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The Moluccan diaspora in the Netherlands started in the 1950’s. The Dutch government shipped almost 12.500 Moluccans to the Netherlands as a temporary solution. It is important to note that these Moluccans did not come to the Netherlands on their own accord. Coming to the Netherlands was not a choice for them. These Moluccans were first housed in former internment camps and old army barracks given the temporary nature of their stay. Later on, when it became clear is was no longer a temporary stay, they were housed in neighborhoods specifically built for the Moluccans. Both of these housing options made it so the Moluccans were socially and often geographically isolated (Amersfoort, 2004). Both the Dutch government of that time and the first generation of Moluccans assumed their stay in the Netherlands was temporary. Neither of the two tried their best to integrate the Moluccans into Dutch society.
Official Dutch policy remained one of temporary stay until 1970, almost twenty years after the initial arrival. Many Moluccans in this time became aggravated by the Dutch government breaking the promise of an independent Moluccan Republic. The Dutch had promised the Moluccans an own state after they fought in the KNIL to help defeat the Indonesian uprising shortly after the second world war. After Indonesia won the was, after severe international pressure on the Netherlands to lay down their arms, the Dutch could no longer fulfill the promise made to the Moluccans considering that they were no longer in charge of the Moluccan islands. 
Soon after gaining independence, Indonesia began to centralize the state and do away with the federal structure. Many federal states in Indonesia were not happy about this. The South Moluccan Republic (RMS) was proclaimed in an attempt to gain independence from Indonesia. Indonesia tried to subdue this runaway province as they called it (Amersfoort & Niekerk, 2006). The Moluccan soldiers still part of the KNIL wanted to be demobilized at Ambon, the heart of the Moluccan uprising. The Indonesian government did not allow these soldiers to go there. And the Netherlands did not want to immediately harm its relationship with its former colony. The Dutch still had to demobilize the Moluccan soldier though. They decided on demobilisation on Java. This was however prohibited by a Dutch court because this was demobilization on foreign soil, which was not allowed. So as a last ditch effort the Dutch decided to take the Moluccans temporarily to the Netherlands.
The first years of their stay in the Netherlands, the Moluccans were mostly angry at the Indonesian government for crushing their state. Soon this anger turned towards something a bit closer, the Netherlands. The first generation was angry and disappointed by this Dutch betrayal. When the second generation became old enough to be socially and politically active they started to openly demonstrate against the treatment of their parents by the Dutch.
A radical part of the second generation carried out several terrorist attacks in the Netherlands. These terrorist attacks shocked the Dutch and the Moluccan population alike. A divide started to form in the Moluccans society between those who wanted soft actions like discussion with the government and peaceful demonstrations and those who wanted hard actions to get to government to listen (Bosma, 2009). 
After this decade of violence, relations between the Moluccans and the Dutch government started to get better. The government implemented policies and special councils who investigated the situation of the Moluccans and delivered recommendations (Oostindie, 2010). Slowly but surely the integration of the Moluccans improved and their education level and employment rate were getting better. 
Nowadays, there is a third generation of Moluccans living in the Netherlands. All of them have lived in the Netherlands for their entire life. However, they still seem somewhat less integrated when compared to other immigrant groups (Oostindie, 2010). The educational level of the third generation Moluccans is even lower than their parents (Tunjanan, 2008). And compared to other immigrant groups they are a very homogenous group. This is cause by the sudden influx of a large group of immigrant after which virtually no new Moluccans arrived in the Netherlands (Oostindie, 2010). 
All of these events will have had an impact on the identity of the Moluccans. The clustered living conditions at the beginning of their stay in the Netherlands will surely have shaped their common identity. What did other Dutch actions, or non-actions do to the identity of the Moluccans.


[bookmark: _Toc522307471]Table of contents

Inhoud
Summary	I
Table of contents	III
Table of figures	V
1. Introduction	1
1.1.1 Reading guide	1
1.2 Societal Relevance	2
1.3 Scientific relevance	3
1.4 Goal	3
1.5 Research question	4
2. Theory	5
2.1 Theoretical framework	5
2.1.1 Identity	5
2.1.2 Postcolonial thought	6
2.1.3 Postcolonialism and the Netherlands	7
2.2 Conceptual model	10
3. Methods	11
3.1 Strategy	11
3.1.1 Reliability and validity	12
3.2 Material	13
4. Case description	15
4.1 Moluccans pre 1951	15
4.2 1951 - till now	17
4.3 What did the Dutch do?	22
4.4 Summary of answers	24
5. Data analysis	25
5.1 Moluccan feeling towards Dutch actions	25
5.2 Moluccan identity	27
5.3 Summary of answers	30
6. Conclusions	31
References	35
Appendix A: Glossary of terms	38
Appendix B: Interviewguide	39



[bookmark: _Toc522307472]Table of figures

Figure 1: Flag of the Moluccan Republic (RMS)


2

[bookmark: _Toc522307473]1. Introduction
 
Moluccan history in the Netherlands starts shortly after the (then) Dutch East-Indies gained independence in 1949. As a consequence of this independence the Dutch colonial army, the KNIL (Koninklijk Nederlands Indië Leger) was disbanded. The mostly native soldiers gained the choice of either joining the National Indonesian Army or be demobilized. Neither of these choices were seen as very appealing to the Moluccan part of the soldiers (Amersfoort, 2004). In late October of 1950, a large part of these Moluccan soldiers still had not chosen between these options. As a result of that, the Dutch decided to temporarily include these Moluccan soldiers into the Royal Dutch Army (Amersfoort, 2004). At least until they could be demobilized without issue.
	At the start of the Indonesian struggle for independence, the Indonesian state was a federal state. However, shortly after gaining independence centralization efforts quickly transformed it in a unitary state. Which resulted in multiple rebellions of small local rulers (Vickers, 2013).  On of these rebellions was a Moluccan rebellion. More specifically, a South Moluccan rebellion focused around the island of Ambon. A large share of the Moluccan soldiers now wanted to be demobilized on Ambon to help their fellow countrymen. Which they could ask for since an old KNIL rule described the right for soldiers to choose where they wanted to be demobilized. However, the Dutch government did not want to immediately harm the relationship with its former colony (van Amersfoort, 2004). Consequently, the Dutch government tried to demobilize the Moluccan soldiers on Java. However, this was not allowed by the Dutch judicial system as Java was now foreign territory. Thus the Dutch government decided to ship the Moluccan soldiers together with their families to the Netherlands. The Dutch again intended this to be a temporary measure. When the ships arrived in the Netherlands, the soldiers were told they were relieved of their military service. And this is the start of the Moluccan story in the Netherlands.

[bookmark: _Toc522307474]1.1.1 Reading guide

This reading guide will show you, the reader, the way this thesis is set up. After this introduction, section 1.2 and section 1.3 will clarify the societal and scientific relevance respectively. Following this, the research goal will be specified and a research question will be formulated to help obtain this goal. In chapter 2, a theoretical framework will be formed. This framework will help identify suitable concepts, which in turn will help answer the research question. In section 2.2 a conceptual model will be formed to help visualize the concept I will use in this research. The following section, methods, will examine the scientific methods and which can be used best for this research. In the same section, my research strategy as well as the validity of the research will be explained. And my choices regarding this research will be defended. 
	Thereafter, the core of my research will be presented. Chapter 4 will focus on thoroughly describing the case presented in this research. Along with describing how the Moluccan situation in the Netherlands came to be and their general history in the Netherlands up until now. Chapter 5 will be the analysis of the research material I gathered. This will consist of secondary literature, mixed with a short book made by a Moluccan community and five interviews. In Chapter 6 you can find the conclusion to this research. The conclusion will present a satisfying answer to the research question and will also discuss the scientific implication and interpretation of the conclusion. 
	Considering that this research is dealing with a Dutch speaking group living in the Netherlands, occasionally Dutch words or abbreviations may be used when necessary. However, the first times these terms are used, they will of course be explained. Likewise, some Moluccan or Malay words may be used. I understand some of these might be confusing, so a glossary of terms will be added as Appendix A. Additionally, when describing the history of the Moluccans in the Netherlands some important figures and events will be discussed. A short summary of these will also be found in Appendix A.

[bookmark: _Toc522307475]1.2 Societal Relevance

The Moluccan people in the Netherlands are an interesting case and above all, quite a special one. The first generation of these Moluccans immigrants did not immigrate to the Netherlands voluntarily (Amersfoort & Niekerk, 2006). And their entire integration into Dutch society was quite a difficult and painful procedure. As said above, most Moluccans did not immigrate to the Netherlands voluntarily. The reason for this will be further explained in Chapter 4. For now it is sufficient to know that the Dutch government shipped the Moluccans to the Netherlands as a temporary solution. While the Moluccans wanted to go back home, to Ambon and get their own independent state.
	What is interesting is that the Moluccans were one of the first postcolonial immigrants in the Netherlands. Also, it is a population group that is almost completely growing by natural population growth and is not influenced by immigration (Veenman, 2001). In conjunction with this fact, the first generation Moluccans is slowly dying off while the third generation is steadily growing. Even though most of the Moluccans in the Netherlands have lived in the Netherlands their entire lives, there is still a great deal of problems among them. For example, at educational level the Moluccans score lower than almost all other immigrant groups (Tunjanan, 2008). Even more surprising, the third generation scored lower than their parents on an educational level. All in all the Moluccans are less integrated than other immigrant groups according to Oostindie (2010).
	As mentioned above, the Dutch government thought of the Moluccans coming to the Netherlands as a temporary solution when they first set foot in the Netherlands in 1951. This stance remained the same for nearly twenty years until 1970, when the government officially admitted the problem was not temporary anymore (Amersfoort & Niekerk, 2006). This combined with the promise of an independent Moluccan Republic still causes a lot of anger and disappointment among Moluccans in the Netherlands.
	However, many Moluccans do not wish to return to Indonesia. They are seen as outcast in Indonesia, mostly because of their involvement with the K.N.I.L.. On the other hand, most Moluccans do not see Indonesia in a favourable light either. Given that the Indonesian government crushed their dream of an independent Moluccan state by outright invading the Moluccan islands in the 1950’s (Oostindie, 2010).

[bookmark: _Toc522307476]1.3 Scientific relevance

There have been a number of researches focused on the Indonesian war of independence and the Dutch so called police actions. However, none of these researches touched the subject of the special case of the Moluccans, at least not as its main theme. Amersfoort and Niekerk (2006) conducted a research focused on the immigration to the Netherlands coming from its former colonial possessions. Herein they did look at Moluccan immigrants coming to the Netherlands. They excellently explain the history of the Indonesia under Dutch rule and the subsequent Independence war, which I already shortly touched upon in the introduction to this research thesis.
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Now, more than sixty years after the initial arrival of the Moluccans, there are still problems associated with the Moluccans. For example, their educational level or their still burning wish for an independent Moluccans state, separate from Indonesia. Many Moluccans still feel angry or disappointment towards the Dutch State. However, as said before, many Moluccans do not wish to return to their home islands because of the repression of the Indonesian state towards Moluccan identity and pride. So what does being of Moluccans descend mean for the Moluccans in the Netherlands? How do they feel?

The goal of this thesis is to figure out what Moluccan identity entails for the Moluccans and how Dutch actions helped, or hindered, the identity making process. 

However, this research will not specifically look at how to improve the situation of the first, second or any generation Moluccans living in the Netherlands. Nor will I try to define a permanent solution with this research. Instead, this research will try to understand what the influences of the Dutch colonial and postcolonial actions were, or perhaps still are, on the Moluccans living in the Netherlands. This will help understand why things are the way they are and help define what the Moluccan identity really is. I will analyse the most important actions the Dutch took during the Moluccan presence the past decades. I will then try and identify typical postcolonial actions the Dutch made.
        	As a consequence of this, the research will be primarily theory focused. After all, I will try to gain insight in what the consequences of Dutch (post)colonial actions were for a specific population group. This will mostly help the case of the Moluccans living in the Netherlands. Which is a logical consequence of this research being a case-study.
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To reach the above-mentioned goal, a research question will have to be formulated. This research question will serve as the main focus of this research. And it will be answered using a variety of sources, including interviews with Moluccans living in the Netherlands. The research question will be:

What are the consequences of the Dutch (postcolonial) actions on the identity of the Moluccans in the Netherlands?

Of course, this is quite a broad question. To answer it in a comprehensible way, it will be split up in several sub questions. These sub questions will be used to try and answer a part of the bigger question. The answers to these sub questions will together form an answer to the main research question. With this research I will for a large part be looking at history. It is important to note that history is always subjective on the grounds that it is always written or told by people, who are inherently subjective. People remember events differently or sometimes not even at all. This will mean that I, as a researcher, will have to be careful about certain biases I may have. And I will also need to be aware of the biases in the literature I will use. An I will have to realise that the interviewees will almost certainly also be biased. The sub questions I will use to answer the main question will be:

· How and why did the Moluccan people come to the Netherlands?
· What happened to them when they got to the Netherlands?
· What did the Dutch government do to help the integration of the Moluccans?
· How do the Moluccans feel about the Dutch government and their actions?
· How do the Moluccans feel about their identity?

A conceptual model will be presented in section 2.2 in which will be made clear how the different concepts interact with the Moluccan identity. All of these questions will be answered using existing literature and the interviews I will conduct with the Moluccans in the Netherlands. The basis of the answer will be given by the analysis of the existing literature and it will be completed by the information gathered by the interviews.
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In order to perform a successful research, a solid theoretical framework is necessary. Which means it has to be grounded within existing theories. There are a number of important concept that are vital to this research. Perhaps the most important concept is identity. It is difficult to define what exactly identity means. Certainly considering identity means something different for everyone. However a general idea of identity can be explained by studying existing literature. After the term identity has been made clear, it is important to know what postcolonial thought is and its history. This is because of the postcolonial nature of this research. The entire situation of the Moluccans in the Netherlands is a direct result of (Dutch) colonialism.

[bookmark: _Toc522307481]2.1.1 Identity

An important concept in my research will be “identity”. But before I can find out what the identity of the Moluccans is, I will first have to define what identity actually is. Cultural identity consist of cognitive, evaluative and emotional components (Liebkind, Jasinskaja-Lahti & Solheim, 2004). Liebkind et al also call this ethnic identity. When defining this concept they based themselves on a study by Tajfel (1981). Herein Tajfel explored group identity and the aspects of prejudice and discrimination. Liebkind et al also proposed another concept, perceived discrimination or perceived identity. Which is the way people feel they are seen by other people. Be it in a negative or in a positive way.	
A simple definition of the term identity would be how a person feels.  Fearon (1999) argues perfectly why this answer is not quite sufficient, or atleast could be confusing: One might answer the question “who are you?” entirely differently in different circumstances. For example, depending on the context, I might answer “an American,” “a professor,” “a son-in-law,” “a taxpayer,” “a Democrat.” In some situations I might even give my social security number. (Fearon, 1999, p. 12). This simple question will make it so a person has multiple identities depending on the context in which the question was asked. This way identity consists of thing that a person feels are an important part of their person . 
However, Fearon (1999) gives the example liking a certain type of music. At one point in time you really like a particular type of music, it is part of your identity. However, if you ever stop to like that type of person it would mean that you suddenly have a completely different identity. However you would not say you were a completely different person now. Fearon notes that viewing identity is this way links back to an old philosophical problem: if you rebuild a boat plank by plank, is it still the same boat? 
	Fearon (1999) offers his own definition: (...) an identity is just a social category, and to have a particular identity means to assign oneself to a particular social category or perhaps just to be assigned to it by others. (Fearon, 1999, p.15) 
For this definition to work, social categories have to be defined. He defines social categories a group of people, designated with a label either by themselves or others. Although he notes that these labels have to be used often enough that people associate the group with them and vice versa (Fearon, 1999). 
The definition used for now will be the definition given by Liebkind et al. Which I believe will fit best in trying to describe the identity of the Moluccans in the Netherlands. The definition of the term identity will from now on, in this thesis, be split in cultural identity and perceived identity. These two parts will be used to try and establish the identity of the Moluccans in the Netherlands.
An interesting stance an identity can be found in a book of Oostindie (2010) In this book he describes identity as being hard to define. As it is something that is always in motion, always changing and not a fixed phenomenon. So identity is more like a cultural heritage. Identity is in this definition more of an inheritance you get from your parents. This definition could be interesting to try and use on the Moluccan identity.

[bookmark: _Toc522307482]2.1.2 Postcolonial thought

Postcolonial thought is the study of the cultural effects and legacy of colonialism and imperialism. Postcolonial thought seeks to understand the position of the colonised, seen from their point of view. Therefore not relying on the descriptions of the colonisers, as they are inherently biased. Postcolonialism seeks to understand the relationship between colonised and coloniser. In the context of this thesis, it seeks to understand the effect of Dutch colonialism on the Moluccan identity. 
	Postcolonialism is not strictly the time after colonialism. This does not complete encompass what postcolonialism is. Postcolonialism is often mistook as a temporal term. Postcolonialism encompasses the colonial discourse and social hierarchy of colonialism. It is more than just a chronological ordering of the events happening after the independence of a colony (Gilbert & Tompkins, 1996). It is however still important to know the history of the studied group.
One of the founders of postcolonial thought is Edward Said. In his book Orientalism (1978) Said described a new discourse he observed. He called it Orientalism. In this discours the West sees itself as fundamentally different from the East, the Orient. Another characteristic of this discourse is seeing the Orient as a single object. With no differences inside this big overarching Oriental culture. Orientalism also supposes a Western superiority over the Orient. Orientalism supposes a certain bias in Western text describing the Orient and as such can not be trusted fully. 
Blunt and Wills (2000) described postcolonialism in a geography context as: “geographically dispersed contestation of colonial power and knowledge”. This definition can be applied when discussing the Moluccans. Especially the contestation of colonial power part. In the years after the independence of the Indonesians, the Moluccans faced the consequences of the now twisted colonial power and relations. They made a promise with their former colonisers, the Netherlands. However they could no longer fulfill this promise because they now lacked colonial authority. 

[bookmark: _Toc522307483]2.1.3 Postcolonialism and the Netherlands

Sharpe (2005) conducted research about postcolonial migration to the Netherlands. He specifically looked at migration from the Dutch Caribbean, but he also briefly touched upon migration from Indonesia. The most important point made by Sharpe is that Dutch colonialism can mostly be characterised as “careless colonialism”. To him, this means that the Dutch were not actively trying to impose their culture or religion on their colonies. Sharpe does note however, that the Dutch were more “colonial”  towards their prosperous colony of Indonesia. So towards the Dutch East-Indies, and thus the Moluccans, the Netherlands were more colonial. And had a more traditional colonial relationship. After the Dutch lost Indonesia, they tried to better themselves. They granted the colonies more autonomy and the possibility to participate in the government.
In Terug uit de Koloniën Bosma (2009) describes the postcolonial period in the Netherlands with all its problems. One of the most interesting conclusions he made was that the Dutch society in the years immediately after the Indonesian independence simply did not care about the immigrants. This is not a negative thing per se. It just meant that Dutch society could not care less if you had a different skin colour. The negative aspect of this is that the Dutch did not really try to help the immigrants all that much. I think this stance perfectly mirrors Dutch society, it is excellently captures by a well known Dutch proverb: Doe maar normaal, dan doe je al gek genoeg. This roughly translates to: Just act normal, that is already crazy enough. The Dutch society did not, and perhaps still does not, care how crazy or different you are, as long as you do not show it off or otherwise cause any problems or commotion.
        	Bosma also concludes that the Dutch feel a sort of postcolonial shame. Thanks to this shame, among other things, a big postcolonial debate was never held about the Dutch colonial history in the Netherlands. The (post)colonial actions were mostly just ignore until they were almost forgotten. Bosma argued that this could be a cause for the anger found among many, mostly first generation, postcolonial immigrants. They felt like they were not heard by the Dutch. 
	Bosma distinguished three main pillars of the Dutch-Moluccan solidarity from the 1950’s and forward. The occupation by Germany/Japan, the protestant faith and the Dutch Royal House. Especially the Dutch Royal house tried to give courage to these immigrants from the far east. Sometimes the Royalty went completely against the government when trying to help the Moluccans. Despite the warm feelings of the House of Orange-Nassau towards the Moluccans, there was little political support amongst the Royalty for a free Moluccan state. At least not publicly.
	Bosma states that there is barely any awareness about its postcolonial history and the fact that it is a postcolonial society. Even though the percentage of inhabitants with a colonial background (6,3%) is almost as big as in Great Britain (≈7%) and France (≈7%) (Bosma, 2009). The postcolonial society is not as visible as in those countries Bosma states. He gave a few possible reasons for this. First of all, a large part of the people from the former Dutch East Indies was white. These Indonesian Dutchmen and their offspring were often able to hide or not specifically mention their background. This group also did not form an enclave of their own people. Even from the very start, marrying outside of their own group and mixing with the Dutch population. This was not the case with the immigrants from Suriname, Antilles and the Moluccan islands. Consequently, they were more visible.
	The sudden breach with Indonesia also made the postcoloniality of the Dutch society less visible. According to Bosma, after 1956, the political bond with the former East-Indies was all but broken. Indonesians did not enjoy a preferential treatment concerning immigration to the Netherlands. Unlike Great Britain’s Commonwealth or the French community, there was not an umbrella organisation for all the former Dutch colonies. 
	Concerning race and language, Bosma states that the Netherlands always stayed separated from the, mostly, Anglo-Saxon discussions about race and postcolonialism. The reason for this, as Bosma observed, is the predominant position of the Dutch East Indies on the Dutch colonial history. The boundary between white Dutchmen and their countrymen with asian blood has always been vague. Non-white Europeans were also part of the colonial elite in the Dutch East Indies. That is not to say that there was not any racism to be found in the Dutch East Indies, there most certainly was. Bosma argues that the, as he calls it radicalised, Anglo-Saxon discours never took a prominent place in the Netherlands. However, later on Bosma claims that the Dutch have never been very critical about their own political past. So perhaps this discours is one yet to come to the Netherlands.
	Bosma also mentioned the certain pride the Dutch have in their long history of tolerance, rightly or wrongly so. He discusses a research done by Verwey-Jonker in the 1970’s. She determined that there was little to no racism in the 70’s in the Netherlands. She saw it as a historical outcome. The Dutch were used to coloured people in their society, mostly colonial elites that went to study in the Netherlands. Bosma also discusses another research done by Bagley, also in the 1970’s. Bagley showed with small investigations that Dutchmen were hardly sensitive to differences in skin tone. However they were highly sensitive to deviating behaviour. This ties in with my general observation of the Dutch: “Just act normal, that is already crazy enough.”. This conformist behaviour of the Dutch may have forced the Indonesian Dutchmen to conform to the norm, in order to not stand out from the crowd. This may also explain the relative lack of integration of the Moluccans in the Netherlands. At the very start of their history in the Netherlands, they were all clustered around each other with little to no contact with the general Dutch population. Later on, this will be explained upon. According to Bosma, the most important thing for the general Dutch population has always been mastery of the Dutch language and willingness to conform.
	In his book Postcolonial Europe (2010), Oostindie discusses the postcolonial history of the Netherlands and its effects on the different migrant groups that came to the Netherlands in the postcolonial period. While reading his book, I mostly focused on the Moluccan community. This group of course being the subject of my own research. 
Oostindie states that almost all Moluccans currently living in the Netherlands are descendant of the 12.500 ex-KNIL Moluccan soldiers and their family. This makes the Moluccans a rather homogenous group in comparison with other postcolonial migrant groups. Other groups mostly arrived in waves. Another big difference with other postcolonial migrant group is religion. Almost all Moluccans were christian, protestant to be precise, when they arrived in the Netherlands. Also, the Moluccans did not come to the Netherlands entirely voluntarily.
Oostindie discusses the same research done by Christopher Bagley as Bosma. Bagley’s study stated that the Dutch do not care that much about skin colour, but they do care about conformism. However, Oostindie argues that this is not the case anymore. The past few years right wing parties have been gaining seats. Often being less than tolerant to other ethnicities or religions. 
	Ever since the Moluccans came to the Netherlands they have been a community aparte according to Oostindie. At first they were even separated from the general population in special designated living spaces. At first they were accommodated in former nazi camp Westerbroek and later in special built neighbourhoods. Over time, particularly in the last decade, the Moluccans community became more and more integrated with the rest of the population. However, Oostindie states that the Moluccans are still less integrated than other postcolonial migrant groups. 
	In comparison with other ex-colonial powers like France and Great Britain, the Netherlands had a rather limited experience with colonial migrants permanently settling in their country. This may explain the (initial) difficulty of the Dutch government to adequately arrange the integration of the Moluccans and other postcolonial migrant groups.
	Oostindie also discusses the general thoughts of the Dutch population in the postcolonial period. He argues that now, most Dutch think the police actions and the broken promise were very morally wrong. This basically extents to the entire colonial history after 1945. However, Oostindie also discusses the pre-war period and the opinion on these times. He described the general consensus in the Netherlands after the war was quite proud an the “The idea that ‘something magnificent’ was done in that part of the world was widely spread. This was rarely bragged about, but there was no reason not to think it sometimes, quietly, and occasionally to celebrate it in style. 
The colonial period is neither a taboo nor a black hole in the Netherlands. He goes on to say that in the Netherland then, and to a certain extent now, a lot more attention is given to the period after the war than the period before it. There was almost no talk about the horrible colonial actions in the almost 400 year long colonial history before the war. All that was, and I think still is, talked about is the Indonesian independence period and the decolonisation of Suriname. And the mistakes that accompanied those times. While conveniently forgetting the centuries long colonial occupation. As well as the Moluccan issue. 
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The conceptual model show the expected relations between different actors and concepts. With this model I will try and explain how the different concept I used will influence one another. Being a conceptual model, it is a simplified version of the real world. I expect the Moluccan identity to be influenced in several ways. First of all, the Moluccan identity is influenced by the two components of identity described above, perceived and cultural identity. The Moluccan identity will also be indirectly influenced by the Dutch (postcolonial) actions. These actions do not directly alter or define the Moluccan identity. But they might have helped shape the identity. I believe this is done by the Dutch actions changing their view on the government. This view could have an effect on the Moluccan identity but the feeling of being Moluccans would also have an influence on the way the Moluccans view the Dutch government. For example, when a certain person feels very Moluccan, they might blame the Dutch government more for the broken promise or other, in their eyes, mistakes the Dutch government made. Vice versa, a very good opinion on the Dutch state most likely also means that they feel represented by the Dutch government and feel part of Dutch society, thus meaning a different look at their own identity. 
The conceptual model gives an provisional answer to the research question in the form of an hypothesis. It assumes the influences the Dutch (postcolonial) actions had on the Moluccan identity. 

[image: ]
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There are several methods that I could use to conduct my research. Before I choose the method best fitted to my research, I will first shortly describe several methods I could use. For the discussion of these methods I will use Doorewaard & Verschuren (2007) to guide me. 

Survey: This method focuses on gaining a broad understanding of a certain topic. With this method I will conduct empirical research. This method also focuses on gaining a lot of quantitative data. When choosing this method, I will be choosing for a wide and generalizable research.
Experiment: With this method I will be looking at the different effects a certain measure has on a group. This can be done by using a test group and a control group. Most experiments are quantitative and are done over a long period of time.
Case-study: A case-study is a method by which the researcher will focus on a single case. This single case will be extensively researched. Naturally this research will have a very narrow focus and is therefore not very generalizable. If I decide to use the case-study method, I will be doing a qualitative research. This means that I will most likely conduct interviews to get the information I need.
Grounded theory: This method, in contrast with the aforementioned methods, will be focussed on forming a theory around a certain subject. As with the case study, these kinds of research are qualitative researches. Another similarity with the case study method is that in both methods, the researcher is constantly making observations in the field and comparing them with existing theory. The goal of a grounded theory research is to form a theory, which can be used numerous cases.
Desk research: Using this method means that the researcher will get all of his/her material from behind his/her desk. Meaning that these types of research are mostly about reading articles from other researchers. This method would not lead to an empirical based research (Doorewaard & Verschuren, 2007).
 
In my research I will investigate the influence of Dutch (postcolonial) actions on the identity of the Moluccans living in the Netherlands. This means I will focus on one particular group, Moluccans living in the Netherlands. Therefore, the best fitting type of research for me will be the case-study. A case-study would be, in my opinion, very fitting for my research objective. By using the case-study method I will focus on gaining extensive knowledge on a particular case. Which is exactly what is needed to say something meaningful about the identity of a group. 
To get the information I need, I will need to use multiple sources. First of all, existing literature which will help understand the Moluccan situation. To discover what identity entails for the Moluccans, I will have to talk to this group. This can be done by interviewing Moluccans. These interviews do not have to be with specific persons. It is however a good idea to gain a mix of different generations and genders. I personally know some Moluccan people who might be interested in doing an interview with me. And via via, other respondents will be found. Or through family and friend. 
        	As said above, together with these interviews, I will also be looking extensively at existing literature on the Dutch/Moluccan postcolonial period. To gain an insight in the background of the problem I am researching. More generally speaking, I will be looking at postcolonial authors and literature. This will help get an understanding of the Moluccan situation. And I will need to explore the Moluccan history.

[bookmark: _Toc522307487]3.1.1 Reliability and validity

When doing research, it is important to ensure its validity and its reliability. Validity and reliability are both important when deciding if a research can be regarded as legitimate. And if the conclusions put forward by the research are to be trusted. 
	Validity is often used to test whether or not a research reasoning can be trusted. Validity is often split into two types, internal validity and external validity. Internal validity refers to reasoning within the research. Internal validity indicates whether or not the research findings offer a good reflection of the studied group or category. External validity indicated whether or not the research findings can be applied to groups other than the group studied in the research (Creswell, 2013). This research is a case-study, multiple sources will be used to study one specific case. Meaning that the internal validity will probably be high. However, the external validity will be considerably lower considering not all other postcolonial immigrants in the Netherlands share the Moluccan history. And the research is meant to display only this one specific group. 
	The reliability in a research defines how reliable a research is. This measures the repeatability of the research. Meaning, if the research were to be replicated, would the research give comparable results or not. In this research, and all qualitative research in general, context and timing are critical. So getting consistent results across multiple researches is quite difficult. The integration of the Moluccans is of course an ongoing progress, so results now will be very different from results a similar research will get a few years down the line (Golafshani, 2003). Or even a few week later, if a major event influenced the Moluccans.  
In the research “Understanding reliability and validity in qualitative research” Golafshani examined what the terms validity and reliability mean in the context of a qualitative study. To find an answer to that question, he first established different approaches other researchers had towards the terms. After analysing these, he concluded that validity and reliability in qualitative research are best conceptualized as trustworthiness, rigor and quality (Golafshani, 2003). He also notes that these concepts are heavily influenced by the bias the researcher has. The researcher should therefore reduce his or her bias as much as possible to ensure the validity and the reliability of the research. He concludes with his recommendation for the development of new terms that can be used in qualitative researches. As the terms validity and reliability are better suited to quantitative studies.


[bookmark: _Toc522307488]3.2 Material

The previous section focused on the research strategy that will be used in this research. This section will focus on what materials will be used to follow the strategy during this research. The research done here is a case-study, the case being the Moluccans in the Netherlands and their identity. Because of this, to create a thorough understanding of the case and answer the main question of the research, multiple sources will have to be used. Literature about this case and several official documents and statements of the Dutch government will be used, news articles concerning the Moluccans and interviews with Moluccans living in the Netherlands.
The literature used in this research originates from several different fields, not only from the field of geography. This means that the research can give a more complete view of the case. In which multiple disciplines have had their influence. This literature will be referenced by using the APA guidelines (Poelmans & Severijnen, 2013). All literature used will be listed at the end of this thesis under the chapter References. This also applies for all official document and statements or news articles used in this thesis. 
The interviews that need to be done will be with Dutch people of Moluccan descent living in the Netherlands. However, these interviews will have to be done well. Creswell (2013) discusses excellent pieces of advice to conduct a good interview. Creswell also distinguished two different type of interviews, one-on-one interviews and focus-groups. Considering that in this research, I am interested in the personal experiences of the interviewees, one-on-one interviews would fit better. All interviews will be held in person. I do not have specific persons in mind who I will interview. This also does not matter for this research. This research is not interested in what a specific person thinks of Moluccans identity, but rather what can be seen as a general consensus regarding Moluccan identity. My interviewees shall be Dutch people of Moluccan descent who I personally know, or who I know via via and possible other people other interviewees point out to me. All interviews will be recorded using the default voice recorder on my Android phone. All interviews will be held in Dutch, considering that I myself am Dutch and I suspect most Moluccans living in the Netherlands have a better grasp of Dutch than of English, Dutch will be the most convenient language. The transcript will also be in Dutch. 
The interviews will be held in a semi-structured form. This relative open form allows me as the interviewer to be more passive and listen to the interviewees stories and experiences, which is the entire point of the research. Each interview follows the same interview guide. The only exception is if I interview someone from the very first generation, in which case some extra questions will be asked. The interview is split up in seven sections: Introduction, general questions, Dutch police actions, identity, Dutch state, Moluccan terrorist actions and support independent Moluccan Republic. I will see these interviews as normal conversations, I will try and keep the same general structure as described above in each interviews. Before each interview and before I start recording, I will ask if the interviewee minds if I record them and ensure them the interview will be anonymous. I consciously decided to make all interviewees anonymous beforehand, because of some potential sensitive issues discussed in the interviews. After all my questions are discussed, I will always ask if the interviewee has anything they might want to add or just say. The interviewees will be referred to as interviewee A-E, with no particular link to their actual names. 
When choosing who to interview, I will try to get a mixed group of different generations. I do this because I expect differences between the generations. This way, I may be able to see some patterns in the differences between the generations on certain topics. I do however want to note that interviewing first generation Moluccans in the Netherlands will be difficult. A large part of this generation has already passed away or is otherwise very old. This combined with an often suboptimal knowledge of the Dutch language in this generation will make finding a first generation Moluccan in the Netherlands willing to do the interview difficult. However, I will try and search for an interviewee of this generation nonetheless. 
Like I mentioned before, I will be conducting five interviews. I do of course realise that this is not an astonishingly huge amount of interviews. And I do acknowledge that these five interviews very likely will not be able to create a perfect reflection of the Moluccan society in the Netherlands. However, I do think that these in-depth interview fit better for this type of research than mass surveys. Nuances and personal experiences are very important to identify the identity of these people. And as said before, identity is deeply personal and different for everyone. By analysing the five interviews, I will still be able to answer the main question of this research. I will most likely not however be able to fully apply this research to all other groups of people. This ties in with my comment made in section 3.1.1 regarding reliability. The Moluccan integration is an ongoing process, results will differ over the years.


[bookmark: _Toc522307489]4. Case description

This section will describe the case and also give an answer to the sub questions: 
How and why did the Moluccan people come to the Netherlands?
and
What happened to them when they got to the Netherlands?
and
	What did the Dutch government do to help the integration of the Moluccans?

Consequently this chapter is divided into four main sections. The first section will discuss the history of the Moluccans until they set foot in the Netherlands in 1951. And the second section will focus on their time in the Netherlands from that point forward. The third will list the regulations and the other help the Dutch government gave the Moluccans since they came to the Netherlands. At the end of the chapter, the answers to sub questions will be comprehensively summarized. In this chapter, multiple sources will be used to describe the history of the Moluccans in the Netherlands. It is important to know this history because the Moluccans in the Netherlands are an interesting case, as I said at the beginning of this thesis. And their history will have had an influence on their identity. Why they are interesting will be explained by their history. 
	Section 4.1 will describe the Moluccan situation until 1951. However, it will also describe the general history of the Dutch East Indies, considering the Moluccas were part of this colonial area. And the history of the Dutch East Indies, now Indonesia, and the Moluccas are to some extent interwoven. Section 4.2 is focussed on the time between 1951 and now (2018). This is a rather long time, so generalization will be made in order to keep it readable. The most important events will he listed. Section 4.3 will gave an idea of what kind of measure the Dutch government took during the initial arrival of the Moluccans in the Netherlands. As well as any further measure taken in the years that followed. The last section, section 4.4 will give a short comprehensive answer to the sub questions stated at the start of this chapter. 

[bookmark: _Toc522307490]4.1 Moluccans pre 1951

As I already mentioned above, the history of the Moluccans is somewhat interwoven with the history of Indonesia. At least until 1951 when the first Moluccans arrived in the Netherlands. The Moluccan people in the Netherlands are an interesting case and above all, quite a special one. The first generation of these Moluccans immigrants did not immigrate to the Netherlands voluntarily (Amersfoort & Niekerk, 2006). And Amersfoort and Niekerk argue that this involuntary immigration made their entire integration into Dutch society quite a difficult and painful procedure. 
It all began shortly after the second World War. Dutch power in Indonesia started to slip. Before and during the second World War, Indonesian nationalism started to surface. Almost directly after Japan’s surrender, the Indonesian Republic led by Sukarno declared independence. When the Dutch returned to Indonesia they expected to just take up where they left off before the war. The Indonesians were not about to be liberated from one occupier (Japan) only to be occupied by the Dutch again. In December of 1949 Indonesia gained independence from the Netherlands. But only after a war in which between 25.000 and 100.000 civilians on both sides lost their lives (Amersfoort & Niekerk, 2006). 
Now that Indonesia was an independent country, the Netherlands had to disband its colonial army, the KNIL (Koninklijk Nederlands-Indisch Leger). The officers of the KNIL were mostly Dutch but a large part of the regular soldiers was made up of locally recruited men. Most of these regular soldiers were recruited from the Moluccan islands. Reason for this was that the Moluccans were seen as fierce soldiers and above all, extremely loyal to the Dutch crown (Amersfoort & Niekerk, 2006). This loyalty can be partly attributed to their shared protestant faith. However, this loyalty to the Dutch made them unpopular with the Indonesian nationalists. When Indonesia gained independence the soldiers of the KNIL were given a choice, either demobilise or join the army of the Republic of Indonesia. This was a difficult choice for most ex-soldiers.
        	This process was especially difficult for the Moluccan ex-soldiers because of the aforementioned loyalty to the Dutch crown and also because of an old KNIL rule. This rule stated that soldiers of the KNIL had the right to choose where they wanted to be discharged at the end of their service. In 1951, an independent Republic of the South Moluccas (RMS) was proclaimed. As a result of this and in combination with the aforementioned old KNIL rule, a large part of the Moluccans ex-soldiers wanted to be discharged at Ambon, where the RMS was proclaimed. The newly formed Indonesian Republic saw the RMS as a “rebellion”. So naturally they did not allow the Netherlands to transfer the ex-soldiers to Ambon before this rebellion was quelled (Amersfoort & Niekerk, 2006).
        	When this ‘’rebellion’’ was quelled, the Moluccans ex-soldiers did not want to be discharged at Ambon anymore. They now wanted to be discharged at Ceram, where there were still small pockets of resistance. And again, Indonesia did not allow that to happen. The government of the Netherlands also did not want to immediately harm its relationship with its former colony.  Consequently, the Dutch government tried to demobilize the Moluccan soldiers on Java. However, this was not allowed by the Dutch judicial system as Java was now foreign territory. The Netherlands, not knowing what to do anymore with its ex-soldiers, finally decided on a temporary solution. Thus the Dutch government decided to ship the Moluccan soldiers together with their families, almost 12.500 people to the Netherlands (Amersfoort & van Niekerk, 2006). 
The Dutch intended for this to be a temporary measure. When the ships arrived in the Netherlands, the soldiers were immediately told they were relieved of their military service (Amersfoort & Niekerk, 2006). This shipping to the Netherlands was done more or less against the will of the Moluccans, they wanted to fight for their country, the RMS, not go to the Netherlands. However, this was supposed to be temporary. So most Moluccans complied. And this was the beginning of the story of the Moluccans in the Netherlands.
This aforementioned forcefully shipping of the Moluccan soldiers, is not to say that it was all the “fault” of the Dutch government. A large part of the ex-soldiers still pinned their hopes on the Independent Moluccan Republic (RMS). Even when many years had passed since the RMS “rebellion” was crushed by Indonesia. The ex-soldiers were also frustrated. They were frustrated because of their unexpected dismissal from the KNIL. Bust most importantly, they were frustrated because the Dutch could not give them their own state. But also because the KNIL gave them an income and a purpose in life, which they now felt they no longer had (Amersfoort & Niekerk, 2006).

[bookmark: _Toc522307491]4.2 1951 - till now

After being discharged from the military, the Moluccans were out of work, with no house in a country they did not know. To house these 12.500 people, the Dutch government decided to house them in old internment camps and old army barracks. It was a temporary arrangement after all. And after the Second World War houses were in short supply. This housing situation made the Moluccans very isolated from the rest of the Netherlands.
	Even when it became clear that the Moluccans were not temporarily staying in the Netherlands, the Dutch government did not change their official policy regarding them. Only in 1957, six years after the initial arrival of the Moluccans, a commission was called to life to investigate the situation of the Moluccan population. It took this commission two years before they came up with any recommendations. These ended the substandard living conditions but it did not end the isolation and thus the main problem.
	A large part of the Moluccans was politically active. At the start of their time in the Netherlands, almost 85% were members of an organisation that supported the free Moluccan republic. An additional effect of this was that there was a high level of factionalism. This made the organisations a lot less powerful when dealing with the Dutch state. This powerlessness was also caused by the Dutch state’s refusal to acknowledge the leaders of the Moluccan organisations as political figures. This dismissal of the Moluccan leaders can be seen as a typical postcolonial action by the Dutch government. Intentionally ignoring their input, instead thinking the West knows best. And the Orient does not know what it is talking about. In a sense, the Dutch continued to act according to their former relationship with the Moluccans, that of coloniser and colonised (Said, 1979). 
In the early sixties the Dutch government build seventy-one new neighbourhoods specifically for the Moluccans. They were built all throughout the Netherlands. This made, and still makes, the Moluccans the only ethnic group in the Netherlands with specifically built neighbourhoods (Amersfoort & Niekerk, 2006). This again isolated the Moluccans and delayed their integration into Dutch Society. Although, they Moluccans were less clustered now than before.
In 1968 more than 80 percent of the Moluccan immigrant still had no official citizenship. They were in fact stateless. According to Oostindie, the Moluccans in the Netherlands were neither interested in Dutch citizenship nor in Indonesian citizenship. After all, most of them were still clinging on to the hope of an independent Moluccan republic. This is why, at the end of the 60’s, almost 80% of the Moluccans were stateless. Meaning they had neither Dutch nor Indonesian citizenship.
Almost 20 years after the initial arrival of the Moluccans, in 1970, the Dutch government finally admitted that the Moluccans were in fact not temporary citizens. From this point forward, more policies and special laws were called into effect to help the Moluccan population in the Netherlands (Amersfoort, 2004). These helped the Moluccans with for example, finding work. Where in the early times of their stay in the Netherlands they were forbidden to work.
Oostindie describes how the feeling of a cold reception is a cherished Moluccan cliche which helped shaped their identity in the Netherlands. This cold reception refers to the immediate and unexpected discharging of the Moluccan soldiers when they arrived in the Netherlands. They did really resent this reception, however most of their anger came from the fact that they could not return to their home. Oostindie argues that the Dutch government and the military commanders had good reason to be vague about the temporary nature of the Moluccan residence in the Netherlands. But, he also states that it is not only the fault of the government that the Moluccan integration came off to a slow start. The Moluccans were, at the start, not too keen to integrate themselves.
A large part of the Moluccan population in the Netherlands was not all too happy to be in the Netherlands. First and foremost because they felt like they were lied to by the Dutch Government. More specifically, the first generation of Moluccans felt that way. During the war of Indonesian independence, the Dutch government promised the Moluccans a free state if they helped defeat the Indonesian uprising. After the were no longer able to maintain their colony, this promise became one the Dutch could no longer fulfill (Buitelaar & Zock, 2013). For the Moluccans, this broken promise felt like a betrayal after they were allies for centuries.
In his book, Oostindie tries to describe the feeling of the Moluccans in the 50’s with the help of a picture of a Moluccan demonstration. The banner says: “Christelijk Nederland doet ons recht!”. The protesters are not making any demands, they just express their feeling of injustice. Oostindie describes this as follows: 

“(...) you Dutch are Christians, so are we (because you colonized us), so be just to us! No favors were being asked, it was simply a demand for rights. The desire for those rights stemmed from a centuries-long colonial alliance and were further underlined in the appeal to a shared religion. The Netherlands should not shirk its Christian duty.”(Oostindie, 2010, p. 48) 

This anger and disbelief of the first generation was picked up by the second generation of the Moluccans in the Netherlands. They were frustrated by the way the Dutch government treated their parents. The second generation of Moluccans, often poorly schooled, felt forced to take over their parents ideals. Including the free Moluccan republic. However, they did it in a different way than their parents. They felt part of the bigger, international so called “protest generation” (Bosma, 2009). 
The intense political mobilisation of the second generation lead to the occupation of the Indonesian embassy on august 31 of 1970. Two days before the first ever official state visit from an Indonesian head of state. For the Netherlands, this was a diplomatic disaster. This action evaporated the last bit of goodwill the Moluccans still had with the Dutch government. The then prime minister even went as far as to say he did not consider the RMS a liberation movement as seen in various ex-colonial nations, but as colonial nostalgia (Bosma, 2009).
A radical part of the Moluccan society in the Netherlands started carrying out terrorist attacks. Their first act of defiance was the attempt of torching the Indonesian embassy in The Hague, this failed. Nine months later they tried to storm the same building but also failed. In 1970 when the Indonesian ambassador was attacked. These terrorists were at first seen as misguided idealists by the Dutch. In the Moluccan community they gained a certain kind of respect for standing up for their ideals, the RMS (Amersfoort & Niekerk, 2006). After the execution of the last leader of the Moluccan rebellion in Indonesia, they youth became more and more militant (Bosma, 2009).
These first actions of defiance were the catalyst that fueled further Moluccan terrorist attacks. In 1975 the first train was seized by seven Moluccan terrorists. The passengers were taken hostage and only released after 13 days when the action ended. Three innocent people were murdered by these terrorists. After 13 days, the Moluccan terrorists surrendered. 
The second train hijacking occurred two years later, in 1977. This action was conducted simultaneously with another terrorist action, the hostage situation of a Dutch primary school. The terrorist took 105 children and their 5 teachers hostage for almost twenty days. These hostage situation coincided with the Dutch election for the national parliament. On the day of these elections the children that were taken hostage were forced to shout: “Van Agt, wij willen leven!”. Translated, (Minister of Justice) van Agt, we want to live! After four days, all children were released by the terrorists. Reason being that many of the children were getting sick from an unknown disease. Possibly caused by laxatives the Dutch government may have secretly put in the food intended for the children, in an attempt to force a quick end to the situation. However, this has never been officially admitted or proven.
In contrast to the end of the first terrorist action, the terrorists of the actions of 1977 did not surrender on their own accord. These actions ended with the Dutch military storming the train and the school respectively. The storming of the school proceeded relatively non-violent. The Dutch military punched a hole in the wall of the school with explosives and an armored car. Subsequently soldiers entered the school. The Moluccan terrorist surrendered without fighting back, having already heard about the storming of the train.
After twenty days the Dutch military was getting ready to storm the train. At dawn six Dutch jet aircraft flew low to the ground over the train. This had the purpose of disorientating the hijackers. After that, several soldiers of the Dutch military started shooting at a specific carriage, it was known by the Dutch where the terrorist were. It is estimated that around 15.000 bullets were fired at the train. One hostage was killed by these bullets and six of the nine terrorist were killed. 
This storming of the train is still a controversial event in Dutch history. Many believe the Dutch government acted too aggressively when ending the hostage situation or even purposefully ordered the murder or execution of the terrorists. In 2014 an investigation was published about the storming of the train. This investigation concluded that there is no reason to believe the Dutch government orders the execution of the terrorists (Rijksoverheid, 2014). However, it was revealed that three of the six terrorists that were shot dead, were shot dead from close range. And that they were also unarmed and not fighting back. The then Minister of Justice concluded that there were no signs of execution. Because an execution has killing as a goal, while in this case the goal was to protect the hostages. The investigation also challenged at least one statement made in 1977, that there were no bullets fired inside the train (Pieters, 2014). An earlier report compiled by investigative journalist Jan Beckers aided by one of the terrorist already uncovered this matter. 
The report by Beckers also mentions that the Dutch military used Hollow point ammunition when they stormed the train in 1977. Beckers (2014) notes that the use of these bullets are prohibited by the Geneva convention of 1948. This is however incorrect, the Hague conference prohibited the use of small exploding ammunitions of less than 400 grams. Except this only goes for international warfare and does not mention domestic use. Hollow point ammunition is the most used type of ammunition by police forces as is limites the damage to innocent bystanders by expanding when it hits the body. And not going through the body and potentially hurting bystanders. The Dutch government gave special permission for the military to use this type of ammunition given that this was a police action performed by the military and bystanders were a concern (Rijksoverheid, 2014).
The soldiers who carried out the storming of the train were seen as heroes by the Dutch people. At least at first, sometime around the year 2011 doubts and rumours started to surface more and more. In 2014 three former commanders of the Dutch action gave an anonymous interview in the Dutch newspaper De Telegraaf (2014, January 28). This was the first time in almost 40 years that those involved spoke about the storming of the train. Three years later, in 2017, a Dutch court decided transcripts of the audio files made during the storming of the train were to be made publicly available. The existence of these audio files was unknown by the public until 2014. In these audio files, Dutch soldier can be heard while in the train, talking about giving the terrorist the killing shots. A commander can also be heard saying: “This one is dead”. One soldiers replies by saying: “Yes, now he is.” Followed by laughter. Another soldier can be heard saying: “Those ones were still alive, I shot them to pieces.” (Es & Berg, 2017, May 29). 
The ministry of Defence responded to these tapes stating that on the basis of these tapes, there was and is no reason to believe the soldiers or the Dutch government handled wrongfully in the situation. Stating that these soldiers were in a life or death situation, a very chaotic situation. These soldiers had to make quick decisions about the danger of these terrorists and about their own safety (Es & Berg, 2017, May 29).
In May of 2018, three former officers reported as new witnesses. They claimed that the soldiers storming the train were given the order to kill all of the train hijackers. According to these witnesses, commanders repeatedly told those involved the terrorists were not meant to get a trial. This order was reportedly given by then Minister of Justice van Agt (Thijssen, 2018, May 7). The former minister as well as the Dutch state denied these accusations. Based on the report of these witnesses, the lawyer of the relatives of the killed hijackers demanded several commanders as well as Minister van Agt were to be questioned under oath. Just recently, July 25, the court denied this request of the relatives.
The last of the terrorist attacks was directed at a Province Hall in Assen. On March 13 1978 three terrorist occupied the hall. Some of the hostages managed to escape by jumping out of the windows of the building. The terrorists demanded the release of the Moluccans prisoners who were involved in the aforementioned terrorist attacks. Shortly after the start of the action a hostage was executed. He was put in front of a window and was subsequently riddled with bullets by the terrorists. The next day the military put an end to the action. 
	Splits in the RMS movement contributed to tension within the Moluccans community. With some Moluccans wanting to focus on a more democratic approach and diplomacy and some others wanted swift action to accomplish their goal. These tensions eventually lead to this decade of violence starting in 1970 in the Netherlands with multiple terrorist attacks. At first these terrorist attacks gained support from the Moluccan community, but this support dwindled rather quickly. In 1978 the terrorist attacks had virtually no support from the Moluccans anymore. According to Amersfoort and Niekerk (2006) this also contributed to the difficulties with integration.
	Towards the end of the violence the Dutch government was in a difficult position. They already dropped the idea of the Moluccans being temporary citizens. But as of yet they did not had any proper way to communicate with the Moluccans about their wishes. This resulted in low levels of education and employment amongst the Moluccan population. This lead to the institution of an advisory body, Inspraakorgaan Welzijn Molukkers (IWM). This IWM proved valuable to help integrate the Moluccans and improve their situation.
        	Amersfoort and Niekerk conclude with arguing that Moluccans feel more and more at home in the Netherlands and that a majority of the Moluccans identify “to a certain extent” with the Moluccan islands. Amersfoort (2004) describes the Moluccans as integrating well, because the current generation is focussed on life in the Netherlands and is thus integrating well into the Dutch society. 
	After these turbulent years, the second generation started the emancipation and integration of the Moluccans in the Netherlands. Consequently, talks about the Dutch-Moluccan relation with Indonesia also started. It was not impossible for Dutch-Moluccans to go to Indonesia, at least not physically. But it sort of was psychological for a lot of Moluccan people in the Netherlands. After all, the considered themselves banished. Going back would feel like giving up on their ideals (Bosma, 2009).
        	 In the 1980’s the dream of an independent Moluccan republic already was mostly silently abandoned by most Moluccans. This opened up the ability to a less forced identity and a more symbolic identity, in combination with integration within the general population of the Netherlands. However, the Moluccans in the Netherlands were still very much so orientated on the home islands. And most Moluccans today take pride in being Moluccan. They did however become increasingly more Dutch the last two decades, out of necessity but also out of their own choice.
Oostindie (2010) further notes that recently, most Moluccans have completely given up on their dream of a free Moluccan republic. Most Moluccans and organisation have other priorities in the Netherlands. Such as trying to preserve parts of their heritage and keeping contact with their villages back in Indonesia. However, Oostindie does note that the Moluccan persistence of a free Moluccan republic did hinder their integrations and does still in some capacity to this day. All early Moluccan organisation were adamant about their ideal free RMS. This combined with the enormous amount of Moluccan organisation made sure that as a collective, the Moluccans were mostly oriented on their home in the Moluccas. They did not see the Netherland as the end of their journey, so integrating was not a priority as the start. And as Oostindie notes, still today. A consequence of their isolation, they for example also formed their own churches in the Netherlands. Furthering their status aparte.
   


[bookmark: _Toc522307492]4.3 What did the Dutch do?

Some of the Dutch actions have already been discussed in the previous sections. Such as the first action the Dutch made. Shipping the Moluccans to the Netherlands. As you have read above, as a last ditch effort the Dutch government shipped 12.500 Moluccans to the Netherlands. This involuntarily migration of the Moluccans can be described as the first actions the Dutch took in helping the Moluccan integration. This action can be seen in a postcolonial context, the Netherlands (the West) thought they knew what was best for the Moluccans (the Orient). After that followed the biggest action the Dutch took, not doing anything for twenty years. As mentioned before, the Dutch government thought of the Moluccans coming to the Netherlands as a temporary solution in 1951. This stance remained the same for nearly twenty years until 1970, when the government officially admitted the problem was not temporary anymore (Amersfoort & Niekerk, 2006). 
	One of the first real measures that was meant to help the integration of the Moluccans in the Netherlands, was the establishment of the Commissie Ambonezenzorg, Commission for the care of the Ambonese (CAZ), in 1952. The term Ambonese and Moluccan were indistinguishable when the Moluccans first came to the Netherlands. Stemming from the fact that most Moluccans came from the island of Ambon. However, this does not go for all Moluccans. So the term Moluccan is used as an umbrella term. This ignorance could again be described in a postcolonial context, in which the Orient is one singular object. So, all people from the Moluccans were Ambonese. This CAZ, was a seemingly autonomous institution that was responsible for everything related to the Moluccans. To adequately do this, the CAZ instituted so called Kampraden, Camp councils. These councils served as the middle man between the government, the CAZ, and the normal Moluccans (Amersfoort, 2004). 
	In the beginning, the Dutch often were dismissive of the the Moluccan leaders. The de facto leaders were the government in exile after the RMS was crushed in Indonesia. The government in exile tried to plead the Dutch for help by getting their independent Moluccan state. But also tried to solve the issues the Moluccans people in the Netherlands were facing. This was often seen as nagging by the Dutch (Amersfoort & Niekerk, 2006).
	Starting in 1954, the Dutch government started to transfer more and more responsibilities from the government to the Moluccans self. They had to partially pay their own rent and were encouraged to look for work (Amersfoort, 2004). In section 4.2, another measure was briefly discussed. In 1957, a commission was called to life to investigate the situation of the Moluccan population. It took this commission two years before they came up with any recommendations. These ended the substandard living conditions by building new neighborhoods for the Moluccans to live in. It did however not end the social isolation faced by many Moluccans at that time. In the early 60’s, the aforementioned Kampraden were replaced by Wijkraden, District councils (Amersfoort, 2004). These had the exact same functions as the Kampraden.
	In the late 60’s many Moluccans still were not convinced they were staying in the Netherlands. As a result of this, many did not try to integrate into Dutch society. However, starting in the late 60’s, the Dutch government started trying to convince the Moluccans that yes, they would probably have to stay in the Netherlands. And in January of 1970, the CAZ was disbanded. This signified an official end to the Dutch stance on the temporary nature of the Moluccan problem. The Dutch government apologized for their mistake of letting the Moluccans believe they could return home for such a long time. And for the immediate discharging of the Moluccans soldiers when they first arrived. 
	From this point forward the second generation of the Moluccans became more politically and socially active. The coming of age of the second generation coincided with a better integration of the Moluccans. They were more socially engaged with the rest of the Dutch population and were more active on the job market. Their participation in education also improved (Amersfoort, 2004). However, this was also the time of the violent terrorist attacks carried out by the second generation of the Moluccans, which is already discussed in section 4.2. 
	After this violent decade, many Moluccans were more interested in integration. A lot of Moluccans were appalled by the violence committed by their people. And they wished to peacefully integrate and discuss their problems in a more diplomatic way. The in 1976 inaugurated Inspraakorgaan Welzijn Molukkers, Consultative Body about the Wellbeing of the Moluccans (IWM), was used as a negotiation platform for possible issues the Moluccans faced (Amersfoort, 2004). Starting from this generation, the focus shifted from the Moluccan islands to the Netherlands. With this shift in focus under the second generation, the ideal for an independent state, the RMS was also slightly abandoned (Oostindie, 2010). In 1996 the IWM was included in an umbrella organisation focused on all minorities in the Netherlands, the Landelijk Overlegorgaan Minderheden, National Consultative Body regarding Minorities (LOM). Ever since 1996 no further policy changes regarding the Moluccans were made.
	The third generation is not as easily recognizable as the first or second generation. This is caused by the increased number of intermarriages between the Moluccans and other ethnic groups. But also by the fact the Moluccans are no longer all living in clusters within Moluccan communities, which is a change that happened naturally without government intervention (Oostindie, 2010). 
	Only in 1990 did the Dutch state start coordinating with the different Moluccan organisations about an integration policy. By then, most Moluccans already were marrying outside their own circle, as stated above, and as a result better integrated. Oostindie remarks that this may proof that individual actions are more effective than top-down policy making in regards to integration of immigrant groups.
	Moluccan nationalism again spiked in 1999, when there were violent clashes between christians and muslims in Indonesia on the Moluccan islands. These violent clashes made the young people suddenly aware of the Moluccan islands. This increased the identification of the young Moluccans with the islands and their culture. They started to raise funds for equipment and other necessities that were needed back “home”. There were even attempts to get the Dutch politicians involved. This renewed nationalism again shows that the Moluccans are very much linked to their ‘’home islands’’(Oostindie, 2010).
	The Dutch state was now forced to discuss issues with the young Moluccans, about which they had no say in. In the end, the Netherlands urged the Indonesian government to safeguard the human rights of its population. This is however a sticky issue for the Dutch - Indonesian relationship. Especially looking at the Dutch colonial past in Indonesia.

[bookmark: _Toc522307493]4.4 Summary of answers

This chapter was meant to gain an answer to three of the sub questions. The first question asked how and why the Moluccans came to the Netherlands. The second question focussed on the history of the Moluccans in the Netherlands. And the third question discussed the actions taken by the Dutch government during these years. 
The Moluccans first arrived in the Netherlands in 1951. They were forcibly shipped from Indonesia to the Netherlands. The Dutch government decided this as a temporary solution until the situation in Indonesia would be better for the Moluccans. The Moluccans were not welcome indonesia. The Indonesian government was fighting against the south Moluccan islands which wanted to become independent from Indonesia. Indonesia was afraid the Moluccans KNIL soldiers would try and help this uprising. So they were not allowed to be demobilised there. That left the Netherlands with no other choice than to ship the Moluccans to the Netherlands. It was not the choice of the Moluccans that brought them to the Netherlands. 
This explains why in the years directly after their arrival there was a lot of anger and disappointment towards the Dutch state (Amersfoort & Niekerk, 2006). The Moluccans were housed in remote areas and were generally not helped with their integration. Mostly because of the belief that they would one day return to the Moluccas. After a few decades a small part of the Moluccans started to radicalise and started carrying out terrorist attacks in the Netherlands. The most controversial one of these is the train hijacking of 1977. The storming of the train by the Dutch military is sometimes seen as controversial. People suspect the Dutch government may have executed some of the terrorist while they already surrendered. In recent years, some of the soldiers involved gave anonymous statement with which they caused more doubt. 
The very first years of the Moluccan history in the Netherlands, the Dutch government did almost nothing to help integrate or help the Moluccans. They were housed in former internment camps and barracks in remote areas. Only after twenty years did the government officially change its policy regarding the Moluccans and issued several laws and statement aimed at bettering the situation of the Moluccans. 



[bookmark: _Toc522307494]5. Data analysis

This chapter will focus on answering the following sub questions: 

How do the Moluccans feel about the Dutch government and their actions?
and
How do the Moluccans feel about their identity?
        	
This chapter will be divided into three sections. The first two sections will focus on answering the sub questions. While the last section will give a comprehensive summarizing answer to the sub questions. The questions will be answered by analysing the interviews I have done with Moluccan people living in the Netherlands. Appropriate literature will also be used to try and give a balanced, unbiased answer to these questions. 
	The first sub question will be answered in section 5.1. While the second sub question will be answered in section 5.2. The last sections, section 5.3, will again be used to summarize the answers given in the previous sections. At the start of section 5.1 and 5.2 , the reader will be reminded of the Dutch actions and the meaning of the term identity in this thesis respectively.
	Before I start analysing the interviews, I will first discuss my interviewees. As said at the start of this research, the interviewees will be anonymous. I will however list the interviewees here with their gender and generation. And of course, their letter by which they will be referred to going forward: 

	Interviewee A: Third generation female Moluccan
	Interviewee B: Second generation female Moluccan
	Interviewee C: Third generation female Moluccan
	Interviewee D: Third generation male Moluccan
	Interviewee E: Second generation male Moluccan

As can be seen above, I was not able to find a interviewee belonging to the first generation. I did however manage to assemble a mix of both male and female interviewee and also a mix of the third and second generation. 

[bookmark: _Toc522307495]5.1 Moluccan feeling towards Dutch actions

The first real question I asked every interviewee was regarding the Dutch actions in Indonesia. More specifically I asked if they knew about the Dutch police actions shortly after the second world war, meant to repress the Indonesian uprising. Only one of the interviewees, interviewee B knew what these actions were and the role of the Moluccans in those. She told me why she thought mostly young Moluccans joined the KNIL at that time. The first thing she mentioned was loyalty. She described is as: you were a colony and you were loyal to the Netherlands. So you joined their forces to help your country. This loyalty of the Moluccans was also described by Amersfoort & Niekerk (2006). Interviewee B was however the only one to mention this loyalty. This could be because of her knowledge of the actions and the KNIL.
	After shortly explaining the actions I asked the interviewees what they thought of these actions. All of the interviewees had either no real opinion on the matter, or they did not find these actions anything other than necessary or just part of the deal. Apparently, the Dutch police actions had no real influence on the opinion on the Dutch state.
	All interviewees think of the Dutch government as their government. They feel like the Dutch government does represent them well as inhabitants of the Netherlands. All said they were mostly happy with the Dutch performance in recent years. They thought of themselves, when talking about the politics in the Netherlands, not specifically as Moluccans but rather regarded themselves to be Dutch. This is a very different way of thinking than how the first generation of the Moluccans thought about the Dutch state when they first arrived here (Amersfoort & Niekerk, 2006). However, they all expressed disappointment in the Dutch treatment of the very first generation. Stating that they should have done more to help them, but most importantly they should not have misled the Moluccans for so long. Or preferably, not at all.
	Interviewee A and Interviewee E both think the housing situation of the first generation, living in former internment camps and former army barracks, was not adequate for the Moluccans. The housing situation being an issue under Moluccans was already described by Amersfoort & Niekerk (2006). They specifically noted that the housing in the very first years made the Moluccans very isolated. With interviewee A stating she thinks the Moluccans mostly integrated by themselves, with little help from the government. Interviewee B also thinks the housing situation was not handled well by the Dutch government, most other things were handled well by the Dutch. Education for example was from the start something the Dutch arranged in the camps. Interviewee B assumes the Kampraden were an important tool to communicate with the Dutch government. According to Interviewee C, the Dutch did not help the Moluccans with finding a job when they first arrived. This made it harder for the Moluccans to stand on their own feet. This can be explained however, the official policy of the Dutch government was the first 20 years one of temporary stay (Amersfoort & Niekerk, 2006). Finding a job for that timeframe would not have done much for their situation. It should also be noted that most Moluccans in that time were also convinced they would only be in the Netherlands for a short while. So they themselves did not take the initiative finding work either.
	There is understanding among the Moluccans why the Dutch government housed the Moluccans in former internment camps and former army barracks in the initial years. Both interviewee D and interviewee E assume it was done because of the temporary nature of their arrival and because of the overall lack of housing space in the Netherlands of that time.
	A recurring theme, as expected, is the broken promise of the Dutch. Moluccans feel sorry for their parents who were lied to by the Dutch government. The most important aspect for many is that the Moluccans were misled for such a long time. And that the Dutch government did not apologise for the pain they caused with this broken promise. Although, the Dutch government actually did apologise in 1970 (Amersfoort, 2004). But apparently this apology was not heard by the Moluccan community.
	None of the interviewees believes the Dutch reactions regarding the terrorist attacks were unjustified or otherwise wrong. There are doubts regarding the storming of the train in 1977 though. With interviewee C and E and to a lesser degree interviewee A doubting the Dutch government has told the whole truth regarding these events. They think it might have been possible that the Dutch government used disappropriate force or otherwise committed wrongdoings. All agreed that if the rumours of the executions of the terrorist were true, they would be very disappointed in the Dutch government. And they do not think that it would be a morally right thing to do. 
	Another big point of pain for many Moluccans is the Dutch stance regarding the Moluccan KNIL soldier. First of all, the immediate discharging of the soldier when they arrived in the Netherlands is seen as deeply disrespectful. But even worse is that the Dutch only recently started including these KNIL soldiers in the list of veterans who they honour. Only in 2017 the Moluccan KNIL veterans gained the invitation to join the yearly veterans day (Beuker, 2017). Many of the interviewees think this honouring is a very good step of the Dutch government. However, it is a bit late. Considering that most of the first generation has already died and will never experience the honour themselves. 

[bookmark: _Toc522307496]5.2 Moluccan identity

One of the questions I asked the interviewees was regarding their thoughts about their own identity. I split my questions into two categories based on my distinction between cultural identity and perceived identity (Liebkind, Jasinskaja-Lahti & Solheim, 2004). A majority felt more Moluccan than Dutch. But they all always felt very much Dutch, they just regarded the Moluccan part of their identity as more important. One of the interviewees felt as Dutch as she felt Moluccan, interviewee C. She noted that this possibly was because she grew up as a child of two cultures. Only one of the interviewees, interviewee B, felt more Dutch than Moluccan. She also stated her upbringing must have had an influence on this feeling. Her parents, and thus she herself, were always very much focussed on life here in the Netherlands. Her Moluccan roots are always in the back of her mind though. None of the interviewees felt Indonesian, with the exception of interviewee A. She explained this by her ancestry. Het grandmother was of Indonesian descent, so she always identified with that part. 
	The role of upbringing in the identity of people has been mentioned during the interviews. Interviewees often clarified by saying the worldview of the parents is an important aspect herein. Another important aspect of identity and integration is language according to the interviewees. The very first generation did not speak Dutch fluently, later generations improved which in turn helped their integration. All Moluccans I spoke to think that the Moluccans are at least relatively well integrated into Dutch society now. Interviewee C thinks integration could be better. She still sees a lot of problems in the current third generation. She mentions education levels but also struggles with drug addictions. Interviewee A also mentioned the problems with drug addiction, mostly according to her, faced by the second generation of Moluccans. They ascribe these problems mostly to the Moluccans still living in big clusters in big cities. According to them, these clusters make it more difficult for the Moluccans to try and integrate in Dutch society. 
	A number of typical Moluccan customs or social activities have been mentioned by the interviewees. The one event almost all interviewees mentioned was the Pasar Malam. Literally translated from Malay this means evening market. This is not a specifically Moluccan event, it is more of a shared Southeast Asian tradition. However a large part of the interviewees mentioned this market as something they considered Moluccan. Other than these markets another shared experience is the general group feeling they felt. Described as a sense of belonging when in a big group of Moluccans or with your family. Family was also described as being very important in the lives of the Moluccans. Several times parties have been described as important to the Moluccans. Interviewee E described how every neighborhood had its own council which would organise a party once in a while. And everyone was allowed to go to these. Even people who did not life in these neighborhoods. 
	An another important part of being Moluccan is the church. Many of the Moluccans arriving in the Netherlands were christians. When they started to permanently settle down in the Netherlands they started to built their own churches. In these churches Malay was the language used by the priest, according to interviewee B. She did however how she, and other people her age, always hated that part of church. They simply lacked the proper understanding of the language to stay interested. After a few years the language used in churches gradually changed to Dutch. Going hand in hand with religion, a proper burial was important for the Moluccans. Interviewee B notices however how in recent years, cremation also became an accepted method. 
	Two of the interviewees, C and E, also speak of the national day on April 25. This day is a day of feast with a lot of music and is used to commemorate the independence. Neither of the two is very involved with this national day. 
	On the subject of perceived identity, I asked the interviewees how they thought they were seen by other people. All interviewees stated that they were rarely seen as Moluccans by people who do not know them. The reasoning of most was that often people do not know about the Moluccans, a lack of knowledge about their history here in the Netherlands. They would oftentimes be confused for Indonesian or other Southeast Asians or sometimes even for Surinamese. However, when people knew of their ancestry, most Moluccans think they would, at least a little bit, be seen as Moluccan. With interviewee E thinking my generation of the Netherlands does not know about the Moluccans and would simple refer to them as foreigner. 
	Most Moluccans do not think they are seen as Dutch by other people. Mostly when making first impression based on their skin colour. However a majority thinks that when people would know them better they would most certainly classify them as Dutch. Based on how they act and their social norms. 
	In recent years, none of the interviewees have had to deal with racism aimed at them. They all feel accepted in the Dutch society of today. They never felt like the were intentionally discriminated recently. Although some of them have been teased when they were younger by fellow kids. Which they did not like. The older people I interviewed told me things were different for them during the Moluccan terrorist attacks. They either were personally stared at or were otherwise subject to bias caused by the Moluccan terrorist attacks. 
These terrorist attacks are known by all Moluccans, even the younger generation which did not live when they were happening. This is partially because these attacks are discussed in Dutch schools. But also because these attacks were an important turning point in the Moluccan community. It would make sense that this is something that is talked about with for example the younger generation. None of the interviewees approve of the action. A majority does nevertheless understand why the terrorists took these actions. Or at least they think they have an idea why they did these actions. Most think they either did it to gain attention for the Moluccan problems or ideals or that they did it because they wanted to help their parents. Some of the interviewees doubt that the terrorist actually thought they were helping. They think it was more of a last ditch effort to get the Dutch government to listen. A deed of desperation, but also one of anger towards the Dutch state for what they did to their parents. One of the interviewees, interviewee B, told a story about the time she met one of these terrorist years after the terrorist actions. She and her friend got really mad at this man. For what he did to those innocent people but also for the sadness these actions created within the Moluccan community. This shows the divide there was, and perhaps still is, in the Moluccan community regarding the terrorist actions. The man told her that he had changed, he now educates children on the subject and tells his story at different schools. To raise awareness for the Moluccan cause but most importantly to raise awareness about how easy it is to ruin your life forever with one mistake when you are young. And how dangerous certain ideas can be.
A majority of the interviewees did not believe the terrorist actions had any lasting impact on the long term integration and acceptance of the Moluccans in the Netherlands. They say most Dutch people understand that these people were not representative of the entire Moluccan population. Some of them do think it harmed the integration of the Moluccans in the short term. They note either being discriminated themselves or they heard that others were discriminated during those times.
One of the sections of my interview was called support for RMS. In this section I asked the interviewees about their opinion on the RMS and whether or not they still would like an independent state. One of the second generation does not really concern herself with this. She has her life here and does not personally want an independent state. She would support it if other people, like her father, would ask her to though. The other second generation interviewees would still like to see an independent Moluccan state. The third generation is split in the willingness of wanting an independent state. One of them thinks the future of the Moluccans is in the Netherlands and that times have changed. It is simply put too late for an independent state. 
It is interesting that all interviewees think other Moluccans share their opinion on the wish of having an independent state. While in practice, three out of five would still like an independent state. With the second generation being the more interested generation. This is quite unexpected, you would expect the later generations to be less interested in something they never actually experienced. It could be that this can be explained in the same way the terrorist action can be explained. The younger generations feel obliged to carry out the ideals of the older generations. Interviewee A explained that she thinks support for the RMS will dwindle the longer the Moluccans will be in the Netherlands, she does note that there will be young Moluccans who are very vocal about wanting an independent Moluccan state. Interviewee D did tell me he thought the third generation would be the most vocal about wanting the RMS. He explained this by the fact that the first and second generations have an entire life in the Netherlands and have mostly settled down with houses and kids. They would still like an independent state, just not as much as the wanted when they were younger. When they had less to lose and were more rebellious. Yet another interviewee, interviewee E, thinks the third generation now have entirely different priorities compared to the second generation when they were young. And to add to that, they are better educated. So there are more opportunities for them in the Netherlands. Time have changed.
When asked about the feasibility of an independent Moluccan state, all of the Moluccans found answering the questions difficult. They did all agree that an independent state most likely will never be created. Reasons ranging from the power of the Indonesian government to the changing times. However, they still had hope for an independent Moluccan republic.

[bookmark: _Toc522307497]5.3 Summary of answers

The Moluccans interviewed generally have a positive opinion of the Dutch government. When looking at the past actions of the Netherlands, they agree that de Dutch government should have done more for their parents or grandparents when they first got here. They feel like the Dutch government forgot about them. Although, they do feel mostly integrated and a part of the Dutch society. The biggest issues they seem to have are the broken promise to their parents/grandparents and the Dutch government not apologising for this broken promise. Also they feel like the former KNIL soldier of Moluccan descent are forgotten by the Dutch. This recently got better with their inclusion as official veterans. Many think this came too late for many of the first generation to enjoy seeing as a large part of this generation has passed away. 
The majority of the Moluccans interviewed feel more Moluccan than Dutch. This does not mean that they do not feel Dutch at all. All generations interviewed feel Dutch. The Moluccan feeling however takes precedent by most. The Moluccans largely do not identify with being Indonesian. Although they do feel more Moluccan, all of them are happy to live here in the Netherlands and do not specifically want to return to the Moluccan islands to live there. There is a slight majority of the Moluccans who still support an independent Moluccan state, the RMS. They do acknowledge the difficulty of such a state ever existing. Their main focus is the Netherlands, not the Moluccas.


[bookmark: _Toc522307498]6. Conclusions

In this chapter the answer to the main question will be given. To do this, the answers to the sub questions will once again be stated. After a sufficient comprehensible answer to the main question has been given, several notes on its interpretation will be given. Additionally,  recommendations for possible future research will be given. Before the conclusions will be presented, the five sub questions will once again be repeated here: 

· How and why did the Moluccan people come to the Netherlands?
· What happened to them when they got to the Netherlands?
· What did the Dutch government do to help the integration of the Moluccans?
· How do the Moluccans feel about the Dutch government and their actions?
· How do the Moluccans feel about their identity?

These five question were discussed in chapter 4 and in chapter 5. These chapters were used to find an answer to the five sub questions. Below follows a conclusion based on these five question and a reflection on them.
	The reason for the Moluccans coming to the Netherlands was a simple one. To put it bluntly, they were forced by the Netherlands. However, this is not an adequate description of why exactly the Moluccans had to come to the Netherlands. The Moluccans first arrived in the Netherlands in 1951. A large share of the KNIL soldier was Moluccan. When the Indonesian war of independence broke out, the Dutch promised the Moluccans their own state if they helped the Dutch defeat the Indonesians. After Indonesia won, the Moluccans were seen as traitors by the Indonesians. The Dutch defeat in 1949 meant that the Dutch had to disband its colonial army. The soldiers were given the choice of either demobilisation or joining the Indonesian National Army. This proved to be a difficult choice for most Moluccans as in 1950 almost 80% had yet to make a choice. 
In 1951 the South Moluccans tried to gain independence from Indonesia. Many Moluccan soldiers still in the KNIL wished to be demobilized on Ambon, the center of the Moluccan uprising. They were of course not allowed by the Indonesians and the Dutch did not want to harm its relationship with its former colony. The Dutch first tried to demobilize the Moluccans elsewhere in Indonesia, this was however not allowed by a Dutch court. The Dutch government decided this as a temporary solution until the situation in Indonesia would be better for the Moluccans. It was not the choice of the Moluccans that brought them to the Netherlands. They wanted to go help their country.
When they arrived in the Netherlands, the first thing the Dutch government did was discharge every Moluccan soldier. This explains why in the years directly after their arrival there was a lot of anger and disappointment towards the Dutch state (Amersfoort & Niekerk, 2006). The first few years, the Moluccans were housed in remote areas and were generally not helped with their integration. Mostly because of the belief that they would one day return to the Moluccas. 
After a few decades a small part of the Moluccans in the Netherlands started to radicalise and started carrying out terrorist attacks in the Netherlands. The most controversial one of these is the train hijacking of 1977. The storming of the train by the Dutch military is by some regarded as controversial. People suspect the Dutch government may have executed some of the terrorist while they already surrendered. Or where otherwise not fair in their handling of the situation. In recent years, some of the soldiers involved gave anonymous statement with which they caused more doubt. 
The very first years of the Moluccan history in the Netherlands, the Dutch government did almost nothing to help integrate or help the Moluccans. They were housed in former internment camps and barracks in remote areas. Only after twenty years did the government officially change its policy regarding the Moluccans and issued several laws and statement aimed at bettering the situation of the Moluccans. 
Later on special Kampraden or Wijkraden were installed which helped the government communicate with the Moluccans more efficiently and vice versa. The Moluccans were also helped with finding suitable jobs. Education was the one thing the Dutch did arrange from the start. Even in the former internment camps, the children were able to go to school. This helped the second generation with the integration and above all the language. 
Having spoken to a few Moluccans, most have a positive opinion on the Dutch government. They feel included in society and feel represented by the Dutch government. When talking politics, they do not especially feel Moluccan. An important note to this is that it is generally agreed upon that the Dutch government should have done more for the first generation of Moluccans. The second and third generation feel like the Dutch forgot the Moluccans when they first arrived and the Moluccans were left to their own devices. 
The most important issue that is linked to this is the broken promise. The promise of an independent Moluccan state was broken by the Dutch. The Moluccans felt like they were being misled for almost twenty years. They feel like the Dutch did not apologise for this wrongdoing. But as can be read above, the Dutch government did apologise in 1970. But apparently this was not heard in the Moluccan community. The second and third generation feel sorry for the first generation because of this broken promise. But also for the forgotten Moluccan KNIL soldiers of the first generation. Only recently the Dutch started to commemorate them, which feels like too late for many Moluccans. Considering a large share of the first generation has already passed away. Nevertheless, they do think it is a very good step in the right direction by the Dutch government.
The Moluccan identity is mostly based around being Moluccan. With being Moluccan proving hard to define for many Moluccans. It is a combination many different things. The most important aspect is most likely the group feeling, or the feeling of belonging when together with other Moluccan people. Even if you do not know the people intimately, you are all Moluccan. This does however not mean that the Moluccans do not feel Dutch. They very much do. Although most often the Moluccan identity outweighs the Dutch identity. Being Moluccan in the Netherlands can be described as having a distinct Moluccan background, while conforming to many if not all Dutch social norms. They are all happy to be living in the Netherlands and do not really wish they lived on the Moluccan island. Although they do still feel connected to these islands and the idea of an independent Moluccan republic, they do realise their future lies in the Netherlands. There is a slight majority of the Moluccans who still support an independent Moluccan state, the RMS. They do acknowledge the difficulty of such a state ever existing. Like said before, their main focus is the Netherlands, not the Moluccas. This support is possibly linked with the fact that almost no Moluccan felt truly Indonesian when asked during my interviews. They made clear the Moluccans and Indonesia are two separate cultures. 

Some of the Dutch actions are well defined within a postcolonial discourse. These actions were mostly taken at the beginning of the Moluccan presence in the Netherlands. The biggest one is the non-action taken immediately after the arrival of the Netherlands. This can be described as the outright dismissal of the importance of the Moluccan people and their problems. Later on, the Dutch were not listening to the Moluccan government in exile. They were the de facto leaders of the Moluccans in the Netherlands during this time. But the Dutch seemed to regard them as unimportant. This can be seen as the continuation of the colonial relationship between the Dutch and the Moluccans. Later on, the Dutch were more open towards a dialogue with the Moluccans. From that point forward, the Dutch started with for example the CAZ. These kinds of organisations helped the communication between the two actos. These postcolonial actions and of course the other actions or measure taken by the Netherlands shaped the relationship between the Dutch and the Moluccans.
	As said before in this research, identity is a tricky thing. Is hard to define what exactly identity is or what is should entail. The split in cultural identity and perceived identity makes this process a little bit easier, I think. The perceived identity of the Moluccans is mostly foreign. Not specifically Moluccan or Indonesian. But they feel like they are seen as a foreigner. At least, when people do not know them. When they are known to people, the Moluccans think they are perceived as being very much Dutch. They themselves often also think of themselves as Dutch, however most consider Moluccan the dominant culture. The cultural identity of the Moluccans was harder to define. There were certain values and social norms they carried with them, but it mostly came down to a voice in the back of your head reminding you you were Moluccan at heart. 

After concluding the sub questions, the main question can be answered:

What are the consequences of the Dutch (postcolonial) actions on the identity of the Moluccans in the Netherlands?

The Dutch (postcolonial) actions most definitely had an influence on the Moluccan identity. The hypotheses made by the conceptual model in section 2.2 shows accurately how the Moluccan identity is influenced. To summarise, I will describe the process here in text. The actions taken by the Dutch government during the presence of the Moluccan people in the Netherlands helped shape the opinion of the Moluccan people in the Netherlands concerning the Dutch state. This opinion of the Dutch state subsequently influences the identity of the Moluccans. This is done by changing how much the Moluccans feel like they are Dutch and how much they consider themselves part of the Dutch society. There is also the matter of the interaction between identity and opinion of the Dutch state. As already stated in section 2.2, these two influence each other to a certain degree. This turned out to be true, the interviewed Moluccans stated they felt very much Dutch and were also happy about the way the Dutch government operated. A small exception to be added regarding the first years of the Moluccans in the Netherlands, the interviewees were critical of the Dutch actions in this period. This did however not seem to influence their opinion of the Dutch state now. It could be because of the difference in time periods. The conceptual model also supposed the Moluccan identity would be constituted by taking the cultural identity and the perceived identity. This turned out to be somewhat correct. Although, as said above, the cultural identity was something that proved to be hard to define by most Moluccans. Often not being able to list one or two typical Moluccan things. It might have been better if the term cultural identity was replaced by the term cultural heritage, which I already shortly talked about when defining identity. This term might have made it clearer for the interviewees what was meant by the term. 
	It should be noted that this case-study turned out to be highly specifically focussed on one group. This is of course the idea with a case-study. However, all interviewees lived in the same village, this might have impacted the results of the study. Seeing as the possibly all had the same background. The small sample size of five interviewees makes it hard to generalize the findings for a broader Moluccan group. Which was a risk I was aware off going into this research. But, like I discussed before, I feel like one-on-one interviews are the way to gain a better understanding of the identity of a person or a group of persons. Considering the nuances at play when discussing these subjects. 
	Further studies should therefore focus on broadening the understanding of the Moluccan identity in the Netherlands. Perhaps focussing on surveys instead of one-on-one interviews. This could deliver valuable insights in the understanding of the Moluccan identity in the Netherlands. It would however be less accurate, but like said by Fearon (1999), identity is always circumstantial and changing. This research just describes the temporal identity of the Moluccans in the Netherlands.
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[bookmark: _Toc522307500]Appendix A: Glossary of terms

Kampraad: Camp council, meant to mediate between the Dutch State and the Moluccans
KNIL: Koninlijk Nederlands Indië Leger, Dutch colonial army
Pasar Malam: Typical Southeast Asian evening market.
RMS: Republik Maluku Selatan, Republic of the South Moluccan
Wijkraad: Neighborhood council, meant to mediate between the Dutch State and the Moluccans
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Introductie (Voor opname)
· Wat doe ik?
· Waar gaat mijn onderzoek over?
· Problemen met opname dit gesprek?

Algemene vragen
· Leeftijd?
· Geslacht?
· Generatie?

Politionele acties
· Weet u van de Nederlandse politionele acties tegen de inwoners van voormalig Nederlands-Indië? 
. Hoe veel? Leg uit?
· Wat vindt u van deze politionele acties? 

Identiteit
De volgende vragen kunt u beantwoorden door middel van een nummer op een schaal van 1 tot 10. Waarbij 1 heel erg oneens aanduidt en 10 heel erg eens aanduidt. 
	Culturele identiteit
· Ik voel me Moluks
· Ik voel me Nederlands
· Ik voel me Indonesisch 
	Waargenomen identiteit
· De meeste mensen zouden me zien als Moluks
· De meeste mensen zouden me zien als Nederlands
· De meeste mensen zouden me zien als Indonesisch
· Ik ben benadeeld omdat ik van Molukse afkomst ben
De volgende vragen zullen weer open vragen zijn
	Culturele identiteit
· Zijn er (sociale) gebeurtenissen waar u heengaat of aan meedoet die u zou omschrijven als typisch Moluks? 
. Zo ja, wat zijn dit en hoe vaak gebeuren deze dingen? 
Waargenomen identiteit
· Voelt u zich geaccepteerd door de andere Nederlanders? 
. Waarom (niet)?
· Bent u ooit gediscrimineerd om uw afkomst?
. Leg uit?
· Bent u ooit (speels) gepest om uw afkomst? 
. Hoe voelde dit?


Nederlandse overheid
· Wat vindt u in het algemeen van de Nederlandse overheid? 
. Heeft u het gevoel dat de Nederlandse overheid u goed vertegenwoordigd?
· Denkt u dat de Nederlandse overheid genoeg heeft gedaan om de integratie van de Molukkers in Nederland te promoten en faciliteren toen ze voor het eerst in Nederland aankwamen?
· Denkt u dat de Molukse gemeenschap is geïntegreerd in de Nederlandse gemeenschap?
. Waarom (niet)?
· Denkt u dat de Nederlandse overheid meer had moeten doen om de Molukse gemeenschap te integreren? 

Molukse terroristische acties
· Bent u bekend met de Molukse terroristische acties?  
. Zo niet, kort uitleggen.
· Wat denkt u van deze acties? (Bent u het met deze acties eens?)
. Waarom?
· Wat vindt u van de Nederlandse reactie op deze acties?
. Als respondent niet bekend is met reactie, kort uitleggen.
· Dacht of denkt u dat deze terroristen geloofden dat ze met hun acties de Molukkers hielpen? 
· Denkt u dat de terroristische acties de Molukkers in Nederland hebben geholpen of niet? 
. Waarom?

Steun voor onafhankelijke Molukse republiek
De volgende vragen zijn voor de oudere generaties, de 1e generatie.
· Toen u voor het eerst in Nederland kwam, steunde u het idee van een onafhankelijke Molukse staat?
· Zou u kunnen zeggen dat de meeste andere Molukkers het met u eens waren toendertijd? 
. Waarom? Wie niet?
· Steunt u nu nog steeds een onafhankelijke Molukse staat?
· Zou u kunnen zeggen dat de meeste andere Molukkers het met u eens zijn?
. Waarom? Wie niet?

De volgende vragen zijn voor de jongere respondenten.
· Steunt u een onafhankelijke Molukse staat? 
· Denkt u dat de meeste andere Molukkers het met u eens is?
. Waarom? Wie niet?

De volgende vragen zijn voor alle respondenten.
· Denkt u dat een onafhankelijke Molukse staat ooit mogelijk is geweest? 
. Waarom (niet)?
· Denkt u dat een onafhankelijke Molukse staat hedendaags mogelijk is?
. Waarom (niet)?

Bedankt voor uw tijd! Als u geïnteresseerd bent in mijn onderzoek en graag het eindresultaat wilt zien, kan ik u het eindresultaat mailen/langsbrengen als het af is.
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