had to live in dirty and cramped working-class-neighborhoods (Foster, 2013). Since 

1950 the rate of urbanization rose. In the core-countries (wealthy countries in the world system) 

cities rapidly grew because of economic growth. In the peripheries (poorer areas in the world 

system) people migrated to find a better life in the city.   this thesis the definition of urbanization 

will be the same as the second definition of Chen, Cheng & Peng: a redistribution of 

populations from the rural to urban settlements. But within this definition, we will of course be 

keeping in mind the meaning of a city.  
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3.1.4. Climate Change 

According to the United Nations (2011), ‘climate change refers to a change in the state of the 

climate that can be identified by changes in the mean and/or the variability of its properties and 

that persists for an extended period, typically decades or longer.’ But what then exactly is 

climate? The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (2018)1 defined climate as being 

the average weather, or more rigorously, as the statistical description in terms of the mean and 

variability of relevant quantities over a period of time ranging from months to thousands or 

millions of years. The classical period for averaging these variables is 30 years, as defined by 

the World Meteorological Organization. 

 

In the Summary for Policymakers (The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, 20182) 

the organization summarized the effects of global warming. In this case, they analyzed the 

difference between the impacts of climate change when the global temperature would rise 

1,5°C and 2°C. High sea levels, drought, perishing of ecosystems, problems in food and water 

supplies are all consequences of global warming. But the impacts of these consequences are 

not distributed evenly. The impact will depend on, among others, geographic location, welfare 

and adaptability.  

 

Climate change occurs due to a different pallet of natural and human drivers. Natural causes 

are the eruptions of volcanoes, human causes are deforestation and the combustion of fossil 

fuels, which leads to an increase in greenhouse gasses in the atmosphere. These gasses 

cause for the warmth of the earth to be kept within the atmosphere (Hom, 2007). While the 

drivers of climate change do not take national boundaries into account, the effects of climate 

change differ regionally. Due to its low-lying geography Bangladesh will, for example be more 

vulnerable to floods that Mongolia. This local effect for the Accra region will be described in 

chapter 5.  

 

3.1.5. Citizenship 

In the conceptual model (figure 1) the citizenship is also a variable. It describes in what way 

the person that migrated from a rural area to an urban area becomes part of the city. This term 

does not have a right or wrong definition (Flanagan, Sherrod & Youniss, 2002). However, these 

authors write that ‘citizenship’ have to include components relating to moving beyond self-

interest and expressing concerns for others. Empathy, so to say. Another component is 

tolerance and the understanding of rights and responsibilities of a citizen in a democracy. 

These components however indicate that it is a very ‘western’ view on citizenship; not every 

country has a democracy. However, you could replace the term ‘democracy’ for another 

political aspect of life. Seymour (1960) defines citizenship as ‘those who are included in a given 
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state’s circle of full political participation’. According to Lilleker and Koc-Michalska (2017), 

political participation used to be a collection of voting, petition-making, contact elected 

representatives and taking part in demonstrations. But with digital technologies emerging, non-

conventional acts such as participating in the online debate, became part of political 

participation.  

 

Pearce (2007) define citizenship as ‘the ability to exercise rights in a meaningful way’. This can 

be done through the previous named collection, but sometimes is limited through violence by 

for example the government. McGee (2014) also notes that to exercise these rights can be 

enhanced when violence by the state drops. In my opinion however, this does not necessarily 

need to be the state. Power, and violence that can come with it, can also be exercised by non-

state actors. An example of such an actor is the Islamic State (Laub, 2016).  

 

Here I would like to make the bridge to spatial justice. Because the way that people compete 

in the political arena that is a city, depends on their views on life. And these views on life are 

influenced by what people experience. In his essay ‘The city and Spatial Justice’, Edward Soja 

(2009) defines what spatial justice means and why it is relevant. According to Soja, spatial 

justice refers to ‘an intentional and focused emphasis on the spatial geographical aspects of 

justice and injustice’. He also says that it involves fair distribution of space, the socially valued 

resources and the opportunities to use them. More concretely, Soja gives examples like the 

Apartheid in South-Africa, core-periphery divides and residential segregation. Harvey (2008) 

says that these can be the consequence of neoliberal policies in the field of urban planning. 

When specifying this concept to the specific case of my thesis, the following question comes 

up: is it just that people that live in different areas under the jurisdiction of the same 

government, experience different degrees of damage due to climate change? This question 

will be worked out further in chapter 3.2. 

 

In conclusion: in this thesis, these perspectives on spatial justice will be woven into political 

citizenship. The actions that are conducted through political citizenship will be driven by the 

spatial justice-issues. Specifically, this thesis will review how people, when fled due to climate 

change, not only claim their place in the city, but also use their voice on climate change policy 

by their government. In what way do they protest on the streets for better socio-ecological 

policies? In what way do they vote, keeping in mind these problems that drove them away from 

their place? What is the role of this sense of justice within their human being? 
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3.2. Theory-building 

In this paragraph, the cornerstones of the conceptual model (figure 1) will be laid out. Firstly, 

the positive link going from climate change to urbanization will be described. Secondly, the 

positive link going, the other way around, from urbanization to climate change will be 

elaborated. Lastly, the links between urbanization, citizenship and climate change will be 

addressed.  

 

3.2.1. The links between climate change to urbanization 

So, what exactly does the link going from climate change to urbanization entail? In paragraph 

3.1.3. we already elaborated on the concept of urbanization. For example: when someone 

moves from a rural area to a city, it is called urbanization. But what are the motives of someone 

who does this and how does it relate to climate change? In the late 2000s there was a change 

in the discourse on climate change-related migration. Instead of climate change-related 

migration being something that threatens the global peace (Myers, 2002), migrating due to 

climate change became more recognized as an important mechanism of human adaptation to 

changes in their environment (Black et al, 2011.; McLeman & Smit, 2006). Laczko and 

Aghazarm (2009) acknowledge that population mobility is a common response of people for 

adapting to environmental risk.  

 

There are however many more reasons that make people migrate. Individual characteristics 

(Sandberg & Saldaña-Zorrilla, 2009), household strategies (Aggarawal et al, 2008), 

institutional and socio-economic context (Warner, 2010; Saldaña-Zorrilla, 2008) and culture 

(Donner & Rodríguez, 2008; Meze-Hausken, 2008). Environmental change is one of these 

reasons, but it is hard to break down what part it plays exactly migration motives of people. 

People always migrate due to a combination of factors and this is also dependent on the 

geographical situation. When living near a sea that is going to flood, that is a big push factor 

to migrate. When living in a very arid area, drought can be. However, people can also migrate 

due to economic reasons. (Adamo, 2010; Adamo, 2009; Laczko & Aghazarm, 2009; 

Sanderson, 2009).  Adamo (2010) writes that environmental change can increase migration 

flows to cities. This could either be temporarily or permanently. Research (Locke, 2009; 

Douglas, Leatherman & Zhang, 2000) shows that environmental issues like coastal erosion 

and salinization of drinking water and agricultural land, triggers urbanization. Climate change 

can also lead to drought (Stringer et al, 2009). So, the causality that climate change leads to 

urbanization can be drawn from the literary work other authors. Deichmann, Henderson & 

Storeygard (2017) showed that in, for example, Africa this causality is present. They found that 

declining farm conditions, among others because of drying, makes people want to move to the 

cities.   
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So, these are all push factors. Reasons why people leave. But why do they head for the city 

especially, and not for another safe rural area? In other words, what are the pull factors? 

Deichmann, Henderson & Storeygard (2017) found that people mostly go to cities where there 

is industry, so they can earn a livelihood.  Also, Elgin & Oyvat (2013) state that the informal 

economy also is a pull factor for people to move to the city. Hart (2008) defines this as a set of 

economic activities that take place outside of the private and public sector establishments. 

Ihrig and Moe (2004) define it as a sector where legal products are produced, but which does 

not comply with government regulations.  

 

But the link between climate change and urbanization also goes the other way around. So, 

let’s say that due to climate change, someone migrated from the rural countryside to the city. 

What happens next? Roy, Asaduzzaman & Jahan (2010) write that urbanization contributes to 

climate change, because rich urbanities produce more greenhouse gases than poor rural 

people. Critique on this point of view, however, is that not everybody that leaves for the city 

immediately becomes rich. Maybe the city in totality produces more greenhouse gasses, but 

when analyzing this on a micro-level, you can see many differences between certain 

population groups. This was proven by Duro & Padilla (2006). Pokorny et al (2009) also say 

that urbanization contributes to climate change. This is because urban development leaves 

less room for green. Green in this context means plants that evaporate water. This evaporation 

of course cools area. In order to decrease the loss of evaporation and therefore cooling, one 

could argue that cities must be built nature included. To build nature-included means: to found 

or renovate buildings in living areas and to arrange them so the natural values benefit from 

them (Farjon et al, 2018). One practice of this definition is for example an ecological green 

structure, that connects the city to the outer, more green regions. But is this way of building 

achievable in poorer countries that struggle with the effects of climate change in their rural 

areas? Boeschoten (2019) found that nature-based solutions on city planning know some 

challenges in developing countries. Governments of these countries have other priorities than 

to ‘green’ the city. And with this struggle, urbanized and urbanizing areas in developing 

countries will be contributing to a warming climate.  

 

3.2.2 From urbanization to citizenship 

Let’s go back to micro-level for a minute. When someone migrates from a rural site to a city, 

they become ‘part’ of the city. They live, eat, sleep and work there. They are, as Mumford 

would say, part of the decor. But what links migrating to a city and citizenship together? Cities 

are also the place where citizenship has its origins. The democratic citizenship that we know 

today is ‘the outcome of struggles over who should be included in or excluded from the polity’ 



21 
 

in ancient Athens (Isin, 2002). The city, in this case, is also ‘the battleground through which 

groups define their identities, stake their claims, wage their battles and articulate citizenship 

right and obligations. The city is, so to say, a theater (Mumford, 1937) which exhibits a violent 

play on rights and identity. But of course, plays can also be non-violent. Take the climate 

protests in the last years for example. In this thesis, the question concerning citizenship is how 

it emerges from urbanization and how it contributes to reduce climate change. As explained in 

the paragraphs on definitions, ‘citizenship’ can split up in several components: voting, petition-

making, contacting representatives, taking part in demonstrations and participating in online 

debate (Lilleker and Koc-Michalska (2017). However, violence and power related violence can 

decrease the ability to exercise these rights (Pearce, 2007; McGee, 2014).  

 

So, the question now is, how do people that moved from rural areas to cities ‘gain’ this type of 

citizenship and why do they want this kind of citizenship? How can they access the political 

arena? Or did they already have access to this arena from their rural homes via, for example, 

social media? However, I did not find a general theoretical framework for citizenship of political 

citizenship in rural Africa. Nonetheless, several case studies have been done on the, for 

example, Senegal, Kenya, Ghana and Côte d’Ivoire (See for example: Patterson, 1999; 

Ndegwa, 1997 & MacLean, 2010). In this thesis, the components (voting, petition-making, 

contacting representatives, taking part in demonstrations and participating in the online 

debate) of political citizenship as described in the definition will be applied on citizens that head 

to the city. This thesis will focus on the change that citizens will go through in the context of 

these components.  

 

As we have seen in paragraph 2.2.1, there are several reasons that someone flees to the city. 

But why does someone want to gain this abstract ‘political citizenship’? I would like to fill this 

gap with the concepts of spatial justice, as elaborated in paragraph 3.1.5. Soja (2009) writes 

that social and human processes shape spatial processes and the other way around. Due to 

the lack of policy, slums can grow. But slums can also be placed by the government. It is a 

two-way-street (Anguelovski et al, 2011).  

 

But why is this relevant? We have to ask ourselves: how did people end up in the situation in 

which they were at the potential of being harmed? In what way was the government involved 

in this? The role of the government could be a factor in the way that people claim their 

citizenship: when one feels the government did not treat them the right way, entering the 

political arena that is a city could give them a newfound voice in the debates on these justice 

issues. And it is no coincidence that this arena is formed in a city. It is the specifity of urban 

space that gives voice to the marginalized groups (Soja, 2000). 
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In the literature, there is a possible gap on this particular issue. Research has been done on 

citizenship in Ghana in general (Kobo, 2010; MacLean, 2010; Fallon, 2003), but I could not 

find specific literature that focusses on people that moved from the rural areas to the city. In 

this thesis, I will try to see whether this kind of research has been done in other countries and 

what the results of those contexts are. To prove this link for Ghana specifically, data derived 

from case studies will be used. When these are not sufficient, what lacks will also be 

recommendation for further research on this subject. Please see chapter 4 for the motivation 

behind this research method.  

 

3.2.3 From political citizenship to climate change 

Lastly, the link between citizenship and climate change. To understand this link, we have to 

zoom in on the city. Ellison (1979) calls the city a political arena. Mintzberg (1985) distinguishes 

four forms of political arenas. Firstly, confrontation. This is characterized by intense, confined 

and brief confrontation. Secondly a shaky alliance: with moderate, confined and possibly 

enduring conflict. Thirdly, politicized organization. This version entails moderate, pervasive 

and brief conflict. Lastly, there is a complete political arena. This is characterized by intense, 

pervasive and brief conflict. These political arenas shape the urban political agenda. An 

example of the political arena in motion, is given by Nelson & Ehrenfeucht (2016). To deal with 

the higher frequency of hurricanes, people had to relocate. The decisions people made were 

the outcome of the conflict in this arena.  

 

In these ‘political arenas’, there have, for example, been several so called ‘climate marches’ in 

which thousands of people marching for a better environmental policy. One of the biggest 

examples was the #FridaysForFuture climate protests, that was held around the globe in 

March 2019. More than 1.6 million people participated in this strike (Wahlström et al, 2019) . 

This can also be seen as people practicing their political citizenship. However, these has not 

been done a lot of research on the interrelatedness between political citizenship, climate 

change and urbanization. On this subject, the found results will thus be a fundamental part of 

the theoretical framework. 

 

3.3. Summarizing: conceptual model and operationalization  

In this paragraph, I will shortly summarize the links that are central in this research. This will 

result in the research model shown in figure 1. After that, the links will be operationalized, in 

order to make them testable. This operationalization will be used to compare the conducted 

case studies to the theory. 
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Firstly, the link from climate change to urbanization. The literature suggests that it is very 

plausible that people migrate due to the effects of climate change on their lives. According to 

some authors, however, climate change alone will not be the only reason people leave. On the 

other side, people head to the city for jobs, whether it is in the formal or informal economy. And 

this link also goes the other way around. Urbanities produce more greenhouse gasses than 

rural areas, but this more often is the case when talking about richer urbanities. However, the 

physical expansion of a city leaves less room for green which contributes to climate change 

on micro level.  

 

Secondly, the link going from urbanization to (political) citizenship. This link tries to understand 

how people change when they start living in the city. It tries to understand how people 

participate in the public debate and why they do this. In the literature, I found that spatial justice 

can be a driver for people to participate in public debates. In this thesis, I want to find out how 

this concept plays parts in people’s motivation to own up to this citizenship. This citizenship 

then expresses itself in the following actions: voting, petition-making, contacting 

representatives, taking part in demonstrations and participating in the online debate. 

 

Lastly, the link between political citizenship and climate change. When people exercise this 

citizenship, the city becomes an arena in which people raise their voices about subjects they 

deem important. Apart from several examples on climate protests, the literature does not show 

research done on the intersection between spatial justice, climate change and political 

citizenship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1: Conceptual model 
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Concept Dimension Item 

Climate change Push factors Impacts of  climate change 

Governmental policy (how 

does the government deal 

with climate change? 

Urbanization Expansion of the city Impact on climate 

Pull factors Governmental policy (how 

does the government deal 

with urbanization?) 

Economic options 

Political citizenship Participating in the debate 

(voting, petition-making, 

contacting representatives, 

taking part in demonstrations 

and participating in the online 

debate) 

Governmental policy (has 

policy really changed) 

Influencing government 

Figure 3: Operationalization 

 

In figure 3, the conceptualization is explained. Each link in the conceptual model is one 

concept, that can be narrowed down to several dimensions. These dimensions are the parts 

of the concept that are important to the research. The item is the testable variable. For 

example, climate change is a central concept. In this context, it drives people away from their 

homes. We can measure this by looking into the impacts of climate change and on 

governmental, mitigation, policies.  
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4. Methodology 

In this chapter, there will be a description of the way this research will be done. Some important 

questions and choices within the goal and the method of this research will be addressed. First 

of all, will this research be in depth of the topic or will it be kept broad? Is it going to contribute 

in a very detailed and singular way, or will it be a framework that can be broadly applied to 

various cases? Secondly, will this research be done quantitative or qualitative and on the basis 

of existing empirical material or not? Will the research method be based on a survey, a case 

study or something else? And why are these decisions made? After answering these 

questions, this chapter will then describe how the main question will be researched. 

 

4.1. Research strategy 

To find out what the interaction is between climate change and urbanization and what role 

citizenship plays in this interaction, I am going to conduct a qualitative research. I will be 

focusing on the city of Accra in Ghana as a case upon which I am going to apply my theory. 

By using qualitative research methods, I intend to get a deeper understanding of the 

experiences of people. This means this research will dive deep into one’s motives and will 

therefore be detailed and singular. It is possible, however, that these motives will be applicable 

on other people that went through the same process of migrating.  

 

Due to the covid-19 virus, I won’t be able to travel to Accra, physically or digitally, which makes 

it impossible for me to conduct fieldwork. In this thesis, therefore, I will be using formerly 

conducted case studies to perform the research. For every described ‘link’ I will analyze case 

studies that have been done in Ghana and I will then compare those results to my theoretical 

framework to see if my theory in general can be proven.  

 

When case studies are not available or have not been done on the subject I am looking for, 

this will be reflected in the recommendations paragraph (6.3). The same goes for researches 

that show some form of correlation between the results and the proposed theory.  

 

4.2. Research material 

In this paragraph, I will delve deeper into data I am using in order to conduct this research. 

Because fieldwork is not doable at the moment, I am going to use existing case studies on the 

subjects that are shown in the conceptual model (figure 1). I am going to look up combinations 

consisting of the main concept from my conceptual model and the name of the city: Accra. I 

will look for case studies that have to do with the links presented in the figure and will analyze 

whether they prove or disprove the part of my theory.  
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4.3. Reflection on methodology 

In paragraph 1.2 I already elaborated on the relevance of this research and on why I chose a 

qualitative approach. In this paragraph, I want to elaborate this a little bit further. In the debate 

of qualitative versus quantitative research, purists of both sides of the aisle have emerged. 

Quantitative purists believe that observations should be treated the same as in the physical 

sciences, while qualitative purists, the interpretivists, say that reality is subjective (Krauss, 

2005; Bryman, 1984; Amare, 2004; Guba & Lincoln, 2000; Lincoln & Guba, 1994). This second 

train of thought is also found in Latour’s (2000) argument that was already explained in 

paragraph 1.2.  

 

If I were to conduct quantitative research, the only thing I could have proven, is that there is a 

correlation between my links. But to put it in the words of Plato: I know that I know nothing. 

There are things that people do not know. Things that I do not know. What exactly is hidden 

from us to this day. But this for me, makes it risky to conduct quantitative research. The 

possible correlation would not tell me anything about what the real interaction between these 

three links are. Of course, when conducting qualitative research, the results won’t be 

generalizable. But the reasons people migrate are not generalizable either. Nor. Is how people 

act when they live in the city . And if there are trends discovered in people’s behavior, the 

reasons behind this behavior can differentiate enormously.  

 

However, I do know that I won’t be able to conduct this research on every single one that fled 

to the city. So, the results I am discovering will not be 100% reliable: The results may differ 

depending on who you ask. But that does not matter. If we really want to understand society, 

we have to dig deep into what people feel. What they think. How they justify their actions. And 

if this slows down the process of discovering, then so be it. Quality above quantity. 
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5. Analysis 

In this chapter, the actual research will be drawn out. Firstly, there will be a presentation of 

formerly done case studies that are in connection to the variables from the conceptual model 

(climate change, urbanization and political citizenship). The results of these case studies will 

be summarized. These results will be compared with the proposed theory and in 5.2, there will 

be a small overview of this chapter. The results that come out of the comparison between the 

existing case studies and the proposed theory, will form the foundation for the answering of 

the main question, as will occur in paragraph 6.1.  

  

5.1. Analysis on existing case studies 

In this paragraph, the existing case studies on subjects that are in line with the ‘links’ wil l be 

presented, summarized and compared to the proposed theory. This will be done in accordance 

to the in chapter 3 described chronological order of the conceptual model.  

 

5.1.1. The links between climate change and urbanization 

The link between climate change and urbanization goes both ways. According to the theory, 

climate change drives people away from rural areas due to lack perspective. The city in this 

context, has pull factors: available jobs. On the other hand, urban expansion leads to de 

decrease of green, which evaporates and cools the city. Also, urbanization leads to congestion 

and combustion. Firstly, I would like to examine the link that goes from climate change to 

urbanization. So, why do people migrate to Accra specifically? Van der Geest et al (2010) 

evaluated the role of environmental push and pull factors regarding the three major migration 

flows in Ghana. It is said in their paper that environmental factors do play a role in the migration 

from the North of Ghana to the middle of Ghana, but it is not an important driver of migration 

towards Accra specifically. They found that people often migrate to less densely populated 

places, because the accessibility of natural resources is more important than the overall 

availability. However, the largest domestic migrant flow in Ghana is the one that ends in Accra. 

This paper writes that the most migrants, however, come from other urbanities, because for 

rural people life in Accra is too expensive. This paper has been written ten years ago. It would 

be interesting to revisit the results, because  the economic situation of the country and its 

inhabitants has also changed. The World Bank (2020) shows that between 2010 and 2017, 

the GDP per capita rose from 1.300 U.S. Dollar to 2.000 U.S. Dollar. This does not prove 

anything, but it can mean that the economic situation of inhabitants improved, allowing them 

to start a new life in the city of Accra.  
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On the contrary, Tschakert et al (2013) conclude that people from the Northern part of Ghana 

do migrate to the slums of Accra. They do not present numbers, but they research how people 

feel emotionally about what they left when migrating to Accra. It is more about a sense of place. 

The qualitative story behind the raw and shallow numbers. Even though they did not research 

how many people migrated due to, potentially, climate change related problems, they did look 

into the feelings people that have migrated have towards their old home. No access to (fertile) 

land and lack of income are two of the main associations people have with their old homes.  

Black et al (2011) agree that climate change related migration to Accra exists. They state that 

the growing inequality in employment and income-generating opportunities drives a growing 

number to migrate. A part of this inequality lies in the fragile natural resource base of much of 

the North of Ghana. Summarizing, climate change indeed is a driver of migration towards 

Accra. The case studies as cited show that. However, it is arbitrary to define what is a 

significant number.  

 

Secondly, I am going to examine the link that works the other way around: how does the 

population growth of Accra contribute to climate change? To create room for infrastructural 

development, urban and peri-urban forests have been destroyed in and near Accra. Also, 

people that move from the rural to the urban areas, illegally cut down trees, because they do 

not have the money for conventional cooking facilities (Fuwape & Onyekwelu, 2011). However, 

no quantitative data was provided in this research. Also, the environment of peri-urban Accra 

has changed the last decades. Trees were replaced by agricultural and residential land and 

erosion has increased (Yankson & Gough, 1999). But not only has green vanished form the 

Accra area, traffic has also increased due to urbanization. Armah, Yawson & Pappoe (2010) 

write that urbanization leads to, among others, problems regarding air pollution and traffic 

congestion.  

 

5.1.2. The link between citizenship and urbanization 

When people move from a rural area to the city, due to the factors I mentioned in 5.1.1, they 

have to live somewhere. My theory suggests that those people, who may still have family and 

friends left in the abandoned rural area, take on their citizenship to address spatial justice 

issues. I want to find out whether this urge to express their concerns, in active citizenship, 

which has been defined as voting, petition-making, contacting representatives, taking part in 

demonstrations and participating in the online debate.  

 

In the literature, I looked for case studies having to do with the bridge between spatial justice 

and citizenship, between migrants and political participation and more. However, I can’t seem 

to find any case studies on Accra, conducted on these subjects. This means that fieldwork will 
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be essential to complete this research. However, some case studies on this topic have been 

done in other parts of the world. Cornelius (1974), who researched Latin American cities, writes 

that people that migrate to the city articulate specific and concrete problems that they have to 

cope with to the government. He writes that poor migrants usually own up to their citizenship 

by addressing these concrete problems. However, Schoultz (1972), on the basis of his 

research, claims that urbanization does not a necessity for political change, because it is more 

about traditional patterns of human interaction. He also did research in Latin America.  

 

5.1.3. The link between citizenship and climate change 

When people owed up their citizenship, they can also use their legal rights to demand a better 

climate policy. This climate policy can also be understood as mitigation policies for climate 

change affected areas in the country. Whether people that left the rural area and head for the 

city do this, is something that has not been researched yet. However, research shows that 

climate policy movements are primarily organized from top-down (Schulz, 2017), while the 

theory suggests that people use their citizenship to issue climate related problems bottom-up. 

However, citizens are also included in this top-down policy making process. But this does not 

mean these people belong to the group this research focusses on. The difference between the 

research and the theory will be addressed in chapter 6. 

 

But I can’t seem to find literature and case studies on how people that migrated from the rural 

areas and who have claimed their voice in the city, use this voice to influence the climate 

policy. This is however a logic consequence of the fact that there is no research yet conducted 

on the way those migrants claim their citizenship at all. In order to validate my theory on Accra, 

fieldwork has to be done. 

 

5.2. Chapter summary 

In this chapter, several case studies were analyzed per link as shown in the conceptual model. 

For the first part, the links between climate change and urbanization, the case studies 

confirmed the theory: climate change leads to migration to Accra, and due to this expansion, 

the city loses green and combustion and emissions increase, which contribute to the problem. 

For the other two links however, no case studies have been conducted. It is not to say whether 

my theory is applicable, but it would be very interesting to actually conduct these studies. In 

figure 1, the conceptual model will be shown again.  
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Figure 1: Conceptual model 
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6. Conclusion 

In this chapter the main question will be answered. In order to do this, the answers to the sub 

questions will be shortly revisited. In paragraph 6.2, recommendations will be given. They can 

be seen as advise for further research. 

 

6.1. Answering the main question 

The main question that is central to this research is the following: ‘What is the interaction 

between climate change and urbanization and what role does citizenship play in this interaction 

in Accra?’. To answer this question, the main question was divided into three smaller 

questions. The first one being: ‘What are the links between climate change and urbanization 

in Accra?’, the second one being: What is the link between urbanization and political citizenship 

in Accra? And the third one being: ‘What is the link between political citizenship and climate 

change Accra?’  

 

In chapter 5, I concluded that the interaction between climate change and urbanization in 

Accra, is a two-way street. Climate change leads to urbanization, because people migrate from 

the rural area to the city in order to get a decent living. Climate change makes the situation for 

rural Ghanaian people unstable. It pushed them off the land in order to get a liveable life. But 

because people are moving, the city grows. And if the city grows, there is less room for green 

which increases the area’s impact on climate change. Combustion and emissions also 

increase, which also has a positive link to climate change.  

 

Concerning the other two questions, there is no empirical evidence that the theory will be 

applicable for Accra. However, this is because no case studies have been done on the two 

questions I am presenting. In 6,2, these researches will be recommended.  

 

6.2 Recommendations 

In this paragraph, recommendations will be done on gaps in this thesis. I would like to present 

four recommendations that arose during the process of writing this thesis.  

 

In paragraph 5.1.1., I write that research showed that people that move from the rural areas 

do not have enough money to have a decent living in Accra, and therefore move to other, less 

expensive urbanities. It would be interesting to see whether this is still the case, because this 

research has been conducted over ten years ago. But when this is still the case, it would be 

an interesting addition to the research. There will be a differentiation in the urbanization 

variable: people take a short step to a smaller urbanity, before emerging onto the capital. It 
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would also be interesting to see how political citizenship would be exercised in the smaller 

urbanities. 

 

In paragraph 5.1.3., it is said that Ghanaian people are also participating in top down policy on 

climate change. As written in chapter two, Accra has a rather segregated city. It would be 

interesting to see which group exactly is participating and why. When allowing a more diverse 

group to give their opinion or views on the climate policy, the government could maybe also 

take more focused actions. Maybe enhance mitigation policies per region of the city. And also, 

the theory and research do not match: the research shows that climate change policy is made 

up top down, while theory suggests it is done bottom up. It would be interesting to see what 

nuances are in place and how this difference can be understood.  

 

The last two recommendations of course have to do with the two sub questions I was not able 

to answer. In my opinion, for these questions, people that migrated from the rural area tot 

Accra have to be interviewed. In this research I wanted to capture the way people experience 

their citizenship and their right to social and spatial justice. I wanted to see which role they play 

in the earlier mentioned theatre. It is a shame that fieldwork was not doable due to the covid-

19 virus. But for a later stage, this is highly recommended.  
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7. Discussion and reflection 

In this chapter, I will firstly describe some points in my thesis that I find arbitrary. Things that 

are disputable. After that, I will reflect and summarize this process of this research and will 

look back on things I could have done better. 

 

The first thing I would like to discuss, is the theoretical foundation. As said in chapter 3, many 

definitions are arbitrary. ‘The city’, for example, has many interpretations and could also be 

interpreted differently by different people. The concept of ‘sense of place’ comes into mind. 

For a rural farm boy, the city may have another meaning than to an urban hipster that drinks 

his frappuccino on the go. This makes it hard to grasp these definitions in the theoretical 

framework (figure 1). In the analysis of the case studies, I found that some of the case studies 

where not substantiated with quantitative data. This makes it hard to grasp whether the 

dynamics I am trying to describe are a big part of the ‘theater’ that is Accra. Lastly, I did not 

research what the actual impact is of the expansion of Accra on the climate. This may be a 

small part of the total contribution, so you could argue that this part of the theoretical model is 

not really necessary.  

 

When starting this thesis, I was very excited to write about something I find compelling: 

migration and climate change. It is fascinating how people (are forced to) migrate due to the 

actions of other people at some other place in the world. Of course, natural climate change 

causes also play a role, but scientist agree that humans are a big driver in changing the climate. 

My initial idea was to see whether people that flee from the rural site and move to the city, 

would develop themselves into such a way that they would migrate to Europe after a while. 

The theory on the migration hump, thus, was my first theoretical framework. But to follow these 

people would take years and years, so I took it to something smaller. I was going to focus on 

climate change related migration and citizenship in Accra, which brought the concept of 

urbanization into the picture. 

 

Having chosen the main concepts, I wanted to first dive into the existing literature. I read a lot 

and wrote a theoretical basis. Through this process, I thought of an interesting main question. 

A theory formed, which was the beginning for the sub questions to be made. In this first part 

of the process, I believe I operated fairly individually. However, I could always ask my 

supervisor for advice, which helped me in focusing the research. I quickly found out that there 

were a lot of concepts related to my main concepts. Concepts which I also find compelling. It 

did cost me some restraint to not dive into those concepts, because the research would 

otherwise be undoable. The consequence, however, is that I feel that this research is just one 
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little grain of sand in the desert. But maybe that is the beauty of social sciences. It is still a 

world that holds many secrets.  

 

Meanwhile, I also started contacting people and organizations in Ghana. The first plan was to 

conduct a qualitative research, including fieldwork. I wanted to talk to experts and people that 

migrated themselves, to get ahold of the reasons and dynamics behind their choices. Then the 

covid-19 pandemic struck. I noticed that the people I contacted did not respond or took weeks 

to reply. Fortunately, my supervisor helped me in finding another solution. From that moment 

on, I was going to use existing case studies to validate my theory. I knew that getting in touch 

with the people I wanted to speak was going to be hard. Even without the virus. Looking back, 

I may have contacted them too late. That would be something I would do differently.  

 

I finished up my theory and started to analyze case studies. Regarding the first sub question, 

there were enough case studies to use. For the other two questions, this was unfortunately not 

the case. I knew it was going to be hard, I was looking for something very specific. I do however 

wonder about my data sampling. I looked endlessly on Google Scholar, but the case study you 

are looking for can always be hidden somewhere. If I had to do this again, I would have  experts 

to give input, instead of individually relying on my Google Scholar skills. In conclusion I am 

very disappointed that my analysis is not yet completed. It feels like I am handing in a thesis 

that is not yet finished. However, this is the only possibility in the current situation.  
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