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[bookmark: _Toc427796321]1. Introduction 
On the 15th of May 2011, approximately 130.000 Spaniards took to the streets in different Spanish cities under the lemma of “Real Democracy Now: we are not goods in the hands of politicians and bankers!”. The protests were directed against a variety of austerity policies in response to the financial and economic crisis; against budget cuts on education and health care, against the influence of the financial sector and the austerity doctrines imposed by the European Union (EU), against the corruption of Spanish politicians and the increasing number of house evictions. What came to be known as the ‘indignados’ (the indignants) or the ’15-M movement’ (the movement of 15 de Mayo, the 15th of May) brought a wide range of individuals and various types of organizations to the streets. The protest marches culminated in mass demonstrations on the main squares of many Spanish cities, and  were the harbinger for the activities of the global Occupy movement (Castañeda, 2012), which, at its  zenith, encompassed 951 cities in 82 countries (Castells, 2012, p. 261). After the major protest events of the 15-M there have been various other manifestations of protest in Spain. Examples include the general strike of such as the general strike of November 2012, the mareas – marches against specific reforms in specific policy areas (on issues such as public health care, budget-cuts on student grants, privatization of water services, unemployment and migration); and against individuals who were claimed to be responsible for governmental and financial failure have been confronted with escraches (protests in the personal spaces of home and work). Another well-known form of protest is the squatting and occupation of bank offices by the Plataforma de Afectados por la Hipoteca (PAH)-movement, conducted to fight the right to housing for citizens facing mortgage-related problems. 
This intense period of protest activity seems to continue without achieving major concrete results. Despite the massive support for the 15-M and the protests that follow in its wake, the politics of austerity against which the protests are directed remain firmly in place. In fact, austerity politics are getting further engrained and in a pace that has been unprecedented. In the last years, cutbacks in public spending on education, health care, public social services, public transport, pensions and culture have been accompanied by the privatization of hospitals, water services, public transport and an increase in tax rates. Examples include the privatization of health care in Community of Madrid (T. Martínez, 2014), the closing of 85 ambulatory services and first aid stations in Catalonia (Mumbru, 2011), the asphyxiation of national public education in the  Ley Orgánica para la Mejora de la Calidad Educativa (Muñoz, 2013), the extreme rise of metro ticket prices in various cities (El Diagonal, 2014) and  expected freezing and cuts of pensions (Granado, 2013). The failing Bankia-bank has been nationalized and saved with taxpayer’s money and the Spanish national mortgage law still allows for evictions without cancellation of remaining mortgage-debts. On top of these economic measures, the austerity doctrine has started to affect the Spanish legal system. The most aggressive example of this legal anchoring is the Spanish government-proposed adaption of the Ley de Seguridad Ciudadania – the Law on Civil Security – (Jiménez Gálvez, 2014) that criminalizes protest against austerity by fining people who carry placards or shout messages ‘that are harmful or abusive of Spain or any region’ (Cué, 2013), including the possibility of levying fines without the legal guarantee of a trial (Fabra & Pérez, 2013).
However, not all forms of protest activity have been without concrete results. Under the name of the ‘solidary economy’, an alternative economic scene arises in various parts of Spain, but most prominently in Catalonia[footnoteRef:1], and achieves concrete practical results by developing alternative practices of economic production, distribution, consumption and services within the contemporary context of crisis and austerity measures. This radical alternative revolves around a set of principles: democracy, solidarity, transparency, local production and consumption, principles which correspond to the claims of the 15-M and related protests (de Jong, 2014). In fact, they are often are organized by the same activist scene that organized the 15-M protests. Catalan examples of the solidary economy are the finance cooperative Coop57, which facilitates investment into projects that contribute to the establishment of a social and the solidary economy; the energy cooperative Som Energia, which tries to break the oligopoly of large energy companies on the Spanish market and aims to transform the Spanish energy model into a model that is 100 per cent based on renewable energy; and the Xarxa d’Economia Solidària de Catalunya (XES), a network organization that connects a wide variety of solidary economy initiatives, organizes a yearly fair to promote the alternative scene as a whole and is starting its own alternative currency, the EcoSol. These initiatives are considerably successful. Expressed in numbers, Coop57 has attracted over €24 million to invest in the solidary economy (Coop57 S.C.C.L., 2015), since its establishment in 2010, Som Energia has been able to build its own energy installations and currently produces energy for over 23.000 people (Som Energia, 2015b), while the last fair of the XES, the Fira d’Economia Solidària de Catalunya (FESC) attracted over 17.000 visitors in only its third edition (Xarxa d’Economia Solidària, 2014). Furthermore, the solidary economy scene as a whole is in the lift, as more projects on a wider variety of subjects are established and chapters in other regions of the Spanish state arise. And, the solidary economy scene seems to have found its way into the institutional arena. The Barcelonese government has become one of the supporters of the FESC (Fira d’Economia Solidària de Catalunya, 2014), Coop57 has managed to reach agreement with the administration of the Catalan community of Molins de Rei to actively promote the solidary economic model (Coop57 S.C.C.L., 2013), while the Autonomous University of Barcelona even offers courses on the cooperative model which underpins most of the solidary economy (Escola d l’IGOP, 2014). [1:  For an overview of different initiatives across Spain, see for example Hughes (2015).] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The glaring contrast between the lack of major success by massively supported protest events such as the 15-M and the concrete achievements of the solidary economy scene in Catalonia provoke a series of questions. Why has the one form of protest (constructing the solidary economy) been able to achieve concrete results, while the other (the street protests of the 15-M) still awaits for its massive attendance to translate into changes of crisis governance? And why have these alternative projects been specifically successful in the Catalan region? These questions will all be addressed in this thesis, and are included in the following central research question: 

What explains the success of the solidary economy movement in the context of the current financial and economic crisis in Catalonia (2008-2014)?  

This question is one of serious societal relevance. Even though the international media frequently have reported on the effect of austerity measures on society in Spain and have had considerable attention for the 15-M protests (see BBC News, 2013; Minder, 2012), attention for the development of alternative crisis-responses is still minor and mostly restricted to Spanish media or to the sphere of alternative media (see Ortiz, 2014; Sahuquillo & Vidales, 2012). As a result, the alternative organizational and economic models which are being created by movements such as those in Catalonia are not under the popular radar. This lack of knowledge about alternative models inhibits all those engaged in finding responses to the economic crisis to consider other options than the dominant doctrine of austerity. Policymakers, social entrepreneurs and even activists themselves are unaware of the conditions under which alternative crisis-responses are able to change not only the lives of people organizing and utilizing them, but also can expand and feed the practices of social enterprises or official government policies. By unlocking knowledge about alternative economic projects in Catalonia, this thesis aims to contribute to the work of all those engaged in finding crisis-responses other than austerity.
	Asking this question is also scientifically very relevant, since the development of the solidary economy has not been covered well in the current academic debate on protest and the crisis in Spain. Studies predominantly focus on the 15-M and the indignado-movement (see Anduiza, Cristancho, & Sabucedo, 2014; Castañeda, 2012; Castells, 2012; Charnock, Purcell, & Ribera-Fumaz, 2012; Dhaliwal, 2012; Domingo & Juan, 2014; Hughes, 2011; Juris, 2012; Kaika & Karaliotas, 2014; Monterde & Postill, 2013; Postill, 2013; Taibo, 2013; van Stekelenburg, 2012). Hot topics within the literature are the use of new media (see for example Anduiza et al., 2014; Monterde & Postill, 2013; Vallina-Rodriguez et al., 2012), the connections between the 15-M and other mass events of protest (see for example Castañeda, 2012; Greene & Kuswa, 2012) and the use of public space by activist groups during the square occupations (see for example Dhaliwal, 2012; Kaika & Karaliotas, 2014; van de Sande, 2013). The solidary economy that is central to this thesis however seems to be neglected in the discussion, and is only sparsely covered by fields engaging in discussions on other topics than protest (see for example Becker & Kunze, 2014).
The tendency of scholars of protest to predominantly focus on more mediagenic protest events such as the 15-M is not new (for an example on the Argentinian crisis of 2001 see Chatterton, 2005), but it negatively affects our understanding of protest. By disproportionately illuminating mass events like the 15-M, scholars create the illusion that protest is synonymous to that what happens during mass events of protest (Chatterton, 2005; van de Sande, 2013). This image is imprecise, since, as we have seen, mass events of protest do not cover the whole spectrum of protest activities that are being developed and, thus, cannot be considered to constitute a sufficient representation of what protest entails. Also, by excluding protest forms like the construction of the solidary economy from the definition of protest, academics inhibit themselves to get a full picture on the work of activists. As we will see in this thesis, the activist scene that organized the 15-M in Catalonia is the same scene that develops the solidary economy. In fact, sometimes the same people, working from the same political motivations, are involved in organizing both mass protest events and the solidary economy. Why then would we label the one part of their activities as protest and ignore the other part? 
When reflecting upon the two theoretical backgrounds from which the bulk of the current academic work on protest and the crisis in Spain is produced – first, social movement studies and second poststructuralist approaches –, it is however understandable that the solidary economy is excluded from the debate. On the one hand, the social movement studies perspective that underpins a lot of research does not take protest forms that are developed outside of the political-institutional arena into consideration (see for example Bennett & Segerberg, 2012; Della Porta, 2014; Tremayne, 2013; van Stekelenburg, 2012). Since the solidary economy initiatives are partly defined by the fact that they operate outside of established political structures, they are easily ignored. On the other hand, the poststructuralist framework on which a different chunk of research is based, (see for example Juris, 2012; Monterde & Postill, 2013; Postill, 2013; Toret et al., 2013) employs an ontology which revolves around the detection and deconstruction of ideational discursive structures. In this perspective, micro-level material protest forms such as those in Catalonia are irrelevant when compared to the event of the 15-M. 
Considering these shortcomings in the academic debate, this thesis aims to answer the central research question from an historical materialist perspective that builds upon the insights of the Italian political thinker Antonio Gramsci (1996). The main merit of this approach is that it does have the capacity to consider the construction of alternative economic systems such as the solidarity economy in Catalonia as a form of protest. Within historical materialism, protest is conceptualized as ‘class struggle’ and includes all those activities, which are developed in the struggle of classes towards better economic, political and social circumstances. These can thus include both street protests and economic alternatives. Where the role of the former is to express class dissent with the status quo, the latter serve to both immediately offer services to women and men, and to prefigure the kind of society which the class envisions for the future (for more on prefiguration, see Carroll & Ratner, 1994; Dhaliwal, 2012; Giri, 2013; Holloway, 2010; Maeckelbergh, 2013; Pickerill & Krinsky, 2012; van de Sande, 2013; Young & Schwartz, 2012). Furthermore, by using the insights of Gramsci on class struggle, a profound conceptualization of protest arises that allows the researcher to further delve into the meaning of directly perceptible successes, such as increasing numbers of participants, investment growth and government connections, within the larger process of the formation of a Gramscian ‘counter-hegemonic project’ (cf. Carroll & Ratner, 1994; Carroll, 2009; Cox, 1983; Gramsci, 1996; Reed, 2012; Worth & Kuhling, 2004). As such, this approach not only has the capacity to improve the understanding of the solidary economy, but to assess the value of these projects in relation to other forms of protest that are developed from the same background. It is able to consider the relationship between the construction of solidary economy initiatives such as those of the Coop57, Som Energia and the XES in Catalonia on the one hand, and the aforementioned protest activities of the 15-M, the mareas, escraches, and the PAH on the other within the broader context of ongoing protests in crisis-hit Spain. The last but not least advantage of using this approach is that Gramsci’s attention for the specific historical trajectories of class formation makes it possible to answer the questions of why the solidary economy has been successful specifically in Catalonia. By delving into the specific ways in which Catalans experience the economic, political and social circumstances with which they are confronted in the crisis, this thesis will show that the fact that the solidary economy arise predominantly in Catalonia is not completely unexpected.  

Thesis outline 
 
This thesis is structured as follows. This first introductory chapter will be followed by a theoretical chapter, which will lay down the theoretical foundations of this thesis. In the theoretical chapter, the shortcomings of both social movement studies and poststructuralist approaches when it comes to answering the central research question will be discussed further in detail. Subsequently, the merits of a historical materialist Gramscian approach are presented. The last part of the theory chapter further elaborates the theoretical framework of this approach, touching upon the issue of how solidary economy practices such as those of the solidary economy in Catalonia can be conceptualized by building upon the Gramscian notion of a counter-hegemonic-project, and how the successes of such movements can be explained as a result of an interaction between various agency and structure-elements. The third chapter presents the research design of this thesis. This chapter starts with a discussion of the critical realist perspective from which this research has been conducted, and how this perspective has influenced key choices in the research design such as the mode of inference and the case selection. In the presentation of the method of data collection, the fieldwork that has been conducted for this thesis will be extensively discussed. The findings of this thesis are the result of a five week visit to the Catalan capital of Barcelona, during which activists from the solidary economy scene have been interviewed and participant observation of that scene has been conducted. The last section of the third chapter addresses the operationalization of the main concepts of this thesis’ approach to protest. The fourth chapter contains the analysis of the development of the solidary economy in Catalonia. In this chapter, an explanatory narrative is constructed in which the explanandum – the development of the solidary economy in Catalonia – is the starting point. First assessing the exact meaning of the development of the solidary economy within the broader context of protest in crisis-hit Spain, this chapter delves into the different mechanisms that have been in play during the production of the solidary economy and their success in Catalonia. The fifth and final chapter presents the answer to the central research question, discusses the main results of research and offers recommendations for further research.
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This second chapter provides a critical discussion of the most prominent theories that are currently being used to study phenomena of protest, and offers the arguments on the basis of which a Gramscian approach is used to answer the central research question of this thesis. In the second section of this chapter (the first section is this introduction), the field that traditionally produces most of the academic work on phenomena of protest, the field of social movement studies, will be discussed. The third section of this chapter shows why the best approach for this thesis necessarily is a critical theory approach. It will be argued why one type of critical research, poststructuralism, is less suited for the purposes of this thesis than the historical materialist type of critical theory and more specifically, a Gramscian approach to protest. The fourth and final section of this chapter discusses the specific merits of a Gramscian approach to protest for answering the central research question and discusses the most important theoretical concepts that will be used as a theoretical lens for the study of Catalan the solidary economy. 

[bookmark: _Toc427796324]2.2. Current Social movement studies and their shortcomings

Social movement studies approaches to politics of contestation were introduced in the 1970s (see for example McCarthy & Zald, 1973, 1977; Tilly, 1978) and have taken a prominent position in the academic debate on the subject of protest and protest movements ever since (see for example Benford & Snow, 2000; della Porta & Tarrow, 2004; Keck & Sikkink, 1998; McAdam, Tilly, & Tarrow, 2001; Tarrow & Tilly, 2007; Tarrow, 2012). The field of social movement studies effectively consists out of three core approaches: resource mobilization theory, political process theory and framing theory. The common characteristic of these approaches is that they all take ‘social movements’ as their main subject of research. What the exact definition of ‘the social movement’ should entail is subject to debate. A widely used definition is that of Tarrow’s, who states that social movements are “collective challenges, based on common purposes and social solidarities, in sustained interaction with elites, opponents, and authorities” (2011, p. 9).  Social movements have been identified by social movement scholars with different types of actors and sets of actors. Characteristic of social movement studies approaches is that they typically focus on formally organized movements that have reached certain degree of institutionalization, such as political parties, NGOs or trade unions (Flesher Fominaya, 2014, p. 7). Resource mobilization approaches (see for example Jenkins, 1983; Klandermans, 1984; McCarthy & Zald, 1977), political process theory approaches (see for example McAdam, Tilly, & Tarrow, 2001; McAdam, 1982) and framing theory approaches (see for example Benford & Snow, 2000) each emphasize different issues and mechanisms in their study of social movements. Resource mobilization scholars investigate the importance of strategic management of a movement’s resources for mobilizing large numbers of people (Gamson, 1975; McCarthy & Zald, 1977; Tilly, 1978). Political process theory adds to resource mobilization theory by explaining specific characteristics of social protests by looking at particular aspects of the ‘political opportunity structure’ in which they are embedded (Kriesi, 2004, p. 68). Political opportunity structures have been used to explain differences between movements in different countries (see, for example McAdam, 1982; Tarrow, 1989; Tilly, 1986). According to framing theorists, social movements are not only passive carriers of ideas, but have an active role in producing ideas or ‘collective action frames’, through which participants can derive meaning of social reality (Benford & Snow, 2000, p. 614). By successfully creating a collective frame around a specific topic, social movement will attract participants for their struggle.  
In the period since the outbreak of the indignados-protest in 2011, social movement studies have been prominently focusing on two subjects. First, considerable scholarly attention has been paid to the role of social networks and social media within the latest generation of movements (Costanza-Chock, 2012; Krinsky & Crossley, 2014; Passy & Monsch, 2013). An important debate with regards to this issue revolves around the question whether the emergence of social media has altered the organizational mechanisms of contemporary movements to such an extent that a new understanding of social movement organization is required (Anduiza et al., 2014; Bennett & Segerberg, 2012; Della Porta, 2014a). In this debate, Bennett and Segerberg’s thesis on ‘logics of connective action’ fundamentally challenges traditional social movement studies models, arguing that movements such as Occupy Wall Street and the indignados endorse principles of sharing, self-expression and non-hierarchy that fundamentally change the role of framing processes and traditional social movement organizations (political parties and trade unions) within new, connective action-type of movements (Bennett & Segerberg, 2012). Second, social movement scholars have engaged in investigating the relation between different national protests and between national protests and global protest. Examples of these studies include the study of Zamponi (2012) on the absence of a prominent Italian Occupy-movement, the study of Castañeda (2012)  on the relation between the Arab Spring, the indignados and Occupy Wall Street and the contributions of Tremayne (2013) and Della Porta (2012) on the phenomenon of scale-shift between national protest and the global Occupy movement. 
The main problem of social movement studies approaches to protest with regard to this thesis is that they are predominantly focused on the status quo of the political-institutional system and the actors which are typically associated with this system. The political world for social movement theorists fundamentally revolves around the activities of the basic actors of nation-states that exercise a legitimate authority over a particular geographical area. Social movement studies scholars focus on the activities of one particular type of actor within this nation-state system, that is the ‘social movement’, and specifically study the relationship between the social movement and the basic actor of the nation-state (Cox & Nilsen, 2007, p. 429). This focus on the nation-state and its institutions has led social movement studies to limit their perspective to predominantly research either those social movements that are active within the political-institutional area, such as political parties, trade unions, interest groups, advocacy networks and NGOs, or those activities of movements directed towards creating political pressure on the political institutions of the state, such as street protests, strikes, road blocks and political campaigns. What they effectively study, thus, is the phenomenon of social movements from a political-institutional perspective. This politico-institutional reductionism of mainstream social movement studies has been extensively criticized (see for example Barker & Cox, 2002; Bevington & Dixon, 2005; Cox & Nilsen, 2007; Hetland & Goodwin, 2013; Krinsky, 2013).
In the specific case of this thesis, the politico-institutional reductionism of social movement studies is problematic, because it restricts the scholars working from that perspective to adequately study the central phenomenon of this thesis that is the development of the solidary economy in Catalonia. The solidary economy of this thesis is not developed by typical social movement actors, such as NGOs, trade unions or political parties that aim to gain influence in the current political system, but by more radical activist groups which aim to challenge the very core of the politico-institutional system itself. As Khasnabish (2014, p. 50) already stated, mainstream social movement studies are not conceptually equipped to study the radical tendencies of such movements. Essential Catalan activist activities such as setting up of micro-economic systems, self-help communities or the construction of social centers do not fit the social movement studies picture. Social movements in their view exert what one of the interviewed activists for this thesis called a ‘politics of asking’: a type of politics within which the authority of existing political institution is accepted as legitimate, in which the protest movement asks institutions to consider the movement’s interests, and in which the movement ultimately depends on the willingness of institutions to positively answer to the movement’s claim. Movement success in social movement studies is accordingly defined in state-centric policy terms only, and often used synonymously to influencing political policy or taking a step towards achieving policy change by, for example, influencing the political agenda of decision-makers (Della Porta & Parks, 2013; Gamson, 1975; Giugni, McAdam, & Tilly, 1999). As a result, social movement studies lack the capacity to identify the construction of alternative systems as movement successes, even while it is not hard to see that the establishment of a bartering system, a consumer cooperative or running a factory under worker’s control are victories for both activists, who take the erection of an alternative system as their aim, and the people who are able to profit from the work and services offered by these alternatives.
The latest generation of social movement studies research has seriously improved the field by discussing innovations within new movements and including these in the conceptualization of social movements. A good example of recent innovation is the aforementioned literature on connective action, which offers a useful conceptual toolbox for understanding the characteristics of the indignado-movement and the global wave of Occupy protests (Anduiza et al., 2014; Bennett & Segerberg, 2012; Della Porta, 2014b). However, also this recent work misses the point when it comes to grasping the total spectrum of activities within the activist scene, including the construction of the solidary economy. After all, the focus of this literature is on the organization of high-profile mass street demonstrations and not on the actual alternative ideologies and practices that are being put forward by the indignados, occupiers or anti-austerity activists. The point is that if we want to fully understand the activities of activist groups such as those in Catalonia, we need a theory that allows us to take their efforts seriously by discussing the influence of such activist movements in the changing of the political system itself. We need a theory, in other words, that does not approach the study of activist groups from the perspective of the political status quo (decision-makers, state-institutions, established political parties), but a theory that is able to critically discuss the current state of the political system and place it within the perspective of an ongoing process of structural change. Social movement studies are not suited for that job, since the assumption that the nature of the political system is fixed, is at the very core of their ontological framework. In the next section of this chapter, the search for a theory that takes the transformative capacities of activists movements seriously, or what will be described as a critical theory (cf. Cox, 1981) of protest, will continue. 
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2.3.1. Critical theory and critical theory approaches to protest: a primer 
Before we delve into the specificities of critical theory approaches to protest and discuss the merits of specific critical theory approaches for the aims of this thesis, a short introduction to critical theory is in place. Critical theories can be most importantly distinguished from non-critical theories by the fact that they reject the possibility of a value neutral science, departing from the position which Cox (1981, p. 128)  famously described with the words “theory is always for someone and for some purpose”. Regardless of the specific perspective social scientists embrace, and whether they claim to be practicing such a thing as an ‘objective science’ or not, all scholars have specific (implicit) ideas and preferences about how the world should work. Even though this assertion may seem to disqualify human beings of practicing social science, critical theorists state that this is clearly not the case. The only scientific perspective that disqualifies people as scientists because of their incapability to take a value-neutral point of view is a perspective that takes such an impossible claim as a prerequisite for social science, a positivist perspective of social science. For critical scholars, such a positivist perspective not only has unrealistic expectations of humans as scientists, but it is also seriously flawed by not adequately recognizing the social world’s essential state of being. Pretending that it would be possible for scientists to step out of the social world and study it from an extraterrestrial-like position and with criteria that cannot possibly be expected from human beings, scholars departing from such a non-critical perspective wrongly privilege epistemology over ontology[footnoteRef:2]. Two characteristics of critical theoretical research follow from this.  [2:  A more profound discussion of the difference between positivism and the specific non-positivist perspective of science which underpins this thesis’ critical theoretical approach – that is critical realism (cf. Archer, Bhaskar, Collier, Lawson, & Norrie, 2013; Bhaskar, 1979; Patomaki & Wight, 2000) – is offered in the next chapter of this thesis.] 

First, as a result of their rejection of value neutrality, critical scholars depart from the position that researchers should be explicit about what they would like social reality to look like. Critical theorists, in other words, are not only concerned with the question of ‘what is’, but also with the issue of ‘what is desirable’ (Keucheyan, 2013, p. 2). Some critical theorists, like Hoffman (1987, p. 238) state that critical theory contains a normative element. This is certainly true, but, to be sure, this is not to say that non-critical theories do not have a necessary normative element. All theories are at their core normative, since, as we have just seen, all theoretical perspectives are underpinned by particular implicit ideas and preferences. What distinguishes the critical from the non-critical scholar is that the first is explicit about the fact that she or he cannot prevent her or himself from being normative and is explicit about the specific preferences that inform her or his work. 
Second, the rejection of value neutrality is an ontological issue and thus affects not only the researcher, but also that of the social world in which she or he is embedded. The social world is equally made up of structures that hold all kinds of implicit normative claims. What is essential to the critical scholar’s endeavor, is, then, not only to be conscious about her or his own normativity, but also that of the world of which she or he is a part. Critical theorists do not take the status quo of the world as a given and continue to describe its characteristics. Critical theorists are specifically interested in exposing the normative qualities of the social structures that make up the status quo and put the question of how these structures came about at the core of their analysis. In the case of this thesis, working from a critical theoretical perspective implies that one should thus not depart from the position that the political structure as it is now is unchangeable, and investigate how specific actors can change the rule of play within the current system. As the system or ‘world order’ (cf. Cox & Sinclair, 1996) is necessarily subject to change, a more relevant academic endeavor is to ask how the prevailing ‘world order’ came about, and to ask how certain actors – such as activist groups – can influence the transformation of the current order into the order of the future. A necessary element within a critical theory of protest is then to illuminate the range of alternative orders towards which those movements can work, and to clarify which of those possible alternatives is to be preferred.
In the academic research on activist movements, critical theory perspectives that take the possibility of a change of world order seriously and discuss the role of social movements in this transformative process are very popular and are formulated from all kinds of different theoretical backgrounds. There are those works that depart from ethnographic engagements with activist movements (see for example Graeber, 2009; Holloway, 2010; Juris, Ronayne, Shokooh-Valle, & Wengronowitz, 2012; Razsa & Kurnik, 2012), those that are associated with the field of urban geography (see for example Chatterton, 2005; Harvey, 2012; Leitner, Sheppard& Sziarto, 2008; Sparke, 2013) those that place emphasis on use of networking action (see for example Castells, 1996, 2012; Halvorsen, 2012; Juris, 2012a),  those engaging from the field of political philosophy (see for example Bensaïd, 2004; Hardt & Negri, 2000, 2004; Laclau & Mouffe, 2001; Zizek, 2012) and from a political economy perspective (see for example Bieler & Morton, 2004; Carroll & Ratner, 1994; Jessop, 2004; Rupert, 2004; Scholl & Freyberg-Inan, 2013). Considering the enormous amount of academic work that has been produced from a critical engagement with activist movements and all the different nuances formulated in this work, it is far beyond the aims of this thesis to discuss all of this academic research. The following discussion on the value of different critical perspectives to the study of activist movements will therefore be limited to include those two perspectives that are most relevant to discuss for the study of the solidary economy. These perspectives are, first, the poststructuralist approaches that depart from an ideational definition of their ontology and, second, the historical materialist approaches that employ a more materialistic ontology. We will now embark upon a discussion of the first of these two and it will be shown why poststructuralist approaches to protest are not the best approach to study the solidary economy that is central to this thesis.

2.3.2. Poststructuralist approaches to protest and their shortcomings 
Poststructuralist critical approaches to protest are currently very popular in the analysis of protest and protest movements. The main thinkers within poststructuralist thought on protest are Hardt and Negri, whose thesis on the ‘Multitude’ (2004) has become a standard work for students of protest and serves as a point of reference for many scholars who work on topics such as the indignados from a poststructuralist perspective (see for example Fournier, 2014; Juris, 2012; Monterde & Postill, 2013; Thorburn, 2012; Toret et al., 2013). Other influential poststructuralist thinkers on protest are, amongst others, Zizek (2003) and Rancière (2004). The foundations of poststructuralist approaches to protest are to be found in their linguistic underpinnings, which were first expressed by structuralist theories (for a discussion on the relation between structuralism and poststructuralism in critical theory, see Keucheyan, 2013). Structuralists applied the theoretical framework of the French linguist De Saussure to the field of politics, stressing that social reality is constructed primarily by linguistic structures existing of signifiers, or discourses (Newman, 2005, p. 4). In the structuralist framework, political ideas and identities are a result of the linguistic structure in which they are produced. Poststructuralists similarly put linguistic structures at the core of their framework, but problematize the deterministic character of structure. This idea was first coined in Deleuze and Guattari’s Anti-Oedipus (1984), where the authors stress that discourses by themselves are unnatural structures of contingency, and, as such, can be altered. Discursive structures are, in other words, susceptible to change. According to poststructuralists, both critical researchers and activist movements have a role in the promotion of discursive structural change. 
First, academics and activists should concentrate on the dismantling of the linguistic structure of the dominant discourse and the oppressive qualities it necessarily entails (discourses promote the interests of some above others), a process which poststructuralist identify with the term ‘deconstruction’. Deconstruction is a method of analysis which is essentially linguistic and builds the extraction of meaning from discursive elements. Deconstruction as a method mostly uses the instrument of the metaphor, aiming to indicate what discursive meanings entail by associating them with alternative linguistic formulations. A typical example of such deconstruction is the use of metaphors such as ‘Empire’ to denote the character of modern capitalism (see Hardt & Negri, 2000). Recent poststructuralist literature on protest predominantly identifies the contemporary dominant discourse with neoliberal capitalism (see for example Bensaïd, 2004; Funke, 2012; Hardt & Negri, 2000, 2004; Laclau & Mouffe, 2001; Newman, 2011; Rancière, 2004; Tampio, 2009; Zizek, 2003). The point of associating the development of neoliberal capitalism with metaphorical terms like ‘Empire’ is not in the first place to formulate a concrete empirical analysis of the state of the world, but to show how neoliberal capitalism can be possibly thought of and to illuminate that the world we live our lives is multi-interpretable. The neoliberal order is as much the order of prosperity, welfare and innovation as is the world of inequality, poverty and a society of constant control and surveillance, poststructuralists aim to show.
Second, alternative discourses have to be formulated to challenge the dominant discourse and to occupy the space that is created by the deconstruction process. This second poststructuralist activity has a necessary utopian element, as it is a means to indicate alternative visions of the world which are not effectively taking place (yet). Utopian visions are for example those formulated by the people that occupied the squares in the Occupy wave of protests, but can also be found in pristine communities or any group, movement or other entity that has a specific idea about how the world should work. A popular subject in recent scholarship is that of ‘prefiguration’, which shows how the people who were occupying city squares were in fact prefiguring their utopian vision of the world (see for example Pickerill & Krinsky, 2012; Sancho, 2014; van de Sande, 2013; Young & Schwartz, 2012). Poststructuralist researchers are also occupied by the issue what the movement that would bring such an alternative world should look like. The predominant conceptualization is a ‘unity in diversity’-type of organization, which should exist out of a large number of individual activists or activist groups that all maintain their own identity and goals while struggling together to alter the dominant discursive structure of neoliberal capitalism. Perhaps the notion of Hardt and Negri’s ‘Multitude’ (2004) is the best-known example of such a conceptualization of the movement, but alternatives such as Zizek’s ‘body without organs’ (2012), Purcell’s ‘networks of equivalence’ (2013) or Deleuze and Guattari’s ‘rhizomes’ (see Funke, 2012) are concepts that build upon the same basic idea. As the organization of such a ‘movement of movements’ would entail a complex network structure between all different individual and group ‘nodes’, another popular subject of research is that of the network organization of movements (Castells, 2007, 2012; Chatterton, 2005; Halvorsen, 2012; Krinsky & Crossley, 2014; Monterde & Postill, 2013). 
The first and foremost problem of poststructuralist critical approaches to protest when it comes to answering this thesis’ central research question is that their ontology, in which ideas are taken prior to material reality, restricts them to answer explanatory questions such as the question of this thesis (Sanbonmatsu, 2003). This point has been convincingly made by Bieler and Morton (2008). Aside from the argument that it can in itself be regarded problematic to focus solely on the ideational dimension of social reality (see Jessop, 1990), the focus on ideational discursive structures leads poststructuralists to forget to delve into the interests which are connected to discourses, Bieler and Morton state. Put differently, poststructuralist researchers might have a profound picture of what the dominant neoliberal capitalist discursive structure entails, they might produce interesting visions of what alternative discourses and the movements which promote these alternatives should look like, but they fail to present an analysis of why a particular discourse is dominant at a specific point of time (instead of alternative discourses). This why-question can only be answered if we are able to identify the power relations behind discursive structures, or if we illuminate the links between discourses and the agents which articulate them (Bieler & Morton, 2008, pp. 115–116). In the concrete case of this thesis, the question of what can explain for the success of the solidary economy in Catalonia in the context of the crisis can only be fully answered if we do not focus exclusively on the alternative model the solidary economy activists put forward and how this model has come about, but if we link the rise of the solidary economy in the current era to a shift in power relations between proponents and opponents of the solidary economy model. As poststructuralist approaches to protest do not include the power relations between different agents behind discourses into their analysis, they are not fitted to answer this thesis’ main research question. 
	A second shortcoming of poststructuralist critical approaches to protest is that they do not consider the role of historical context in their study of protest and protest movements, but rather depart from an analysis of protest in which protest is made into an a-historical ‘event’ or ‘act’. This conceptualization of politics as an ‘event’ is one of the core characteristics of poststructuralism as it has been elaborated in the work of above all Badiou, Zizek and Rancière (Keucheyan, 2013, p. 45). The core idea behind the event-thinking is the typical poststructuralist rejection of historical meta-narratives. In the poststructuralist view, long historical narratives are deterministic by aiming to put all occurring events into one all-encompassing narrative structure, and, as such, are the typical example of a dominant discursive structure. For scholars like Badiou and Zizek, it is therefore essential to resist every tendency to place the actual within a longer historical explanation. Scholars should instead appreciate the unicity and originality of the particular event, and celebrate it as a rupture of the regular (McGowan, 2010). While this argument in favor of rupture and exclusiveness is understandable from a poststructuralist point of view (as part of the deconstruction of the historical narrative-discourse), it is not, however, of much help for the analysis of actually happening protest activities such as those of the solidary economy in Catalonia. In fact, if one looks at the academic research that builds upon poststructuralist foundations and the work that has been produced on protest in the context of the current crisis (see for example Nail, 2013; Razsa & Kurnik, 2012; van de Sande, 2013), one gets the image that the large majority of Occupy-, indignados-, or anti-austerity protests pertain to a global momentum of an expression of indignation that spontaneously bubbled up and does not have any historical precedence (for a recent example of critique on this thesis of spontaneity, see Flesher Fominaya, 2014). As will be shown in the remainder of this thesis, these theses of spontaneity are heavily flawed. Aside from the fact that scholars working from a fascination with events will find it hard to detect micro-level developments such as the establishment of the solidary economy on the local Catalan-level, because such developments are not easily marked as instantaneous radical events, an ‘event-approach’ is not able to illuminate that the developments that we observe today are as much the product of the actions of  contemporary agents as of the historical context in which these developments appear. In the specific case of Catalan solidary economy, the historical struggles of the Catalan working class are essential to fully understanding the success of the solidary economy today. 
	That said, it is important to place the abovementioned criticism of poststructuralist critical research of protest into perspective. The vast amount research by poststructuralists provides a lot of valuable insights in the dynamics of contemporary activist movements – especially on the networking organization of movements –, while at the same time the creativity that characterizes the poststructuralist field can prove to be a rich source of alternative utopian visions and ideas on movement strategy. With regards to the latter, the recent reappearance of the anarchist concept of ‘prefiguration’ holds some serious analytical an emancipatory potential. The concept of ‘prefiguration’ is being used to refer to a specific protest tactic that can be summarized as  ‘creating the ideal world you envision in mini form’ (cf. Maeckelbergh, 2013, p. 34). Essentially, the idea of prefiguration is useful to discuss the solidary economy that is central to this thesis. Constructing their ideal world in mini form is exactly what the solidary economy does. Unfortunately, the poststructuralist view on prefiguration turns this promising concept into a tool that emphasizes just those aspects that are not applicable to the solidary economy. Within the poststructuralist literature and in line with the principles of poststructuralism, prefiguration is, first, being used predominantly to discuss the effects of prefigurative activities within the short-term perspective of protest ‘events’, second, focuses on the ideational impact of prefiguration and third, emphasizes the way in which prefiguration contributes to the destruction of dominant discourses (see for examples on the alterglobalist movement and the occupation of the Tahrir-square: Rovira Sancho, 2014; van de Sande, 2013). This conceptualization of prefiguration does not match the reality of the alternative economies of this thesis, since these are above all focused on the longer term (the daily lives of citizens instead of short-term events), putting ideas into practice and emphasize the constructive (instead of the destructive) side of prefiguration. In the next section, which presents the critical historical materialist approach that will be used as a theoretical guidance to answer the central research question, the concept of prefiguration will return and will be shown to be useful for the analysis of the solidary economy when approached from a critical historical materialist Gramscian perspective to protest. 

[bookmark: _Toc427796326]2.4. The merits of a critical historical materialist Gramscian approach to protest
2.4.1. The merits of using an historical materialist critical theory 
The term ‘historical materialism’ means different things to different people and has inspired researchers with a wide variety of backgrounds and interests (for overviews of different types of historical materialism see Anderson, 1976; Keucheyan, 2013). With regards to critical theory, historical materialist critical perspectives importantly distinguish themselves from the poststructuralist critical approaches that were just discussed by the definition of their ontology. For historical materialist critical theorists, social reality is not – as poststructuralists claim – essentially reducible to an amalgam of discursive structures, but has both an ideational ‘discursive’ dimension and a material dimension. The ideational and the material within historical materialist critical theory are necessarily interrelated and have key roles in constituting the context within which agents such as activist movements employ their activities. The interplay between the material, the ideational, context and agents within the framework of an historical materialist critical theory has been most prominently worked out by the Gramscian critical scholar Robert W. Cox (R. Cox & Sinclair, 1996; R. Cox, 1981, 1983, 1987), whose work was  touched upon earlier in paragraph 2.3.1., and the Gramscian scholars who have built upon his work (see for example Bieler & Morton, 2001, 2004, 2008; Bieler, 2005, 2011; Hall, 1986; Morton, 2003; Rupert, 2005). It is this Gramscian historical materialist critical theory framework of ‘historical structures’ that allows researchers to answer explanatory why-questions about the occurrence of specific social phenomena such as the rise of a solidary economy in Catalonia and to illuminate the influence of the specific temporal-spatial factors on the particular appearance of such a phenomenon in its particular context. Thus, a Gramscian historical materialist critical approach can remedy the two main shortcomings of poststructuralist critical approaches to protest with regards to answering the central research question of this thesis that were identified in the previous paragraph. Since the Gramscian historical materialist critical theory approach revolving around an ontology of ‘historical structures’ will serve as the analytical core framework of this thesis, a more detailed discussion of this approach is in place. Therefore, the following discussion will elaborate on how the framework of ‘historical structures’ remedies the poststructuralist shortcomings and how this framework contributes to answering this thesis’ central research question. 
A crucial element in the historical materialist critical framework of ‘historical structures’ of Cox and of other neo-Gramscians is the relationship between structure and agency. Ontological primacy is addressed to neither structure nor agency (Bieler & Morton, 2001, p. 21). Gramscian historical materialist critical scholars depart from the assumption that structure and agency are interrelated and mutually constitutive in such a way that agents (such as activist movements) are produced by a particular structure but also have the capacity to alter the structure by pursuing agency strategies within the limits that the structure sets them In line with this conception of structure and agency, structures are ‘historical structures’, which refer to “particular configurations of forces […] which do not determine actions in any direct, mechanical way but impose pressures and constraints […] on individuals and groups” (R. Cox, 1981, p. 135). As such, historical structures are ‘frameworks for action’ (ibid.) which enable certain forms of agency and change over time as a result of ‘successful’ transformative agency. Within an Gramscian historical materialist conception of critical theory, it is the principle goal of the researcher to understand the changes of historical structures (ibid.). In other words, critical scholars concentrate on illuminating the specificities of the current historical structure and have a particular focus on how the current historical structure has come about as a result of an interplay between structure and agency and how the current structure enables and disables certain forms of agency to further the process of structural transformation. For the study of the concrete subject of this thesis, this implies that a critical researcher answers the question of why a solidary economy has come about in Catalonia in the context of the financial crisis by delving into the specific configuration of the historical structure in Catalonia and analyzing how this structure has enabled agents such as activists to develop a solidary economy. The specific conceptualization of ‘historical structures’ that was first elaborated by Cox at the beginning of the 1980s gives critical researchers a concrete tool to pursue this analytical endeavor.
The concepts that are key to understanding the way in which the material, the ideational, discourses and agents are linked together in a Gramscian approach are the concepts of the ‘social relations of production’ and ‘hegemony’. The social relations of production are the starting point for any Gramscian analysis of protest, and refer to “the historical materialist conception of the production of norms, rules and ideas which are located in the praxis of human agents located in concrete social relations” (Van Apeldoorn (1997 as cited in Bieler & Morton, 2001, p. 25). This complex concept calls for some further explanation. For Gramscian scholars, as for any other historical materialist approach, agents or ‘social forces’ such as activist groups are rooted within the economic relations of production. A crucial difference between Gramscian approaches and more deterministic versions of historical materialism is, however, that the productive relations in which people are born are not by any means unchangeable by men themselves. In the Gramscian picture, the economic relations of production certainly determine the circumstances in which people live their lives and influences the interests of different groups within society. What makes the Gramscian framework so fitted for the study of protest and for explaining protest successes and/or failures, is that it theorizes the pathway by which the economic relations of production can be changed by human agents, emphasizing the importance of ideological structures, or what poststructuralists would call discourses and spelling out the relationship with the material dimension. For Gramscians, a change in the relations of production takes place when the hegemonic position of the ideological project that underpins the prevailing relations of production dissolves, and is replaced by an alternative ‘counter-hegemonic’ project that establishes alternative relations of production. People have agency in the switch between different ideological projects (and, thus, ultimately of the relations of production) in the sense that their support of these ideological projects determines the nature of the power relations between different projects. A more detailed discussion of how a change in the relations of production takes place is offered in the next paragraph of this section. For now, however, is it important to memorize that a Gramscian approach to protest is able to answer the question of why a particular protest success has taken place, because it is able to identify the reasons for a particular change in the power relations between different social forces (the protest movement vis-à-vis other actors) by drawing upon the interaction between material circumstances, human agents and discourses at a particular moment in time and space. 
Also, a Gramscian approach is perfectly fitted to go beyond the issues of the day and pay attention to the way in which phenomena we observe today are produced by the specific historical context in which they are embedded. This emphasis on historical embeddedness is important for answering this thesis’ research question, since it is of help to answer the question of why a solidary economy has been developing specifically in Catalonia and specifically in this moment in time. For Gramscians, the social relations of production that were just discussed are not the same in every part of the world and at every moment in time but are considered spatio-temporally contingent. While it might be true that the productive relations of the capitalist system do affect the positions of almost every individual across the globe, they will not affect every single individual in every single context in just the same way, and, thus, will not give rise to the same division of forces everywhere, nor result in the same conflicts between different forces in every single societal context. Another way of putting this is that the relations of production in Gramscianism are essentially historically situated. The way in which the material relations of production actually give rise to divisions of social forces and to societal conflict and phenomena (such as the establishment of alternative economic systems), is determined by both the specific productive relations of the area (the specific type of capitalist productive relations) and by the way in which the material circumstances that follow from these productive relations are experienced and handled by the individuals within a specific context. For Gramscians, it is important to acknowledge that people are not only born into material circumstances, but also in a situation in which relations between different groups within society have been prefigured by the relations between those groups in the past. In summary, if one wants to answer the question of why a solidary economy has developed in Catalonia in the context of the current crisis, a Gramscian approach emphasizes that this answer can only be formulated if we pay attention the combination of the specific economic relations of production in Catalonia in the crisis, the way in which these relations influence the circumstances of different groups in society, the way in which those groups experience their material circumstances, and the way in which this experience is influenced by the historical relations between different groups in the Catalan context. This focus on historical context helps to develop a more nuanced and profound analysis of why protest phenomena such as the solidary economy present themselves than, for example, the thesis of spontaneity-literature against which Flesher Fominaya (2014) so fiercely argues. The question of how the struggle between hegemonic forces and counterhegemonic forces specifically takes place within Gramscianism and what the role of a solidary economy is in this process is the subject of the next paragraph of this section. 

2.4.2. Approaching protest from a Gramscian perspective   
Discussing the basic concepts of Gramscianism: hegemony and historic blocs

Any proper discussion of a Gramscian theoretical framework would be incomplete without including the Gramscian conception of hegemony. In fact, the way in which hegemony is theorized within Gramscianism is what makes Gramscian theory stand out from other currents of historical materialism and makes it a theory that is highly suitable for the study of activist groups and protest. The Gramscian concept of hegemony was first formulated by the name giver of Gramscianism, Antonio Gramsci, in his Prison Notebooks (Gramsci, 1996). Around the time of the Third International in the 1920s, Gramsci elaborated on the differences between Russia and Western societies that were relevant for bringing about the proletarian revolution that was needed to establish a socialist State and end bourgeois rule. Gramsci argued that Western developed states such as his home country Italy had a different configuration of the relationship between the state and civil society than Russia, and therefore the strategy towards the establishment of a social State needed to be different in Western countries from that in Russia. Where the Russian state was weak and the rule of the bourgeois elite could be relatively easily overturned by what Gramsci named a ‘war of movement’ – a short intervention by a small disciplined group of proletarian revolutionaries – the rule of bourgeois forces in Western states was more heavily engrained within civil society and could not be overturned by a single short-term revolution (Cox, 1983, pp. 164–165). The state in Western societies could only be won by engaging in a long-term ‘war of position’, during which civil society had to be convinced of the need for a socialist revolution before the Socialist State could actually be established. Gramsci used the concept of hegemony to further elaborate upon the complexities of the relationship between the state and civil society in Western developed societies. According to Gramsci, the stability of Western societies is secured by a hegemony of dominant classes over dominated classes. The innovative element of Gramsci’s thesis of hegemony in comparison with other ideas of hegemony is that the power relation between the dominant and dominated class is based upon a combination of both coercion and consent (Cox, 1983, p. 164; Hall, 1986, pp. 16–17). Within a Gramscian conception of hegemony, domination based on the coercion or suppression of one class by the other is insufficient to ensure a stable leadership and state regime. In order to secure the stability of leadership of one class over the other, the leading class will have to win the actual consent of the dominated classes over the character of the relationship between rulers and ruled. Only with the consent of other classes, the ruling class will be able to carry out the political project  to transform the state in the way that it wishes without facing the danger of being overturned (Hall, 1986, p. 16).
	This basic idea of hegemony as a coercion/consent between rulers and ruled in society can be further refined by discussing the particular configuration by which the hegemonic power relation between different classes is mediated in Gramscianism. In general, Gramscian scholars argue that the dominant class wins the consent of subordinated classes by incorporating the interests of the subordinated within the political project that it employs (see for example Cox, 1983; Hall, 1986). There is, in other words, a ‘coalition’ between the hegemonic and subordinate classes that underpins the political project that the hegemonic class promotes. Gramsci used various terms to refer to different aspects of this coalition and various scholars have worked and reworked these terms into different concepts, such as the ‘historic bloc’, ‘hegemonic bloc’ (Cox, 1983; Hall, 1986) and ‘hegemonic project’ (Jessop, 1983). The terms that will be used here are ‘historic bloc’ and ‘(counter-) hegemonic project’. For Gramsci, the concept ‘historic bloc’ is a rather broad concept. In the first place, it refers to the classes that are part of the abovementioned ‘coalition of classes’ (Bieler, 2005, p. 528). The historic bloc is always led by one hegemonic class, but it also includes those classes that have been ‘won over’ by making concessions to the hegemonic class in order to become a part of the bloc (Hall, 1986, p. 15). In the second place, the ‘historic bloc’ refers to the larger structure that is established by this coalition of classes. This structure refers to “the integration of a variety of different class interests, of ideas and material properties, that are propagated throughout society, bringing about not only a unison of economic and political aims, but also intellectual and morality on a “universal” plane” (Bieler, 2005, p. 528). In other words, the historic bloc refers to a condensation of various material and ideological class interests in one single program. This condensation goes further than the notion of a simple coalition on the basis of political and/or economic aims, as it also represents an intellectual and moral unity amongst the bloc that can be propagated through a common culture. State institutions such as government departments, but also civil society institutions such as churches, schools and the press serve to spread the common culture of the bloc and ensure the support of the masses for the program of the bloc (Cox, 1983, p. 166). Crucial to mention here is that influence of the historic bloc – in line with the Gramscian emphasis on the interrelation of ideas and material conditions – does not limit itself to the realm of ideology and culture. Representing a particular form of state (cf. Cox, 1981), the historic bloc is of key influence on the social relations of production within the state realm. As such, the historic bloc stimulates both the production of particular ideas and has the power to arrange the configuration of the material production system (for example to favor the interests of the classes of the bloc over others). In the next paragraph, the discussion will focus upon the question of how the Gramscian framework on hegemony can be used to formulate a perspective on protest.

The Gramscian perspective on protest: common sense, (counter-) hegemonic projects and organic intellectuals

The Gramscian strategy of agency towards political transformation has shortly passed the review before, when the term ‘war of position’ was mentioned. For Gramscians, people who do not agree with the dominant political program of the hegemonic bloc and want to transform the current political system will have to engage in a long-term struggle over hegemony. The consent of the population in Gramscianism should be won by developing alternatives to the dominant political program of the bloc, so-called ‘counter-hegemonic projects’. This entails that the people who want to alter the political status quo will have to formulate an alternative vision about society and convince others to support this alternative project. Hall (1986) and Cox (1983) recall that Gramsci saw the construction of such a counter-hegemonic project in three phases. First, there is the ‘economic-corporate’ stage, in which “professionals of occupational groups recognize their basic common interests but are conscious of no wider class solidarities” (Hall, 1986, p. 14). In the second, ‘class-corporate’, class solidarity develops in the economic field, but only within a particular class. It is only in the third and final ‘hegemonic’ phase that the solidarity of other classes with the counter-hegemonic project is found and that the project transcends the economic sphere. Political, intellectual and moral unity are added to the already existing economic unity and the new hegemonic project can be propagated as the new hegemonic universal ideology (Cox, 1981, p. 168). In this last phase, a hegemonic bloc can be established and replace the old bloc.
A key concept in the Gramscian establishment of a counter-hegemonic project is popular ‘common sense’. Within Gramscianism, ‘common sense’, as translated from the Italian ‘senso commune’, refers to ‘the beliefs and opinions supposedly shared by the mass of the population’ (Crehan, 2011, p. 274). In a situation of hegemonic stability, these popular beliefs are structured in such a way that the mass of people is likely to believe that the status quo of the political system either is profitable to them, or do not consider the status quo to marginalize them to such an extent that that are likely to engage in a struggle for change. At the same time, however, these popular beliefs are not monolithically supportive one specific ideological program. In fact, popular beliefs are complex condensations of various cultural beliefs, folklore, popular traditions, and are potentially supportive of multiple political projects (Rupert, 2004, pp. 487–8). For the masses to engage in a struggle for political change, the lurking radical potential within the common sense of the masses has to be activated. In other words, within Gramscianism, protest as class struggle starts in the ideational realm of the popular common sense and requires agency to motivating the masses for struggle (Birchfield, 1999, p. 44).
Within the Gramscian picture, this agency is taken up by key agents that are known as ‘organic intellectuals’ (Bieler & Morton, 2001; Cox, 1983; Reed, 2012). Organic intellectuals are not the ivory tower-type of intellectuals who are commonly identified with ‘the intellectual class’, but they are individuals who are organically connected to a class by their position in the production system and who have the intellectual capabilities to formulate ideas behind which the masses can be united. The role of organic intellectuals as activators of the radical potential of the masses can be divided into two related activities. The first is to expose and to criticize the contradictory elements that are essentially included within the common sense and to transform these into a coherent set of ideas that is buon senso or ‘good sense’ (Olsaretti, 2013, p. 375). Another way of putting this is that organic intellectuals can contribute to politically activate people by stimulating the development of a critical attitude amongst them. As Olsaretti (2013, p. 375) notes, Gramsci imagined a prominent role for journalism in the development of this popular critical attitude. By writing critical reviews, monographs and satire, journalists would encourage critical readership and stimulate public reflection. In the contemporary context, however, other actors such as NGOs can be related to this intellectual activity. 
The second activity for organic intellectuals is to elaborate the new worldviews and ideas about society which serve as the ideational core of the counter-hegemonic project under construction. The elaboration of these ideas, also known as a ‘philosophy of praxis’ is essentially dialectic, since it emerges from a constant interaction between organic intellectuals and the masses. Even though the elaboration of new worldviews takes the form of an activist type of education, this process does not reflect a traditional model of ‘top-down’ education. Instead, for the philosophy of praxis to become successful, this set of ideas in first instance needs to connect closely to the common sense of the masses, so that the newly formed ideas do not appear to the masses as abstract scientific ideas and do not radically oppose the common sense – as that would scare people away from the philosophy under construction. This implies that organic intellectuals will have to distill those ideas that have radical potential from the common sense, and “ [start] with a philosophy which already enjoys, or could enjoy, a certain diffusion, because it is connected to an implicit in practical life.” (Gramsci (1987: 330) as quoted in Reed, 2012, p. 567). Furthermore, the articulation of a new philosophy of praxis takes place in the form of a close connection between organic intellectuals and the masses. The development of a philosophy of praxis takes places by participation of intellectuals in typical activist circles and meeting places, such as political parties, trade unions, and factory councils (Reed, 2012, p. 567). In such meetings, discussion is central. Only together, organic intellectuals and masses are capable of formulating a common philosophy of praxis that is capable of superseding the common-sense and turn into a project that is able to challenge the historic bloc. 

2.4.3. Approaching the solidary economy from a Gramscian perspective on protest 
In this thesis, the solidary economy is included within the Gramscian framework on hegemony and counter-hegemony with the help of the concept of ‘prefiguration’ that has passed the review before in paragraph 2.3.2.. The choice for the concept of prefiguration has been made because of two considerations. First, the concept of prefiguration fits very well within the Gramscian framework on hegemony and counter-hegemony. As Carroll (2009, p. 33) has argued, prefigurative practices are precisely the stuff of a Gramscian ‘war of position’ and capture the crucial process of formulating, articulating and integrating a counter-hegemonic philosophy of praxis into the everyday lives of ordinary citizens. Considering the fact that the recent debate within Gramscianism has predominantly focused on global and abstract issues such as the potential of the World Social Forum (WSF) as a global counter-hegemonic movement of movements (see for example Gill, 2000; Stephen, 2009; Owen Worth & Buckley, 2009), the integration of a ‘prefiguration’-concept that is able to emphasize core micro-level Gramscian elements such as the philosophy of praxis is very welcome. Second, the understanding of ‘prefiguration’ as a protest tactic in the literature on this concept seems to match the practices of the solidary economy that are central to this thesis. Taking prefigurative practices as ‘creating the ideal world you envision in mini form’ (cf. Maeckelbergh, 2013, p. 34), it is not hard to see that the solidary economy projects which have started to create non-capitalist forms of producing and consuming goods, fit within the prefigurative picture. In fact, the debate on prefiguration provides valuable insights on the concrete functions which prefigurative practices can fulfill within protest movements, thus offering the possibility of further theorizing the role of the solidary economy in the construction of a Gramscian counter-hegemonic movement. 
In the next part of this section, the role of the solidary economy as prefigurative practices will be elaborated in relation to the Gramscian concept of counter-hegemony. It will be shown how two different functions of prefigurative practices that have been mentioned in the existing literature on prefiguration – ‘prefiguration as direct action’ and ‘prefiguration as occupation’– can be integrated into the Gramscian framework on counter-hegemony and further our understanding of what role solidary economy practices can employ with a Gramscian conceptualization of a counter-hegemonic project.

Prefiguration and counter-hegemony 

In the literature on prefiguration, prefiguration is first and foremost associated with direct action. This element of direct action is reflected within various definitions and is an essential defining characteristic of prefiguration: instead of waiting for the world to change, activists engaged in prefiguration take matters into their own hands and start working towards the ideal they envision. Direct action is involved in multiple forms of protest, but prefigurative direct action is essentially different from non-prefigurative direct action forms such as street protests because of the question of form. Van de Sande (2013, p. 230) characterizes direct action in prefiguration accurately by summing up three elements that are involved: the actualization of a future ideal in the here and now, the experimental characteristic of prefigurative action and a close relation between the means and the ends of prefigurative practices. Prefiguration as direct action thus entails that activists reflect the ideals they envision within the practices they employ. These practices in empirical research are associated with experimenting with alternative forms of democracy such as horizontal decision-making in assemblies and self-help systems such as the free provision of food, shelter, and medicine amongst participants (see for example Rovira Sancho, 2014; van de Sande, 2013; Young & Schwartz, 2012). In the Gramscian framework on counter-hegemony, prefiguration as direct action can be linked to the philosophy of praxis. In this reading, activists such as solidary economy participants engaging in prefiguration as direct action perform the ideals of the counter-hegemonic project they aim to establish by integrating the philosophy of praxis in their activities. Prefiguration as direct action can contribute to the construction of a counter-hegemonic project in two ways. First, by actually practicing the ideals of counter-hegemony, solidary economic projects show the possibility of living life alternatively and the viability of the counter-hegemonic project. This performative function can play an important role in spreading the philosophy of praxis by making the counter-hegemonic project visible amongst the larger crowd and facilitating contact between organic intellectuals and the masses. Also, by experimenting with putting the counter-hegemonic ideology into practice, activists of solidary economy practices engaged in prefiguration contribute to the further crystallization of the counter-hegemonic project’s philosophy of praxis. 
Secondly, prefigurative practices are associated with occupation. The most prominent theorization of the occupational side of prefiguration is offered by Holloway (2010). For Holloway, prefigurative practices attribute to creating and sustaining ‘cracks’ in the dominant system by establishing spaces in which alternative practices take over from conventional (capitalist) dynamics.  These ‘cracks’ can include forms of spatial occupation, temporal occupation and/or resource-based occupation, thus including, for example, square occupations, squatting, land occupations and community control over water systems (Young & Schwartz, 2012, p. 222). The occupational side of prefiguration links up well with the Gramscian framework on counter-hegemony, in which the establishment of alternative ‘cracks’ can be related to the construction of counter-hegemonic institutions that are able to sustain counter-hegemonic practices during the hegemony of the historic bloc. It is important to emphasize that in Gramscian reading, occupational cracks ideally do not have the temporal character that Holloway notes. Counter-hegemonic institutions within Gramscianism in principle are designed for the longer term, and are expected to contribute to counter-hegemony by developing into infrastructural foundations for the counter-hegemonic project to build upon in its longer ‘war of position’. This Gramscian reading of prefiguration fits perfectly with the practices of the solidary economy, since these are essentially created to establish an alternative that is built to sustain. Last but not least, solidary economy projects, as the institutional ‘cracks’ within Gramscianism, can serve as educational centers where organic intellectuals are able to spread the counter-hegemonic philosophy of praxis to others, thus strengthening the position of the counter-hegemonic ideals vis-à-vis the common sense. 

[bookmark: _Toc427796327]2.5. Conclusion

In the above, the weaknesses of existing approaches to protest when it comes to answering this research question have been discussed and it has been argued that a Gramscian approach to protest does have the required characteristics to answer this thesis’ research question. First, other than social movement studies approaches, a Gramscian approach to protest is a critical approach which is better able to analyze political phenomena that fundamentally alter the existing political and economic status, such as the Catalan solidary economy aims to do. Second, other than critical poststructuralist approaches, a Gramscian theory is able to answer explanatory questions that ask why a phenomenon like the occurrence of a solidary economy has happened. Gramscianism does have the potential to answer why-questions because it is able to link the discourses to agents that are embedded in concrete material circumstances and relate the occurrence of political change (such as the rise of a solidary economy in Catalonia) to a change in the power relations between these agents. In addition, a Gramscian approach to protest emphasizes the importance of the specific spatial-temporal configuration of relations of production when analyzing political phenomena, which enables the researcher to delve into the reasons why the rise of a solidary economy has occurred specifically in Catalonia and especially within the context of the contemporary economic and financial crisis. 
Furthermore, a Gramscian perspective is conceptually well equipped to include the central phenomenon of this thesis that is the establishment of a solidary economy, in the analysis of protest. For Gramscians, what we observe as protest – street demonstrations, strikes, occupations, marches, and the like – are epiphenomena of underlying tensions within society between different social forces with different interests, which run over longer periods of time and can include both more visible forms of protest to express indignation and less visible forms of protest such as the construction of alternatives to the prevailing system. In the Gramscian picture, both types of activity are expressions of the same aim of a group to alter the social relations of production to such an extent that the interests of that group are served best. In Gramscian terminology, protest can be seen as an expression of a struggle between ‘hegemonic’ and ‘counter-hegemonic’ forces, in which both the establishment of alternative institutions and the expression of ideological arguments is deemed necessary to end the struggle on the winning side. 
By adding the compatible concept of prefiguration to the existing conceptual framework on counter-hegemony, the more concrete functions of solidary economy practices within the counter-hegemonic movement have been illuminated. According to the prefigurative view on counter-hegemony, solidary economy practices can be of value to the construction of a counter-hegemonic movement in multiple ways. First, by bringing counter-hegemonic ideas into practice, solidary economy projects can contribute to visualizing the counter-hegemonic project, facilitating the contact between organic intellectuals and the masses and show that an alternative way of practicing the economy is actually viable. Second, the solidary economy can contribute to the development of counter-hegemony by furthering the crystallization of a counter-hegemonic philosophy of praxis through practical experimenting. Third, the solidary economy can foster counter-hegemony by constructing an (economic) infrastructure where the counter-hegemonic forces can build upon in the longer struggle or war on position. Fourth, solidary economy project can function as educational spaces for organic intellectuals to meet and spur the counter-hegemonic philosophy of praxis. In the next chapter, the research design will be presented that will be used to approach the phenomenon of this thesis – the success of a solidary economy in Catalonia – from a Gramscian approach to protest. 

[bookmark: _Toc427796328]3. Research design: epistemology, methodology, operationalization
[bookmark: _Toc427796329]3.1. Introduction 

In this third chapter, the research design of this thesis will be presented. The research design of this thesis consists of four elements which will be subsequently discussed. First, we will delve into the epistemological foundations of this thesis. In the epistemological discussion, I will illuminate that the Gramscian approach of this thesis is underpinned by a non-positivist critical realist perspective of science and discuss what this philosophy of science entails. In the third section of this chapter, the methodological implications of a critical realist perspective are focused on. I will zoom in on three aspects in particular, which are the issue of structure and agency, the mode of inference and the issue of case selection. In the fourth section, I will discuss the process of data acquisition for this thesis. We will focus on the ethnographic methods of semi-structured interviews and participant observation, the way in which these have been conducted for this thesis and how the data acquired from these methods has been used. The fifth and final section offers the operationalization of key concepts for the analysis of this thesis.

[bookmark: _Toc427796330]3.2. Epistemological considerations: on positivism, post-positivism and critical realism

In this paragraph, I will address the methodological implications of the epistemological and ontological choices of the specific historical materialist approach to protest of this thesis. The epistemological positions of theoretical approaches are usually discussed in terms of positivism and post-positivism. At the very core of the distinction between the positivist and the post-positivist position, one can place the way in which researchers answer the question ‘to what extent can society be studied in the same way as nature?’ (Bhashkar (1979) as cited in Wight, 2006, p. 14). For positivist researchers, the answer boils down to ‘to a large extent!’, as they adopt methodologies from the natural sciences to the study questions in the social world (Smith, 1996, p. 11). According to Smith (1996, p. 16), four assumptions can be related to the positivist position. First, positivist researchers adhere to the position of a ‘unity of science’. That is, the same scientific methods can be applied to natural and social science research. Second, it is possible to distinguish between facts and values. This implies that there is an objectively given world of facts about which the scientist potentially can develop objective knowledge. Third, positivism believes that that both the natural and the social world are governed by regularities. The scientist is able to identify these regularities by engaging in either deductive-nomological or inductive-statistical research methods, which allow the researcher to formulate scientific laws about social phenomena. Fourth and finally, positivist adopt an empiricist epistemology in which ‘real’ scientific knowledge can be gathered by following the path of falsifications. This implies a methodological model in which theoretical hypotheses are formulated and tested by bringing them into relation with phenomena of the objectively given world. Post-positivist research, on the other hand, does not contend that that society can be studied in the same way as nature. However, as Smith (1996), but also others (see for example Lapid, 1989; Wight, 2006) contend, the field of post-positivism does not formulate one single alternative epistemological vision. The field of post-positivism rather is a scattered array of all kinds of non-positivist approaches, better defined in common by the rejection of a positivist scientific model than by its agreement on an alternative. From the same rejection of positivist research, divergent positions such as scientific realism (Bhaskar, 1979; Patomaki & Wight, 2000) and post-modernism have been developed. As Smith (1996) has shown, these positions all represent different takes on different epistemological and ontological elements. In the present discussion, I will therefore no longer speak in terms of positivism vs. post-positivism. Rather, I will refer to the scientific position that will be used in this thesis with the term that it adequately represents, that is critical realism, and I will elaborate upon the consequences of that position for the research design of this thesis.  
Critical realism as a philosophy of science has been originally developed by Bhaskar (1979) and is also associated with the work of scholars such as Archer, Sayer and Collier (for a recent collection of key texts, see Margaret Archer, Bhaskar, Collier, Lawson, & Norrie, 2013) . Critical realism takes the ‘stratification model of reality’ (Bhaskar, 1979) as its basic element. For critical realists, the world is made up of three domains of reality. First, there is the domain of the real, referring to the objects that make up the world and their inherent powers and mechanisms. These objects and mechanisms are intransitive. They exist independently from the social reality that we know, and, as such, cannot be altered. This is the domain where causality takes place. Second, there is the domain of the actual that is the domain to which the events which are caused by the objects and mechanisms of the real take place. Third, there is the domain of the empirical, which refers to the realm of human experience: that part of the event that is being observed by human individuals. It is within this domain of the empirical that human knowledge about the empirical and events are being created, and the activity of science takes place. The stratification model is summarized in the table depicted in Figure 1. 
[image: ]
Figure 1: Bhaskar's Stratification Model (Bhaskar, 2008, p. 3)

The consequence of this stratification model is that scientific knowledge is essentially fragmented knowledge. After all, humans are only able to observe part of the phenomenon they study from the perspective of human experience. Especially when it comes to the study of the social world, in which the objects and mechanisms of the dimension of the real are extremely complex and cannot be isolated from the world in which they occur, it is hard – not to say impossible – to adequately observe the phenomenon one wants to study, or to perfectly connect the domains of the real and the empirical. This does not, however, imply that it is impossible to conduct social science in the first place, or that the aim of social scientists should not be to arrive at an adequate understanding of the domain of the real. What the critical realist perspective does imply, however, is that social scientists should be aware of the fact that what they observe in the first place is only a fragmented depiction of reality, and, thus, is only one of many possible perspectives on what social reality entails. This conclusion leads critical realists to adhere to a thesis of epistemological relativism: multiple epistemological perspectives developed within different social contexts and from different backgrounds are possible, and they might all offer valuable insights.
Two points relate to critical realism’s adherence to epistemological relativism. First, social scientists should be very modest about their claims about social phenomena. For the scientific knowledge scientist produce from within their epistemological point of view is only one of the multiple perspectives possible, while at the same time the knowledge they produce within the domain of the empirical will never perfectly resemble the nature of things and their causal relations in the domain of the real. This claim to social scientist modesty rules out positivist accounts of science, as positivist identify their epistemological position – founded upon empiricism and related to a deductive-nomological method of research – with a necessary condition of science. Positivists, in other words, adhere to epistemological absolutism. If one does not adhere to the positivist epistemological paradigm, one cannot claim to be practicing science. Critical realism, on the contrary, claims that science is not defined by the epistemological or methodological framework to which it adheres, but by the aim to develop the human understanding of the domain of the real. The scientist’s aim is to further human understanding of the intransitive objects and mechanisms in the domain of the real. This aim is what distinguishes the scientific enterprise from the non-scientific or purely subjective: where scientists aim to improve the understanding of the real, opinions and non-scientific knowledge are not characterized by this ambition. Critical realism thus rather departs from a thesis of epistemological pluralism and opportunism: “anything goes, as far as there are good reasons for it and it gives the promise of advancing our knowledge” (Feyerabend (1995) as cited in Patomaki & Wight, 2000, p. 227). It is thus possible to conduct science from different epistemological and methodological perspectives.
The second point that relates to critical realism’s epistemological relativism is that multiple epistemological perspectives can – and often do – co-exist at the same time. Connected to this issue is critical realism’s rejection of the incommensurability thesis that is often associated with the work of Thomas Kuhn (1970). According to Kuhn, the development of science can be described as a sequence of consecutive scientific paradigms. The academic field is typically dominated by one single scientific paradigm, which corresponds to a combination of a particular ontological perspective on what the (social) world is made of, epistemological claims and a scientific method. For Kuhn, paradigms are incommensurable. Different paradigms make different claims about the social world from different epistemological and methodological backgrounds. Because of these different points of departure, they speak different languages and fruitful inter-paradigmatic communication is impossible. New scientific paradigms in the Kuhnian model emerge when the existing paradigm is confronted with anomalies and loses its scientific credibility and when another scientific language emerges that offers solutions to the problems the old paradigm could not solve. In the critical realist picture, to take the complexity of the social world seriously is to adhere to paradigmatic pluralism (Patomaki & Wight, 2000, p. 226). Multiple scientific paradigms can co-exist at the same time. And, more importantly, different paradigms are not necessarily incommensurable. According to Patomäki and Wight (2000, p. 227), the incommensurability thesis is very implausible. Stating that different scientific views are not being able to communicate between each other because of different epistemological, methodological or ontological views is doing violence to the multiple discussions that do exist between different academic strands and which have often influenced the academic theories of today. In fact, distinguishing between different incommensurable paradigmatic scientific fields may even affect the quality of scientific discussion. If it is beforehand clear that discussing my scientific point of view with that of the other equals engaging in a practice of necessary misunderstanding, why would I start the discussion in the first place? For critical realists, fruitful dialogue between different scientific approaches is in principle possible. What remains to be essential, however, is that the proponents of all approaches acknowledge that their perspective of science is only one of the many possible, and that no single one perspective can claim to hold the only truth. As we will see in the next paragraph, this commitment to academic modesty and interdisciplinary discussion will prove to be of use in the study of social movements. 

[bookmark: _Toc427796331]3.3. Methodological implications of a critical realist perspective on protest
3.3.1. Critical realism and structure-agency 
The next question in the process of this thesis is, then, how to approach the study of the social phenomenon that is central to this thesis – the development of a solidary economy in Catalonia – from a critical realist point of departure. The most important issues in this regard are the related issues of causality and the mode of inference. For these two issues together fundamentally affect the way in which social science can be methodologically conducted from a critical realist perspective on science. Before elaborating upon the methodology which critical realists propose for the social science, let us further discuss the aforementioned issues of causality and mode inference. 
	The critical realist perspective on causality can only be adequately understood by discussing it in relation with critical realism’s social ontology, which revolves around a transformational model of social activity (Ekstrom, 1992, p. 115). This model entails an account of the agency-structure relationship in which agency refers to the capacity of agents to act, while structure refers to the relational context within which agents operate (Buch-Hansen & Wigger, 2011, p. 10). Agents find themselves embedded in particular structures, which enable certain forms agency and disable others. This does not, however, imply that structures are necessarily fixed and, thus, agent actions are pre-determined. On the contrary, structural conditions motivate agents to engage in certain forms of social action. These forms of action have transformative potential: by engaging in certain practices, agents reproduce and transform social structures and thus exercise a shaping power over the element of structure. This view on the relationship between structure and agency is, as we have seen in the previous chapter, also represented in the ontological framework of Gramsci. One can therefore state that a Gramscian account of protest is naturally founded upon critical realist underpinnings. As Ekström (1992, p. 115) has noticed, however, it is not  this perspective on agency and structure that is so original about critical realism. The innovative character of critical realism is rather found in the way in which it relates the transformative model of social activity to theory of causality and is able to connect this model to a methodology of causal analysis. 
Since agency is taken seriously as a transformative force, shaping the character of the structure of the future by its practices, the outcome of the interplay between structure and agency in critical realism is open-ended. Social phenomena do not occur in exactly the same way at different times and in different places.  This assertion fundamentally challenges one of the core underpinnings of positivist social science, that is the Humean conception of causality as the constant conjunction of events (Patomaki & Wight, 2000, p. 228). For critical realists, the constant conjunctions of events or empirical invariances that positivist use to argue in favor of social world regularities are in fact not real regularities. They are ‘demi-regularities’ (Lawson, 1998), patterns or tendencies which appear to us,  scientists embedded in the domain of the empirical (see Figure 1) as law-like mechanisms. In the critical realist account of causality, as we have seen above, true causal power however ultimately resides within the objects and mechanisms of the domain of the real (see Figure 1). In the social world, these causal powers are associated with the elements of agency and structure. Priority is given to the element of agency, as agents bring about changes or reproduce the order of things through their actions, intentions and the reasons for intentions. At the same time as the actions and intentions of agents are considered to have causal power in changing affairs, structures are “true conditions for both these reasons and their causal efficaciousness” (Patomaki & Wight, 2000, p. 232). This way, a complex conception of the agency-structure relationship and the issue of causality is constructed, in which both agency and structure are deemed necessary to consider if one wants to account for the occurrence of social phenomena (such as protest). The conception of causality which responds to complex image is that what Ekström (1992) names a ‘generative’ perspective on causality. In a generative perspective on causality, science is directed not towards the formulation of scientific laws on the basis of a false image of a constant conjunction of events, but towards ‘the uncovering of causal properties and the processes whereby social actions arise out of the complex interaction of internally related mental dispositions, meanings, intentions, social contexts and structures’ (Ekstrom, 1992, p. 107). 

3.3.2. Presenting a retroductive mode of inference
The centrality of this generative perspective on causality in critical realism fundamentally challenges the balance between the theoretical and the empirical or between the general and the specific in social scientific research. Instead of taking the general theoretical law as the starting point of academic research – subordinating the specific empirical case to the theoretical framework one aims to improve –, critical realists take the empirical phenomenon of interest as the starting point of their scientific endeavor. The alternative mode of inference that corresponds to this view on the relationship between the theoretical and the empirical is that of retroduction. Retroduction is often associated with critical realist social science research (see for example Danermark, Ekström, Jakobsen, & Karlsson, 2002, p. 96; Easton, 2010; Sayer, 1992). Retroduction does not depart from a general scientific law about the nature of things and their causal mechanisms (deduction) or starts from a large amount of empirical observations to reveal such a general law (induction). In fact, a retroductively designed type of research circumvents the use of general scientific laws by taking the social phenomenon one want to explain for as the central starting point. Or, as Lawson (Lawson (1997), as cited in Easton, 2010, p. 123) puts it “Whereas the latter [induction and deduction] are concerned with movements at the level of events from the particular to the general and vice versa, retroduction involves moving from a conception of some phenomenon of interest to a conception of a different kind of thing (power, mechanism) that could have generated the given phenomenon”. Theoretical concepts in this model are useful auxiliary instruments. In a retroductive social scientific methodology, the scientist uses theoretical concepts to move from the description of the empirical phenomenon (s) he wants to explain to the description of the elements which have produced that phenomenon. Theoretical notions assist the researcher in this process by facilitating the move from the pure description of the phenomenon to the abstraction of its possible causes. Theoretical concepts are, in other words, the (essentially uncertain) images the researcher has of the objects and mechanisms in the realm of the real. These images have often been generated by previous academic research and have proven to be of use in the explanation of other cases. However, and this is crucial, these concepts are not identical to positivist hypotheses. Theoretical conceptions are not iron laws to which the empirical phenomena one observes should correspond, deciding whether a theory can be considered to be ‘true’ or ‘false’. Concepts rather help us to find analogies on which we can draw to better understand the casual mechanisms in play when studying a particular phenomenon of interest (Yeung, 1997, p. 58). Retroduction thus respects the specificity of the phenomenon one wants to study (explanandum), and puts the explanation for the production of that particular phenomenon (explanans) at the very core of its concerns. 

3.3.3. Consequences of a critical realist retroductive methodology for case selection
Using a retroductive methodology also influences the criteria for the selection of cases. Conventional (positivist) scientific methods restrict the researcher to select empirical cases on the basis of a theoretical consideration with general laws (see for example George & Bennett, 2003; Seawright & Gerring, 2008). Since a critical realist retroductive methodology attributes priority to the particular case and works from a philosophy of science that emphasizes the relativity of theoretical claims, other criteria for the selection of cases are allowed. Within this thesis, two selection criteria have led to the decision to take the development of a solidary economy in Catalonia after the 15-M 2011 protest as the phenomenon to be explained (explanandum). First, the case of the Catalan solidary economy is expected to facilitate the revealing of explanatory mechanisms because of the unique combination of its temporal-spatial location and the specific tendency to which it refers. With regards to its temporal-spatial location, this case is located in the wake of the outbreak of one fiercest financial, economic and social crises since the end of the Second World War. Spain is particularly hit, as the explosion of government debt is linked to a skyrocketing (youth) unemployment and social unrest about the political-economic management of the crisis. In such turbulent times, social contrasts are highlighted and facilitate the detection of causal mechanisms. Or, as Lawson (1998, p. 153), drawing on Bhaskar (1979) states, moments of social upheaval and crisis are specifically interesting temporal-spatial frames for social scientific research, since they provide a partial analogue to the role played by experimentation in natural science. The Catalan case of the solidary economy adds to this argumentation that it is the hotspot the solidary economy in Spain. In a recent article on Spanish the solidary economy , Catalonia is rank number one when it comes to the number of time banks, mutual credit schemes and barter networks (Hughes, 2015, p. 4). At the same time, sources such as the Coop57 bulletins indicate that the solidary economy scene boomed right in the wake of the 15-M 2011 protests. In other words, in a context in which the whole of Spain is hit by heavy crisis the development of the solidary economy ‘suddenly’ appears, and is especially prominent in one geographical region. These simultaneous developments call for further investigation. The second criterion for case selection in this thesis is the result of an emancipatory consideration. The particular case has been selected because of the fact that the development of the solidary economy is considered to be a very interesting case of innovative citizen action. In the study of protest movements, the bulk of research discusses typical disruptive protest movement tactics such as mass street demonstrations or strikes. By taking the Catalan solidary economy  case as central research object, this thesis aims to draw attention to what it regards a promising experiment with alternative forms of political economic (crisis) management and to help stimulate cross-fertilization between academia and social movements. This emancipatory aim corresponds to the critical realist emphasis on commensurability (and the possibility this entails for cross-fertilization between the knowledge of the academic and the activist scene) and also fits with the neo-Gramscian critical theory thesis that social science has an emancipatory character about which the researcher should be explicit: “theory is always for someone and for some purpose” (Cox, 1981).This thesis, thus, aims to further the development of alternative forms of political economic (crisis) management. 

[bookmark: _Toc427796332]3.4. On the acquisition and use of data: engaging with ethnography 

The data for this thesis have been predominantly acquired by using two ethnographic research techniques: interviews and participant observation. The choice for the use of these ethnographic techniques has been a deliberate one. In-depth interviews with activists themselves and participant observation of the social phenomenon under study are techniques that are particularly suitable to grasp the dimension to which critical realism and Gramscian approaches attribute major importance in the explanation of social phenomena: the dimension of human experience. As Haiven and Khasnabish (2013, p. 478) state: “ethnography is a research posture particularly well-suited to exploring dynamic phenomena such as social movements as well as their less tangible dimensions.”. By taking the opportunity of actually talking to activists and engaging in their activities, I have been able to get hold of the way in which Catalan activists experience the social context in which they live their lives and produce their activities. As such, this research can be placed within an emerging tradition of research of social movements that take as their main methodological point of departure the thesis that one has to engage with movements themselves in order to adequately understand their activities, and underlines the importance of field-work, interviews and participant observation (Juris, 2008;  a. Khasnabish & Haiven, 2012; Razsa & Kurnik, 2012). 
The bulk of the fieldwork for this thesis took place during a five-week stay in the Catalan capital of Barcelona, in February and March 2014. In this period, I visited several the solidary economy, participated in activist meetings and held interviews with activists of different the solidary economy. The preparatory work for this fieldwork has, however, been crucial for the success of the actual fieldwork. In the months before the field trip to Catalonia, a lot of time has been invested in the building of contacts in the solidary economy scene in Catalonia, in the preparation of interviews and the scheduling of visits to different initiatives. The building of activist contacts for interviews in Catalonia started from the Netherlands. With help of my thesis supervisor, the first contacts were established with Spanish representatives of the Transnational Institute in October 2013. Also, I attended a European activist strategy meeting in Amsterdam in October 2013 to which various representatives of Spanish indignado-movement related campaigns attended. These first Spanish contacts helped out with sharing their experiences with the indignado-movement, pointing towards promising the solidary economy, sharpening the research focus and, last but not least, putting me into contact with activists in Catalonia itself. After researching the suitability of different activist and initiatives that were suggested, I made a selection of people and projects I wanted to speak to and attend during my stay in Catalonia. Three organizations were selected at this point: the Cooperativa Integral Catalana (CIC), Coop57, and Som Energia.  For these organizations formed a diverse sample of the broader scene (the CIC has a different strategy for developing a solidary economy than Coop57 and Som Energia have, while the latter two were further in the development of concrete alternatives and had been growing more rapidly than the CIC) and were considered useful in the acquisition of additional contacts within the solidary economy scene (the CIC and Coop57 are umbrella organizations which include different projects). I intentionally strictly limited the amount of selected initiatives before leaving for Catalonia, as I wanted to be flexible during the fieldwork itself in order to be able to visit activists and initiatives which I would encounter during my stay. This strategy eventually resulted in the visit a total of nine initiatives and eleven interviews with activists. An overview of the initiatives and activists included in this research can be found in the appendix. 	 
The interviews with activists are semi-structured interviews, which entails that the researcher on forehand determines a set of interesting topics to be discussed, but does not cast the interview into an iron law combination of topics and questions. The advantage of this type of interviews is that the researcher maintains flexibility to delve into topics addressed by the interviewee and has the time to ask further questions about interesting statements during the interview itself. The topics of the interviews for this thesis were selected by an engagement with the Gramscian theoretical framework of this thesis and the critical realist perspective that underpins the research of this thesis. As we have seen before Gramscians and critical realists both emphasize the importance of a combination of structure and agency elements in the explanation of social phenomena and attribute a major role to the experience agents have of the context in which they are embedded. Topics that were included in all interviews on the basis of these considerations were the interviewee’s  views on the crisis, the social responses to the crisis (including the indignado-movement) and the management of the crisis by the national and regional government (the current structure as experienced by the interviewee); their views on the question of why a solidary economy  has been specifically growing in Catalonia (their experience of the broader temporal-spatial context in which they are embedded); their views on key points in the development of both the project in which they were themselves involved, as in the development of the broader solidary economy  scene (the experience of interviewees of the role of  the combination of structure and agency elements in the development of a solidary economy in Catalonia); and the contacts with other projects, the activities they jointly employ and their view on the future of an alternative economics in Catalonia (their motivations and intentions to engage in (collective) agency).  The interviews took place in an informal setting, mostly at the location of the projects themselves or in Barcelonese cafés. Before the start of the interview, permission for recording was asked and the interviewees were introduced to the thesis project. To assure confidentiality, the interviews have been anonymized to the extent that only the function of the interviewee and the project for which they were working can be traced. The interview recordings have been digitally saved and can be retrieved from the researcher. 
In addition to the semi-structured interviews, participant observation was conducted. In the ideal picture, this participatory work would have taken the character of ‘militant ethnography’ (cf. Juris, 2008). In this type of ethnography, the researcher becomes an active participant of the movement (s) he studies, in order to fully grasp the logics of that movement. This research posture would have perfectly fitted within this thesis, as it allows for experiencing the positions of the activists of the alternative economics scene personally, bringing the researcher as close as possible to understanding what the human experience of being an alternative economics activist nowadays entails. However, as the field-trip had a duration of only five weeks, I had insufficient time to engage in movement activities arranging and conducting the interviews and visits. Therefore, I limited my participatory  observation activities to taking notes at project meetings and digitally recording ‘notes to self’ about my experiences of visits to projects directly afterwards. That said, one particular development did positively influence my chances of participating in the alternative economics scene. A few weeks before the fieldwork, UK-based Red Pepper Magazine granted me the opportunity of publishing a journalistic article on the solidary economy scene in Catalonia. I immediately noticed that by mentioning the magazine, my chances of meeting up with activists increased. As the projects I selected were all very keen about generating media attention for their efforts, I was recognized as a useful contact for ‘spreading the solidary economy -word’, and was actually being approached by people during my visits. Moreover, I used Twitter to share my experiences. These digital engagements I felt were helpful for generating attention for my presence in the field and facilitated participation (albeit in a journalist role) in the activist scene. The result of the participant observation work I predominantly used to arrive at a proper understanding of what the solidary economy project is about. I especially paid attention to the way in which decision-making was conducted, which topics were addressed during meetings and how connections between different projects worked in practice. With the aim of adding data about more objective structure and agency dimensions, for example about the status of the Spanish labor market, Spanish legislation or the total investment in the solidary economy  sector in different periods, the data from the interviews and participant observation (subjective data) has been complemented by the analysis of written sources.
After the fieldwork in Catalonia, the data of the interviews and participant observation was used to construct a narrative about the development of solidary economy  in Catalonia after the 15-M 2011 protest by means of the ‘thick description’ that is characteristic for ethnographic work ( a. Khasnabish & Haiven, 2012, p. 412). Key to this research is that the results of the fieldwork have been infused with the Gramscian theoretical framework in order to transform it into an explanatory narrative. The theoretical concepts that follow from the theoretical framework have been used to divide the narrative into separate sections for the explanandum and explanans. The explanandum-section contains a detailed description of the developments of solidary economy initiatives from the period of the 15-M 2011 until March 2014 (the moment when the fieldwork was conducted). The explanans-section has been divided into sections in which the different relevant structure- and agency-elements are being discussed with the help of the Gramscian theoretical concepts that have been discussed in the previous chapter. The question of how these concepts have been used is the subject of the next and last paragraph of this chapter. 

[bookmark: _Toc427796333]3.5. Operationalization of theoretical concepts 

The term ‘operationalization’ here does not refer to the simple measurement of concepts. Operationalization in the retroductive method of science of this thesis rather refers to describing how the researcher expects to recognize theoretical concepts in the study of the phenomenon under research. Being modest about the value of operationalization of theoretical concepts before the actual research takes place, operationalized concepts offer a useful starting point the iterative process that takes place during the research itself. Concepts will be brought into relation with the retrieved empirical information and are used to systematize the findings. At the same time, the operationalized concepts will not be used as a straitjacket, in the sense that researcher has an open attitude towards the inclusion of information that in the first instance does not match the conceptual criteria. In fact, this kind of ‘additional’ information can serve to sharpen the conceptual lenses for the purposes of explaining the social phenomenon under research. That said, let us start with the operationalization of the theoretical concepts of this thesis.  
Counter-hegemonic project: The extent to which a counter-hegemonic project established will be assessed by considering three aspects. First, there is the extent to which a common ideological program is established between different activist groups. This aspect is recognized by considering the ideological elements which have been addressed by the activists interviewed in this thesis, in combination with the study of activist manifestos and activist media. When activist themselves, their manifestos or activist media (frequently) address the same ideological issues, this is seen as an indicator of a common ideological program. A more important indicator is, however, that the common ideology is recognized by the activist scene itself as a common ideological project of multiple activist groups. Only if this is the case, we can state that it is fair to identify a common ideological claim. This brings us to the second aspect that is being used to recognize the establishment of a counter-hegemonic project, that is the amount to which there are links between different activist groups. In this thesis, the primary focus is on the solidary economy scene in Catalonia. This implies that in first instance the links between different groups in the field of solidary economy will be assessed. Links with activist groups in other fields are, however, considered to be important as well, as a counter-hegemonic project has to be established throughout a wider spectrum of activities in order to alter the social relations of production. The links between different activist groups are assessed on the basis of the information retrieved from interviews. All interviewees have been asked about the contacts between their group and others. A third aspect to assess the establishment of a counter-hegemonic project is the existence of alternative institutions. Again, since the focus of this thesis is on solidary economy, I will in first instance focus on the availability of alternative economic institutions. Off course, the fact that this thesis has a solidary economy as its central object of research implies that such a solidary economy does exist. What is key, however, is that we assess the developmental progress of these alternative institutions. Issues that are associated with a higher level of development are the existence of a larger number of projects, the existence of alternative economics in multiple sectors of the economy, and a larger amount of participants and consumers. Furthermore, it is essential that these alternative institutions are ideologically placed within the counter-hegemonic project if one wants to argue that these are institutions of that broader project. 
Organic Intellectuals: Agency potential in the formation of counter-hegemonic projects is especially attributed to those figures who in the above have been discussed as ‘organic intellectuals’. Like stated in the theoretical chapter, it is expected that organic intellectuals exercise a key role in the establishment of movement success by directing the counter-hegemonic project under construction in a particular way and mobilizing increasing amounts of people behind the ideological framework or philosophy of praxis of the project. Organic intellectuals within this thesis can be, for example, founders of solidary economy projects, prominent activist figures, journalists and politicians. Organic intellectuals can only fulfill their agency potential in cooperation with the masses, however, which implies that agency is also attributed the people who participate in projects, demonstrations, debates and other activities which stimulate the building of counter-hegemonic potential and class consciousness. 
Common sense: Common sense is operationalized as the whole of ideas of expressed in society about the political-economic management of society.  Important ideas in the context of this thesis do, off course, include the ideas of key figures within the activist scene, but also ideas expressed by government officials, politicians, trade unions and leading cultural figures are deemed relevant for assessing the structural environment in which the solidary economy is active. Of particular interest in researching the common sense is the identification of contrasting ideas. If we can map different contrasting ideas and connect these to different actors within society, we can develop a picture of how the idea put forward by the solidary economy scene is positioned towards others, and how this ideological environment has been and is influencing the development of a solidary economy in Catalonia. Furthermore, emphasis is placed on the historical element the common sense. The historicity of the common sense is expected is be identified as the ‘residues’ (Bieler & Morton, 2001, p. 18) of past experiences that are present in the common sense of today and are in fact the foundations upon which the present common sense has been constructed. These residues are recognized by focusing upon references within present ideas to, for example, historical struggles, figures, and events.


[bookmark: _Toc427796334]4. Empirical chapter
In this fourth chapter, the analytical framework that has been presented in the previous chapters will be used to explain the success of the solidary economy in Catalonia in the context of the economic and financial crisis of 2008-2014. In order to arrive at a good understanding of the phenomenon that is central to this thesis, this chapter starts with a definition of the solidary economy as it is found in Catalonia. Then, the success of the Catalan solidary economy in the period 2008-2014 will be assessed by focusing upon both the available numbers and on the different steps that have marked the development of the movement since the onset of the crisis. The second section of this chapter embarks upon explaining the success of the solidary economy since 2008 by discussing how the structure, or the configuration of the Catalan social relations of production have transformed since 2008 and which opportunities these structural changes have generated for the solidary economy to further the development of the project. This section also discusses how different solidary economy projects have acted upon the opportunities that the structure did offer them and how these actions contributed to the success of the solidary economy scene in Catalonia. 

[bookmark: _Toc427796335]4.1. The success of the alternative economy in Catalonia 2008-2014
4.1.1. Defining the Catalan solidary economy
In Spain and Catalonia, the terms ‘economía social’ or ‘social economy’ and ‘economía solidària’ or ‘solidary economy’ are used interchangeably and not always in a structured way to refer to the alternative economic system that is central to this thesis. The term ‘economía social’ or ‘social economy’ is included officially in the Spanish law on the Social Economy of 2011. According to this law, the social economy is “the whole of economic activities and businesses that in the private realm seek to improve the collective interests of their members, the general social or economic interest, or both” (Estado Español, 2011). The term is commonly used in Spanish (statistic) research to refer to all entities that officially carry the legal form of cooperative, association, foundation, ‘sociedad laboral’, ‘mutualidad’, ‘cofradia’, ‘empresa de inserción’ and ‘centro especial de empleo’[footnoteRef:3].  [3:  For a more detailed description of what these legal forms entail, see CEPES (Confederación Empresarial Española de la Economía Social, 2015) . A recent overview of the social economy in Spain states that cooperatives comprise 55 per cent of the total Spanish social economy (Vilnitzky, 2014). The ‘sociedades laborales’ represent 26 per cent, association 16 per cent  and the ‘mutualidades’, the ‘cofradias’ the ‘empresas de inserción’, the ‘centros especial de empleo’  and the foundations altogether represent the other 3 per cent.] 

However, the alternative economy phenomenon that is central to this thesis is the ‘solidary economy’ or ‘economía solidaria’.  The Catalan solidary economy is represented by the Catalan solidary economy network organization Xarxa d’Economia Solidària (XES) and all the entities which are united within the XES, as well as the projects that are carried out and supported by the XES and XES-members[footnoteRef:4]. These members include initiatives that offer solidary economy alternatives in a lot of sectors, such as finance (Fiare Banca Etica, Coop57), food (La Garbiana, La Xarxa Verde, L’Olivera ), energy (Som Energia), media (La Directa) culture (Koitton Club, La Ciutat Invisible), and services (Arç, LABCOOP)[footnoteRef:5] . As the authors of the XES-edited book Economía Solidària per a una Catalunya Lliure  state, key organizations of the solidary economy in Catalonia are the XES, but also the finance cooperative Coop57, which offers loans to projects that are considered to contribute to the development of the solidary economy and Fiare Banca Etica, which is a bank that offers financial services to entities on the basis of solidary economy principles (Estivill Pascual, Garcia Jané, Valls Olivé, & Via Llop, 2013, pp. 62–63). The solidary economy is part of the social economy since most of the XES-members are cooperatives, but cannot in any way be considered as a synonym of the social economy. The XES and the XES-members are a political and economic phenomenon and not an analytical set of entities that either accidentally or not have the same legal status. To the solidary economy pertain all entities that comply with the five political criteria that have been defined the XES. First, entities are required to promote emancipatory work and reject worker exploitation. Second, they will have to work in order to preserve the balance of ecosystems and work ecologically sustainable. Third, members are expected to invest part of their profit – either expressed in time, resources or money – into further expansion of the solidary economy. Fourth, XES members organize themselves in democratic and participative form. Fifth, they need to be autonomous with respect to governing powers (Xarxa d’Economia Solidària, 2002).  [4:  The choice has been made to also include the projects that are carried out and supported by the XES and XES members, since not all projects that comply with the solidary economy principles of the XES are individual members of the XES network. These projects are, for example, indirectly united within the XES network because of their membership of Coop57 or Fiare Banca Etica which finance projects on the basis of the criterion that these projects contribute to the development of the solidary economy. In other words, the solidary economy network comprises more than the list of members that is provided on the XES-website. ]  [5:  For a full list of all XES-members, see http://www.XES.cat/pages/xs020.php?i=1 . ] 

	As these five criteria already indicate, the solidary economy is an economy that is underpinned by a set of principles and that is designed to establish an alternative way of managing economic relations. Solidary economy initiatives express a strong rejection of the current economic and political system. The exact formulations of this critique varies from project to project, but the common denominator revolves around the theses that the current capitalist economy is destructive for both humanity and the earth, that the capitalist economy has reached its limits of growth and as a consequence has become economically, socially and environmentally unsustainable and that the dominant position of the financial markets and the close connections between political and financial elites have led to a state that is increasingly undemocratic (see for examples Coop57 S.C.C.L., 2013; Som Energia, 2015; Xarxa d’Economia Solidària, 2009). 
The most important formulation of the alternative economy that solidary economy initiatives envision in Catalonia is that of the XES. According to the XES, the alternative or ‘post-capitalist’ solidarity economy should be founded upon “community ownership, democratic governance and social responsibility” (Xarxa d’Economia Solidària, 2009, p. 9). These three values are reflected in the manifestos and principles of a large number of solidary economy organizations, even though they appear in different forms, such as ‘self-realization’, ‘self-management’, ‘direct, deliberative and participative democracy’, ‘participation’, ‘transparency’ and ‘sustainability’. With respect to their organizational form, solidary economy initiatives hold to their ideals of direct, participative and deliberative democracy by applying within all aspects of their organization horizontalist decision-making structures in which all members (socios or socis in Spanish and Catalan) of the project – whether employed by the project or not – have equal voting right and can participate in meetings about the various issues that are involved in running the organization. The legal structure that is most commonly used to guarantee these forms of decision-making is the cooperative structure, in which the highest organ in the decision-making process is the general assembly in which all members are united. Furthermore, the principal of local grassroots organization is applied by larger projects in the form subsidiarity: local groups are installed to keep in touch with the needs of the community and have freedom to act by themselves[footnoteRef:6]. Two other elements that importantly set out the solidary economy from the conventional economy are the valorization of financial capital and the centrality of the local micro-level in the economic model. Money serves as an instrument to contribute to the construction of a better world, which makes solidary economy projects by definition not profit-seeking and the solidary economy is a grassroots economy, which puts the center of gravity within the local community instead of global institutions and functions in local networks.  [6:  An example of this kind of subsidiarity are the local groups of the energy cooperative Som Energia. In the interview of this thesis, the representative from Som Energia indicated that local groups were established to ensure that Som Energia would be able to continue providing within each area those services that were needed most and consider the local context in which that local group is embedded. At the time of the interview, these local groups were still functioning under the umbrella of the original Som Energia organization in the city of Girona. However, plans were being made to give these local groups an independent status (Interview Som Energia). ] 


4.1.2. The development of the Catalan solidary economy (2008-2014) in numbers
In the period since the outbreak of the global and financial crisis of 2008 in Spain, the solidary economy has developed strongly, both in Spain and in the Catalan region. Even though solidary economy projects produce less than three per cent of the total Catalan GDP[footnoteRef:7] and thus represent a marginal phenomenon in macro-economic numbers, the economic development of the solidary economy sector since 2008 becomes evident when considering the available information on the number of participating projects, individuals involved and the euro’s circulating with this alternative economy. The number of members of the network organizations XES (Catalonia), REAS (the whole Spanish state) and the finance cooperative Coop57 (active both in Catalonia and the rest of Spain) indicate the steady increase of projects over the period 2008-2014 in both Catalonia and Spain. These numbers are illustrated in Figure 1.  [7:  This percentage is provided by COOPCAT (2014), and refers to the total contribution of Catalan cooperatives to the Catalan economy in 2011. As mentioned, not all cooperatives will comply with the definition of solidary economy, which makes the contribution of the solidary economy even less. Exact numbers about solidary economy projects are, however, not available. ] 




Figure 2: Evolution of Solidary Economy Projects in Spain and Catalonia (2008-2014)

Source: REAS (2014), Coop57 (2014) and the XES

Without any exception, these organizations experienced an increasing number of participating projects. Within the Catalan region, the XES has grown from 53 associated members in 2008 to 85 in 2014 (60, 38 per cent), while Coop57 experienced a spectacular increase from 154 projects in 2008 to 420 projects in 2014 (172, 73 per cent).  The same indication of development can be seen with respect to the available information on the number of individuals that are involved in the solidary economy (Figure 3) and the financial contributions to the solidary economy (Figure 4). In the period of 2008 to 2014, more people have become involved as either paid or voluntary worker in the Spanish solidary economy (the absolute numbers indicate an increase from 9.235 workers in 2008 to 26.414 in 2014), while the number of individual members of key organizations such as Coop57 has increased (in absolute numbers, from 404 members in 2008 to 1.714 in 2014). Also, as an indicator of an increase in the total value of money circulating within the solidary economy and how much people are willing to invest, Coop57 has received almost 25 million euros in 2014 from individual contributions of Coop57 members, which is more than five times the amount of 2008.



Figure 3: People in the solidary economy 2008-2014

Sources: REAS(2014) and Coop57 (2014b).

Figure 4: Financial contribution to the solidary economy 2008-2014

Source: Coop57 (2014b)

4.1.3. The development of the Catalan solidary economy 2008-2014 in stories
Yet it would be rather blunt to analyze the success of the Catalan solidary economy merely on the basis of the available numbers. As an alternative ‘post-capitalist’ economy, the Catalan solidary economy has been constructed in a relatively very short period when compared to the whole developmental process that the capitalist economy has experienced from its very beginning until today. Therefore, it is more interesting to consider the different phases that the Catalan solidary economy has been through since its first origins in the middle of 1990s and to analyze the key steps that have been made in this construction process within the context of the financial and economic crisis from 2008-2014. 
The solidary economy arrived in Catalonia not in the form of an established economic reality, but as a concept that started to be used to refer to an already existing economic reality of different cooperatives and organizations in Catalonia. According to the website of the XES and the XES-executive that has been interviewed for this thesis, the origins of the solidary economy can be traced back to the middle 1990s and early 2000s, when the representatives of the Catalan cooperative sector started to get in touch with the Brazilian cooperative movement and got involved within a process of reflection and debate on how to further develop their projects (Xarxa d’Economia Solidària, 2015) (Interview XES, 2:50-4:04). As a result of this transnational debate, which was continued during the 1st World Social Forum (WSF) in Porto Alegre in 2001, the idea of integrating the different existing cooperative realities within Catalonia under the umbrella of the concept ‘solidary economy’ was born and got formalized with the establishment of the XES in February 2003. Amongst the constitutive members were representatives from different worker cooperatives, such as the car construction cooperative Mol-Matric, the insurance cooperative Arç and Coop57 (Xarxa d’Economia Solidària, 2003). 
Since the establishment of the XES in 2003 until the present, a large variety of initiatives have been employed which further the construction of the concept and economic reality of the Catalan solidary economy. Especially in the period since the outbreak of the financial and economic crisis in Spain in 2008, key steps have been made in this process. A number of steps are particularly worthwhile to mention. First, as already indicated above in Figure 4, finance cooperative Coop57 has turned into a financial flywheel for the solidary economy sector by attracting a spectacular increase of financial capital. Also it has been able to expand the total size of the loans it provides to projects which work on the basis of solidary economy principles from a year total of 3.5 million euros in 2008 to more than 8. 6 million euros in 2014, while at the same time increasing the number of projects it yearly finances from 87 in 2008 to 210 in 2014. The growth of Coop57 as a source of financial resources has been incredibly important for the solidary economy, since the availability of financial capital has facilitated the start-up of more than 1350 projects in different sectors of the economy by October 2014 (Coop57 S.C.C.L., 2014b), thus increasing the presence of solidary economy alternatives to the production, consumption and distribution of an increasing variety of products and services[footnoteRef:8].   [8:  The following sectors have now been covered by the projects that are financed by Coop57: housing and construction, communication and new technologies, food and just commerce, services for the inclusion of excluded persons and communities, culture, environment and sustainability, and education. For an illustration of how many projects are financed by Coop57 in one semester in different sectors, see Coop57 (2014c).] 

Second, one of the most noticeable stories within the development of the solidary economy in recent years is that of energy cooperative Som Energia. Started by a small group of students and teachers of the University of Girona with a passion for sustainability and with the help of a start-up loan from Coop57,  Som Energia has grown to over 15.000 members throughout the whole of Spain, provides sustainable energy to 22.000 Spanish households by July 2014, has 15 local groups within different cities in different Spanish regions, has six operational solar and biogas installations and has become a serious player on the Spanish energy-market (Som Energia, 2014). Because of its spectacular arrival on the energy market that was dominated by an energy provider oligopoly for years, Som Energia has become one of the most visible examples of the solidary economy – it has attracted the attention from both national and international media (see for examples Benitez, 2014; La Vanguardia, 2013; The Guardian, 2012) – and shows that developing viable alternatives to and within the established capitalist economy is actually possible. Furthermore, Som Energia provides the solidary economy with a very powerful player in one of the strategic sectors of the capitalist economy.  
Third, in addition to the success stories of already existing and functioning projects in terms of offering services – of which Som Energia can be seen as the most prominent example – there has been a lot of valuable experimenting in the solidary economy scene with setting up additional economic infrastructure. For example, the XES has started to construct an alternative social currency for the solidary economy, the EcoSol, which potentially enables to disconnect the solidary economy from the euro and the conventional economy in which the euro is used (Mercat EcoSol, 2015). Even though this alternative currency is not yet fully operative, both citizens and solidary economy producers have been able to experiment with using this alternative currency during the Fira d’Economia Solidària de Catalunya (FESC), the annual fair that has been organized since 2012 to make the presence of the solidary economy more visible to the Catalan public. And, online tools such as an electronic solidary economy market and an EcoSol-app are being built with help of members of the cultural cooperative La Ciutat Invisible and tested to facilitate the introduction of the EcoSol in the (near) future (Interview XES,44:55-46:54). A second example of valuable infrastructural experimentation is the case of Fiare Banca Etica, a project that aims to establish a solidary economy bank in Catalonia. This project was already envisioned in 2003, but materialized within Catalonia only in 2009 and with help of the Italian Banca Populare Etica when the first Catalan Fiare bank office was opened in Barcelona. Fiare Banca Etica is not yet fully operational, since it has been unable to establish all necessary resources to start offering checking and savings accounts for individual clients. However, with help of the Italian Banca Populare Etica, it has been able to gather the 5 million euro of capital the Spanish national bank requires in order to get a banking license, while it counts with around 5.000 members (of which around 700 are entities, around 4.300 are physical individuals) (Interview Fiare, 6:42-7:59). 
Fourth and last, the solidary economy has become politically increasingly relevant. It is more politically relevant, because of the aforementioned factors:  the solidary economy scene as a whole has been growing in the number of people that are involved, the number of projects that are established and the total value of circulating money in the economy and a project like Som Energia is taking an increasingly prominent role within the strategic energy sector. These factors have turned the solidary economy scene into an economic reality that is present within the current political system and which is an actor that government bodies have to take into account. Furthermore, the solidary economy has been able to officially make its way into the political arena by agreeing upon contracts with local government administrations. On June 11, 2014, the Catalan municipality of Sant Celoni published an official press release in which it announced itself to become the first municipality in Spain to run on 100 percent renewable energy sources provided by Som Energia  (Ajuntament de Sant Celoni, 2014). At the same time, in December 2013 Coop 57 has been able to agree with the municipality of Molins de Rei that the local administration and Coop57 will cooperate to promote the establishment of the solidary economy in the local territory (Coop 57 S.C.C.L., 2013). A last relevant political function of the solidary economy is the role of Coop57 as a subsidy provider. In a crisis context that has been characterized by cuts in government subsidies, Coop57 has been able to finance projects which saw their subsidies cut and keep those projects that could fit within a solidary economy alive (Interview Coop 57, 49:05-49:40). 

4.1.4 Reflections on the success of the Catalan solidary economy 2008-2014

As has become clear from the above, the Catalan solidary economy has developed rapidly since the outbreak of the financial and economic crisis in 2008. Even though the solidary is a minor economic phenomenon in term of its contribution to the Catalan GDP, it is fair to state that the development of the solidary economy in Catalonia since 2008 can be regarded as a success. The available numbers indicate an increase of solidary economy projects, number of participants and total value of the solidary economy expressed in circulating euros. Furthermore, key steps have been made with regards to the construction of an alternative economic system through the development of Coop57 as a financial vehicle, the explosive rise of Som Energia as a player on the energy market, experiments with the EcoSol as an alternative currency and the construction of Fiare as a solidary economy bank. At the same time, links with local government administrations have started to materialize and Coop57 has been able to assume the role of subsidy provider for projects that saw their subsidies from the government cut. 
However, it is paramount to emphasize that these successes have been booked in a period that has been turbulent for the solidary economy scene, to say the least. Similar to every other sub-section of the contemporary economy, the financial and economic crisis did heavily alter the context within which the solidary economy projects are active, complicating the preservation of jobs and projects within the solidary economy scene. Also, the relationship with the government has not been entirely rosy. Clashes between representatives of the solidary economy scene and the Spanish and Catalan authorities are rife within the story of the solidary economy. An example that stands out is the violent eviction of the squatted urban center Can Vies in May 2014 by the mossos d’esquadra police forces of the Generalitat (Catalan government), despite of heavy resistance of solidary economy entities such as La Ciutat Invisible, XES and Coop57 and  as a result of which the solidary economy lost an important space in which solidary economy activities were employed (Burgen, 2014b). Also, new government laws on Spanish solar energy production formed a serious challenge for the continuation of Som Energia (Red de Redes de Economia Alternativa y Solidaria, 2013) and a new law on cooperatives which aims to shift the definition of the cooperative towards resembling ‘normal’ enterprises within a capitalist market economy (Coop 57 S.C.C.L., 2014a). 
In the light of these challenges the development of the solidary economy since 2008 is remarkable, especially when compared to other protest realities which have been present in Catalonia in the same period. The widely known 15-M protests in May 2011 are the primary example. These formed the onset of the global Occupy movement and made the front-pages of newspapers worldwide. However, despite the mass attention for the movement that occupied the city squares also of Barcelona, the demands of the 15-M did not materialize by 2014. There have been successful campaigns in the wake of the 15-M 2011, such as the successful efforts of the PAH to renegotiate the remaining mortgage debts of individual home evicted citizens, but these efforts did not practically construct an alternative system of such a width as that of the solidary economy. In fact, the protests of the 15-M resulted in the formulation of the government proposal to reform the existing Ley de Seguridad Ciudadana to raise the fines on civil disobedience actions such as trying to block home evictions to 30.000 euros and participating in escraches to 1.000 euros, thus limiting the space for future protest actions (Águeda, 2013). 
The successes of the solidary economy in Catalonia since 2008 beg the question of why this has happened: What explains the success of the solidary economy in Catalonia in the period 2008-2014? This question, which is the central research questions of this thesis, will serve as the guideline for the next section of this chapter, in which the Gramscian approach that was introduced in the theoretical chapter will be used to illuminate the different elements that have been in play in the construction of the success of the solidary economy in Catalonia. 

[bookmark: _Toc427796336]4.2. Explaining the rise of the Catalan solidary economy 

The present section of the empirical chapter provides the explanatory narrative or explanans of this thesis’ central phenomenon – the success of the solidary economy in Catalonia in the period 2008-2014 –which is required to answer the central research question. As follows from the theoretical and methodological chapters, the explanatory narrative has been constructed on the basis of a Gramscian historical material critical theoretical perspective. The choice for this theoretical perspective entails that the subsequent narrative revolves around two core elements. First, in line with the method of historical structures of Cox, the narrative discusses the (changes in) the Catalan social relations of production – made up of ideas, material capabilities and institutions – and the opportunities that this/these (changes in) the social relations of production created for the solidary economy to experience successful development in the period 2008-2014. Furthermore, in order to explain the success of the Catalan solidary economy it is important to discuss which agents did use the different opportunities which the social relations of production provided them to further the development of the Catalan solidary economy. In the discussion of both the configuration of the Catalan social relations of production and how various agents acted upon opportunities, more specific Gramscian concepts, such as those of the historic bloc, (counter-)hegemony, organic intellectuals, common sense and philosophy of praxis have been used to further illuminate the mechanisms that have been in play in the rise of the solidary economy in Catalonia. 
The following narrative start with the discussion of the Catalan social relations of production and opportunities for agency. This discussion has been subdivided in three paragraphs, each going into different relevant elements. The first paragraph discusses the transformation of the Spanish-Catalan political economy in the context of the financial and economic crisis. The second paragraph focuses on the increase of popular dissent with the government management of the crisis-hit economy and the emergence of the indignado-movement. The third paragraph discusses the Catalan historical experience with alternative economic systems and how this experience has been consolidated and plays a role in the contemporary context.

4.3.1. The configuration of the Catalan social relations of production and opportunities for agency
The transformation of the Spanish political economy in crisis times and its political consequences 

The first element that is important to discuss if one wants to understand the changing configuration of the Catalan social relations of production and the opportunities which these have created for activist entails the transformation of the Spanish political economy in the context of the economic crisis of 2008-onwards and the public response that these changes have generated. Before the financial and economic crisis hit Spain in 2008, the Catalan economy as part of the Spanish national economy performed relatively well. Since it accession to the European Community in 1986, but especially since the mid-1990s, the Spanish economy presented positive growth numbers. The Spanish GPD per capita increased spectacularly from 11.800€ in 1995 to 15.935€ in 2000 and even 24.274€ in 2008 (Extensión Datos Macro, 2015) and in the decade following 1995, 7 million jobs were created (I. López & Rodríguez, 2011). As a result of these positive numbers, the Spanish economy was internationally admired and referred to with terms like the ‘Spanish bull’, in line with terms for other strongly developing economies such as that of Ireland’s ‘Celtic tiger’.
	In Gramscian terms, the Spanish political and economic model before the crisis can be discussed as a hegemonic project, underpinned by particular ideas about the economy that were connected to a specific model of production and promoted by a specific hegemonic political and economic class. As different researchers have stated (see for example Charnock, Purcell, & Ribera-Fumaz, 2014; López & Rodríguez, 2011; Royo, 2013), the ‘Spanish Model’ of the economy on the long run can be defined by a firm faith in private property ownership as the solid basis for the economy. As Lopez and Rodriguez note, this economic idea of promoting private property ownership can be traced back to the 1950s, when the Francoist minister for housing stated he wanted to create “a country of proprietors, not proletarians” (I. López & Rodríguez, 2011, p. 6). Even though the Spanish economy has been through a lot of changes since the Francoist era, such as accession to the European Economic Community in 1986 and the European Monetary Union (EMU) in 1999, the focus on housing and private property has been maintained. As an illustration, the private home ownership rates in Spain surpass those of the UK constantly in the period 1950-2007 (I. López & Rodríguez, 2011, p. 7). 
The dominant idea of private ownership as a solid economic basis has been connected to a specific model of economic production, in which key roles are allocated to different economic and political actors in the value chain of the private property sector. A specific powerful actor within the Spanish model of production is the caja. Cajas are savings banks that are used within the Spanish economy as pivotal lending institutions which offer credits such as mortgages to individual costumers, but also are a major source of investment in property construction projects. To illustrate how important the cajas are for the Spanish economy: approximately 94 per cent of the credit process in Spain runs through the caja-system (Royo, 2013, pp. 637–638). A key element of the Spanish cajas is that they are not private actors such as savings banks in other countries. Instead, the cajas are semi-public entities that are closely connected to the Spanish political system. Traditionally, each Spanish region has its own caja entity (Catalonia has the Caixa, Valencia Bankia, Madrid Caja de Madrid), which is administered by depositors, employees, but also by local political representatives (I. López & Rodríguez, 2011, p. 17). The Spanish political class saw the promotion of the property sector as a state issue, and this political opinion was shared by both the conservative PP and the social democrat PSOE-governments, as well as by the different governments of the autonomous communities such as the Catalan governments of Convergencia i Unió. As such, the links between the boards of the banks and local elites are very short and produces a financial and political elite that is distributed amongst cajas, local and national administrations and other entities implied in the production chain revolving around the caja-funded construction sector. Perhaps the most prominent representative of this Spanish elite is Rodrigo Rato, who was Minister of Economics in the PP-government between 1996 and 2004, and after his presidency of the IMF continued as the president of the Bankia caja.  
The explosion of the global financial and economic crisis in 2007 and 2008 exposed the fragility of the Spanish economy model and confronted the Spanish elite with a myriad of problems. First, the financial position of the Spanish government was heavily affected, as the government budget went from a budget surplus of 1.9 per cent relative to its GDP in 2007 to recording high deficits in the period since 2007 with 11,2 per cent deficit in 2009 as a negative peak (BBC News, 2013b). The government response to this ‘sovereign debt crisis’ was a series of austerity measures and cuts in public spending. These measures were first initiated by the Zapatero PSOE-government of in 2010 – after Zapatero initially denied that Spain would even be affected by the crisis – and were continued and intensified by the PP-government of Mariano Rajoy that took over power after winning the elections in 2011 (Charnock et al., 2014, p. 112). Austerity measures included for example cuts in education, health care, and transportation, increases of VAT and other tax rates and reforms in the pension system (The Economist, 2010). Also, an extensive labor market reform was implemented by the Rajoy administration, which included an increased flexibilization that facilitated short-term contracts and weakened the position of workers vis-à-vis employers (Charnock et al., 2014, p. 112). In addition to the miserable status of government finance, the Spanish financial sector were heavily affected by the crisis and in need of government rescue. The Spanish financial sector came into trouble as the cajas were stuck with vast amounts of worthless credit and were at the brink of collapsing with millions of Spaniards in risk of losing their savings money (for a detailed discussing of the problems of the Spanish financial sector see for example Cardenas, 2013 and Charnock, Purcell, & Ribera-Fumaz, 2014). As a result, the Spanish government nationalized Bankia (the fourth largest caja in the country) for €4.5 billion in May 2012 (de Barrón, 2012), while the European Union bailout fund had to rescue Bankia again, along with three other cajas in November 2012 for a total of €37 billion to keep the failing Spanish banking system alive (Tremlett, 2012). These difficulties with which the Spanish elites were confronted resulted in heavy critiques of the Spanish Model in the national and international press and weakened the hegemonic position that the project and its promotors enjoyed for decades. In the international press, the image of Spain as an example of successful integration into the European Union was quickly left behind and replaced by expressions of worry (Schuman, 2010), critiques of the Spanish austerity politics (Kadlec, 2012) and analyses of where it all went wrong (Mallet & Johnson, 2012). In the Spanish press, first PSOE prime minister Zapatero became the target of critique. Former PP-prime minister Aznar stated Zapatero should resign (El Mundo, 2010), and lists of Zapatero-errors started to recur in newspaper articles (La Voz Libre, 2010). 
In addition, the main actors which had promoted the Spanish model quickly lost the support of the Spanish citizens, who heavily felt the consequences of the model’s economic failure. Unemployment increased dramatically in the context of the crisis, from 1.7 million people (8.4 per cent of the active population) in 2005 to a record of 6.2 million (27.6 per cent) in 2013 (Gómez, 2013). Especially for the young, the situation on the labor market deteriorated quickly. From 2007 to 2014, youth unemployment tripled from 18.2 per cent in 2007 to 53.8 per cent in 2014, the highest level of youth unemployment in the whole European Union (El Diario, 2014; Europa Press, 2013). For many Spanish youngsters, the crisis did not only destroy their work, but also forced them to stay live with their parents (since they could not afford a place for themselves) and hopping from temporary contract to temporary contract, often for low-skilled jobs (Buck, 2014). In addition to the incredible amount of people who lost their jobs and the blurred perspectives for youngsters on the labor market, a very painful reality emerged on the housing market. As a result of mortgage-related problems, home evictions have started to become regular practice in Spain and since 2008 has forced people to leave their homes in more than 360.000 cases with average of 146 evictions per day (Torrús, 2015). The public blamed Zapatero and his PSOE party for the Spanish problems. In the 2011 general elections, the PSOE recorded an historic loss of around 4 million voters and had to hand power over to the PP (Rojo, 2011). However, the public rejection did not concentrate only on one political party. Instead, popular trust in different aspects of the existing political system declined heavily. As an illustration, in the European Social Survey of 2014, Spanish politicians and political parties were given a score of 1.9 on a scale of 10, while political institutions such as the Spanish parliament received a meager 3.4, the lowest valorization of the decade (El Público, 2014). Another example of the Spanish identification of the political establishment as a whole with the crisis is the term ‘PPSOE’, which refers to both the PP and the PSOE and became an established term of protest. Furthermore, the financial leaders that had played a role in the construction of the housing bubble became targets of public protest and rage, especially after figures such as Bankia president Rodrigo Rato were linked to corruption and became targets of public witch hunts  (Burgen, 2014a).  
In summary, in the context of the crisis, the Spanish model of the economy as an hegemonic project experienced a weakening of its position. After the burst of the housing bubble and the financial problems of the central caja-sector, the Spanish government was confronted by a sovereign debt crisis which it tried to manage by the implementation of fierce austerity measures. The inability of the Spanish model to continue to provide the welfare as it did in the years before the crisis was translated in a loss of credibility for the Spanish model and its key actors. Public confidence in the Spanish political and financial system declined. As we will see in the next paragraph of this section, the failure of the hegemonic Spanish model of the economy gave counter-hegemonic forces more room for agency. In fact, the weakening position of the Spanish model can be partly attributed to the agency of counter-hegemonic actors in the context of crisis. 

Protest realities and crisis times: from the okupas to the 15-M 2011

The crackdown of the Spanish economic model has been used by various counter-hegemonic agents or social forces to further the weakening of the position of the hegemonic Spanish political and economic class and to promote alternatives. Before it will be discussed which strategies these counter-hegemonic forces employed and how these strategies and forces relate to the solidary economy, it is first important to notice that the counter-hegemonic forces that were active during the crisis did not arise out of blue but built upon a protest scene that was active in Catalonia before the crisis. 
As Juris (2010), Flesher-Fominaya (2014) and Martinez (2007) argue, the post-Francoist Spanish and Catalan experiences with counter-cultural movements can be traced back to the 1980s and 1990s. At the time, one of the most dominant movements was the okupa squatter movement, which transformed urban spaces in squatted social centers that served for cultural purposes such as concerts and also were used for debates and had an important role in spreading radical political ideas. In the 2000s, Barcelona had an active alternative scene that united the already existing squatter initiatives, activists from Zapatista networks and feminist and environmental movements under the flag of the Movement for Global Resistance (MRG). This movement participated in transnational events such as the World Social Forum and demonstrated against the World Bank and the IMF (Juris, 2010, p. 147). It was around that same time that the already existing Catalan cooperatives that were discussed before got into contact with Brazilian counterparts, attended the World Social Forum in Porto Alegre and adopted the concept of the ‘solidary economy’ to refer to the existing cooperative experiences. Juris’ work (2010, p. 148) on the Barcelonese MRG makes clear that the Barcelonese protest scene of the time already promoted ideals and organizational principles that are similar to that of the solidary economy which were discussed before: a fierce critique of neoliberal capitalism in combination with a promotion of non-hierarchical decentralized decision-making, self-management, self-organization and direct action. Various activists that were interviewed for this thesis confirm that their roots lie in the scene of that time. The activist from the Cooperativa Integral Catalana, for example, described himself as a “professional revolutionary” and referred multiple times to his presence at the WSF in Porto Alegre (Interview CIC, 5 March 2014), while the activist of the Can Battlo squatted social center indicated he had been active in the cooperative scene since the early 1990s (Interview Can Battlo, 6 March 2014). Another group that was already present in Catalonia was the V de Vivienda, a precursor to the PAH-movement that became a prominent group in the fight against home evictions during in the context of the crisis (Flesher Fominaya, 2015). Even though the interviewees of this thesis have not elaborated upon the relationship between the different activist movements at the time – which makes it impossible to discuss to what extent the scene of the 2000s (until 2008) can be seen as a Gramscian counter-hegemonic project –  it can be fairly stated that in the Catalonia before the crisis different counter-hegemonic groups with similar sympathies were already working towards an alteration of the political system. 
	In the context of the economic and financial crisis, the alternative scene in Catalonia rose in revolt against the established political and economic system and its management of the crisis, using the failure of the Spanish model and the lost credibility in the system to further critique against the hegemonic system, or, in Gramscian terms, took up a role as activist organic intellectuals to develop the radical potential of the common sense of the Spanish population. One of the first high profile actions that can be marked as such an organic intellectual strategy of activating a radical common sense in Catalonia was the bank robbery by activist Enric Duran in 2009. Duran managed to withdraw €492.000 from 39 different financial entities and used this money to spur critique against the economic and political system by covering the streets of Barcelona with the pamphlet Crisi and by investing in anti-capitalist projects such as his own Cooperativa Integral Catalana (CIC) . Under the name of ‘Robin Bank’ – after Robin Hood – Duran attracted attention from local and national media and became a well-known representative of the Catalan activist scene (J. García, 2009; N. García, 2008). However, the central momentum of counter-hegemonic contestation against the prevailing political and economic system were the mass street protests and square occupations which started on 15 May 2011 and became known as the 15-M protests. Organized by different groups of activists which originated in the activist scene of the 2000s described above (for a detailed geneological approach of the 15-M and a more detailed description of the links between the 15-M and various activist groups, see Flesher Fominaya, 2014), the 15-M represented a major victory for the activist scene. During the 15-M, hundreds of thousands of Spaniards took to the streets of various cities and were united on the basis of a rejection of the hegemonic system and hegemonic class. Signs that were used reflected the message of rejection clearly: “Real Democracy Now: we are not goods in the hands of politicians and bankers!” (Álvarez, 2011). In the days after the mass street demonstrations, protestors occupied the central squares of various Spanish cities and stayed there for weeks. In Barcelona, the central Plaça de Catalunya remained occupied until May 27 2011, when it was ‘swiped’ by the mossos d’esquadra, the Catalan police forces (Oms & Mondelo, 2011). 

The 15-M  and its relevance for the development of the Catalan solidary economy 

The 15-M protests were a crucial event for the activist scene as a whole and for the development of the Catalan solidary economy movement in particular. First, the 15-M protests were a victory in the process of activating a radical common sense among a large representation of the Spanish population. This change in the popular common sense was able to further weaken the position of the hegemonic Spanish model political project and the Spanish political elite against which activist groups had been battling for a longer time. At the same time, the position of the anti-establishment opinions of activist actors vis-à-vis those expressed by the establishment itself strengthened considerably. Opinion research that was conducted shortly after the 15-M 2011 indicated that the criticisms that were expressed during the 15-M protests were shared by a large majority of the population. 63 Percent of Spaniards expressed sympathy towards the 15-M, 81 per cent thought that the 15-M movement was right in the issues it addressed, while 84 per cent supported the claim that the 15-M movement mentioned problems that were relevant to ordinary citizens. By means of illustration, at the same time, 90 per cent of the Spaniards supported the claim that the traditional political parties should listen more to the ordinary man and 70 per cent indicated that they did not feel represented by any political party (Garea, 2011). Furthermore, the support for the 15-M proved to be stable. Two years after the protests of 2011, still 63 per cent expressed sympathy towards the 15-M, while 78 per cent thought the 15-M movement was right in the issues it addressed (Garea, 2013). 
	Second, the massive attention and support for the 15-M gave activists from all kinds of different groups the opportunity to make important steps in the process of constructing of what in Gramscian terms would be described as a counter-hegemonic project. As discussed in the theoretical chapter, the construction of a counter-hegemonic project starts in the ideational realm and entails both the development of a critique of the hegemonic system and the elaboration of alternative worldviews or a common philosophy of praxis. The process of elaborating both elements (critique and alternative ideas) got an important boost with the occurrence of the 15-M and in Barcelona was prominently started during the square occupations of the Plaça de Catalunya. Debates on all sorts of topics were held on the squares in various committees, and proposals were being constructed and voted upon in assemblies. The website of the 15-M Barcelona mentions committees on issues such as self-organization, culture, education, infrastructure, and the environment (Acampada BCN, 2015). These debate sessions in committees encapsulated exactly the Gramscian interaction between organic intellectuals and the masses. Experienced activists participated in debates with unexperienced but interested participants of the occupation. The CIC-founder that was interviewed for this thesis comments on the days on the square: 

“The 15-M represented a momentum of radical break. Although we did not organize the 15-M, we were present at the squares. I participated in debates. The 15-M initially was an important breaking point, but it lacked a fundament, consistency and continuity. The part of the 15-M which had most consistency I think was the PAH, which already was active before, and the activists who were already active before, us, for example. We were professionals, everyday activists with an experience of years. During the 15-M outburst, we helped with developing the movement in various themes with which we had experience: the economy, for example. Out of the debates we held a concrete proposal for a cooperative bank emerged, the Cooperativa d’Autofinançament Social en Xarxa (CASX), which has been further developed after the 15-M. The same happened with our project Ca la Fou (an ‘eco-industrial post-capitalist colony’). What the 15-M represents for our movement, was that suddenly we were approached by all kinds of people who were interested in proposals for doing things differently” (Interview CIC, 5 March 2014, 19:50-21:05)

Aside from the crucial process of interaction between experienced ‘organic intellectual’ activists and the unexperienced ‘masses’, the 15-M also was a moment of encounter between different activist groups. These included the PAH and the CIC, but also new groups such as Juventud  Sin Futuro, NGOs such as ATTAC España and representatives from different solidary economy projects, such as Coop57 and the XES. Even though there were and still are ideological and practical differences between different groups in the scene, the links between different groups were reinforced during and after the 15-M protests and square occupations. An exemplary outcome of these links is the abovementioned CASX cooperative bank, which is operated from within the CIC-network, but receives support from Coop 57 and FIARE. The most important outcome of the presence of multiple activist groups on the squares, however, has been that these groups were able to present themselves collectively to the public under the umbrella-labels of the ’15-M’ or the ‘indignados’, which were hyped in the media at the time. This collective presentation and identification with the 15-M as a political program that was being constructed simultaneously in the different committees on the squares, increased the public recognition of those activist groups significantly when compared to the period before the 15-M. The increase of public attention in the case of the solidary economy is recognized by Coop57  in the interview for this thesis: 
“What the 15-M generated was a political mobilization of people who weren’t mobilized before. What is also did, was that it generated a search for alternatives, and people discovered that alternatives already existed. A lot of people [ of the 15-M ] put forward that it was necessary to construct alternatives. Alternatives for banking, for example. What we did, was show that these alternatives were already existing, and that Coop 57 was one possible alternative. (Interview Coop57, 4 March 2014, 12:35: 13:40). From the very beginning of the 15-M received a lot of requests for explaining our project. That is what we did. (Interview Coop57, 4 March 2014, 24:24: 24:28)	
The positive relationship between the 15-M and the rise of the solidary economy is confirmed by both the numbers of Coop 57, which indicate a positive breaking point in the growth of financial contributions to Coop57 in 2011 (see Figure 4), and by the stories of the interviewees of the XES and Som Energia, who indicate that the XES and Som Energia experienced a rise in the developments of their projects since the 15M. However, even though not only the interviewee of Coop57, but also representatives from other projects who were interviewed for this thesis state that the 15-M was an important boost for the solidary economy, they do not fully identify themselves as the 15-M:  
We do identify ourselves with the activities of for example the PAH, and we do have members who are active in the 15-M, but we also have a lot of ‘ordinary’ citizens who are fed up with the system and are proud of being part of a cooperative that works towards change (Interview Som Energia, 26 February 2014, 47:50-48:10)
Ideologically speaking we are close to the 15-M movement. However, Coop57 is not the 15-M and the 15-M is not Coop 57. I think it is better to speak of a relationship of ‘confluence’. (Interview Coop57, 4 March 2014, 24:30-24:58)
If we put the relationship between the solidary economy movement and the 15-M in the theoretical terms of a counter-hegemonic project that were discussed in the theoretical chapter, the solidary economy movement could be seen as one of the many different branches that identify themselves with the political program of counter-hegemonic 15-M tree, and which all exert different functions within the larger counter-hegemonic whole. In the theoretical chapter, the activities of solidary economy projects were theorized as prefigurative practices, which concretely entailed that solidary economy projects can contribute to further developing the counter-hegemonic project’s philosophy of praxis. In the case of the 15-M and the solidary economy movement, however, the relationship of counter-hegemonic movement-prefigurative branch only partially captures the whole picture. Since the prefigurative practices of the solidary economy movement were already were present before the 15-M took place (Coop57 already existed, so did the XES, La Ciutat Invisible and many other projects), this implies that the solidary economy scene cannot be automatically identified as the prefigurative branch of the 15-M. A more accurate picture is that the 15-M generated an outburst of critique on the hegemonic system, revolving importantly around issues with which the solidary economy movement could identify itself: democracy and the political management of the economy. The solidary economy then reached out to the 15-M to help give the movement more consistency and assisted in the construction of new projects, such as in the case of the CASX. However, this begs the question of why the solidary economy was already present in Catalonia before the 15-M took place. This question will be answered in the next paragraph of this section, which places the solidary economy in a longer historical tradition of alternative economic organization in Catalonia. 

The solidary economy as the continuing of the Catalan cooperative experience

In order to trace the historical origins of  the solidary economy in Catalonia, it is necessary to go back in time to the late 19th and early 20th century. In relation to the rest of Spain, Catalonia was one of the first regions that had started to industrialize its economy (Rosés, 2003, p. 996). Also, dubbed ‘the factory of Spain’ (Ealham, 2010, p. 1), Catalonia became a stronghold predominantly for the national and international textile industry, inhibiting all kinds of factories which had different functions in the textile production process (machinery, paint production, dyeing, and chemical industry) (Dalmau Torvà & Miró i Acedo, 2010, p. 31). For the Catalan working class, life predominantly took place within the borders of the barris (Catalan for neighborhood), the urban areas surrounding the industry buildings. In the period from their creation at the end of the 19th century until the onset of the Spanish Civil War in 1936, the barris were the breeding space for working class resistance against the Catalan elites who controlled the factories. According to Ealham (2010, p. 27) the inhabitants of the barris had a specific social order to respond to the challenges with which they were confronted by the poor material circumstances of their environment. This social order of ‘mutualities of the oppressed’ consisted of a dense social network in which mutual aid was offered to those in need by the community. These community relationships were reproduced through family ties and protected by a clause which excluded those who misused the network from further aid. The social order of ‘mutualities of the oppressed’ created various forms of worker-organization. There were social centers or ateneus where debates were held, like in the neighborhood bars and cafés. As such, these social meeting places offered spaces within which (political) ideas and strategies for worker emancipation could be formulated. One of these strategies that was created was in fact a further institutionalization of the already existing social system of mutual aid and self-help: the cooperative. These cooperatives were in fact small enterprises which were governed by the workers of the cooperatives themselves, often by horizontal forms of decision-making in assemblies and were focused on producing all kinds of products for the community. 
 As Estivill Pascual, Garcia Jané, Valls Olivé and Via Llop (2013) argue, in the course of history the cooperative economic system of the barris has become associated with Catalan independence. This connection derives from the fact that the Catalan cooperatives are ideologically linked to the Catalan anarcho-syndicalist and socialist movement. In the historical periods during which the Catalan region was given more independence, such as during the period of the Second Republic (1931-1936), the Catalan anarcho-syndicalist movement, and specifically the Confederación Nacional de Trabajo (CNT), the anarcho-syndicalist trade union, were powerful political actors which stimulated the use of the cooperative system. For example, the prominent CNT-strategist and Minister of Industry in the Second Republic  Joan Peiró encouraged CNT-members to work in the cooperatives, since he believed in the educational and economic power of the cooperative spaces for the anarchist movement (Ealham, 2010, p. 52). As a result, the cooperative economy flourished in the Second Republic. Between 1931 and 1936, 536 cooperatives of all kinds of sectors were created and various leaders of the cooperative movement held executive positions in the Catalan government, the Generalitat. Favorable measures by the Catalan administration, including subsidies and the establishment of financial vehicles such as the Caixa the Credit Agricola i Cooperatiu let the sector grow. And, the celebration of the executive meeting of the International Cooperative Alliance of 1933 in Barcelona confirmed the status of Catalonia as an international breeding space for cooperatives (Estivill Pascual et al., 2013, p. 51). At the same time, during the historical periods of dictatorship by Primo de Rivera (1924-1931) and Francisco Franco (1939-1975), when both expressions of Catalan identity and political opposition from the anarcho-syndicalist movement were criminalized, the cooperatives functioned as underground networks for working class organization (Dalmau Torvà & Miró i Acedo, 2010, p. 65; Estivill Pascual et al., 2013, p. 50). Together with the ateneus, the clandestine cooperatives had an important role in maintaining a social infrastructure within which the Catalan culture could still be promoted. 
The solidary economy can be seen as a continuing of this Catalan history of cooperative experiences. As has been noted before, the Catalan solidary economy movement as a concept was born as a project of different cooperatives that were already existing during the 1990s. In fact, the argument can be made that the solidary economy is prominently present in Catalonia exactly because it is a continuation of the Catalan cooperative experience. The interviewee of the XES explains:
“The whole history of the anarchist and anarcho-syndicalist movement during the Second Republic has influenced us a lot. The workers collectives, the cooperatives, etcetera. These are forms of self-organization with which multiple generations have been brought up. We always had a very powerful civil society. I believe that this is the reason why more initiatives are established here [in Catalonia]  than in other parts of the Spanish state.” (Interview XES, 13 March 2014)
The civil society-argument that is made here refers to what in Gramscian terms can be described as the specific historical configuration of the Catalan common sense: the cooperative experience of self-organization is included as an historical residue within the Catalan common sense. These historical residues are very consistently used by the solidary economy movement as references to the connections between the solidary economy and the Catalan cooperative history. For example, the illustrations on the bills of the solidary economy EcoSol-currency are replications of the notes that were used in the clandestine cooperative economy during the Franco regime. In the next section and the last one of this chapter, it will be further discussed how these historical residues in the Catalan common sense and the above discussed elements of the crisis and the 15-M were used by the solidary economy movement to achieve the successes it has known in the period 2008-2014.

4.3.2. From favorable circumstances to actual achievement: the agency of the solidary economy movement
As has become clear from the above, the specific configuration of the Catalan social relations of production and the changes therein generated conditions that were favorable to the development of alternative practices such as the solidary economy. The crisis of the hegemonic Spanish Model weakened the position of the hegemonic Spanish class and its ideas of economic management, while strengthening the discontent amongst the Spanish population that was heavily affected by the consequences of the economic crisis and the following austerity measures. The rise of the 15-M movement was a catalyst for the anti-establishment sentiments of the Spanish population and gave the solidary economy the opportunity to engage with large groups of citizens who were politically mobilized for the first time and were actively searching for alternatives to the established ways of managing the economy. Furthermore, the Catalan historical experience with alternative economic practices in cooperatives and the way in which these experiences have been consolidated within the Catalan common sense establish a fertile ground specifically in Catalonia for the solidary economy (as a continuing of the historical cooperative tradition) to grow. However, the element that is still missing in this analysis is the element that connects these different favorable condition to the actual successes of the solidary economy: the issue of how the solidary economy scene has used these favorable conditions to further the development of the scene and how these strategies for development have been translated in actual development of the sector. These two issues are the at the core of the present and last section of this chapter. 

Taking advantage of the failing Spanish Model of the economy by offering strategic alternatives

With regards to the first of the three favorable elements, the increasing failure of the Spanish Model of the economy in crisis time, the solidary economy has responded by developing projects which further illuminate specific weaknesses of the Spanish model and show how the solidary economy can remedy the conventional economy’s shortcomings. Various examples of this strategic management of the solidary economy sector can be mentioned. The first and most prominent exemplary project is Som Energia, the energy cooperative which offers citizens 100 per cent sustainable energy and produces renewable energy with photovoltaic and biogas energy plants. Som Energia emerged out of a specific critique of the established economic system. The Spanish energy market had been dominated for years by an oligopoly of five major companies united in a powerful energy lobby, UNESA. As the Spanish energy prices kept rising, people increasingly got angry with the situation on the Spanish energy market and the short linkages between the UNESA companies and the Spanish political elite which ensured the energy oligopoly of protection by law (Cappa, 2013). As a cooperative enterprise that allowed ordinary citizens to become co-owners of their own energy company, Som Energia gave people the opportunity to participate themselves in battling the situation with which they were fed up. By switching to Som Energia, ordinary citizens could both weaken the economic position of the oligopoly and strengthen the position of the Som Energia alternative. Furthermore, through the local assemblies people were empowered, as they were enabled to decide on how the money they had invested in Som Energia would be spent. As such, the Som Energia project coupled the rising anger amongst citizens about the failure of the established system to provide energy for reasonable prices with offering an alternative with which citizens themselves could work towards a change of that model. At the moment, Som Energia is one of the best known proponents of the solidary economy. Since the start of the project with the help of a Coop57 loan in 2010, they have been able to grow to over 15.000 members throughout the whole of Spain, provides sustainable energy to 22.000 Spanish households by July 2014, has 15 local groups within different cities in different Spanish regions, has six operational solar and biogas installations and has become a serious player on the Spanish energy-market (Som Energia, 2014).
A second example of how the solidary economy has acted upon a failure of the established economic system is the Can Battlo squatted social center. Can Battlo, an old textile factory located in the middle of the Sants neighborhood in the center of Barcelona which had been abandoned for years, became a source of frustration for its neighbors when the local government of Barcelona announced it wanted to turn the area into a modern property project in 2000 (Utrera, 2000). For many of the Sants inhabitants, the old factory area had both an emotional value (either the people themselves or their ancestors had worked in the factory) and it had value for the neighborhood, since it was used for local markets and shops. As a reaction to the plans of the Barcelona government, which failed to communicate with the neighborhood about the local needs and their concerns, the neighborhood started to organize itself in a local committee , the Plataforma para Can Battlo, and started to take stock of the needs of the community. As a result, an alternative plan for the old factory area was developed by the committee. When the local government repeatedly failed to attract enough investment from project developers to start the construction of its project plan, the neighborhood committee decided to claim the Can Battlo area and occupied the terrain in July 2011 (H. López, 2011). With help from local solidary economy activists and projects, such as the XES and La Ciutat Invisible, the terrain has been transformed into a community, which exhibits a community library, has debate evenings, and concerts. In addition, with the help of La Ciutat Invisible, amongst others, a housing cooperative has been developed to offer affordable housing, especially to people that are facing the troubles of precariousness (unemployment or temporary low-wage work) as a result of the crisis. This housing cooperative is the first housing cooperative in Spain of its sort (Pauné, 2014) (Interview La Ciutat Invisible, 5 March 2014, 8:00-13:00). 
A third example is offered by Coop57, which has decided to use it financial capital to invest in projects that are on the brink of collapse when the crisis-hit government failed to pay subsidies. The Coop57 interviewee explains: 
Our relation with the government has not always been great. What we have been doing especially in the last three years, is accepting demands for temporary finance by projects that are waiting for their subsidies to be paid by the government. There are a lot of cases in which the government has promised a certain subsidy, but cannot meet its promises. In those cases, Coop57 has decided to support projects temporarily as they wait for their subsidies to be paid. This way, these projects can maintain their activities. It has been a debate within the organization if we should do this or not, but at the end, we have decided that the most important aspect is that entities keep functioning. (Interview Coop57, 4 March 2014, 48:48-49:40)
As such, Coop57 is able to integrate those projects which it considers to fit with the ideals of the solidary economy within the solidary economy sphere and preserve the jobs of people of for example the cultural sector. 
	What these three examples show, is that the solidary economy scene very consciously applies prefigurative tactics to show that in cases in which the hegemonic system is failing, the solidary economy is able to offer viable alternatives. These activities can be seen as what in the theoretical chapter has been described as the prefigurative functions of performance, infrastructure and experimentation: solidary economy act upon exposed weaknesses of the hegemonic project by practically performing the economic ideal that is envisioned by the movement, further crystallizes particular aspects of the economic ideal in practice – such as experimenting with housing cooperatives in an already occupied terrain – and simultaneously constructs valuable economic infrastructure for the further development of the movement. In the next paragraph of this section, it will be discussed how the solidary economy movement has used the 15-M momentum to spur the development the scene. 

Taking advantage of the 15-M momentum: from the squares to the barris and the general public

As we have seen before, the 15-M movement created a momentum that was of considerable importance to the solidary economy. The mass outburst of people on the squares politicized large groups of people who were not politicized before and generated a search for alternatives to the established ways of managing society and the economy. Already on the occupied Plaça de Catalunya,, activists from initiatives like the Cooperativa Integral Catalana and Coop57 were acting as organic intellectuals by participating in debates and sharing their ideas about economic organization with the participants of the protests. However, as has become clear from the research of this thesis, the valuable interaction between organic intellectual activists and the ‘mass’ of the population did not just take place on the occupied squares of the 15-M. Instead, the deliberative process that was started on the squares was quickly transferred to local assemblies in the Catalan barris: 
When you did not see these images anymore of peoples on the squares on television or in the newspapers, what actually happened was that in the barris groups of people started to work. Maybe in a form that was invisible to the larger public, but they continued working. (Interview Coop57, 4 March 2014, 23:50-24:09)
One of the main activities of solidary economy projects and activists after the 15-M momentum was to continue the interaction between organic intellectuals and the people by giving chats or charlas/xerradas (in Spanish/Catalan) about the projects which they organized. These charlas were referred to by multiple interviewees of different organizations as one of their core activities and necessary work to further the development of the solidary economy network. Within the research of this thesis it has not been possible to quantify the exact number of chats that have been held in the wake of the 15-M protests. However, to illustrate the incredible demand for presentations, the Som Energia board member that was interviewed for this thesis illustratively stated that the Som Energia core group was naïve to think that they could satisfy the demand for charlas by themselves. As Som Energia saw the importance of engaging with as many interested citizens as possible, they decided to ‘professionalize’ their organization by asking individual members of Som Energia to give charlas in their local communities.
“As time passed, we started to better know our members and asked if they would be interested in giving charlas about Som Energia themselves. The response we had was very positive. We gave our members all the material they needed and gave them the room to modify the standard format to better fit their local environment. This was actually the beginning of our local group structure. At the moment, these local groups mostly concentrate on the activist work, while we focus on the technical work of managing the installations and administrating contracts.” (Interview Som Energia, 26 February 2014, 14:50-15:20)
As follows from this example, the interaction between more experienced activist ‘organic intellectuals’ and interested citizens had multiple functions: these interactions served to inform people about the alternative economic realities that were already present and attracted new members to already existing solidary economy projects, but at the same time they also generated new ‘organic intellectuals’ in the form of enthusiastic members that started to fulfill activist tasks by themselves and further spread the message of the solidary economy. These practices did deliver results and were necessary in the process of developing the solidary economy, as Coop57 and the XES state. According to the interviewee of Coop57, after the 15-M it has been necessary to what he describes as ‘breaking circles’: 
The founding members of activist projects are always the most politicized and usually have a very militant attitude about what they are doing. I think that this is not necessarily a bad thing, but in order for a project to grow, you have to break this core circle of founding members, and open up to new people who are perhaps not as politicized and have different views on specific aspects. In Coop 57, for example, we have a lot of people who think differently, but they all share the vision that the way in which things work now is not the best and that a change is needed. (Interview Coop57, 4 March 2014, 20:50-21:36)
Thus, in order for the solidary economy to develop itself, it has been necessary to do two things: mobilize people outside of the core activist circle and open up the solidary economy project to new people by limiting the ideological program of the project to a basic ideological framework which expresses the core of the solidary economy principles but allows large groups of people with various views to connect to the project. In line with this observation, the solidary economy has been increasingly presenting itself as a sector as a whole in addition to specific charlas about specific projects. The major event for this general presentation is the Fira d’Economia Solidària de Catalunya (FESC), the annual fair that has been organized since 2012 to make the presence of the solidary economy more visible to the Catalan public. For the third year in a row, the fair has been able to achieve a spectacular increase of visitors. 17.000 people attended the 2014 edition, 5.000 more than the FESC of 2013 and 12.000 more than the first edition in 2012 (Masià, 2014). This mass event has taken the form of a mass meeting between activists of different projects and the wider public and has an extensive program of discussion and debates that is streamed online to maximize the public reach of the event. Furthermore, the FESC is being used to actively associate the solidary economy with other activist groups that are linked to the 15-M, which concretely means that prominent figures from other movements give speeches and underline their support of the solidary economy as part of a broader ‘counter-hegemonic movement’. During the latest edition of the FESC in October 2014, prominent participants from other movements included Ada Colau, the spokesperson of the Plataforma de Afectados por la Hipoteca (PAH), Marina Garcés, a Barcelonese professor of philosophy, member of the critical collective Espai en Blanc and a frequent contributor to the public debate on rethinking Spanish politics and radical alternatives and David Fernandez, an MP for the radical left party Candidatura d’Unitat Popular (CUP) in the Catalan parliament (FESC, 2014)

Taking advantage of the Catalan historical cooperative experience 

The third factor that has been identified as a favorable condition for the solidary economy to develop is that the solidary economy builds upon the Catalan historical experience of cooperatives, an experience that is included within the common sense of the Catalan population. In different respects, the solidary economy has used the association with the Catalan cooperatives of earlier times to promote the solidary economy project. First, a lot of activities that are organized take place in places that are historically linked to the cooperative movement and represent a symbolic value for the surrounding neighborhood, such as former ateneus or former cooperative factory buildings. The Som Energia charla that was visited for the research of this thesis was held in a former ateneu that is currently used for debates and courses. Similarly, the FESC is organized on a terrain of one of the old Barcelonese textile factories of the beginnings of the 20th century and the Can Battlo terrain has emotional value for the Sants neighborhood as the former working place of their ancestors. However, the mere use of the old physical infrastructures of the historical Catalan cooperative movement does not suffice to explain how the solidary economy has been able to take advantage of its association with the historical cooperative movement in Catalonia. After all, this infrastructure is also being used for a lot of other purposes and by a lot of different initiatives. 
	The solidary economy does a lot more to actively emphasize its connections with the cooperative movement. The best example of how the links with the historical cooperative movement are used to attract Catalans to the solidary economy project is offered by La Ciutat Invisible. This cultural cooperative and bookshop has made illuminating Catalonia’s cooperative history to the core of its existence. With the money La Ciutat Invisible generates from book sales and graphic design, it funds research of the historical cooperative experiences in Barcelona. This research has resulted in the publication of books, guides, a website (www.sants.coop) and a city tour that takes youngsters with less conscience about the Catalan cooperative history around key historical sites in their own neighborhoods (Interview La Ciutat Invisible, 5:04-6:52). These activities are exactly the type of activities that can be associated with the organic intellectual activity of activating specific elements of the common sense. By educating young Catalans about the shared Catalan experience of cooperative organization, La Ciutat Invisible contributes to motivating new generations of Catalans to engage with the cooperative movement, which in the contemporary context is represented by the solidary economy. As the interviewee from La Ciutat Invisible explained, all the activities that La Ciutat Invisible employs ultimately serve to visualize the contemporary cooperative reality in the city of Barcelona. 
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Conclusion 
This last chapter presents the answer to the main research question of this thesis, which has been: 
What explains the success of the solidary economy movement in the context of the current financial and economic crisis in Catalonia (2008-2014)?  
As has become clear from the previous chapter, the success of the solidary economy movement in the context of the current financial and economic crisis in Catalonia can be explained by considering the interplay between the specific configuration of the Catalan social relations of production and the way in which the solidary economy has acted upon the opportunities that these social relations of production offered the movement to stimulate its own development. The research of this thesis has shown that the arrival of the financial crisis in Spain in 2008 had a dramatic effect on the credibility of the hegemonic political and economic system in Spain. The financial crisis exposed the weaknesses of the Spanish Model of the economy, which was unable to continue to provide the welfare that it had provided in the years before the crisis, and of those actors that led the Spanish Model, the political and economic elites, which were blamed by the public for the lamentable situation of unemployment, crushed future perspectives and homelessness. The increasing disenchantment of the Spaniards with the political and economic establishment was translated in electoral losses, but most importantly into the emergence of a major momentum of dissent: the 15-M protests and square occupations in May 2011. The 15-M momentum politicized a lot of people who were not politically active before and generated a search for alternatives to the established political and economic system. Even though the solidary economy movement did not organize the 15-M protests, various activist of solidary economy projects were present on the occupied Plaça de Catalunya to participate in debates about topics with which they had experience and help further develop the 15-M movement. At the same time, as an already present alternative economic reality, the solidary economy movement was able to use the 15-M momentum to promote the projects it has already established and to mobilize interested citizens for participating in solidary economy initiatives. Specific tactics that have used by the solidary economy movement to stimulate the growth of the movement were the establishment of projects that addressed specific shortcomings of the Spanish Model of the economy, such as the Som Energia project which offered an alternative to the failing oligopoly on the Spanish energy market, the training of new activists amongst the newly mobilized members, the development of a yearly fair to promote the solidary economy as a whole and a loose identification with the 15-M movement and associated activist groups. The fact that the solidary economy developed most prominently in Catalonia can be explained by the specific configuration of the Catalan common sense, within which experiences with alternative forms of economic organization had been included as a result of the Catalan historical cooperative movement. The solidary economy movement deliberately generated information about and used references to the historical cooperative movement to activate the historical consciousness of young Catalans and attract new generations to the solidary economy movement. 
	The critical historical materialist Gramscian theoretical framework has been of great help to illuminate different elements that have been in play in the development of success of the Catalan solidary economy. Other than social movement studies and poststructuralist approaches, the Gramscian theoretical framework disposes of a specific conceptual toolbox that is equipped to capture the phenomenon of alternative economic organization fully and in accordance with the different aspects it entails. Unlike the non-critical theoretical social movement studies, the critical historical materialist Gramscian theoretical framework of this thesis has been able to capture the essence of the solidary economy movement as a movement that works towards the transformation of the established political system. And unlike critical poststructuralist approaches, the critical historical materialist Gramscian theoretical framework of this thesis has been able to consider both the ideational and the material dimensions of the solidary economy movement, while being able to connect changes in the material and ideational configuration of the structure to actual agency of the solidary movement to explain why the movement has been able to achieve success. Specific Gramscian concepts that were of help to expose the mechanisms in play were the concepts of ‘counter-hegemony’, ‘organic intellectuals’ and ‘common sense’. During the research of this thesis, these conceptual lenses helped to illuminate the role of solidary economy activists in the mobilization of new participants in the movement, while being able to reflect upon the relationship between the solidary economy movement and other movements such as the 15-M and the PAH. Furthermore, the concept of prefiguration proved to be a useful addition to the conventional Gramscian framework on counter-hegemony. With help of the concept of prefiguration, the specific role of the solidary economy within the larger whole of activist activities such as the mass street protests and square occupations of the 15-M has been explored. Also, the critical historical materialist Gramscian theoretical framework of this thesis was importantly able to emphasize the role of the specific temporal and spatial context in the explanation of why the solidary economy has been specifically successful in Catalonia and specifically in the context of the contemporary economic and financial crisis. The concept of the social relations of production allowed for researching the specificities of the Catalan region and the relevancy of the specific historical path of the region for the development of a solidary economy in this timeframe. These contextual elements  proved to be extremely helpful, since the role of the cooperative history of the Catalan region is an element that distinguishes Catalonia from other regions in Spain and has been specifically addressed by different solidary economy activists as a key factor in the success of their efforts in Catalonia.

Discussion and recommendations for further research 
However, critically reflecting upon the research of this thesis, it is important to discuss difficulties that have been encountered in the research process and to set out lines for further research. Regarding the critical historical materialist Gramscian theoretical framework of this thesis, one important critical remark must be made concerning the utility of the concept of counter-hegemony. Even though the concepts of revolving around the concept of counter-hegemony proved to be valuable to answer the research question, the concept of counter-hegemony was less suitable to capture the reality of the solidary economy movement, the 15-M and other movements such as the PAH. The main problem of the Gramscian concept of hegemony is that is a relatively static and gradual concept. Where authors such as Cox (1987) and Hall (1986) theorize the development of a counter-hegemonic project in conceptually attractive steps of ‘economic-corporate’, ‘class-corporate’ and ‘hegemonic’ phases that spills over from one class to many classes,  the reality of actual counter-hegemonic practices does not conform to this gradual model. In the case of the solidary economy, the 15-M and the PAH, these groups all have their own particular history and individual groups of people with which they are most closely associated. Their counter-hegemonic cooperation started at a specific point in time, during the 15-M, when these already existing individual realities met each other and pursued a common path afterwards. Thus, these groups as common vehicle were never organically linked to a specific hegemonic class within society. It would be a very interesting topic for further research to investigate to what extent the collective project of activist groups such as the PAH, the solidary economy and the 15-M can be linked to a newly forming precariat class in Spain. During the research of this thesis, the term ‘precariat’ was touched upon multiple times a term for a potential new political class.
Another possibly interesting subject of further research is the existence of transnational links between the solidary movement and solidary movement networks in Brazil, but also with self-management practices from Greece. Due to the specific focus on Catalonia in this thesis, it has not been possible to further research the actual status of this transnational dimension, but links between these group were found in the research process. It would be a highly relevant endeavor to further delve in the constitution of these transnational connections, especially in the current context of global economic crisis and with respect to the neo-Gramscian debate on the existence of a so-called Postmodern Prince (Gill, 2000; Sanbonmatsu, 2003; Stephen, 2009). 
	 Furthermore, the acquisition of data has been a difficult point in the research process of this thesis. Since the solidary economy is a sector that is currently under construction and has only recently started to document its progress in statistic numbers, it has been hard to find exact numbers about the size of the economy (expressed classic economic measurements such as the size of the workforce, percentage of GDP produced and economic growth rate). A solution to this problem was found by combining the available data of individual solidary economy projects with the numbers of the Spanish and Catalan solidary economy network organizations and to limit the statement about the size of the economy to mere indications of a growing trend. This solution has not been an ideal one, but fits with non-quantitative approach of this thesis. Since more data is currently becoming available through new monitoring initiatives from within the solidary economy such as the Balanç Social, statistical research about the solidary economy that can be used to add to our understanding of this phenomenon might be allowed for very soon.  
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List of interviews

	Organization 
	Interviewee
	Date  of Interview

	Som Energia
	Founding member 
	26 February 2014

	Som Energia
	Barcelona local group member
	3 March 2014

	Coop57
	Spokesperson, member
	4 March 2014

	Cooperativa Integral Catalana
	Founding member, executive
	5 March 2014

	La Ciutat Invisible
	Member, researcher
	5 March 2014

	Can Battlo
	Cooperative consultant
	6 March 2014

	Fiare Banca Etica 
	Spokesperson, member
	7 March 2014

	La Directa
	Spokesperson, member
	12 March 2014

	La Marea / Más Público
	Spokesperson, member 
	14 March 2014

	XES
	Executive
	13 March 2014



Evolution of solidary economy projects in Catalonia and Spain: 2008-2014
XES members relative growth	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	1	1.32	1.45	1.6	REAS members relative growth	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	1	1.02	1.31	1.41	Coop 57 members (Spain) relative growth	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	1	1.129999999999999	1.7	2.13	2.2400000000000002	Coop 57 members (Catalonia) relative growth	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	1	1.36	1.62	1.8900000000000001	2.12	2.56	Year
Increase relative to 2008 (2008 =1)
People in the solidary economy 2008-2014
Paid and voluntary workers in the Spanish solidary economy	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	1	1.48	1.82	2.44	Individual members of Coop57	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	1	1.3	1.6400000000000001	2.36	3.4099999999999997	4.1599999999999975	4.49	Year
Increase relative to 2008 (2008 =1)

Financial contribution to the solidary economy 2008-2014
Total of individual contributions to Coop 57 2008-2014 (Euros)
	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	4133157	6278630	8060552	10391765	15888603	21084983	24703597	Year
Total of individual contributions in Euros
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