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Abstract 

This master thesis will look through the eyes of NGO’s, being: Oxfam Novib, Save the Children and 

United Nations Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), at the relationship between 

climate change, displacement and conflict. Ethiopia is a very vulnerable country for the effects of 

climate change, due to its dependency on agricultural activities. In the recent past the country has 

experienced more frequent, intense and prolonged droughts, also floodings have took place. Experts 

claim that these circumstances are a direct effect of climate change, which have caused major 

problems, mainly concerning water and food provisions. This issue has created huge challenges for 

NGO’s working in Ethiopia, they call it a humanitarian disaster. These problems create more 

instability, which in turn creates higher risk for conflict. By comparing the documentations of NGO’s 

and the scientific literature on this topic, there is more insight in how these concepts relate to each 

other in the context of Ethiopia. The organisations have very similar views on how to deal with the 

effects of climate change and even share some projects together. They are very much working on 

emergency responses and providing for refugees. OCHA is also creating more structural changes in 

cooperation with the Ethiopian government in order to prevent that the effects of climate change 

cause famine and other disasters. All organisations fear that the effects of climate change will 

increase and that this will create more displacement and disputes over land, food and water. 

Because of many different ethnic groups and a long history of conflicts between them, there is a low 

level of inter-group solidarity. Together with a high level of scarcity, created a situation that is 

alarming. The NGO’s call for structural changes in order to help people for the longer term, because 

this situation is not sustainable.  
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Chapter 1: Introduction and relevance   
This research will dive into the work and perceptions of NGO’s on climate change, displacement and 

conflict in Ethiopia. The goal is to find rather there is discrepancy between scientific literature and 

actual processes that are being observed by NGO’s in the field concerning climate change and its 

effects. Since there is more and more research on the topic of climate change, it is very interesting to 

observe what the true effects of it are in a vulnerable country, like Ethiopia. In this chapter there will 

be a short introduction on the topic of climate change. Then there will be more information about the 

work of NGO’s and the context of Ethiopia. After the concepts climate change, displacement and 

armed conflict are defined. And lastly, the societal and scientific relevance of this study are presented.  

 

1.1 Introduction 
Ethiopia has been the victim of prolonged and intense dry periods. This is by many seen as a direct 

consequence of climate change. As a result of this, many people are suffering from a lack of food 

resources due to failed harvests which could potentially lead to famine (Conway & Schipper, 2011). 

Climate change refers to ‘’the long-term shifts in temperatures and weather patterns, which may be 

natural, such as through variations in the solar cycle. But since the 1800s, human activities have been 

the main driver of climate change, primarily due to burning fossil fuels like coal, oil and gas’’ (United 

Nations, z.d.). This has led to several direct effects on the land and has made it very hard for Ethiopians 

to produce food (Zegeye, 2018). Also many cases of displacement have been reported as result of the 

changing climate, not only in Ethiopia, but in various places where extreme droughts have been 

experienced (Grey & Mueller, 2012). This research focuses on the case of Ethiopia concerning the 

effects of climate change and what consequences this will have for the population. Based on reporting 

from the field, by several NGO’s, it will be assessed what the impact is of increasing effects of climate 

change and how the effects of climate change potentially can contribute to risk of violent conflict. All 

these factors have a negative effect on the need for humanitarian aid, which is already at a very high 

level in Ethiopia (Grey & Mueller, 2012). If more people get dependent on humanitarian aid for 

survival, it will not be sustainable and the situation could turn into a crisis. 

 

1.2 NGO’s and climate change 
Climate change is a topic that has been gaining a lot of attention, also in the work of international 

NGO’s. When taking a look at the programs of (humanitarian) NGO’s, in almost all cases climate change 

is in some way included in the projects of these types of organisations. This shows that climate change 

is a cause of many problems in areas where these organisations work. That is why this research will 
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dive into the programs of several NGO’s and see how much they work on climate change and how this 

influences displacement and conflict in Ethiopia. Since NGO’s normally work in crises areas and help 

people in need by attending to there needs, the fact that climate change gets so much attention means 

that NGO’s acknowledge the gravity of the problem. To understand how the concepts climate change, 

displacement and conflict relate to each other, it is necessary to dive in to the work of these NGO’s to 

see if the literature and the reality are the same. It is also interesting to compare the work of different 

NGO’s in the same area to see if they perceive the problem differently and to find out what are the 

best ways to deal with the effects of climate change in Ethiopia. 

In this research there will be an elaborated analysis of findings of previous researches in Ethiopia 

concerning climate change and conflict. This will help to set up a theoretical framework from which 

there can be a comparison of how NGO’s see these effects and respond to them. Several researches 

has been done about the relation between climate change and conflict. A number of observers expect 

that climate change will generate a greater number and intensity of conflicts around the world. Africa 

has been portrayed as particularly vulnerable to such a rise in conflict, the main reasons for this are 

poverty, exposure to climate impacts and weak levels of state organization (Toulmin, 2009). This makes 

Ethiopia an interesting case for this study. 

It is important to compare scientific knowledge of climate change and conflict with what is happening 

in the field. In this way Humanitarian aid workers can benefit from the existing knowledge and put it 

into practise. In order to do so there will be looked into the documentation of three different NGO’s 

concerning their work in Ethiopia in order to get a grip on how NGO’s act in these particular situations. 

The research question is; ‘’How do Oxfam Novib, Save the Children and OCHA perceive and respond to 

effects of climate change and its influence on the livelihood of communities in Ethiopia between 2010 

and 2018, and how are these changes in livelihoods perceived as potential drivers for displacement and 

(ethnic) conflicts?’’ 

 

1.3 Context 
Ethiopia is home to many different ethnic groups, with many different cultures and livelihoods. the 

country is dependent on a strong agricultural driven economy. Many people in the country are farmers 

who make a living by working the lands and owning livestock. Another large group of Ethiopians 

practise pastoralism (Assefa, Van Damme, Williams & Hill, 2017). Pastoralism is a form of animal 

husbandry by nomadic people who often live in arid areas. They live from their cattle grazing grasslands 

in different areas by following the rainfall (Catley, Lind & Scoones, 2013). Both for farmers and 

pastoralists drought imposes a huge challenge for them and their livelihood, as they are dependent on 
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rainfall for their cattle to graze the land and for their crops to grow. Due to prolonged, more frequent 

and intense droughts, these ways of living get increasingly complicated for these people and forces 

them to move or to abandon their cultural way of living. This, in turn, has consequences for their 

interaction with other societal groups (Assefa, Van Damme, Williams & Hill, 2017). 

Across the Horn of Africa, people are struggling after three successive years of failed rains. Many of 

the pastoralist in Ethiopia settled in improvised camps and need governmental aid to provide for them. 

In this struggle to survive a last resort would be, for poor farmers and pastoral communities, to migrate 

to different areas and therefor compete with other communities over land and resources (Hamza & 

Iyela, 2012). This competition over land could eventually evolve into a conflict over scarce resources 

(Reuveny, 2007). In the case of the pastoralist communities, they could be forced to abandon their way 

of nomadic life and settle to create a livelihood in a different way, like skilled labour, these people will 

have to compete over jobs and housing with other, already settled, groups of people. To change 

livelihood completely would be a huge change for these pastoralists, in which they may face many 

challenges. Due to the fact that pastoral groups are organised in patriarchal clan structures in some 

regions, this may lead to small conflicts among clans of pastoralist communities (Adegehe, 2009). For 

small scale farmers migration would often mean to move to a large city to find alternative work. This 

could lead to more competition over jobs due to the large amount of demand for jobs, which could 

cause political instability (Cramer & Richards, 2011).  

 

1.4 The area and its people 
Ethiopia is located in the Horn of Africa in the Eastern part of the continent. Ethiopia has a total area 

of 1,100,000 square kilometres and over 117 million inhabitants and is the 12th-most populous country 

in the world and the 2nd-most populous in Africa (United Nations Populations Fund, z.d.). The country 

is completely landlocked and bordered by Somalia, Kenya, South Sudan, Sudan, Eritrea and Djibouti. 

The Ethiopian people are mainly reliant on agricultural activities. The country has predominantly a 

tropical monsoon, with wide topographic-induced variation (Gonfa, 1996). In the West part of the 

country exists of the Ethiopian highlands in which most large cities are located as the temperature is 

cooler than in other parts. In the East part of the country in the Afar, Somali, Oromia and Harari regions 

the temperature is higher and it is much drier here, which makes the region more vulnerable for effects 

of climate change (Gashaw, Mebrat, Hagos & Nigussie, 2014). For this reason most humanitarian 

organisations focus on this part of the country and so will this research. 

Ethiopia contains a large variety of groups, containing over 80 different ethnic groups. According to 

the Ethiopian national census of 2007, the Oromo are the largest ethnic group in Ethiopia, at 34.4% of 
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the nation's population. The Amhara represent 27.0% of the country's inhabitants, while Somalis and 

Tigrayans represent 6.2% and 6.1% of the population respectively. Other prominent ethnic groups are 

as follows: Sidama 4.0%, Gurage 2.5%, Welayta 2.3%, Afar 1.7%, Hadiya 1.7%, Gamo 1.5% and Others 

12.6% (Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia Central Statistical Agency, 2020; Mekuria, 2018).  

 

1.5 Climate change in Ethiopia 
Climate change has been a topic that gained increasing concern all around the world in the recent 

years. Everywhere people are noticing extreme changes in the weather which threatens the livelihood 

of millions of people. Also in Ethiopia climate change threatens the population heavily, it has led to 

recurrent droughts and famines, flooding, expansion of desertification, loss of wetlands, loss of 

biodiversity, decline in agricultural production and productivity, scarcity of water, and increased 

incidence of pests and diseases. It changes the land heavily, on which Ethiopians are much dependent 

(Zegeye, 2018). 

Climates have always been changing, but not at such a rapid rate, by looking at trends of rainfall and 

temperatures it can be noticed at what pace this process is proceeding. The three major climatic 

seasons in crop-producing areas in Ethiopia are: The dry season (Bega) from October to January; The 

short rainy season (Belg) from February to May; and The long rainy season (Kiremt, also called 

Meher) from June to September (Oxfam Novib, 2010). 

The Ethiopians have been noticing changes in mainly the increasing temperatures and the decreasing 

amount of rainfall (Addisu et al., 2016). Most of the locals have the perception that the amount of 

rainfall is just decreasing and do not link this directly to climate change, but according to the data 

obtained by meteorological stations show that there is clearly a visible change in the temperature and 

rainfall patterns over the years (Zegeye, 2018). 

Pastoralists in their seventies and eighties who have lived with frequent droughts say this one is the 

worst in their lifetimes. Weather patterns are becoming less predictable and when rain comes it is too 

much or too little. When natural disasters strike, the situation of vulnerable populations can quickly 

deteriorate into a food and nutrition crisis (Jeffrey, 2017). ‘It has been the most intense drought in the 

region’, according to 82 year old Abdu Karim, who is a refugee in one of the 58 settlements for the 

internally displaced in the Somali region currently receiving government aid (Jeffrey, 2017).  
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1.6 The complex nature of conflict in Ethiopia 
In recent years, Ethiopia has gone through both rapid political liberalisation and a wave of violent 

conflicts. These conflicts are largely due to a rise in militant, competing ethnic nationalisms in the 

context of perceived fragility of state and party institutions. These two forces have been closely and 

cyclically influencing each other for decades (Yusuf, 2019). 

Exclusivist and authoritarian political institutions have played a big part in the emergence and ripening 

of different forms of nationalisms in the country since the imperial (1930–1974) and military (1974–

1991) eras. Centralised but federated political institutions during the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary 

Democratic Front (EPRDF) era have further complicated the nationalist scene by creating multiple lines 

of ethno-nationalist clashes in Ethiopia. From mid-2010 onwards, rising competing ethno-nationalisms 

led to the relative weakening of party and state structures, resulting in the intensification of ethnic 

mobilisations with deadly consequences. At a micro level, security challenges and a concern for group 

worth have fuelled violence. With the perceived fragility of the state and ruling party, elites have 

further exacerbated the conflicts for opportunistic reasons. The economic downturn has played a role 

both as a source of grievance, facilitating ethnic mobilisation, and also as a factor that makes it easier 

for some to engage in violence, since they feel they have little to lose (Yusuf, 2019). 

Ethiopia has many different ethnic groups of people living within the country. Often there are tensions 

between these groups which may lead to inter-ethnic conflict. The major occurring causes of these 

conflicts arise from disagreements about the possession or use of land, grazing land or water 

resources, about settlements and regional hegemony access to state resources (like funds, jobs and 

investments) (van Weezel, 2019). According to van Weezel (2019), inter-ethnic conflict cannot be 

blamed on ethnicity, but rather on ‘the politicisation of ethnic identity’ by self-seeking politicians. Since 

Ethiopia can be seen as a federal state, politicisation of ethnic identity can be very dangerous, because 

politicians prioritize their own region and people which may lead to a disproportional division of 

governmental support. This in turn will lead to disagreement among other groups and lead to inter-

ethnic conflicts (van Weezel, 2019). Human Rights Watch (2014) found that ethnic conflicts have led 

to injury, death and displacement, particularly in the regions Afar, Gambella, Southern regional state 

and Somali (Alemayehu 2015). In order to tackle the issue of ethnic division in politics in Ethiopia, 

ethnic and religious parties should be banned from elections, like in similar ethnically divided Ghana. 

Sadly this is not the case in Ethiopia and accordingly, about sixty ethnically organised parties are found 

in the Ethiopian political landscape (van Weezel, 2019).  

An example of this can be seen in 2017, inter-community conflict broke out between ethnic Somali 

and Oromo in the Somali Region, resulting in dozens of deaths and more than 50,000 people displaced. 

On top of this, Ethiopia hosts more than 838,000 refugees from Somalia, Sudan, South 
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Sudan, Eritrea and other crisis-ridden countries (Jeffrey, 2016). Meanwhile, although the Ethiopian 

government felt confident enough to end a state of emergency in 2016, following more than a year of 

political protests and bloodshed, discontent has not disappeared. Grievances over land reallocation 

and ethnic federalism as well as government corruption, the lack of jobs, freedom of expression, and 

political transparency, all come together (Reuveny, 2007).  

Since 2018 violent conflicts have emerged sporadically in many regions in Ethiopia, although many 

have been subsided. This led to a large amount of displaced people within the country. In 2018 Ethiopia 

had been the country with the highest number of new internal displacements associated with conflict 

worldwide. Inter-ethnic conflict has caused almost 2.9 million new displaced people in 2018, which is 

four times the number of 2017 (Yusuf, 2019).   

A large issue that derives from conflict is displacement, most displacement reported in Ethiopia is a 

result of violent conflict (IOM, 2018). The International Organisation for Migration (IOM) keeps record 

of how many displaced persons are located in Ethiopia. According to their estimations the country 

houses at the moment 800,000 internally displaced people (IOM, 2018). Especially in the Somali region 

drought plays a big role with the presence of many pastoralist communities. The IOM claims that 77% 

of the displaced people on these sites report drought as the main cause of displacement, in the 

previous round only 23% of sites reported drought as their main reason to move (IOM, 2017). So 

drought plays a big part in parts of the land and within the livelihoods of farmers and pastoralist 

communities, but they experience dry periods every year. This abnormality of the dry periods could be 

caused by climate change. 

It is certain that Ethiopia suffers from climate change, it is also certain that Ethiopia suffers from 

conflict, still there is a knowledge gap how these two concepts relate to one another. Different visions 

on this will inevitably lead to different program and project priorities so it is important to understand 

how NGOs perceive these concepts. It is also not clear what the role of displacement is in accordance 

with climate change and conflict. This research will aim to explain these relations form the point of 

view of NGO’s that are actively working in Ethiopia. 

 

1.7 Societal relevance 
The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) states that “Parties should 

protect the climate system for the benefit of present and future generations of humankind, on the 

basis of equity and in accordance with their common but differentiated responsibilities and respective 

capabilities. ”It moreover entrusts Parties to take climate change considerations into account, to the 
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extent feasible, in their relevant social, economic and environmental policies and actions’’ (Tompkins 

& Amundsen, 2008).  

The current climate change discourse, including the way mitigation and adaptation measures are 

designed and appraised, tends to emphasize environmental, economic or technological inputs and 

costs. The social dimensions of climate change are there for underprioritized. As a result, current policy 

responses may not fully address the negative impacts nor do they take full advantage of potential 

opportunities to reach a number of sustainable development goals.  

The climate change issue is of huge social importance. Forced migration, failed crops and increasing 

population in urban areas. These kind of shifts put great pressure on society (Giddens & Nugent, 2010). 

This is especially the case in countries where there are instabilities in existing institutions, due to lack 

of economic or political power, the risks of social unrest is bigger than in the Western society. Climate 

change could really change dynamics and lives of people directly through droughts and floods (Giddens 

& Nugent, 2010).  

By exploring the nexus between climate change and conflict it would be possible to involve climate 

change within the work of humanitarian organisations, there could be more help for people who suffer 

consequences of climate change already. With less adaptive capacity it is and will be a growing 

struggle, which should deserve more attention from NGO’s around the world. Together with local 

people, NGO’s could really observe rapid changes in the environment and respond adequality with the 

right projects in the right places. When the work and observations of these NGO’s in the field can be 

compared with the scientific finding concerning the effects of climate change, there will be a more 

complete image of what the effects of climate change entail in Ethiopia and how people can best adapt 

to them. It can be very profitable for NGO’s to also know what their colleagues are working on and to 

see what projects and interventions are most effective. This also helps people in other places in the 

world that may suffer these effects and know what strategies could be effective. Not only does it help 

people who are a victim of climate change, it also helps governments to understand the situation and 

to be able to notice signs of escalation and are able to respond more adequately. 

 

1.8 Scientific relevance 
Recent analyses of the societal consequences of droughts in Syria and Somalia indicate that such 

climatological events may have already contributed to armed conflict outbreaks or sustained conflicts 

in both countries (Kelley, et al., 2015; Maystadt & Ecker, 2014). Similarly, a prolonged drought might 

have contributed negatively to the ongoing conflicts in Afghanistan (Parenti, 2015). Further 

destabilization of Northern Africa and the Levant may have widespread effects by triggering migration 
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flows to neighbouring countries and remote migrant destinations such as the European Union 

(Konseiga, 2005). Besides climate change there are other factors, ethnic identities also appear to play 

a prominent role in the ongoing civil wars in Syria and Iraq (Denny & Walter, 2014).  

The effects of climate change are still being discovered and it is not completely known what it will do 

on the long term. It is clear that the roots of conflicts, as for armed conflicts in general, are case specific 

and not directly associated with climate-related natural disasters. Nevertheless, such disruptive events 

have the potential to amplify already existing societal tensions and stressors and thus to further 

destabilize several of the world’s most conflict-prone regions (Schleussner, et al., 2016). More 

knowledge of the effect of climate change on societal transformation could create more insight in 

trying to predict what will happen in regions which are being hit by climate change. And how to deal 

with these increasing risks and destabilisation processes. Researching the projects evaluations of 

various NGO’s active in Ethiopia, aims to gain more insight in the process of climate change and its 

effects on the risk for conflict within the region. Corell and Betsill (2017) recognized ‘’the increasing 

importance of NGOs as global eyes and ears’’. This is why it is important to take the projects and 

documentations of NGO’s into account in this research. Besides the possible differentiation in 

perspectives on climate change between NGO’s, also the perceived risk for conflict in the region can 

differ between them.  

By observing not merely the academic side of the effects of climate change, but see how it affects 

populations and humanitarian organisations, there will be a greater understanding of the indirect 

effects of climate change and how to adapt to new situation that could occur in the future. Ethiopia 

makes a very suiting case for this research since many NGO’s are active in this country and it has been 

dealing with many effects of climate change so far. Also the country is home to many different 

communities which makes the country more prone to conflict (Schleussner, et al., 2016).  
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Chapter 2: Theoretical framework 
In this chapter there will be an elaborate overview of scientific literature on the effects of climate 

change and its relation to displacement and conflict. Therefore, it is necessary to look into previous 

work of scholars in this field and their theories which will aim to create an overview of existing 

literature on the nexus between climate change and conflict. This will give a solid basis to compare the 

work of NGO’s on these topics with. First there will be a definition of the term climate change. Then 

previous research on displacement as a result of climate change will be discussed. After there will be 

looked into conflict as a potential result of climate change and displacement. Also the perception of 

NGO’s on these processes will be discussed and why they respond to them as they do. Then this will 

be applied on the case of Ethiopia by creating a complete overview on the humanitarian and 

development situation and how different actors play a role in this context.   

 

2.1 What is climate change? 
As stated before climate change refers to ‘’the long-term shifts in temperatures and weather patterns, 

which may be natural, such as through variations in the solar cycle. But since the 1800s, human 

activities have been the main driver of climate change, primarily due to burning fossil fuels like coal, 

oil and gas’’ (United Nations, z.d.).  

The first time scientists calculated that human activity could possibly warm the earth by adding carbon 

dioxide has been over one hundred years ago, in 1903, by Swedish scientist Svante Arrhenius together 

with Thomas Chamberlin (Uppenbrink, 1996). The first time is got addressed within the UN was at the 

Conference on the Human Environment in 1972, at the time there was some acknowledgement of 

climate change as a possible problem, but most research in the environmental field was concerned 

with limits to growth due to running out of key natural resources like oil, and the pollution of water 

and land (Carlisle, 1972). In 1988 the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) was created 

to assess and synthesize the latest scientific, technical and socio-economic literature on global 

warming. It operates under the auspices of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). The IPCC does not carry out research, but 

collaborates with hundreds of scientists and experts throughout the world, as well as governments 

(Toulmin, 2009). The IPCC’s report (2007) states: ‘Warming of the climate system is unequivocal, as is 

now evident from observations of increases in global average air and ocean temperatures, widespread 

melting of snow and ice and rising global average sea level’ (IPCC, 2007). Concerning Africa directly: 

‘Africa is one of the most vulnerable continents to climate change and climate variability, a situation 

aggravated by the interaction of “multiple stresses”, occurring at various levels, and low adaptive 

capacity. Changes in a variety of ecosystems are already being detected, particularly in southern 
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African ecosystems, at a faster rate than anticipated’ (Boko et al., 2007). Given its publication date of 

early 2007, much of the evidence on which the report was drawn up came from published material 

over the period 2000–05. Since 2005, there has been an ever larger body of scientific observation that 

shows the world is warming faster than the models used by the IPCC suggest (Pile et al., 2008). 

Due to this rise of temperatures around the world, many countries are facing extreme droughts. This 

can have great complications for growing crops. In the context of African countries, where it is already 

very dry, these droughts can be catastrophic and potentially create famine. Also floods are well known 

effects of climate change, this gives also huge complications for farmers when growing crops, but also 

for other people and livelihoods. Think about flooded houses, other properties and roads (Arnell & 

Gosling, 2016). 

 

2.2 Displacement 
Climate change asks for adaptive measures. This can mean different techniques of farming but in worse 

cases it could force many people to migrate to areas with better living conditions. Some writers speak 

of the risk of many millions of environmental refugees being generated by drought and other changes 

to weather systems (Berchin, Valduga, Garcia & de Andrade, 2017; Biermann & Boas, 2010). 

According to previous research, a major reason for land conflicts in Africa today is the large flow of 

people seeking land where they can settle and farm. Relations between newcomers and the indigenous 

inhabitants are often tense, especially where there are few social and cultural values shared in 

common. Uncertainties regarding the rights of different groups are aggravated by the plurality of laws 

and systems of regulation for control over land. When land becomes scarce, and therefore more 

valuable and marketable, those uncertainties generate fears and suspicion between neighbours, and 

even within families. Government interventions and establishment of agricultural projects and 

commercial farm enterprises can further destabilize land relations. In the case of West Africa, the 

droughts of the 1970s and 1980s led to a substantial movement of people from the low-rainfall Sahel 

into wetter, higher-potential areas farther south (Toulmin, 2009). In Mali and Senegal, for example, 

herders moved farther south to better grazing areas and sought farmland to complement their 

livestock activities. Farmers also set off to find land in higher-rainfall areas, such as those from the 

Mossi plateau in central Burkina Faso moving to the south of the country. Many searched for land in 

the areas under the Volta Valley Authority, where programmes to eradicate river blindness had opened 

up new lands for settlement along the Volta river. These newcomers faced disputes and violence from 

indigenous people, who did not want to give up their control over lands they considered their ancestral 

territory. Several million farmers from Mali and Burkina Faso also travelled south to seek land in Côte 
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d’Ivoire and Ghana. This pattern of migration to coastal countries has been of long standing, and brings 

in valuable income. For example, Mossi migrants were positively encouraged during the colonial era 

as a means of providing labour for rapid expansion in coffee and cocoa farms, and migrants from Mali 

were welcomed in the groundnut fields of Senegal from the 1930s onwards. Such migration was 

further amplified after the 1970s droughts in the Sahel, with an estimated 30 per cent of the population 

of Côte d’Ivoire made up of people from neighbouring Burkina Faso and Mali, by the late 1990s. The 

position of migrants in relation to land is complex, and has undergone a series of major changes in 

many parts of Africa. When land was in abundance, migrants were often sought to help populate a 

village and its surrounding lands, beat back the bush and keep wild animals at bay. As land has become 

scarcer, migrants have found that their access to land has become much more difficult. It is increasingly 

hard to acquire new plots of good quality, and their rights over existing plots may be contested. For 

example, in western areas of Ghana and Côte d’Ivoire migrants have been facing harassment and the 

threat of their lands being taken away from them. Land that they think they have ‘bought’ is considered 

by indigenous populations as having been on long-term loan or lease. Loans of land are transformed 

into rentals of shorter and shorter duration, and rental rates rise, as do demands for cash payments to 

avoid eviction (Lavigne-Delville et al. 2002). Such problems seem to occur particularly with a change in 

generation on the side either of landowner or migrant. Thus, on the death of the original landowner, 

his heirs may try to claim the land back. Equally, when the migrant tenant dies, his heirs may find that 

they must renegotiate on tougher terms for continued access to land that may have been in their 

family for a generation or more. If climate change brings about further major flows of people seeking 

better land elsewhere, there will need to be better ways of handling access to land, clarification of 

rights and managing disputes before they escalate. 

 

2.3 Climate refugees 
The term climate refugees was first used in 1985 by the United Nations Environment Program 

(UNEP). They defined climate refugees as: ‘’people who have been forced to leave their traditional 

habitat, temporarily or permanently, because of a marked environmental disruption (natural and/or 

triggered by people) that jeopardized their existence and/or seriously affected the quality of life’’ 

(Biermann & Boas, 2010). It is clear that climate change will fundamentally changes the lives of many 

people, who are forced to leave their villages or cities to seek refuge elsewhere. Researchers have 

been trying to estimate a number of climate refugees, but it is not possible to know how many 

people have left their homes due to the effects of climate change. In richer countries in the global 

north, there might be adaption measures to prevent people having to leave because of climate 

change. But in the global south this might not be an option and then migration might be the only 
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option for many communities (Biermann & Boas, 2010). So, in the case of Ethiopia it is very likely to 

see people who abandon their livelihoods and find new homes elsewhere. 

2.4 Armed conflict in Africa 
Globally, the frequency and lethality of war have been falling since the end of the cold war in 1989 

(Ford, 2020). But in sub-Saharan Africa, the last ten years have witnessed no such slackening of conflict, 

with continued very heavy loss of life in countries such as the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 

Sudan and Angola. Since 1955, Sudan has been engulfed in civil wars that have claimed the lives of 

nearly 2 million people and have displaced 4.5 million more (Deng, 2001). Since the outbreak of fighting 

in DRC in August 1998, some 5.4 million people have died, while Angola has seen an estimated 500,000 

people killed since 1989 (Williams, 2013). A large number of refugees have been generated by these 

conflicts, with millions of destitute people forced into neighbouring countries. Looking at current 

patterns of conflict in Africa, it is usually some combination of factors which explains the outbreak of 

violence. Frequently, these wars are bound up with regional politics and conflicts. For example, it is 

not possible to understand and resolve conflicts in Sierra Leone without looking at Côte d’Ivoire, Liberia 

and Guinea. Equally, the ongoing turmoil and bloodshed in DRC have been generated by a wider range 

of interests based in neighbouring countries keen to gain from its mineral wealth (Williams, 2013). The 

analysis of conflict does make clear that countries that have had a civil war in their recent past are 

more likely to see a resurgence of fighting than those that have lived at peace, underlining the need to 

avoid conflict in the first place (Burke, Miguel, Satyanath, Dykema & Lobell, 2009).  

Most wars are internal, happening inside states rather than between nations. They usually involve a 

series of warlords and armed militias supported by a range of domestic and neighbouring interests. 

Analysis of these conflicts has focused on two different areas of explanation, characterized by Collier 

(2007) as ‘greed or grievance’. His analysis of civil wars over the past forty years throws light on the 

economic reasons underlying civil war, and the calculation of costs and gains for the leaders of a 

rebellion. His evidence strongly suggests that the feasibility of civil war, the revenues to be generated 

by control of natural resources, the availability of young men, and low levels of economic development 

all make conflict more likely. Greed, is a far stronger explanatory factor than grievance, the latter often 

being used as a justification for taking up arms, but rarely at the root of what determines whether or 

when civil war takes hold (Collier, 2007). This is, according to Collier, because of the costs of 

maintaining an armed force are very considerable and rely on a steady flow of income, whether from 

external support, control of natural resource revenues or taxation of the population.  

By contrast, Richards (2008), in describing the two civil conflicts in Sierra Leone and Côte d’Ivoire, 

points more to the sense of grievance felt by young men in both cases. Economic collapse, a lack of 

opportunities and widespread access to arms meant that they felt they had nothing to lose and much 
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to gain from joining the rebellion, in terms of acquiring goods, status and women. In the Ivorian case, 

grievance had been focused on incoming migrants who had settled much of the land, whereas in Sierra 

Leone young men felt that the chiefs and those better off had blocked off any possibilities for escaping 

from misery. In both countries, the civil war was able to continue, however, because of revenues 

gained respectively from the sale of diamonds and other minerals, and from cocoa, in addition to 

funding from Libya and neighbouring states.  

 

2.5 Climate change and armed conflict 
The book Climate Change in Africa by Toulmin (2009) speaks about the conflict in Darfur in 1984/85 

and wonders whether this could have been the world’s first ‘’climate change war’’. Due to an 

exceptional drought and famine in 1984/85 lead to the dislocation of social and economic life, a large 

number of cattle was killed and rendering destitute many herding and farming families. Young men 

originated from pastoral groups suddenly had to work as hired herders or wage labourers. In the year 

after during the dry season, largescale raiding took place by Baggara tribes into southern Sudan, the 

goals of these raidings was to seize cattle for sale from the markets of Darfur, Kordofan and Omurman.  

The raids were organized by the government’s military intelligence, who also supplied the weaponry 

(Toulmin, 2009). After two years, the Janjawid militia emerged, this militia existed from Chadian militia 

and Sudanese militias, armed by Libya. Many of the men were failed nomads, their herds having died 

in the 1984 drought. Due to famine and the inflow of automatic weapons from Libya and Chad, these 

men became bandits whose livelihood existed from raiding and looting. There had been an 

administrative vacuum in Darfur. Governments in this period had only been trying to solve the problem 

of raiding militias through competing militias (Toulmin, 2009).  In this period, what Darfur needed was 

a form of government that prioritizes the importance of adaption to environmental changes. ‘’It 

needed institutions to prevent and manage conflict, and ensure the effective stewardship of natural 

resources’’ (Brown, et al., 2007). This example shows that climate change contributes to instability 

when not dealt with appropriately. It shows that climate change forces people to abandon their 

livelihoods and search for different means of making a living. When these are not available raiding and 

looting can be an alternative. This effect, especially in the context of Africa can be expected in other 

countries when extreme droughts occur.  

 

By creating strong institutions to prevent and manage conflict generated (partly) by climate change. 

Campaigners for a global climate deal reckon that by making it a security matter, governments can no 

longer ignore the problem (Ashton, 2007). That is why Toulmin (2009) proposes to frame climate 

change not only as an environmental issue, but also as a security issue. Currently, budget allocations 
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for addressing climate change, whether investing in cutting greenhouse gas emissions or in adaptation, 

are tiny in comparison with other elements in government expenditure. The comparison with military 

expenditure is particularly marked. For example, during the 2008 fiscal year, the US government 

budgeted $647.51 billion for military security and $7.37 billion to slow climate change, a figure that 

includes its support for developing countries to improve their clean energy technologies and for 

adaptation. In the USA, over the last five years, the ratio of military security to climate security 

spending has averaged 97 to 1. European spending plans are not dissimilar (Toulmin, 2009).  

In Africa, the US Pentagon, under the Trans-Sahara Counter-Terrorism Initiative (TSCTI), has provided 

$500 million to increase border security and counter-terrorism capacity to Mali, Chad, Niger and 

Mauritania (Toulmin, 2009). The Africa Contingency Operations Training and Assistance Program 

(ACOTA) has provided small arms and training for peacekeeping operations to Benin, Botswana, Côte 

d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa, Uganda 

and Zambia. Given that Africa will be one of the regions hardest hit by climate change and most in 

need of support for adaptation, this reliance on military spending rather than building more climate-

resilient economies should be questioned. African governments themselves also place a much higher 

priority on defence spending than on environmental investments, and are well represented on the list 

of countries with the highest military expenditure in the world, measured as a percentage of GDP (CIA, 

2006; UNDP, 2007/08).  

 

The citation for the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize presented jointly to Al Gore and the Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) recognizes their achievement in moving global warming up the political 

agenda, by presenting it as an existential threat. ‘Extensive climate changes may alter and threaten 

the living conditions of much of mankind. They may induce large-scale migration and lead to greater 

competition for the earth’s resources. Such changes will place particularly heavy burdens on the 

world’s most vulnerable countries. There may be increased danger of violent conflicts and wars, within 

and between states.’ (Al Gore, 2007). 

In the article of Schleussner et al. (2016), the authors find evidence in global datasets that risk of 

armed-conflict outbreak is enhanced by climate-related disaster occurrence in ethnically fractionalized 

countries. Although they find no indications that environmental disasters directly trigger armed 

conflicts, this implies that disasters might act as a threat multiplier in several of the world’s most 

conflict-prone regions. This is the same conclusion that was made by the UNCHR (2012). According to 

the report Climate change, vulnerability and human mobility: perspectives of refugees from the East 

and Horn of Africa of the UNHCR (2012), climate change can intensify the threat for armed conflict in 
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already fragile areas. So it can be expected that climate change will increase the risk for armed conflict, 

but this is a moderating effect rather than a direct relationship. In the context of Ethiopia, which has 

been facing many conflicts over the last decades, it can be expected that climate change has a larger 

effect on the risk of conflict than in other places which are less conflictive.  

 

2.6 Inter-ethnic conflict 
Pastoralists in Somali Region are in the paradoxical position of being wealthier than highland farmers 

but politically excluded, geographically isolated and intensely vulnerable to livelihood shocks: natural 

(droughts), economic (livestock import bans by the Gulf States, government crackdowns on 

‘contraband’ trade) or socio-political (conflict between clans, or between militia groups and the state) 

(Devereux, 2010). This could also be a source of inter-ethnic conflict, according to the conflict theory 

of Coenders, et al. (2004).  When the ethnic minority, in this case the ethnic Somali people, are 

increasingly competing over jobs or on the market due to a change of lifestyle, the ethnic majority in 

the country, the Ethiopians, will get more nationalistic and increase a sense of fear towards the 

outgroup (Coenders, et al., 2004). This process is comparable with immigrants in the European context, 

when people have to compete with foreigners over scarce goods they perceive a more negative 

attitude towards them. At the same time this will increase the positive attitude towards members of 

the in-group. More negative attitude increases the chance of social conflict between the in- and out-

group. 

Coser (1956) stated that social conflict preserves and strengthens a group in numerous ways. Conflict 

often acts as a "safety valve," releasing tension while preserving social relations. Additionally, conflict 

with an out-group enhances identity and consciousness for the in-group. Conflict has a polarizing effect 

that accentuates the division between "us" and "them," drawing attention to and clarifying the factors 

that make each group distinct. So, by competing with the out-group, in this case Oromo people or 

other Ethiopians, there is an increasing risk of inter-ethnic conflict. This conflict will polarize the groups 

even more. Ethnic divides play a major role in many armed conflicts around the world and might serve 

as predetermined conflict lines following rapidly emerging societal tensions arising from disruptive 

events like natural disasters.  

 

2.7 Competition over scarce goods 
To understand why the displacement of the different communities in Ethiopia could be prone to 

conflict can also be explained by using the scarcity thesis. So, the ethnic competition thesis explains 

why different ethnic groups exist, while the scarcity thesis explains why these groups would have to 
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compete. By combining these two theses, it can be explained why different ethnic groups are more 

prone to compete with each other and therefor be more prone to inter-communal conflict.  

The scarcity thesis created by Homer-Dixon (1999) states that ‘’scarce resources are naturally conflict-

prone, and subject to competing interests and claims’’. So according to this thesis a conflict over natural 

resources, like land and jobs, is the inevitable outcome of resource scarcity. Land is a scarce good, since 

it is a resource with limited availability, but it is in high demand. As Homer-Dixon (2009) supposed that 

climate change and environmental degradation will lead to major conflicts and struggle over ever 

scarcer resources, such as water and good land. The tendency to resort to conflict is linked to poverty 

and weak institutional development, which means that there are limited means to resolve disputes. 

However, this apparent causal link is not so clear in practice. Rather, there are often a number of 

factors that push people into cooperating in times of scarcity and hardship. Looking at the current 

pattern of conflict in Africa, there is little solid evidence to support a direct causal link between climate 

change and conflict. Violent conflict arises out of a wide range of factors, none of which on its own will 

be a sufficient trigger for conflict (Le Billon, 2007). It is interesting to see that the scientific knowledge 

is not exactly the same as what we see in the real life. This will also be assessed in this research to find 

out in what extent policy makers and practitioners deal with this effect differently than what 

academics say. 

Looking at four examples of violence from Tanzania, Kenya, Burkina Faso and Zimbabwe, Derman et 

al. (2007) find that ‘none support the direct link between resource scarcity and violence in each case a 

mixture of social inequality, lack of secure land rights, a history of conflicts and the use of land as a 

political reward’ is responsible for conflict taking off. But they also note that ‘tense and volatile 

situations provide opportunities for manipulation of identities’, particularly where land is concerned. 

Most African countries currently engaged in armed conflict are characterized by poverty, inequality, 

weak economies, struggles over valuable resources such as oil and diamonds, and corrupt systems of 

justice and governance. As noted by Richards and Collier, to understand violence and conflict, a focus 

is needed on those ‘who own resources rather than those who lack them, and those who profit from 

the violence rather than those who suffer from it’ (Richards, 2006; Collier, et al., 2008: 236). This 

suggests that the resource curse, by exposing those in power to the temptations of great wealth, is the 

most powerful driver of violence and conflict. The UNCHR (2012) found that this also applies for jobs 

other than farming. All the refugees that they interviewed, whose livelihoods had been severely 

affected by climate variability in their homelands, described a wide range of traditional and innovative 

adaptation strategies to enable them to remain in their areas of origin. These methods ranged from 

adopting new cultivation techniques and reorganizing cropping cycles to abandoning farming 

altogether to take up alternative non-agriculture-based occupations. So farming land as well as jobs 
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would be subject to competing interests and claims and therefor prone to conflict, according to Homer-

Dixon (1999).  

 

2.8 The role of NGO’s  
NGO’s play a big role in the cooperation between civilians who are in need of humanitarian aid and 

the government. When looking at the effects of climate change, it can be observed that most climate 

induced issues are water-related, so these are topics that NGO’s are increasingly dealing with in the 

area. Providing emergency water and food resources and organising housing for so called climate 

refugees are an increasing part of the work of NGO’s in the context of the Horn of Africa (OCHA, 2015; 

Oxfam Novib, 2016; Save the Children, 2018). 

The inclusion of marginalized groups in the adaption process to the effects of climate change is also a 

topic that NGO’s can contribute to. Figueiredo and Perkins (2012) claim that by creating adaption 

mechanism, marginalized populations and women in particular, must be involved. They state that the 

marginalized are not only the first and worst affected by extreme weather events, they also possess 

local ecological, social and political knowledge. This can contribute to climate adaption strategies. In 

order to include marginalized groups in the process of development of adaption strategies, NGO’s can 

play a big part in bringing people together. This can make the community more inclusive and thereby 

reduce marginalisation. To achieve this community-based environmental education is required in 

order to increase the involvement of women in water-related climate change adaption activities and 

policy development. NGO’s play a crucial role to help local activists to create a successful climate 

defence programs (Figueiredo & Perkins, 2012).  

 

2.9 Putting the knowledge into practise; climate change in Ethiopia 
It can be concluded from previous research that according to the literature there are several complex 

relations between the aspects: climate change, displacement and conflict. In order to have a better 

view on the case of Ethiopia we have to zoom in and look at the country and its contextual aspects. 

Dry periods are not unusual in the Horn of Africa. Every year in the winter months Ethiopia experiences 

a dry period, but this is changing. According to the International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Fourth 

Assessment Report (IPCC, 2007), the East and Horn of Africa is projected to be one of the regions of 

the world most negatively affected by climate change. Environmental change in countries in the East 

and Horn of Africa already includes prolonged droughts, desertification, flash floods and land 

degradation, all of which will likely be exacerbated by climate change in the medium and long term. 
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The interplay between climate change, conflicts and displacement is considered to be particularly 

striking in this region (UNHCR, 2012). Over the last years these periods of droughts got even longer 

and more intense (Zeggeny, 2018). This has resulted, in the recent past, in loss of human and livestock 

life and property as well as migration of people (Eshetu, 2011; Zerga and Gebeyehu, 2016) 

In the report of the UNCHR (2012) many of the so-called ‘climate refugees’ interviewed had observed 

shifts in weather in their home countries over the past 10–15 years. Many were able to distinguish 

between the occasional bout of bad weather (i.e. a flash flood or heatwave) and what they described 

as more “permanent” shifts in weather patterns. These shifts in climate were described variously as 

prolonged drought, disrupted rainfall patterns or intense flooding. Communities in Ethiopia, examined 

by Radice et al. (2011), are convinced that the droughts experienced over the past two decades are a 

result of climatic changes. For the local people Meze-Hausken (2004) interviewed, some changes in 

climate was considered the underlying cause of the frequent harvest failures experienced in the past 

years and the reason why the animal stocks they managed had recently become considerably smaller. 

According to the IPCC Fourth Assessment Report (IPCC, 2007), agricultural production and food 

security (including access to food) in many African countries and regions are likely to be severely 

compromised by the effects of climate change and climate variability. Subsistence and smallholder 

farmers, including pastoralists and agro-pastoralists (people living by a mixture of agriculture and 

livestock herding), are likely to be most severely affected (Morton, 2007). The effects of climate 

change, as Morton (2007) highlights, will increase the likelihood of crop failure, increase diseases and 

mortality among livestock, impact livelihoods by forcing households to sell their assets, cut health and 

educational expenditure and migration, and increase the likelihood of dependency on external help.  

History shows us that droughts in the Horn of Africa can cause major issues. In the 1970s and 1980s 

this area experienced a failure of the rains. With no large water and food reserves and food prices 

going through the roof this had devastating consequences. The Ethiopian government has been very 

keen to keep impoverished rural people on the land in order to avoid a growing population seeking 

shelter in the cities. With not enough jobs and housing this could potentially cause riots by a large 

urban mass that could topple an unpopular government (Toumlin, 2009). 

The Afar region is the biggest victim of the frequent droughts throughout the recent years (Tilahun et 

al., 2017). In Menz Gera Midir District, which is a highland area, recurrent droughts have occurred. 

These induce serious drought consequences in 1984/1985, 1990 and 2000/2001 many people suffered 

and lost livestock (Kassa, 2013). Floods have not yet been a major problem in Ethiopia, but have 

become critical in recent years. In 2006 for example the Eastern and South-Western parts of the 

country experienced one of the most devastating floods in modern history of Ethiopia (Bewket, 2011). 
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 The recent catastrophic  floods  in  Dire  Dawa,  Awash,  South  Omo (Dasenech  and  Nyangatom  

Districts)  and  some  areas  in Somali  and  Amhara  regions  can  be  mentioned.  In  Dire Dawa, for  

example, the flood claimed over  256  lives  and displaced  more  than  5,500  people;  and  also  

damaged property  worth  of  ETB 50  million,  including  major  or  total damage  to  1,000  houses  in  

the  flood-prone  areas  of  the town (Tadesse, 2009). Heavy rainstorms (thus floods) will aggravate soil 

erosion. Flooding in turn causes significant damage  to  settlements  and  infrastructure,  animal  health, 

and the waterlogging of productive land undermines agriculture by delaying planting, reducing yields, 

and compromising  the  quality  of  crops,  especially  if  the  rains occur  around  harvest  time  (World  

Bank,  2011).  In  the period 1999–2008, droughts and flooding  affected nearly 21 million people (19.7 

million by droughts and the remaining by flooding) in Ethiopia (CRED, 2009). Furthermore,  climate  

models  show  warming  in  all  four seasons over Ethiopia, which may result in more frequent heat 

waves (ODI and CDKN, 2014). 

In the analysis chapter there will be a closer look on whether the NGO’s that work in Ethiopia also see 

these same mechanisms and how they respond to it. There will also be an assessment on to what 

extent theories on displacement and conflict are reality and which view is most accurate for the case 

of Ethiopia. 

Figure 1: theoretical framework 
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Chapter 3: Methods 
This research will give an insight in the nexus between climate change and conflict by looking at the 

case of Ethiopia, by using scientific literature, primary documents from international NGO’s working in 

this particular area. After analysing a comparison can be made between NGO’s and see if there is a 

difference in their vision on the relations between climate change and conflict and, consequently, in 

the type of projects they are working on.  

This chapter has four main sections. First there will be a substantiation of the chosen research strategy 

and the case selection, which will result in several sub questions which will help formulating an answer 

to the main research question. Second, there will be clarification of the origins of the data in order to 

increase reliability - this includes an elaboration of the development and use of the interview protocol 

used. Third, it will discuss and reflect on the data analysis process, offering a codebook based on an 

operationalization of the research questions following the theoretical framework provided in Chapter 

2. Fourth, the chapter will reflect on matters of positionality, reliability and validity. 

 

3.1 Research strategy 
For this research the best way of obtaining data would be a case study. Due to the fact that the 

perspective of NGO’s on the relation between climate change and conflict is one that has not been 

researched much, a case study through the eyes of these organisations can be very helpful in exploring 

the field (Baxter & Jack, 2008). As discussed in previous chapters, Ethiopia is a very unique case with 

regards to the interesting combination of effects of climate change that the country has to deal with 

and instability. The use of a case study in this article is very suitable, it will be a realistic reflection of 

the social processes on the ground in combination with overcoming effects of climate change. Because 

there are many additional factors which are specific in this area.  

This research will adopt a single, embedded case-study design (Bass, Beecham & Noll, 2018). There has 

been chosen for this kind of research method, because Ethiopia is a large country in which many NGO’s 

are working. It is suitable for a case-study because this study is an examination of an environment 

where the boundaries between the phenomenon of interest and context are not clearly evident (Yin, 

2003). The case to be studied is climate change and conflict in Ethiopia through the eyes of 

international NGO’s. The research looks into the changing livelihoods of local communities due to 

climate change and the risk of conflict because of these changing livelihoods. This unique combination 

is very specific and visible in this region, since there are many internal displaced people in the country 

already due to climate change. In this research the focus is on the specific case of Ethiopia. There has 

been chosen for this particular country, because it is an area that has been heavily hit by climate 
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change. Together with a long history of conflict which are still likely to occur, due to political instability 

and clan structurers which are still present. This region is also very suitable for this case study, because 

it is a region in which the weather is very important for many people their livelihoods. Therefore, 

climate change has an extra impact here, not only does it change natural patterns, but also social 

processes are heavily disrupted because of climate change. This region is a unique combination of a 

high impact of climate change, high levels of migration and high concerns of conflict, this makes it a 

relevant place to study the interactions between these developments (Maystadt & Ecker, 2014).  

There has been chosen for a single case-study due to the fact that it this study focuses on the views of 

international NGO’s who are working in this area. By comparing them, their work and their visions on 

processes concerning climate change and conflict it can be measured to what extend the literature and 

the reality are the same. To fulfil this comparison it would be good to focus on a single country. Also 

due to the fact that Ethiopia already exist of many different ethnic groups and communities, it is not 

necessary to focus on more areas.  

The embedded units in my case-study will be the various NGOs whose vision and work on the climate 

change-conflict nexus which will be studied. There will be a focus on several international NGO’s which 

have been selected based on a criteria of diversity, their presence in the region and the type of work 

they are working on in this region and in others. Below there will be an elaboration for each NGO why 

they are suitable to be included in this research. The international NGO’s will be: Oxfam Novib, Save 

the Children and OCHA. These organisations have been selected because of their presence in several 

areas in the country, they are not focused on one area. Also all of these organisations have a long 

history of working on humanitarian aid in Ethiopia. This makes it possible to observe trends and to 

compare their views on the concept of climate change over the years. The same goes for their views 

of conflicts in the past and the causes of them. Another important reason for selecting these 

organisations is the fact that they have an elaborate archive and structured documentation of their 

work in Ethiopia, which is relevant to for this study to serve as data.  

 

3.2 Data generation 
To gain insight in the situation in Ethiopia concerning climate change and potential risks for conflict, 

the documentations of several non-governmental organisations (NGO’s) are being analysed. The 

decision has been made to analyse three international NGO’s. By knowing how different NGO’s 

perceive climate change, their reactions on the issue can be better understood. Not just the 

differentiation in perspectives on climate change will be discussed, also the perceived risk for conflict 

in the region as a result of climate change can differ between these actors. Also the role of 
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displacement as a result of climate change will be looked into and how this could be a mediating effect 

between climate change and conflict. With these views on the nexus between climate change and 

conflict, there will be a complete picture of how these changes in climate could cause conflict among 

groups and by using that model it could be easier for NGO’s to know where to help and in what way.  

The organisations that will be analysed in this research are selected on several criteria. For this 

research it was important that the organisations have been working in different parts of Ethiopia for a 

period of over 20 years. This is relevant, since this gives them a wider perspective of the country and 

its communities. The organisations can observe interplays between communities and are not stuck in 

one point of view. Also the local effects of climate change are put in a wider perspective which creates 

a more complete picture. Another important selection criterium is diversity of the organisations. For 

this research there are multiple points of view needed. That is why one of the selected organisations 

is not a real NGO, but is a part of the United Nations. Due to close cooperation with the government, 

this actor is crucial for creating a picture of how climate change impacts the work of humanitarian 

organisations in Ethiopia. This also includes the stance and dilemma’s that the Ethiopian government 

are facing in this crisis. Besides scale and diversity, level of documentation has also been a crucial 

selection criterium. This research is based on the documentation of these organisation, so input from 

the organisations is needed to make claims on the topics; climate change, displacement and conflict. 

All the organisations have extended projects and views on these topics. The document are carefully 

selected from their databases, based on relevance, size and time present. 

While collecting data for this research several topics are leading: climate change, displacement and 

conflict. With a thoroughly analysis of three big NGO’s there will be a wide range of knowledge from 

different perspectives. There will be an elaborate analysis of different documents like evaluation 

reports and publications of these organisations. In this way the approaches towards climate change 

and conflict can be better explained. Together there will be a big amount of data, but this will only 

represent the visions and realities of the people working for NGO’s. 

Documentation of the NGO’s will be used to serve as data for this research. The type of documents are 

for example annual reports, strategic plans and evaluations of projects. These can provide a lot of 

information concerning the ideals and future plans of these organisation. By studying those it will be 

generate more data for this research and it will be possible to make better observations and claims. 
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3.3 NGO’s: 
Oxfam Novib 

Oxfam is originally a British organisation established during the second world war to campaign for food 

supplies for starving women and children in Greece. After the war they continued aiding poor people 

in Europe. After Europe’s situation got better, Oxfam started focussing more on developing countries. 

At the moment they are working in more than 90 countries to save and protect lives in emergencies, 

help people rebuild their livelihoods and campaign for genuine, lasting change, keeping women's rights 

at the heart of everything Oxfam does. 

One of these countries is Ethiopia, Oxfam Novib is currently carrying out programs directly and through 

partners across eight regions of the country and one city administration including Amhara, Oromia, 

Tigray, Somali, Afar, Dire Dawa, Southern Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples Region (SNNPR) and 

Gambella. Oxfam Novib has been working to address the underlying causes of poverty and 

marginalization by focusing on developing sustainable livelihoods, providing water and sanitation, 

agriculture, climate research, gender, and humanitarian issues. 

Specifically in the Horn of Africa they are working on responses for the extreme droughts. 16 million 

people in Ethiopia, Kenya, and Somalia have been adversely affected as a result of five consecutive 

poor to failed rains that have led to an unprecedented three-year drought. Crops have been 

decimated and families have lost nearly all their livestock, their main economic mainstay and source 

of food and have been forced to rely on humanitarian aid for their survival. But Oxfam is providing 

clean safe water and cash assistance to help families to buy food and other necessities to 1.8 million 

people in the three countries. According to their Horn of Africa drought response plan (Oxfam Novib, 

2018), Oxfam supports a total of 1,005,077 people cumulatively in the Ethiopia. The projects of 

Oxfam Novib in Ethiopia include: ACCRA, WASH, SWIFT, Drought responses, Empowerment of 

women (urban and agricultural setting) and Refugees. In 2018 the spending of Oxfam Novib on 

humanitarian responses were 376.1 million U.S. dollars in Ethiopia with this amount they targeted 

15,1 million people.  

 

Save the Children 

Save the Children was established in 1919 in England. Save the Children has worked in continuously in 

Ethiopia since the 1960s providing support to vulnerable Ethiopian children and their families by 

implementing emergency relief and with long-term development programs. The Save the Children in 

Ethiopia Country Office, in support of the Government of Ethiopia, has continued to contribute to the 

well-being of Ethiopian children in development and humanitarian contexts. They work to provide 
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immediate humanitarian relief and long-term sustainable development. Ethiopia has enjoyed one of 

the highest rates of economic growth in the world, but approximately 30% of the population still lives 

below the poverty line and it is still a low income country.  Save the Children supports improvements 

in household and youth livelihoods. Save the Children implements the Productive Safety Net Program, 

the main social safety net program, for about 200,000 people in eight agro-pastoralist districts and 

youth employment and micro-entrepreneurship programs in more than 35 districts in six regions.  

They also run multi-faceted nutrition and resilience programs that target most vulnerable households 

for agricultural, livelihoods, and micro-entrepreneurship. Nearly two-thirds of rural Ethiopians do not 

have access to adequate sanitation and millions others do not have regular access to water, particularly 

in the dry, drought prone east and south.  

Save the Children address this in longer-term development and emergency contexts through water 

source development and provision for health posts, health centres, schools, and communities. They 

also support hygiene behaviour change including promoting open defecation-free communities and 

hygiene promotion with children. Their 2015-2016 drought programs have provided life-saving 

services to more than 600,000 people. Save the Children’s response to the massive 2015-2016 drought 

in Ethiopia has brought timely, life-saving services in food distribution, nutrition, WASH, education, 

and child protection to more than 1.2m people in 60 ‘priority one’, most affected districts. 

Communities’ resilience to and ability to cope with future emergencies increased; children better 

protected from harm and able to continue their education during crisis and more than 1 million 

beneficiaries reached through humanitarian response, plus 250,000 refugees. 

Save the Children has been working in Ethiopia for a long period of time on many different projects, 

for these reasons they have documented very much of their activities there. This result in access into 

a big amount of data for this NGO. There will be looked into the annual report of 2018 this will give 

this research insight in how they evaluate their projects of last years and how they address climate 

change and their perceived risks for conflict in certain vulnerable areas. They are also engaged in a 

project which is directly related to climate change: Ethiopia drought response (2016). In this project 

Save the Children tries to tackle specifically complications as a result of climate change. In regard of 

this project they also created a situation report (2016) of this project in order to assess the situation. 

They also conducted several surveys within internally displaced people camps in which they estimate 

the nutrition and health the displaced pastoralists. Also several documents specifically about 

pastoralist livelihoods can be found in which they assess the process of climate change and how it 

influences the livelihood of pastoralist communities. So, the projects of Save the Children in Ethiopia 

include: ACCRA, WASH, Drought responses, Health and nutrition, Education and Productive Safety 
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Net Program for pastoralists. Save the Children helped out 1,4 million people in need of 

humanitarian aid in 2018 in Ethiopia with an amount of 46,7 million U.S. dollars. 

 

OCHA: 

The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Aid or, OCHA is a part of the United 

Nations Secretariat responsible for bringing together humanitarian actors to ensure a coherent 

response to emergencies. The organisation has been present in Ethiopia since 1984 with the goal to 

strengthen humanitarian preparedness and response throughout the country. OCHA also ensures 

there is a framework within which each actor can contribute to the overall response effort. So OCHA 

can be seen as the binding actor between NGO’s and the Ethiopian government. This is an interesting 

contribution to this research, since it is a slightly different actor in comparison with the other two 

organisations. OCHA’s mission contains four core actions. ‘’Firstly, to mobilize and coordinate effective 

and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors in order to 

alleviate human suffering in disasters and emergencies. Second, to advocate rights of people in need. 

Thirdly, to promote preparedness and prevention. And fourthly, to facilitate sustainable solutions. 

The country office of OCHA is located in the capital Addis Ababa. There are several other offices in 

regions where they are active: in Semera (Afar), Gambella Town (Gambella, also overseeing 

Benishangul Gumuz region), Hawassa and Dilla (SNNP), Mekele (Tigray), Gode and Jijiga (Somali) and 

Dire Dawa (overseeing East and West Hararge zones of Oromia region). 

OCHA is supporting the Ethiopian government especially in response to internally displaced people. 

Due to the increasing insecurity and political tension Ethiopia is facing protection concerns. OCHA 

Ethiopia helps monitoring humanitarian access constraints and protection issues for aid organisations 

to continue to deliver. OCHA Ethiopia also continues to advocate for principled humanitarian action. 

So, the projects of OCHA in Ethiopia include: Drought responses, Health and nutrition, National 

Disaster Risk Management and Displacement. Since OCHA is part of the United Nations, they have a 

large budget and target a huge group of people in Ethiopia. In 2018 they spent 1.494 billion U.S. 

dollars on humanitarian aid in Ethiopia. With this amount they targeted to help out 9.45 million 

people.  
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3.4 Data 
All the documents used for this study can be found in the table below. From now on the documents 

will be referred to by using the reference number.  

Table 1.: Overview of documents by organization 

Number:  Organization: Document title: Year:  

1. Oxfam Novib The rain doesn't come on time 
anymore; poverty and climate 
change in Ethiopia 
 

2010 

2. Oxfam Novib Preparing for the future? 
Understanding the influence of 
development interventions on 
adaptive capacity at local level in 
Ethiopia 
 

2011 

3. Oxfam Novib Evaluation of Ethiopia drought 
response 2011/2012 
 

2012 

4. Oxfam Novib Disaster risk reduction 
programming in Ethiopia's Somali 
Region project effectiveness 
review 
 

2013 

5. Oxfam Novib Policy overview – Ethiopia climate 
resilient green economy 
 

2014 

6. Oxfam Novib Climate change spending in 
Ethiopia 
 

2015 

7. Oxfam Novib Governance in Ethiopia; impact 
evaluation of the climate change 
and resilience alliance project. 
Effectiveness review series 
2016/17 
 

2016 

8. Oxfam Novib A climate in crisis 
 

2017 

9. Save the children Food security and livelihoods 
Ethiopia 
 

2010 

10. Save the children Water development in Ethiopia's 
pastoral areas 
 

2011 

11. Save the children Lessons learnt in early warning 
system, crises, modifier, economic 
strengthening, livestock 
production & services, natural 
resource management, HIV, OVC 
&PMTCT and MNCH programs 

2012 
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12. Save the children Horn of Africa two years on report 

 
2013 

13. Save the children Two-year drought response in  
Ethiopia 
 

2014-2016 

14. Save the children Mitigating Ethiopia’s drought 
impact on children through 
education 
 

2016 

15. Save the children Addressing the humanitarian-
development nexus in the Horn of 
Africa 

2018 

16. OCHA Humanitarian requirements 2011 
 

2011 

17. OCHA Humanitarian Requirements 2012 
 

2012 

18. OCHA Slow onset natural disaster 
 

2015 

19. OCHA Ethiopia: humanitarian overview 
 

2016 

20. OCHA Humanitarian requirements 2017 
 

2017 

21. OCHA Ethiopia Humanitarian Bulletin 
 Issue 40 
 

2017 

22. OCHA Humanitarian and disaster 
resilience plan 

2018 

 

 

3.5 Coding & analysis 
To make the obtained data through interviews and documentation comparable and operable, it is 

necessary to use a coding system in order to structure the data. In this way specific pieces of 

information can serve together as a holistic framework of constructs that might help to answer the 

research question of this paper (Salinger, Plonka & Prechelt, 2008; Stucky, 2015)). Based on this 

systematic coding it will be possible to analyze the data as a whole and make valid claims on the 

views of the NGO’s on climate change and conflict in Ethiopia. Codes are labels used to operate 

theoretical concepts (Stucky, 2015). In this way theoretical approaches can be measured with the 

data. Through this coding system in the next chapter there will be tested whether the theoretical 

framework form the previous chapter holds for the collected data from within these organizations. 

Through coding the essential parts of the data will be labeled according to the subject. In this way 

different documents will have the same labels and will therefore be comparable between different 
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organizations. Labels are created based on theoretical concepts and will reflect the core of the 

information found in the documentation of projects (Salinger, Plonka, Prechelt, 2008).  

For this study the codes have been divided into three main themes, being; climate change, 

displacement and conflict. All of these themes have been categorized into sub-themes which can be 

seen below under '’codes’’. Based on these codes, the analysis chapter is structured. In this way all 

organizations are systematically analyzed in the same way. An extended version of the codebook can 

be found in the annex below this study. 

Table 2.: Coding table 

Theme: Codes:  Number of codes: 

Climate change Climate change relevance 66 

Climate change Climate change causes 0 

Climate change Climate change effects 177 

Climate change Climate change trends 36 

Displacement Displacement relevance 18 

Displacement Displacement causes 24 

Displacement Displacement effects 19 

Displacement Displacement trends 2 

Conflict Conflict relevance 14 

Conflict Conflict causes 22 

Conflict Conflict effects 17 

Conflict Conflict trends 3 

 

In the analysis the three NGO’s will be discussed separately at first and after there will be a 

comparison between them. The NGO’s will be analysed by viewing the data per topic, so first the 

concept of climate change will be investigated, then the concept of displacement and then the 

concept of conflict. There will also be attention for relations between the concepts. All concepts are 

researched according to the same pattern, main topics that have been taken into account are: 

relevance, causes, effects and trends. Of course, within these main topics there has been focus for 

specific shapes of how these main topics translate themselves in concrete projects executed by each 

NGO.  

The analysis has been done by using the program Atlas.ti which is a coding program. By using codes, 

it is possible to link specific concepts within the data and by analysing these codes, it is possible to 

derive to more general knowledge on the visions of the NGO’s involved in this research towards the 
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correlation between climate change and conflict. The process of coding has been elaborately 

discussed in chapter three of this thesis. From analysing the NGOs’ approach towards these issues, 

there could be a better understanding of how these organisations interpret these relations in the 

field and how this impacts their programming.  

 

3.6 Reflexibility & reliability 
In this section the most important limitations will be summed up, along with the arguments why these 

methods should be suitable for this research. Starting with the limitations it should be noted that this 

research is being done during a pandemic, which makes it impossible to collect first hand data based 

on fieldwork. This evolved in the fact that data collection had to be done through a document study. 

Due to this fact the interpretation of the data may not be exactly the same as they would be when 

retrieved in real life. This is not a big issue since this causes for more objectivity and due to the large 

amount of documents. 

All of the interviewed organisations are actively working on projects in Ethiopia and work on livelihood 

and food and water management. This results in well comparable data for this research and will give 

meaningful claims.  

Another limitation of the research is the fact that there has been no direct contact between the author 

and the research subjects. All data is collected through researching the documentations of experts who 

are working for NGO’s. This should not be a troubling issue for the results, since the experts who will 

be interviewed all work with local people and have close contact with the local people and are well 

aware of the processes which are happening in the country.  
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Chapter 4: analysis 
In this chapter, the observations retrieved from the collected data will be presented and analysed. 

The different NGO’s will be discussed one by one and after there will be a comparison to see to what 

extent they deal with these concepts differently or in a similar way. The references in this chapter 

will exist mostly of numbers. These numbers correspond with the numbers of the documents 

provided by the NGO’s and they are listed in table 1 in the previous chapter. 

 

4.1 Oxfam Novib 
The first NGO which will be discussed and analysed in this research is Oxfam Novib. Different sources 

of data have been used to understand what Oxfam Novib does in Ethiopia on the topics: climate 

change, displacement and conflict, the selection of which is described in chapter three. Carefully 

picked project evaluations of their work in Ethiopia concerning climate change have been coded and 

analysed. In this chapter there will be an overview of the views expressed by Oxfam Novib 

concerning climate change and the relation between the concepts of climate change, displacement 

and conflict. 

From the analysis of documents provided by Oxfam Novib it will be possible to provide a systematic 

overview of how this organisation looks upon climate change and how they react on this issue. By 

doing this, empirical case-related data will be translated into a systematic analysis of their views and 

after it can be possible to compare this with theories which have been discussed in the previous 

chapters.  

 

4.1.a. Climate change 

Oxfam has been involved in projects concerning climate change in Ethiopia for over ten years. The 

view upon climate change has been shifting since the beginning of the 90’s from viewing shifts in the 

weather as temporary shifts and slowly changed into a major concern for the livelihoods and food 

security1. This is similar as the views that have been expressed in the literature, where climate 

change gained popularity around the same time. 

 
1 Oxfam Novib. (2010). The rain doesn't come on time anymore; poverty and climate change in Ethiopia. 
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According to Oxfam Novib, the dramatic consequences of climate change are especially harmful in 

Ethiopia since many Ethiopians are living in poverty and are already facing harsh circumstances23. 

Thereby, eighty-five percent of Ethiopian citizens depend on agricultural activities4. This resulted in a 

big focus of Oxfam Novib upon the effects of climate change on the agricultural communities in 

Ethiopia4. Climate change, and its dramatic consequences, has grown to be one of the greatest 

humanitarian problems in Ethiopia’s history8. Fighting the consequences of climate change has 

therefore, become a reoccurring concept within Oxfam’s projects12345678. Many of which are focussing 

on consequences on livelihoods, displacement and availability of food and water. Like the ACCRA and 

WASH projects. 

4.1.a.i. Causes of climate change in Ethiopia 
Oxfam Novib does not elaborate much concerning the causes of climate change, they mainly focus 

on its effects and how these influence the Ethiopian lives and livelihoods. Since Ethiopia is ranked 

eleventh of two hundred-thirty-three countries in the world in terms of vulnerability to physical 

impacts of climate change, it is hard to consider a huge shift towards sustainability in order to slow 

the effects of climate change down (CGD, 2011). Ethiopia is not a country that has contributed much 

on climate change since they have a very little industrial sector within its country6. It is mainly due to 

larger industries across the world, but Ethiopia is one of the countries to be the first to experience 

severe consequences of climate change (IPCC, 2013).  

 

4.1.a.ii. Relevance of climate change in Ethiopia  
Since the consequences of climate change in Ethiopia are so severe it makes climate change an 

enormous relevant topic in this country, according to Oxfam Novib1368. Oxfam Novib estimates that in 

Ethiopia Around 7.6 million people are facing severe hunger and 9.2 million people are expected to 

not have access to safe drinking water. An estimated 300,000 children are expected to become 

severely acutely malnourished. Oxfam Novib works in different projects, for example ACCRA (African 

 
2 Oxfam Novib. (2011). Preparing for the future? Understanding the influence of development interventions on 

adaptive capacity at local level in Ethiopia. 

3 Oxfam. (2012). Evaluation of Ethiopia drought response 2011/2012. 

4 Oxfam Novib. (2013). Disaster risk reduction programming in Ethiopia's Somali Region project effectiveness 

review. 

5 Oxfam Novib. (2014). Policy overview – Ethiopia climate resilient green economy. 
6 Oxfam Novib. (2015). Climate change spending in Ethiopia. 
7 Oxfam Novib. (2016). Governance in Ethiopia; impact evaluation of the climate change and resilience alliance 
project. Effectiveness review series 2016/17. 
8 Oxfam Novib. (2017). A climate crisis.  
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Climate Change and Resilience Alliance), WASH (Water, Sanitation and Hygiene) and SWIFT on the 

consequences of climate change by providing emergency food provisions and emergency water 

supplies. The organisation also tries to provide communities with food supplements, like vitamins 

and minerals in order to try and prevent disease outbreaks7. This is why a large percentage of the 

budget for programs in Ethiopia of Oxfam Novib is 14 percent. Due to the scale of the problem is so 

large, they claim that alliance building is key in dighting effects of climate change. Oxfam Novib works 

with many international and local partners, but also with Save the Children in ACCRA and WASH. This 

shows that both organisations have similar intentions and views towards climate change.  

Besides the catastrophic direct effects, Ethiopia is a very vulnerable country regarding its political 

instability, lack of natural resources and dependency on agriculture. So not only does it bring loads of 

new humanitarian issues, it also has a worsening effect in already existing problems in the country8. 

Ethiopia is one of the poorest countries in the world where seventy-seven point five percent of the 

people live on less than two dollars a day and forty-six percent of the total population is 

undernourished. Ethiopians living in poverty are additionally suffering the effects of climate change, 

both more variable climate and more extreme weather events1. These numbers are at risk to 

increase steeply since eighty-five percent of the population depends on agriculture. The agricultural 

sector in Ethiopia is especially vulnerable to the adversities of weather and climate: it is rainfed, done 

using relatively basic technologies, and on tiny plots of land. Another climate and weather sensitive 

activity is pastoralism. When there is not enough pasture or water, pastoralists encounter enormous 

losses of livestock, their most important asset1. With these already existing vulnerabilities climate 

change can be considered as a multiplier effect in Ethiopia, it puts more pressure on weak 

institutions and the livelihood. What shows the relevance of climate change in Ethiopia is, according 

to Oxfam Novib being a humanitarian NGO, mainly visible in the effects of climate change as they 

show the rising issues for the people. Oxfam Novib provides aid and education on the topic to tackle 

practical complications rather than trying to figure out how the concept of climate change works. 

This results in them showing a great deal of interest in how to help people with urgent issues, like 

water and food shortages and increase efficiency in agricultural practices3. 

Oxfam Novib (2011)2: ‘’ Climate change is real and happening now. The past three years have been 

the hottest ever recorded. Average global temperatures are now one degree Celsius higher than pre-

industrial levels, largely due to human activities.’’ Climate change is not a distant, future threat, it is 

helping fuel this emerging catastrophe in which poverty, chronic malnutrition, weak governance, 

conflict, drought and climate change have combined to create a perfect storm. While some still deny 

the severity of climate change and question the need to combat it, others are struggling for their 

lives as climate change makes a bad situation worse8. Across the Horn of Africa, in Ethiopia, Kenya, 
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Somalia, and the autonomous region of Somaliland, 12.7 million people are facing severe hunger. 

Additionally, it’s expected that 15 million people will not have access to safe drinking water across 

these three countries in 20178. Even if global temperatures are limited to the 1.5 or well below 2 

degrees set out in the Paris Agreement, it is highly plausible that this will still result in higher 

temperatures in East Africa8. The average number of Ethiopians requiring food aid is growing by 

more than half a million people per year. These chronic and increasing aid requirements may soon 

extend beyond the capacity of early warning systems. Farmers and pastoralists, who are already 

struggling to cope effectively with the impacts of current climatic variability and poverty, will face a 

difficult task in adapting to future climate change7. With increasing effects of climate change it gets 

harder for people to come by and provide for their families, this makes the work of Oxfam Novib 

more urgent for several communities. 

 

4.1.a.iii. Measured effects of climate change 
In the last decade Oxfam Novib has been mentioning climate change in many of their projects in 

Ethiopia12345678. They report that consequences of climate change has been an increasing factor 

within the humanitarian framework, which gained a massive amount of attention. While 

documenting recent projects climate change has a prominent role and has effects on Ethiopia’s 

society in different forms. Especially for farmers Oxfam Novib reports that climate change has been 

causing great complications. Increasing droughts, flooding and the decrease of livestock due to a lack 

of grazing lands have contributed in the increasing need for humanitarian aid for these people. This is 

not a small group of people, eighty five percent of the Ethiopian people are farmers or pastoralists 

and therefor highly depended of the land and a stable weather pattern. According to Oxfam Novib 

climate change has disastrous effects for Ethiopia, since it is already vulnerable due to political 

instability, lack of natural resources and a dry and arid climate. Especially droughts are very risky for 

Ethiopia according to Oxfam Novib3 7. Not only does Oxfam Novib provide food and water for the 

farmers, they also learn them new techniques and provide them with stronger seeds8. 

Rapid population growth, limited arable land, reliance on biomass for cooking, and a shortage of 

employment opportunities in the industrial and service sectors have increased pressure on the forest 

and land resources in Ethiopia, thus increasing land degradation through exploitation and misuse. 

According to Oxfam Novib, climate change is expected to manifest itself in the frequency and 

intensity of floods and droughts, as well as in variable temperature and rainfall. If rainfall is more 

intense and frequent, even more soil will be stripped from farmers’ fields, resulting in the loss of 

valuable nutrients which will affect crop yield. Just one extreme climate event, like drought, flood, 

unpredictable rain can devastate a year’s crop and impoverish a family, nullifying the hard-won gains 
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of several successful past growing seasons. Even relatively small events during the growing season, 

like too much or too little rain at the wrong times, can spell disaster4. So, the impact of the droughts 

and floods are very serious, due to the vulnerability of many Ethiopians. With so many changes it will 

become impossible to predict weather events and therefore hard to prepare for them. Moreover, 

there will likely be times when even households with the most ‘resilient’ and adaptive livelihood 

strategies will find it tough to get by. 

Ethiopia was ranked 11th of 233 countries and other political jurisdictions in terms of its vulnerability 

to physical climate impacts, and 9th in terms of overall vulnerability. Yet little is known about its 

people’s adaptive capacity at individual and community level, or how existing interventions influence 

a community’s ability to adapt2. 

 

Droughts: 

The main effect of climate change in Ethiopia that Oxfam Novib highlights in its reporting are 

droughts. The prolonged drought over the past three years is part of a three-decade trend. Droughts 

are not new to this region, but they are increasing8. According to their reports, based on interviews 

and meteorological data, it has been observed that in recent years droughts have become more 

intense, prolonged and more frequent. This has disastrous consequences on the agricultural sector 

which is the largest sector in Ethiopia, due to the importance of the sector many Ethiopians are 

depended from it for income and food. By providing communities with different seeds, for example, 

that are more resistant to the new climate, Oxfam Novib tries to be of support for the Ethiopian 

people8. Another way in which Oxfam Novib is trying to help is by educating farmers so they will 

know when droughts will come and how to make the best harvests. This is done by an early warning 

system in which early signs of droughts are being noticed and dealt with accordingly6. 

Overall, small-scale farmers and pastoralists reported to Oxfam Novib in 2010 that the short and 

infrequent rainfall has negatively impacted crop production and food security, livestock, forestry, 

energy, water, and health1. Normally, parts of Ethiopia experience two rainy seasons per year. 

However, residents interviewed said that the rainfall pattern in the last three to four decades has 

become highly variable and erratic in terms of amount and distribution. The rainfall, when it occurs, 

is usually heavy and often causes floods, with hailstorms and/or windstorms. They reported that the 

short rainy Belg season has failed repeatedly in the past 20 years; farmers have had to wait up to 10 

months in recent years to see rain. They also said that most months of a year are dry even during the 

main Kiremt rainy season. This ruins livelihoods and destroys families, as locals report1.  
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Droughts do not have to be humanitarian catastrophes. Severe drought is undoubtedly contributing 

to the scale of this disaster, but according to Oxfam Novib the current crisis has also been caused by 

people and policies. Chronic poverty, slow international action, weak governance, limited resources 

(such as land and livestock), lack of alternative sources of income and livelihoods, lack of knowledge 

and expertise, increase vulnerability and decrease people’s capacity to cope, Oxfam Novib claims. 

Because the resources to adapt are very scarce these small shifts in weather patterns are 

problematic for the Ethiopian farmers3 5.  

According to interviews held by Oxfam Novib among Ethiopians, many of the preferred water 

sources for animals (birkhads, earth ponds and subsurface dams) had also dried completely 

increasing the stress on human water sources3. Within the last two decades, both Lake Alemaya and 

Lake Sefi Degoa have ceased to provide water. These lakes are of huge importance to function as a 

source of water. Severe water shortages increased the risk of water borne diseases. Moderate to 

severe malnutrition was widely reported in children and lactating mothers. Excess livestock mortality 

was reported across the region, with mortality levels as high as sixty to eighty percent in localized 

areas. The multiple and devastating impacts of the drought were exacerbated by high local cereal 

prices, local conflicts and restricted humanitarian access in some areas3.  

Thus, communities are faced with simultaneously increasing risk, vulnerability, and climate 

variability. As Dama Boruu, a 42 year old mother of five living in central Ethiopia, explains, “We used 

hear about drought but nothing like what is happening nowadays, it has been occurring too 

frequently. When such occurrences happen, before if a household had more livestock than their 

neighbour they would share their cattle with them but unfortunately everyone is the same now, we 

are all in the same position.”1. 

 

Floods 

While a direct connection has not established by the International Panel on Climate Change, an 

increasing number of scientific assessments claim that climate change may make El Niño stronger 

and more frequent. This will result according to Oxfam to more rainfall and therefor an increased risk 

of floods4. Floods have increased in frequency which, when combined with increased variability, have 

had a major negative impact on growth in agriculture5. Short but intense precipitation has led to 

flooding and soil erosion, while the late onset and early stop of rain has caused crop failures. 

Seventy-two percent of the interviewed households said they cannot produce sufficient food to 

sustain their families year round1. Due to failed crops and soil erosion it will get harder for many 

people to sustain themselves with a sufficient amount of food to get through the year.  
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Even though, the issue of flooding is assessed by Oxfam Novib to be less relevant for Ethiopia it is a 

direct effect of climate change and it will lead to scarcity of food and resources for many people. By 

providing the Ethiopian people with food and water as well as shelter, Oxfam Novib is trying to 

support these people who have been a victim of flooding. Flooding causes devastating consequences 

and whole houses can be lost, that’s why these people are reliant on the help of Oxfam7. 

4.1.a.iv. Trends in climate change 
There has been a clear shift within Oxfam Novib concerning reporting on droughts. This became 

more structural and droughts increased and intensified, this shift happened around 2005. From then 

on the organisation started implementing the term climate change. After some years, in 2010, Oxfam 

Novib started to structurally help the Ethiopian population to be more adaptive for future droughts, 

this shows that Oxfam Novib has been perceiving the droughts as something more permanent. 

With some assistance from non-governmental organizations and the government, small-scale 

farmers and pastoralists are adopting a variety of context-specific coping mechanisms. In the rural 

areas, Oxfam Novib helps farmers to shift to more drought tolerant crops and varieties, improve 

forest conversation and management practices, diversify energy sources, and seek alternative means 

of income from off-farm activities1. Since climate change negatively impacts poor people the most, 

the strategic framework for 2011 – 2016 invested in economic activities to make them more resilient 

to greater climate variability and change2. This has been done by immediately investing in livelihood 

opportunities and risk management strategies for poor farmers and pastoralists, particularly women. 

By promoting greater community exchanges on adaptation strategies so that communities can learn 

from each other. One such possible strategy is micro-insurance. Invest in better disaster and conflict 

management practices to address recurrent drought and conflict.  

 

4.1.b. Displacement 

4.1.b.i. Causes of displacement: 
Displacement is the second concept that has been researched within the activities and views of 

Oxfam Novib in Ethiopia. In order to deal with droughts or flooding as an effect of climate change, for 

some people there is no other option but (temporary) migration. Migration in Ethiopia has even 

become the most commonly reported response mechanism to drought, measured by Oxfam Novib7. 

Two thirds of the informants interviewed by Oxfam Novib believed that temporary migration, despite 

its hardships, was an effective response, and indeed, the only option because of the lack of 

opportunities1. This does not necessarily means that this migration will be permanent, in most cases 

only the men will leave. When drought comes, men will migrate looking for work in construction, 
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factories, and hotels. Not only do they migrate for jobs, in cases of farmers it can also be a quest for 

places with available feed and water in times of scarcity. Based on this information it can be said that 

Oxfam Novib sees a direct linkage between climate change and displacement8. As a response, Oxfam 

Novib is mainly trying to provide communities with necessary goods in order to prevent migration. 

Also the education and provision of different crops are attempts to make the population more 

resilient to droughts and floods2 5 8. They also work quite a lot on accommodating refugees, in 2018 

they reported 3 million internally displaced people in Ethiopia8. So, this is a large part of the work of 

Oxfam Novib in Ethiopia. 

4.1.b.ii. Relevance of displacement 
Because of the large number of times that Oxfam Novib mentions displacement in their 

documentation, it can be said that it is an important topic for the organisation. Even though it is not 

as much mentioned in their documentation as other adaption methods, for example the 

implementation of the early warning system2. This is confirmed by the extent that displacement 

comes back in the projects that Oxfam Novib has in Ethiopia. Beside some cases of emergency water 

and food provisions for refugee camps, there is not much programming on displaced people6. They 

see it as an important topic, but they do not deal much with it.  

 

4.1.b.iii. Effects of displacement 
Due to the fact that mainly males migrate, women get more responsibilities on their shoulders. 

Quarrels, violence against women, and divorce were cited by Oxfam Novib as common during times 

of drought. So, Oxfam Novib reports an increasing risk for conflict as a result of changes in the 

climate. For pastoralists the effects of increasing droughts can be even more disastrous, since they 

lose their livestock due to a shortage of available drinking water and food. This results in the loss of 

the main source of income for pastoralists and therefore they are not able to sustain themselves. 

This leads to more dependency on external actors that offer emergency aid, like (foreign) 

governmental support and NGO’s, like Oxfam Novib. An estimated 1 million pastoralists in the south-

east of Ethiopia are currently sheltering in several refugee camps, due to the fact that they sustain 

themselves through a nomadic livelihood by following the rains. Because of the lack of rain in this 

area, they are forced to abandon their traditional livelihood and rely on humanitarian aid6. Oxfam 

Novib responds to this by offering humanitarian aid in terms of offering emergency food and water, 

but also by offering education for children among the displaced Ethiopians. This all happens together 

with the government and other partners in the WASH program which targets people who need 

humanitarian aid due to droughts and floods8. 
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4.1.c. Conflict 
As seen in previous chapters, Ethiopia has had an extended history of conflicts. These conflicts 

involved mainly territorial disputes with neighbouring countries or civil war concerning repression of 

a certain group within the country. Conflict as a result of climate change has not occurred (yet), 

according to the reports of Oxfam Novib, though climate change puts more pressure on the political 

system and the resources of people which leads to more vulnerability among Ethiopian citizens7. So 

far Ethiopia has experienced a peaceful period over the last years, one person interviewed by Oxfam 

Novib states: ‘’ Compared to the past, we have peace and security, and access to school and health 

services. But we are getting poorer because of environmental changes and because we have fewer 

animals’’. Oxfam Novib has not found a direct link yet between climate change and conflict, but they 

do notice that people are getting more vulnerable, due to scarcity and as a result there is more 

tensions between communities8. 

Oxfam Novib does not deny that this relation is not present, based on the fact that they propose to 

invest in better disaster and conflict management practices to address recurrent drought and 

conflict. By not specifically stating this relationship it does not mean that Oxfam Novib is not aware 

of its existence. By increasing humanitarian aid and providing needing communities with resources, 

they help to sustain livelihoods and prevent them from feeling neglected and not heard by the 

government7. If people in drought affected areas get to be in such a desperate situation in which 

they are not able to provide their families with food, it could escalate into rebellion against the 

government. In a way Oxfam Novib helps to prevent this from happening, but they do not specifically 

state this in their reports. Due to the decrease in resources and consequently the decrease in 

livestock, some Ethiopians are getting poorer. Though in comparison with the past, peace and 

security and access to school and health services have been increasing over the last years. Because of 

the decrease in welfare levels for Ethiopian citizens, there has been an increase in dependency of the 

government and external actors. This puts much pressure on the government and contributes to the 

instability of the political system. Also the external actors, like NGO’s and foreign governments have 

to deal with a growing number of people dependent on them. It is therefore more relevant for 

Oxfam Novib to focus on the increasing poverty and the lack on resource, rather than focussing on a 

possible conflict which is not even present yet. Oxfam Novib does not specifically frame this as 

conflict prevention, but it could be seen as this. Maybe in the future there will be a clearer 

correlation between climate change and conflict in the work of Oxfam Novib, but for the moment it 

is not much present457. 
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What Oxfam Novib does focus on is the role of gender during hardships, such as droughts. On 

multiple research grounds Oxfam Novib has found that gender roles are influenced during droughts. 

It was already mentioned that in times like these, often only men will migrate in search for work. Due 

to this male migration, women get more responsibilities. Quarrels, violence against women, and 

divorce were cited as common during times of drought. Also during times of drought, women look 

for off-farm activities. For instance, women sell a local drink called keneto, engage in petty trade, and 

work for relatively better-off people or for people living in urban areas. The payment is often in kind 

(e.g., food for the family). 

4.1.d. Conclusion  
From the analysis of Oxfam Novib it can be concluded that they recognise climate change as a big 

and growing issue in Ethiopia. This can be noted from the many projects that focus on this theme and 

the worries they have expressed in their documentation. The increase of frequency and intensity of 

droughts as well as floods is alarming for Oxfam Novib. As a response they implemented an early 

warning system that can predict future droughts, they are trying to provide water, food and help the 

communities with adaptation measures. For pastoralists the effects of climate change are disastrous, 

since the lack of water means loss of livestock which is their livelihood. 

Oxfam Novib has described climate change as a driver of displacement. The two concepts are in 

relation with each other according to the organisation. Ethiopia is dealing with many displaced 

groups of people, partly as a result of climate change, though conflict is still the main driver. Due to 

male migration in search of work, this puts a lot of pressure on women who stay behind. Displaced 

pastoralists are gathering in refugee camps, without their livestock they are not able to provide for 

themselves and thus fully depended on humanitarian aid, which Oxfam Novib is providing for them. 

This group is the biggest victim of climate change in Ethiopia according to Oxfam Novib5. 

It can be concluded that Oxfam Novib claims that climate change causes scarcity. Their main work 

consists of providing people in Ethiopia with food, water, medicines and housing which shows that 

scarcity is the main issue that derives from climate change. Displacement is an measure that is being 

used quite often according to the documentation of Oxfam Novib5 6 8. 

Oxfam Novib has not found yet any clear relationship between climate change and conflict, but it 

creates risks for the safety of communities. This is because of competition over land and other scarce 

goods. When this competition becomes fiercer it might escalate. Between displacement and conflict 

there is lots of tension according the reporting’s of Oxfam Novib3 6. There are some examples 

mentioned in their writings of rivalling groups of people who have disputes over land and are not too 

content with the arriving of (mainly men of) other communities4. 
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Findings from the literature on climate change and displacement, discussed in chapter 2, are for a 

large part in line with the observations of Oxfam Novib. When looking at the risks for conflict to 

erupt, scarcity is definitely the most common effect of climate change that creates tensions 

according to Oxfam Novib. If the amounts of droughts and floods keep increasing and adaptation will 

be harder, there will likely be times when even households with the most ‘resilient’ and adaptive 

livelihood strategies will find it tough to get by. Access to contingency resources and external support 

e.g. savings, food and seed reserves, social protection, kin and non-kin support networks, and 

emergency services, etc. are therefore, likely to be critical in supporting households to cope with 

shocks and to positively adjust to change4. This increasing need of people for external support from 

the government is problematic in Ethiopia, due to a lack of political stability these needs will 

probably not be fulfilled, according to Oxfam Novib. So the government cannot help the population 

in preventing scarcity of food and water to grow. 

 

 

 



   
 

45 
 

4.2. Save the Children 
The second NGO that will be analysed in this research is Save the Children. Based on several 

documentations of their projects, it will get more clear how Save the Children deals with the effects 

of climate change. Also the impact that climate change has on displacement and conflict, according 

to Save the Children. By doing this, empirical case-related data will be translated into a systematic 

analysis of their views and after it can be possible to compare this with theories which have been 

discussed in the previous chapters. This analysis will be done through several documents created by 

Save the Children in the last decade9 10 11 12 13 14 15. 

 

4.2.a. Climate change 
The first concept of which the views and projects of Save the Children will be discussed is climate 

change. As with Oxfam Novib, Save the Children has been also working on this concept for over a 

decade. By dealing with slowly increasing droughts in the beginning of the century, to systematically 

trying to make the population as adaptive as possible for more regular droughts, as they appear 

nowadays9 10 11. This shift has increased the workload of Save the Children in Ethiopia tremendously.   

 

4.2.a.i. Relevance of climate change 
According to Save the Children, recent effects of droughts were most felt across the Horn of Africa in 

Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia12. Thousands of people have been pushed to the brink of starvation and 

many have died. Even though there has been an early warning system present, which informs when a 

humanitarian catastrophe could occur, the humanitarian system as a whole did not react fast enough 

which resulted in one of the worlds’ largest and most severe humanitarian emergencies11 12. Since 

Save the Children is focused on working for children, this alarming situation demands action in order 

to provide necessary aspects for these children, like shelter, water, food and education. From the 

data it can be said that education is a very important topic for Save the Children in Ethiopia15. As said 

before, just like Oxfam Novib, Save the Children is also involved in the WASH and ACCRA projects. 

 
9 Save the children. (2010). Food security and livelihoods Ethiopia. 
10 Save the children. (2011). Water development in Ethiopia's pastoral areas. 
11 Save the children. (2012). Lessons learnt in early warning system, crises, modifier, economic strengthening, 
livestock production & services, natural resource management, HIV, OVC &PMTCT and MNCH programs. 
12 Save the children. (2013). Horn of Africa two years on report. 
13 Save the children. (2016). Situation report Ethiopia drought response. 
14 Save the children. (2017). Two-year drought response in Ethiopia. 
15 Save the children. (2018). Addressing the humanitarian-development nexus in the Horn of Africa. 
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This means that Oxfam Novib and Save the Children have similar views on the topic climate change 

and respond in a similar way. 

The dependency on erratic and unpredictable rainfall is the main issue in Ethiopia, Save the Children 

says. Yields are low and post-harvest losses are high, creating widespread food insecurity12 14. Along 

with low productivity due to diseases, drought, declining soil fertility and poor farming methods 

prevent the creation of stockpiles. There are also little alternative forms of income due to degraded 

natural resources and poor market access. This has already been a problem since 2012 and lead in 

that year to already two-point-five million households who suffered from chronic, transitory or acute 

malnutrition 11. Low productivity, inadequate access to food, poverty, large family sizes and closely 

spaced births contributes to this issue. Real retail prices of products, such as sugar, cereals, cooking 

oil, and kerosene, have risen considerably in recent years, leading to increased food insecurity among 

rural and pastoralist families. In particular, women and children have little control over family 

resources or income11. Save the Children can impossibly help all these people, but they have been 

providing emergency food, water and healthcare for thousands of children. In 2016 Save the Children 

spent over 90 million US dollars’ worth of relief activities in Ethiopia 14. 

Save the Children claims that in 2016, seventy-eight percent of the population is reliant on rain-fed 

agriculture or pastoralism. When drought hits many people are not able to provide for themselves. 

Due to effects of El Nino, some parts of Ethiopia have been hit by the third successive rainfall failure 

which has led to race against the clock in order to provide the need of food of ten-point-two million 

people. Government figures show that people in need of humanitarian assistance increased from 

two-point-nine million people in January 2015 to four-point-five million in August 2015 due to a 

period of failed rainfall13. Food insecurity would remain a problematic factor for over a year, at the 

next harvest of November 2016. Save the Children has provided help for many people in this area, 

especially children in order to provide them of food and water, since children are among the most 

vulnerable in a food crises14.  

Another reason why Ethiopia is particular vulnerable for climate variability according to Save the 

Children is that a dominant form of livelihood in the country is pastoralism. Pastoralism is a livelihood 

in which more than fifty percent of the income is obtained from livestock and livestock products, 

mobility is an important asset of this lifestyle in order to avoid climatic risk and ensure sustainability. 

In Ethiopia’s lowlands pastoralism is the dominant use of land, it covers between fifty-four and sixty-

one percent of the country’s surface12. In the Afar region the population is predominantly pastoralist, 

ninety percent of the people 1.4 million people who live there sustain themselves through this 

livelihood and the other ten percent practises agro-pastoralism. In the Somali region eighty-five 
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percent of the 4.4 million people are pastoralists. In Ethiopia pastoralism counts for a large part of 

the country’s national income as well, the direct value of pastoralism is estimated to be $1.68 billion 

per annum and this does not reflect substantial unofficial trade in livestock and livestock products12. 

 

4.2.a.ii. Causes of climate change 
Like Oxfam Novib, Save the Children does not pay much attention to the cause of climate change, 

since from the ground in Ethiopia there is not a lot they can do to stop this process. It is embedded in 

national politics how they deal with the issue of climate change. This is why Save the Children, just 

like Oxfam Novib, are mostly involved with activities to respond on effects of climate change. They 

have also been involved in evolving the early warning system to predict future droughts, but tackling 

the root causes of climate change in Ethiopia is not possible. 

 

4.2.a.iii. Measured effects of climate change 
Effects of climate change documented by Save the Children in Ethiopia have been present for over 

ten years and consequently also in their projects. Save the Children gives droughts as the main effect 

of climate change in Ethiopia, floods are being seen as a major issue too, but floods do not get as 

much attention as droughts. Noticing the effects of climate change has shaped their projects for a 

large part. Since the emerging of large scale droughts, there have been many more emergency aid 

projects than before. Save the Children’s responses to these issues will be presented in this chapter.  

Droughts 

Based on the amount of projects and beneficiaries of Save the Children concerning droughts, it can 

be concluded that droughts are the main effect of climate change relevant to Save the Children10 11 13 

14. From their projects over the last 10 year it can be seen that there is much focus on adaptive 

measures in order to prepare for future droughts11. Since Save the Children is mostly focused on 

children, one of their main activities contains distributing food and access to water in order to help 

malnourished children. The food security and livelihood programmes of Save the Children target 

pastoral and inadequate moisture areas of Ethiopia, in these areas child malnutrition and food 

insecurity are highest9 12 15.  

Trough many different programs like Food Security and Livelihoods (FSL) and Water and Sanitation 

and Hygiene (WASH) Save the Children has been trying to improve health and nutrition and by 

supporting child protection in emergencies and education in emergencies they are helping especially 

children in drought affected areas. As a direct effect of drought 450.000 cases of severe malnutrition 
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amongst children was projected by Save the Children in 201613. To deal with such a huge number, 

they have been training health workers, equip facilities and treated affected children. With the help 

of Save the Children new stabilisation centres have opened across the country and they have 

strengthened hundreds of existing centres by providing equipment, medical supplies, training and 

logistical support14. 

Save the Children in Ethiopia is trying to fight the effect of drought by increasing access to basic food 

and protect livelihoods, so that they can prevent children from becoming malnourished and reduce 

people’s dependency on food aid. In 2016 Save the Children was responsible for providing food aid 

for over 377.000 people each month, this also includes the provisions of livestock feed and animal 

healthcare13 14.  

Market prices have risen considerably in recent years, leading to increased food insecurity among 

rural and pastoralist families12. In particular, women and children have little control over family 

resources or income. Because of the lack of many crucial products, this has great impact on the 

health situation in Ethiopia. As a direct result of drought, 450.000 cases of severe acute malnutrition 

amongst children has been reported by Save the Children during 2016. Save the Children has been 

training health workers, equip facilities and treat affected children. In 2016 they were able to treat 

close to 30.000 children for severe malnutrition13 14.  

In order to help people recover from droughts, Save the Children also provides them with seeds in 

order to enjoy the next harvest, since many people were forced to eat or sell their seeds or did not 

obtain enough seeds from the last harvest as a direct effect of the droughts. They were able to reach 

76.600 households and provide them with necessary seeds13. 

 Besides the effects of drought on food supplies and harvests it self-evidently has huge influence on 

the availability of water. In 2016 an estimated five point eight million people were in need of water in 

Ethiopia according to Save the Children. In this year Save the Children was able to provide 200.000 

people with water provision13 14. 

Education is another major part of the projects of Save the Children in Ethiopia as a response to 

droughts. Droughts lead to hard situations for all people, as a result schools have to close in some 

case. This means that thousands of children could be deprived of their chance for an education and a 

more prosperous future. Save the Children provides temporary or transitional learning spaces and 

mobilise parent and communities to support learning for youth. This is being done by ensuring school 

children and teachers to have access to water for drinking and hygiene. Also are they strengthening 

existing child protection systems and making sure that children affected by drought gain the 

resilience and skills to cope13. 
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Increasing variability in weather conditions exacerbates the frequency and severity of droughts and 

floods, and increases the uncertainty of seasonal rainfall patterns. Natural resource and 

environmental degradation, climate change, low levels of education, lack of access to basic health 

services, poor governance, and high population growth rates have significantly reduced the average 

farm size and per capita food production in Ethiopia14. Drought shocks have weakened the 

productive capacity of pastoral and smallholder farmers, leading to high dependency on 

humanitarian support. Consequently, many populations have no time to recover and rebuild herds 

and food stocks between consecutive drought events15. 

 

Floods 

Apart from droughts, Save the Children also addresses the calamities caused by floods in Ethiopia as 

a result of climate change. This is being caused due to improper natural resource management. This 

effect I contributing to the environmental degradation of the land and as a result increased food 

insecurity for families and children. This is especially felt in pastoral areas. In order to help the people 

in these areas, that are taunted by floods, Save the Children is helping to improve natural resource 

management14 15.  

One of the reasons for increasing floods is caused by the increasing effects of El Nino. This 

phenomenon has been happening in Ethiopia for a longer period of time, but it is getting more 

intense and more irregular. Due to this aspect it becomes harder for farmers to obtain a successful 

harvest14.  

 

4.2.b. Displacement 

4.2.b.i. Relevance of displacement 
Save the Children is trying to respond to displacement by addressing the nexus between the effects 

of climate change and displacement. Internal and cross-border displacement are both drivers and 

results of protracted crises in Ethiopia, as well as for the rest of the Horn of Africa, according to Save 

the Children12. Save the Children acknowledges displacement as a direct result of climate change. 

This goes especially for small scale farmers and pastoral communities, since their livelihoods are 

depended on weather patterns. By increased periods of droughts and irregular rainfall it becomes 

harder to obtain a successful crop and to find decent grazing areas for their livestock. This leads to a 

lack of food and pushes these people to find an income elsewhere, either in a town or areas where 

there are less extreme droughts. Displacement is perceived as an effect of climate change, but 
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displacement can also be seen as a cause of conflict in the region. It can be a driver of inter-

communal disputes between displaced people and people who live in the areas where displaced 

people arrive, since the displaced people are desperate and in need of an income to provide for their 

families. They are seen as competition for the receiving community 12. Save the Children is helping to 

provide for refugees in Ethiopia. With a focus on the continuing of the education for children, health-

care for children and food and water supplies 9 11 15. 

 

4.2.b.ii. Causes of displacement 
Save the Children describes effects of climate change, like droughts and floods as the main driver of 

displacement. In order to prevent displacement as the last resort of the farmers who cannot sustain 

themselves, due to failed harvests, Save the Children is working on several projects to help the 

farmers to being able to stay in their own region. Examples of these projects are seed distribution, 

because of failed harvests they have not been able to collect new seeds for future harvests or they 

were forced to sell their extra seeds. By distributing these seeds, Save the Children tries to make the 

farmers more self-sustaining11.  

 

4.2.b.iii. Effects of displacement 
Of course, the main effect of displacement concerns the housing in refugee camps for so-called 

‘’climate refugees’’. Save the Children has been working on several projects to provide these people 

with a roof above their head and emergency food and water aid13. By using the term climate 

refugees, it shows that Save the Children sees the displacement of these people as a result of climate 

change. 

Apart from providing housing and basic needs for the displaced people, Save the Children is also 

trying to help these people for the long term. By longer term investments in social and economic 

infrastructure, jobs and cash assistance Save the Children is trying to support greater self-reliance. By 

offering this help they aim at mutual benefit and resilience of refugee and host communities. This 

lead to a new framework in which displacement is no-longer viewed as a humanitarian and/or 

development issue with each actor playing a role in promoting durable solutions with the leadership 

of the government and engagement of humanitarian and development spheres. 

Another way of helping the displaced people is by education. Save the Children is trying to improve 

literacy and numeracy, this requires a holistic approach that includes learners, teachers and the 

greater community. It is important to incorporate teacher training, especially in displacement 

settings where teachers may lack literacy and numeracy training and skills13. 
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4.2.c. Conflict 

4.2.c.i. Relevance of conflict 
The Horn of Africa has been an area in which conflicts have been present for a long period of time. 

Protracted crises resulting from prolonged conflict, recurring drought and natural hazards, as well as 

cycles of displacement characterize several parts of the Horn of Africa, including Ethiopia. The scale 

of crises, stretched resources and the need to support communities to step out of the cycles of 

dependence on humanitarian assistance have resulted in several initiatives by Save the Children, 

including the resilience agenda aimed at enabling a transition into recovery and development.  For 

Save the Children conflict is directly related to drought and displacement, since climate induced 

displacement causes risks for communal clashes due to scarcity of natural resources. Also conflict 

leads to the largest amount of displaced people in Ethiopia 13 15. This shows that the situation in 

Ethiopia, according to Save the Children, is most in line with the scarcity thesis formulated by Homer 

Dixon (1999). Scarcity creates desperation and more tension in communities, when there is no other 

way then to use violence in order to receive what is needed, then the situation could escalate. 

Luckily, this is not the reality yet, but if the situation keeps developing in this direction things could 

escalate. 

4.2.c.ii. Causes of conflict 
Save the Children identifies scarcity of water as one cause of conflict in the context of Ethiopia. 

‘Water is not only a key resource, it is also in the centre of management of all dryland resources, 

including pastures, and is often a cause of conflict’ 11. When water is scarce, there could potentially 

be more tension and increased risks for conflict. 

Furthermore, Save the Children reports that displacement can be another cause for communal 

clashes. ‘Both internal and cross-border displacement are drivers and results of protracted crises in 

the Horn of Africa. To address this, regional and international frameworks have been set up with the 

aim to not only address the sudden influx of populations but also the effects of protracted 

displacement’ 15. This is again about scarcity, when there is more competition for the same scarce 

goods, tensions rise and could potentially lead to violence. 

4.2.c.iii. Effects of conflict 
Due to a long history of conflicts in the region, there are many rivalling clans and groups of people. 

According to Save the Children this leads to distrust among members of different groups. Therefor 

the organisation speaks of a rather low level of solidarity between groups and this makes it harder to 
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expect host communities to tolerate displaced people, when they are in need of help15. Save the 

Children found some friction between hosting communities and displaced people or ‘’climate 

refugees’’, but there has not been active conflict noticed by the organisation14. By keep working to 

prevent these issues, like conflict and lack of food and water, Save the Children hopes to create long-

term sustainable solutions to improve the situation of the people. In this way Save the Children sees 

a clear relation between the concepts of climate change and conflict. So, climate change increases 

risks for people and people are getting poorer, this is the main focus of Save the Children is to 

provide in needs and prevent communities to clash15. Also the view of Coenders (2004) is visible 

here, regarding the ethnic competition theory. Due to a low solidarity between different groups of 

people within Ethiopian society, there is more risk for violence because competition is fiercer. There 

are many different cultures and languages in Ethiopia, so a low level of solidarity between groups 

creates tensions. 

 

4.2.d. Conclusion 
Save the Children has been also working on climate change for over a decade. By dealing with slowly 

increasing droughts in the beginning of the century, to systematically trying to make the population 

as adaptive as possible for more regular droughts, as they appear nowadays9 10 11. 

This organisation has been dealing with effects of climate change, but has not been paying much 

interest in causes of climate change.  

After droughts and floods Save the Children helps the Ethiopian people to recover form it by 

providing them with emergency food, water, seeds, emergency housing and education. By doing this 

they reach many people and are of very relevant for humanitarian aid in Ethiopia. By trying to help 

diversify the livelihoods of people and by implementing an early warning system to foresee coming 

droughts, Save the Children helps to improve the lives of many people. 

Save the Children is working with people affected by droughts and floods who have been forced to 

leave their homes. The displaced people that Save the Children is working with are mainly displaced 

as a result of climate change. They focus with these people mainly on trying to provide them with 

food and shelter, and to continue the education of displaced children. 

Save the Children highlights the long history of armed disputes and conflicts in the Horn of Africa and 

tries to aim for development in conflict affected areas. The organisation has been reporting friction 

between communities, especially between displaced people and the receiving communities. Save the 

Children is trying to prevent any form of escalation by providing scarce goods, like food and water. 



   
 

53 
 

Save the Children sees an effect between climate change and conflict and tries to prevent this from 

happening. 

Save the Children sees a clear connection between the main subject of this study. They acknowledge 

droughts and floods as a clear effect of climate change. Also do they see displacement as a result of 

these effects of climate change. And due to scarcity and tensions between hosting communities and 

displaced communities, there is an increased risk for violent conflict. Save the Children perceives this 

as a very dangerous situation, but besides providing food, water, housing, education and alternative 

farming techniques there is not much they can do to prevent climate change to become worse.  

Even though Save the Children and Oxfam Novib are involved in some of the same projects (WASH & 

ACCRA) they are still very different. Save the Children is more involved in working with climate 

refugees and in particular, of course, children. Also does Save the Children have a more expanded 

view and documentation concerning the potential development of violent conflict.  
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4.3. OCHA 
The third and final organisation that is being used for this research is OCHA. With its partners, OCHA 

claims to contribute to principled and effective humanitarian response through coordination, 

advocacy, policy, information management and humanitarian financing tools and services. OCHA’s 

country and regional offices are responsible for delivering the core functions in the field by 

leveraging functional expertise throughout the organization. In Ethiopia specifically they are working 

on several projects aiming to fight widespread food insecurity, malnutrition due to recurrent drought 

impact; and disease outbreaks such as acute watery diarrhoea (AWD), mainly due to poor hyenic 

facilities in refugee camps and in drought and flood impacted communities. OCHA aspires to effective 

coordination of humanitarian aid between the international community and the government. This is 

important because Ethiopia has a highly complex context of humanitarian disasters and ever 

increasing inter-communal violence and displacement. OCHA expresses the importance of the 

involvement of different clusters to ensure a coherent understanding of need, response approach 

and monitoring systems16 17 18. 

 

4.3.a.i. Climate change relevance 
Also OCHA has been pointing out the relevance of climate change in Ethiopia since 2008, based on 

the numbers of times that this topic comes back in their documentation starting from 2008 (OCHA, 

2008). From that time on, climate change gained increasing attention over the year. As of today 

climate change has a large focus of OCHA, 15 percent of their programs are focussing on climate 

change and its effects21. Due to effects of climate change, OCHA reports that there has been a 

significantly smaller amount of rain 17. As a result, OCHA claims to experience large numbers of 

people in need of emergency food and water. ‘Climatic shocks greatly affecting successive harvests 

and high food price inflation have combined to drive food insecurity and malnutrition significantly 

higher’ 20. OCHA has linked an increase in the need for humanitarian aid directly to climate change 

and therefor has been working on this topic for over a decade now together with the government 

and their partners. In 2010 there has been a relatively large amount of rainfall during summer, but 

during winter the rains were poor. This led to declining food security situation in the country, 

according to the multi-agency needs assessments at the end of 2010, mostly among (agro-)pastoral 

communities in the south and south eastern regions 16. Additionally, there has been a strong La Nina 

episode in the Pacific Ocean that started in the summer of the same year. Not only a lack of water 

can be an issue, because of the heavy rainfall in summer, flooding is being caused in some areas of 

 
16 OCHA. (2011). Humanitarian requirements 2011. 
17 OCHA. (2012). Humanitarian requirements 2012. 
18 OCHA. (2018). Humanitarian and disaster resilience plan. 
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the country 16. This shows that changes in rainfall patterns can have catastrophic consequences for 

the food security of people in Ethiopia.  

That’s why the Ethiopian government is taking strong leadership in order to mitigate the effects of 

climate change through a range of health, water, food distribution and agriculture related inventions. 

This is a lot to deal with and therefor OCHA is helping the government by supporting them finically 

and through different programs 16. 

In Ethiopia they have the unfavourable situation in which there is a mushrooming population, which 

means that it is rapidly expanding, and a critical dependency on rain-fed agriculture. This dangerous 

combinations leads to an acute risk concerning food security for millions of Ethiopians when rains fail 

or droughts increase 16. 

The shortage of food is disastrous for the whole population. When rains fail, consequently harvests 

fail, market prices for food shift and increase to skyrocketing levels. At the same time livestock prices 

decrease at an even faster rate. As a result the purchasing power of drought affected smallholder 

farmers is threatened, since they can buy less with the money that they have. These numbers are in 

line with the trends of El Nino presence, according to Ethiopia’s National Meteorological Agency 

(NMA)19. 

Due to changes in the climate an estimated 2.9 to 4.55 million people were in need of emergency 

food and nutrition assistance at the end of 2015. The combination of droughts, an increasing 

population and a rainfed agricultural dependency makes climate change a very relevant topic in 

Ethiopia, according to OCHA 19 21. 

 

4.3.a.ii. Climate change effects 
Effects of climate change have been reported by OCHA in Ethiopia for over a decade. OCHA sees 

droughts as the main effect of climate change in Ethiopia, floods are being seen as a major issue too, 

but at a much smaller scale. The observed effects of climate change has shaped their projects for a 

large part. Since the emerging of large scale droughts, there have been many more emergency aid 

projects than before. OCHA’s responses to the effects of climate change will be presented in this 

chapter. Scarcity seems again to be a disastrous consequence of droughts and floods. 

 

Droughts: 

 
19 OCHA. (2015). Slow onset natural disaster. 
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OCHA has been helping out in Ethiopia by dealing with drought effects. The organisation has 

developed an emergency and recovery agricultural intervention plan which aims at providing 

agricultural support. In this plan OCHA will improve the provision of improved seed, animal health 

(treatment, Vaccination and equipment), commercial de-stocking and provision of supplementary 

livestock feed (multi- nutrient block, and hay). The interventions are used to strengthen links 

between recovery and rehabilitation 16. Droughts have tremendous impacts on the land and the 

availability of food and water. Besides, there is an increased risk of disease outbreak. Also livelihoods 

of Ethiopian people are endangered, because of livestock death.  

In 2016, the Ethiopian government and their humanitarian partners provided emergency food to 

some 10.2 million people. Also they rolled out the largest national emergency seed response to some 

1.5 million households. This project also included providing clean drinking water for 10 million people 

20. As a result many households lost their livestock and other productive assets. OCHA concluded in 

their 2016 assessment that the expected harvest would be below the usual level, in some regions 

there would be between 50 to 90 per cent crop loss 21. This lead to a huge spike in the number of 

people that are in need of humanitarian aid. In the first half of 2017 another new drought was 

reported, which results in more need of additional support to cope with new losses of livestock. This 

is a returning event which result in the fact that small farmers and households are not able to (re-

)built their livelihoods and will be in constant need of humanitarian aid 20. 

A problem for OCHA concerning provision of aid is that the areas that are experiencing new drought 

are quite large and sparsely populated with limited infrastructure. This imposes a huge challenge for 

providing potentially lifesaving assistance.  

Another indirect effect of droughts is the high amount of children who drop out of school. Due to the 

drought situation many schools are forced to close. As a result 34,907 children who attended schools 

in the Somali Region have dropped out to stay with their families, according to the Somali Regional 

Education Bureau (2017). The same goes for schoolchildren other regions.  

To respond to the effects of the droughts OCHA helps the government to provide poor households 

with seeds to plant their full land holdings and improve household food and nutrition security 20. Also 

agro-pastoral and pastoral households will be supported with interventions on crop-and livestock-

based livelihoods. In 2017 OCHA already noticed results from the seed distribution program, there 

 
20 OCHA. (2017). Humanitarian requirements 2017. 
21 OCHA. (2017). Humanitarian Bulletin nr. 40. 



   
 

57 
 

has been sufficient quantities and qualities of food in most areas. Not all livelihoods are fully 

recovered, but OCHA notices some progress 20. 

 

Floods: 

Besides the increasing amount of droughts which cause many problems concerning food production, 

also flooding is a huge issue in several parts of Ethiopia. The intensity and amount of rain results in 

soil erosion, water logging and floods. Floods cause damaged fields and crops with a risk of failing 

harvests. OCHA Is trying to help to prevent this by giving out seeds in order to replant the crops 16. 

In 2016, Ethiopia witnessed an extreme El Nino effect, which had major public health repercussions. 

Outbreaks of several diseases, such as AWD and scabies. Flooding also destroyed health facilities in 

different regions and displaced more than 200.000 people 20. 

The government in cooperation with OCHA has identified locations where increased flooding is very 

likely to take place. The effects will be mitigated by some government interventions, like the 

construction of dams 18. 

 

4.3.b. Displacement 
Displacement can be seen as an extreme measure to deal with the effects of climate change. Most 

people who are being displaced as a result of effects of climate change, are being forced into it as a 

last resort. They do not really have a choice but to go elsewhere in search for food, water and work. 

This can be found from the fact that displacement gets linked to climate change from 2016 by OCHA, 

before this time it has not been necessary yet to migrate or that people were displaced, according to 

OCHA 21. This shows that the intensity of droughts have gotten worse and made the circumstances 

unbearable. There is a high potential for displacement of whole communities due to lack of available 

drinking water and other scarce resources20. 

 

4.3.b.i. Displacement relevance 
Due to lack of rains and the loss of livelihoods an increasing number of people is migrating or being 

displaced. Pastoralist community heads of households are a good example of the people who 

migrate due to climate change. They will search for pasture for their livestock. When there is not 

enough drinking water available, there is a high potential risk for a whole community to be 

displaced21.  
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OCHA estimated in 2015 that 376,000 people were at risk of being displaced across five regions 

within Ethiopia (Afar, Amhara, Gambela, Oromia, and Somali). The majority of whom live in the 

Somali region, where the largest part of the population is member of pastoralist communities 19. Due 

to drought and flooding displacement can appear. Either houses are damaged or people have to 

move in search of food and water. This could potentially exacerbate communal conflict which in turn 

leads to more displacement. The government food contingency plan expects 210,600 people to be 

affected by flooding and at least 105,300 people at risk of displacement 20. 

 

4.3.b.ii. Displacement causes 
Displacement can be caused by various factors. Often violent conflict is a huge driver of 

displacement. In the context of Ethiopia the lack of food and water is also of great importance. The 

relation between climate change and displacement is rather new in the documentation of OCHA in 

Ethiopia, only since 2016 have they been writing about this as a causal effect 20 21 18.  ‘’Of the 718,000 

people who were displaced in 2016, more  than half have returned to places of origin. An additional  

376,000 people are estimated to be displaced in 2017  due to foods, drought and/or confict.’’20 In 

2018 OCHA reports 500,000 displaced people as a result of a climate induced-shock. 18 

Ironically, displacement as a result of droughts occurs mostly among pastoralist communities, which 

are nomadic people. Since they cannot make do in their livelihoods, since their livestock died from 

drought. In 2016 pastoralist communities were forced to abandon their shelters and belongings, as a 

result of extreme droughts. They are desperately in need of humanitarian assistance and in search 

for shelter. Due to lack of resources, OCHA describes, inter-community tension and clashes which led 

to more displacement 20. ‘’In 2017, severe drought conditions continued  in lowland, mostly pastoral 

areas, rendering hundreds of  thousands destitute and displaced.’’18 

By using the Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM), which has been carried out in the period 

September until October 2016, OCHA has identified 167,688 persons who have been displaced in 

Ethiopia. Of this large number, 66 per cent were youngster under 18 years old. According to the 

research 33 per cent of these displaced people have been displaced as a result of inter-community 

clashes. Only 23 per cent has been displaced due to droughts and another 44 per cent due to 

flooding. So, most displacement is a result of direct effects of climate change, according to the 

observations of OCHA. The second cause they name in their documentation is inter-community 

clashes. This can also be due to an increase in droughts and flooding, which results in people crossing 

communal borders. In total in their report of 2017 OCHA states that half a million people have been 

displaced due to climate induced shocks 18.  
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The majority of displaced people within Ethiopia were in Somali, Gambella, and Afar regions. 

According to the Displacement Tracking Matrix, that OCHA uses, 55 per cent of the displaced 

population are living among host communities and have to share the limited resources. In some 

places in the Somali region the population is hosting more than double their population size 20.  

In the Southern and Eastern parts of the country OCHA sees a high potential for displacement of 

whole communities, because there is simply not enough drinking water. Many heads of households 

in low-land areas may migrate in search of pasture for livestock. Competition over scarce water 

points may lead to an increase of inter-communal tensions 20. 

A third cause of displacement that has been named by OCHA is conflict induced displacement. 

According to their 2018 report around one million people are displaced as a result of conflict around 

the border areas of Oromia and Somali regions21. The Ethiopian government has put in place a plan 

to respond to the needs of all internally displaced people in the country. The plan of the government 

entails three possibilities for internally displaced people, which are: (1) voluntary return to areas of 

origin; (2) voluntary integration with host communities; and (3) voluntary resettlement to selected 

areas. More than half of the one million displaced people from border areas wished to return to their 

areas of origin. The others are planned to be assisted with integration and resettlement options 18. 

 

4.3.b.iii. Displacement effects 
OCHA reports several effects of displacement in their documentation. The first logical effect of 

displacement is the fact that displaced people are unable to sustain themselves with food and water. 

Because these people had to leave their home and work they do not obtain an income anymore. 

They had to leave their lands, so growing their own food in agricultural activities is not possible 

either. OCHA provides health and nutrition services to remote and mobile populations 20. OCHA 

reports a direct causal relationship between flooding and other drought or conflict-related 

displacement and needs for food, shelter and non-food items 22. In order to try to help to sustain the 

needs of displaced people, OCHA supports organisations that provide health and nutritional services 

to remote and mobile populations. Also they support areas that are known to host displaced 

communities within OCHA’s operational areas 20. 

Another effect of displacement concerns children. As a result of being forced to abandon their 

homes, displaced people’s children are not able to attend school anymore. In their 2017 report OCHA 

estimated that 2.9 million children had to stop going to school. With their interventions, OCHA is 

trying to give these children educational opportunities by teaching children in refugee camps and 

bring teachers to remote areas of the land 18.  
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OCHA also found that child protection risks had significantly increased. These risks include: children 

migrating without parents, child marriage, psychological distress and sexual violence against women 

and girls. Between October and April 2016 the Ethiopian Bureaus of Women and Children’s Affairs 

and Labour and Social Affairs identified 6,597 unaccompanied and separated children in search of 

livelihood and other opportunities. And more than 8,800 children were in need of child protection 

services and referrals. OCHA noted linkages between droughts, student absenteeism, child migration 

and child labour 20. 

 

4.3.c. Conflict 

4.3.c.i. Conflict relevance 
in 2015 OCHA wrote a report on the increasing effects of EL Nina. In this report there were already 

warning signs for scarcity of basic needs, like lack of food and water to evolve in inter-communal 

clashes. In this year there had been a bad harvest and food insecurity and malnutrition were rising 

dramatically. There have been concerns that the so-called ‘hunger season’ could be extended for 

eight more months for a large number of Ethiopians. OCHA expected that without more rainfall it is 

inevitable that life-saving needs will climb drastically 19. OCHA seems to be engaged with the 

Ethiopian government and local partners in many reconciliation activities, but not on active violent 

conflicts. Preventive projects are in place, like providing enough drinking water and housing refugees, 

so they won’t be involved in potential intercommunal conflicts20 18. Conflict is a priority for OCHA, but 

preventing conflict even more. As long as the efforts of the government and NGO’s can prevent 

conflict, they will do so. But OCHA claims that the situation is not sustainable and that tensions are 

rising 19 21. 

 

 

 

4.3.c.ii. Conflict causes 
From 2017 on OCHA has been predicting inter-communal clashes to happen due to the large amount 

of people that have been displaced. In turn, this will lead to even more displacement and a further 

need for humanitarian aid 20. As for now, there have been no inter-communal clashes on a large 

scale. OCHA reports violent conflict as the largest driver of displacement, after is climate change at a 

growing rate. Scarcity due to climate change is being reported as a large driver of tensions. Also 

ethnic tensions have been reported as drivers of violence. It can be concluded that OCHA’s findings 
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are in line with the scarcity-thesis of Homer Dixon (1999) and with the ethnic competition theory of 

Coenders (2004).  

In 2018 OCHA rates conflict driven displacement as a key humanitarian issue 18. This has resulted in 

over one million displaced people. there are huge health risks for displaced people, so OCHA is trying 

to improve conditions in refugee camps by providing food and water and preventing disease 

outbreaks. OCHA is involved in many projects to prevent conflict in Ethiopia, but also to response to 

victims of conflict by offering protection, education, medication, food and housing18. Among these 

key humanitarian issues is also ‘protection concerns due to drought and conflicts. OCHA has been 

facing big challenges in providing aid in Ethiopia, especially since 2018 when effects of climate 

change became more severe and lasting 18. 

 

4.3.c.iii. Conflict effects 
As described above, OCHA reports displacement as the biggest effect of conflict. The additional 

humanitarian needs have risen a lot due to conflict. Only in the border areas of Oromia and Somali 

regions, 857,000 Ethiopians have been displaced due to conflict over the course of 2017. These 

people will require relief assistance and recovery support in 2018. The Ethiopian government is trying 

to respond to all displaced people in the country, both due to climate and conflict 18.  

In 2018 OCHA and the government have been working together on opportunities for displaced 

people due to conflict to return to their homelands. Besides returning there is also focus on 

rehabilitation and recovery. By trying to support reconciliation between communities, the 

government and OCHA are pushing the level of displacement back. This seems to be working, but 

there is still much humanitarian aid needed, like relief, basic services and protection services. 

Humanitarian partners of the government seek to accommodate response to the displaced people as 

part of a bigger response mission to the increasing droughts. This also includes preparedness for 

possible displacement in the future by stockpiling relief items and undertake market analysis. Here is 

a clear link visible between the droughts, displacement and conflict 18.  

‘’As it currently stands 1,078,429 individuals of  the IDP caseload are displaced due to  conflict, 

528,658 individuals are climate-  change induced IDPs displaced by drought,  foods, mudslides and 

flooding, and a further  are displaced due to other factors such as  economic/development linked 

displacement,  social tensions and protracted displacement  due to volcanic eruption.’’18 

At least 93,000 conflict-displaced school-aged children in Oromia and Somali (of the 250,000 

identified in whole Ethiopia) have their schooling interrupted due to displacement, and hence 
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require the full package of education in emergency services – which includes temporary learning 

facilities, WASH services, school feeding and learning stationary23. 

4.3.d. Conclusion 
To conclude, OCHA is well engaged in humanitarian aid in Ethiopia. They work closely together with 

the government, which gives them a good overview on the priorities concerning humanitarian aid. 

Therefore, OCHA has a coordinating role in humanitarian aid in Ethiopia. OCHA claims to contribute to 

an effective humanitarian response through coordination, advocacy, policy, information management 

and humanitarian financing tools and services. With the projects they are involved in they try to fight 

widespread food insecurity, malnutrition due to drought impacts and disease outbreaks in refugee 

camps and drought and flood impacted communities. Also OCHA is involved in the WASH project, this 

shows that there is a strong collective of NGO’s in the country. This means that it is a great problem 

and asks for cooperation across different actors. 

Violent conflict is the largest driver of displacement, according OCHA. In the context of Ethiopia the 

lack of food and water is also of great importance. The relation between climate change and 

displacement is rather new in the documentation of OCHA in Ethiopia, only since 2016 have they been 

writing about this as a causal effect. In total in their report of 2017 OCHA states that half a million 

people have been displaced due to climate induced shocks 18. 

In 2018 OCHA rates conflict driven displacement as a key humanitarian issue. This has resulted in 

over one million displaced people, another half million due to climate-change induced displaced 

people. OCHA reports of links between climate change and displacement and displacement and 

conflict, so the these three themes are surely related according to OCHA. 

OCHA definitely sees coherence between the concepts climate change, displacement and conflict. All 

of these contribute to a larger humanitarian need. ‘OCHA reports that internal displacement due to 

flooding caused by heavy kiremt rainfall and resource-based inter-communal conflicts in some areas 

increases humanitarian needs’21.  

 

4.4 Comparison between organisations: 
In this final part of the analysis chapter of this thesis, there will be a comparison between the 

observed organisations. This comparison will be based on their views on the three core concepts that 

have been researched, being climate change, displacement and conflict. And there will be also a 

comparison based on the links these organisations make between these concepts. An interesting 

observation is that it was expected that there were big differences between the organisations, but in 

fact they work on similar projects and seem to be needing each other to work better. There are some 
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small differences in focus and projects, especially between OCHA and the other two, but that is 

caused by the fact that OCHA has a more coordinating role in the field of humanitarian aid in 

Ethiopia.  

Since OCHA is part of the United Nations, they have a large budget and target a huge group of people 

in Ethiopia. In 2018 they spent 1.494 billion U.S. dollars on humanitarian aid in Ethiopia. With this 

amount they targeted to help out 9.45 million people. For Oxfam Novib the amount spent on 

humanitarian responses are 376.1 million U.S. dollars in 2018 in Ethiopia with this amount they 

targeted 15,1 million people. Save the Children has a much smaller reach, they helped out 1,4 million 

people in need of humanitarian aid in 2018 in Ethiopia with an amount of 46,7 million U.S. dollars. 

4.4.a. Climate change 
To start with the definition of climate change, all organisations use the same working definition as 

used in the literature in chapter 2. All three organisations address climate change as an urgent issue. 

Within the range of projects of each organisation in Ethiopia, climate change is a large part of their 

efforts. Also have these parts been growing at a very similar rate. They have all been working on the 

topic for over a decade. Oxfam Novib and Save the Children stated that they have been experiencing 

changes in the weather. At first they have been viewing these changes as temporarily, but since the 

beginning of the 21st century it became clear that this is due to a larger process. Also OCHA shares 

this view, although it is not explicitly written, they started working on the theme and using the term 

‘climate change’ around the same time. 

All organisations have been involved in projects which try to make the Ethiopian population more 

adaptable to climate shocks. This has been done by implementing early warning systems, developing 

better crops and providing the population with their basic need. Oxfam Novib and Save the Children 

have been involved in a couple of projects together, which shows that they have similar views on 

how to deal with climate change. Also OCHA is involved in the WASH project together with the other 

two organisations, which shows how important water and hygiene are according to the 

organisations. 

In reporting about the effects of climate change the organisations are rather homogenous. They 

observe similar effects being mainly droughts and in smaller amounts floods. Scarcity, as a result of 

effects of climate change, is also a large theme within the programming of these organisations. 

The approach of the organisations is mostly similar in the projects that they participate in. OCHA has 

more partner organisations and therefore involved in more smaller projects. Oxfam Novib and Save 

the Children are involved with large international organisations. There are slight differences in 

dealing with the effects of climate change. They have different priorities, for example Save the 
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Children focuses on providing education. While Oxfam Novib is more involved with emergency 

responses and OCHA focuses on development in cooperation with the government. 

All three organisations are involved with early warning systems so that Ethiopians are able to 

anticipate on future droughts and flooding. They all try to provide emergency help like food and 

water supplies. And, also in providing different seeds and other small adaptations to the livelihoods 

of Ethiopians.  

4.4.b. Displacement 
All organisations involved in this research are engaged in activities concerning displacement. Both 

climate change and conflict are said to be drivers for displacement in Ethiopia. Climate change causes 

droughts, which kills the livestock of farmers and floods results in people who are forced to leave 

their homes. These effects are acknowledged by all organisations 8 13 18.  Though it seems like OCHA is 

working more with conflict induced displaced people than the other organisations. In the 

documentation of Oxfam Novib and Save the Children there have been more reports on climate 

induced displaced people rather than conflict induced.  

In their response the organisations are similar as well, providing shelter for displaced people, as well 

as providing education for displaced children. OCHA is most involved in arranging refugee camps, 

since it has closer relations with the Ethiopian government. Save the Children is the main actor in 

providing education and try to make a structural change, by training teachers as well. 

In the reporting of Oxfam Novib migration is being identified as the most commonly reported 

response to droughts8. Scarcity has been a mediating factor in this effect, since its caused by climate 

change and creates the need to look elsewhere for means to survive. Ethiopians do not only migrate 

in search of food and water, but also in search for jobs in cities for a more sustainable outcome. 

Oxfam Novib also reports that displacement creates big safety risks, especially for women. Quarrels, 

violence against women, and divorce were cited as common during times of drought. 

The effects of displacement are various, but similar across the reporting of the organisations. 

Though, the focus of the organisations is different. For example, Save the Children has a big focus on 

the continuing of the education of children. Oxfam Novib focuses on health risks. While OCHA is 

trying to make structural changes to prevent causes of migration as well as providing shelter for 

displaced people. So, Oxfam Novib and Save the Children focus more on emergency response and 

OCHA is trying to search for structural improvements, together with the government. 
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4.4.c. Conflict 
On causes for conflict the three organisations in this research hold similar views. But, Oxfam Novib is 

more in line with the view of Homer Dixon on the scarcity thesis. They claim that scarcity is creating 

the most tensions and might eventually cause conflict. Save the Children takes it one step further and 

agrees with the fact that scarcity creates tensions, but they also claim that more people will be 

displaced due to scarcity. These displaced people will experience low inter-group solidarity and 

consequently perceive tension and possibly violence. In Ethiopia’s long history of conflicts, many 

were caused by territorial disputes with neighbouring countries or civil wars caused by repression of 

certain groups within the country. Still most disputes in the recent times were caused by 

disagreement over land and resources. Not yet has there been a conflict that was directly caused by 

climate change, according to Oxfam Novib, Save the Children and OCHA.  

Oxfam Novib reports that Ethiopian people are getting poorer due to environmental changes, which 

causes more vulnerability. Save the Children also notices this effect, just like OCHA. Save the Children 

also emphasizes the fact that displacement is causing tension between hosting communities and the 

displaced people. This friction could potentially lead to disputes, but these have not yet come to 

pass. Also Oxfam Novib and OCHA have not reported a dispute of this kind. The other two 

organisations do mention this as a risk factor.  

Oxfam Novib also focuses on gender issues in times of droughts. Quarrels, violence against women, 

and divorce were cited as common during times of drought. Save the Children focuses on the 

absence of education for children due to conflict. So, all organisations report the same effects, but 

their interventions are different. 

The direct relation between climate change and conflict is not yet found in the reports of all 

organisations in this research. But they all warn for potential risks for conflict in the future. 

Displacement is being mentioned as a cause for tensions between communities and displacement is 

mentioned as a direct effect of climate change. So, climate change and conflict are certainly linked to 

each other according to Oxfam Novib, Save the Children and OCHA. 
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Chapter 5: Conclusion and discussion 
In this chapter the findings of this research will be discussed. These will be compared with the 

theoretical framework, from chapter 2. From here there it will be attempted to formulate an answer 

on the research question: ‘’How do Oxfam Novib, Save the Children and OCHA perceive and respond to 

effects of climate change and its influence on the livelihood of communities in Ethiopia between 2010 

and 2018, and how are these changes in livelihoods perceived as potential drivers for displacement and 

(ethnic) conflicts?’’ 

After answering the research question, based on the analysis in this research, there will be a 

discussion section in which the deficiencies of this research will be taken into account. Based on the 

deficiencies there will be a proposal for future research to follow up on this research on the topics 

climate change and conflict. In this way this research will contribute to the scientific debate around 

these themes.  

It was expected that mainly Oxfam Novib and Save the Children would have had very similar 

responses and projects in Ethiopia, since their values and work in other countries is quite 

homogeneous. Of course Save the Children is much more focused on saving lives of children, but 

within their programs the two organisations are rather similar. OCHA is way more involved on a 

higher level with the Ethiopian government and is coordinating the work of NGO’s. This creates more 

of an overarching role, but nevertheless a very important one. This also describes the main 

difference between OCHA and the other NGO’s, since OCHA is not a real NGO because it is a part of 

the UN. It is good to see that there is so much cooperation between the NGO’s in Ethiopia on the 

topic of climate change. This shows that it is a major problem and demands collective action.  

Climate change has been a prominent topic for over a decade within the programming of the NGO’s 

that have been researched. The attention for this topic has been increasing every year and it got 

integrated more and more within the projects of the NGO’s. Interesting to see that this rise in 

attention happens at a similar rate across organisations. The effects of climate change are being 

perceived at the moment as problematic and are being seen as great risk factors for the population 

in Ethiopia, especially people in rural areas. This has been confirmed by all organisations in the 

research. In comparison with the past, around 2010 the effects of climate change were perceived as 

something temporary. This finding is in line with the literature concerning climate change. Since the 

beginning of this century the attention for climate change in scientific literature has increased 

tremendously, especially climate change as a result of human activities. Based on size of target 

groups and investments, the organisations are rather different.  
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The three main effects of climate change that have been recorded by the three NGO’s are droughts, 

floods and consequently scarcity of resources. Droughts has been the most discussed effect, since it 

affected the largest amount of people in Ethiopia. Due to droughts many crops were lost, this 

resulted in millions of Ethiopians who became dependent on emergency food. This has also been 

described in scientific literature, that with global warming one of the largest effects would be more 

droughts, so this was expected to be the largest effect of climate change. 

Also floods resulted in many failed harvests. NGO’s together with the Ethiopian government played a 

huge part in handing out food, but also accommodated trainings in alternative farming techniques 

and handing out seeds for the coming harvest.  

Both droughts and floods are contributors of scarcity caused by effects of climate change. Scarcity is 

a concept that comes back a lot in the documentation of the NGO’s. According to these organisations 

scarcity has a mediating effect on the relationship between climate change and displacement. They 

see in the field that climate change leads in many Ethiopian rural areas to extreme weather events, 

which in turn lead to failed harvests. This causes a lack of food and available water, which leads to 

displacement. In many documented cases this displacement consists of moving to a more urban 

environment, hoping to find work.  

As a result of these major direct effects of climate change, there are more indirect effects of the 

phenomenon. Displacement is an effect that has had a big role in the projects of the NGO’s. The issue 

of climate refugees cannot be overlooked while looking into this case. It was the most frequent 

reported adaption method by the NGO’s in Ethiopia. This shows how desperate people in rural areas 

of the country feel and how problematic the situation is. Conflict was reported to be still the biggest 

driver of displacement, but climate change is increasing in this aspect. Especially, pastoralists have a 

hard time adapting to the effects of climate change and are not doing well in different livelihoods, 

which is not strange if they have been living this way for centuries. Displacement causes for many 

problems. When people leave their homes in search of work, food, etcetera there is much they have 

to leave behind. It has far-reaching consequences, like children who have to drop out of school.  

The relation between the concepts of climate change and conflict were not directly found in this 

research. There has been reporting of small quarrels between communities and violence against 

women on a small scale, but large scale conflicts due to climate change has not been reported. 

However, do the organisations warn for increasing risks because the situation is getting worse. Large 

amounts of displaced people, less available jobs and shortages of food and water are all factors that 

could possibly contribute to a higher likelihood that a conflict could arise. Therefore, the 
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organisations recognise the importance of adaptive measures and that the population is prepared for 

future droughts. 

As said above, scarcity has been the most reported effects of droughts and floods. It has created a 

large amount of people who are in need of humanitarian assistance. This observation is in line with 

the scarcity-thesis of Homer Dixon (1999) described in chapter 2. All organisations in this research 

acknowledge scarcity induced by climate change. According to Homer Dixon (1999), scarcity creates a 

situation which is more prone to conflict, so based on this thesis it can be expected that when this 

situation further develops, conflict over scarce groups will be inevitable. Oxfam Novib, Save the 

Children and OCHA claim that inter-ethnic tensions could be a cause for future escalations. This in 

turn is in line with the expectations based on the ethnic competition theory of Coenders (2004) and 

Coser (1956). When communities have been displaced due to scarcity, there will be tensions 

between them and the receiving community, the in- and out-group. This together with a low level of 

inter-group solidarity creates a situation which is prone to conflict.  

There can be concluded that climate change has a tremendous impact on the work of NGO’s in 

Ethiopia, it calls for an enormous need for humanitarian aid. Especially, in the rural areas of the 

country much is needed to sustain livelihoods, due to scarcity. For many people the situation was 

already unbearable and have been displaced as a result of climate change. The organisations say that 

climate change is a large driver of displacement. Conflict induced displacement is still the largest, but 

climate induced displacement is growing at a fast rate. According to the reports of the NGO’s this has 

dramatic effects on the Ethiopian society. Because of many different ethnic groups and a long history 

of conflicts between them, there is a low level of inter-group solidarity. This effect, together with a 

high level of scarcity created a situation that is alarming. The NGO’s call for structural changes in 

order to help these people for the longer term, because this situation is not sustainable. The risk of 

escalations of violence is very high. 

This research has a few flaws. First of all, it has been written in times of a Covid-19 pandemic. Due to 

this fact it was not possible to collect first hand data in Ethiopia through interviews, because of travel 

restrictions. Therefore, the choice was made to use online data which has been provided by the 

NGO’s that have been investigated in this research. By analysing the documents that they have 

provided this research was being done. This creates discrepancies between the actual situation in 

Ethiopia and the interpretation of the researcher who has not experienced the situation first hand.  

Another flaw is that in November of 2020 a civil war started in the region Tigray in Ethiopia. Even 

though, this war erupted due to disunity between different ethnic groups and clans, there could be 

aspects of climate change that played a role in the commencement of this conflict. It could be the 
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case that displaced communities created tensions in Tigray and that might have been a cause for 

escalation. This could be an interesting follow-up study in relation to this one. Anyways, it has been 

leading to more refugees and more need for emergency response from the Ethiopian government 

and NGO’s. This situation is not sustainable and needs structural changes and hard governance.  
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Appendix  
Annex 1. Code count: 

ID Document Codes Quotation Count 
1 rr-rain-doesn't-come-time-anymore-poverty-climate-

ethiopia-2010 
CC relevance 
CC effects 
CC trends 
Displ relevance 
Displ causes 
Confl causes 

84 

2 rr-accra-ethiopia-development-adaptive-capacity-report-
2011 

CC effects 
CC relevance 
CC trends 
Displ causes 
Displ effects 

55 

3 er-ethiopia-drought-effectiveness-review-2012 CC causes 
CC relevance 
CC effects 
CC trends 
Displ causes 
Displ effects 
Displ relevance 
Confl relevance 

11 

4 er-disaster-risk-reduction-ethiopia-effectiveness-review-
2013 

CC causes 
CC relevance 
CC effects 
Displ causes 

17 

5 cs-accra-crge-ethiopia-2014 CC relevance 
CC cuases 
CC effects 
Displ causes 
Confl causes 

15 

6 rr-climate-spending-ethiopia-2015 CC causes 
CC relevance 
CC effects 
CC trends 
Displ causes 
Displ relevance 
Confl causes 
Confl relevance 

23 

7 er-governance-ethiopia-effectiveness-review-2016 CC causes 
CC relevance 
CC effects 
Displ causes 

14 
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8 mb-climate-crisis-east-africa-drought-2017 CC effects 
CC relevance 
CC trends 
CC increasing 
Displ causes 

16 

9 Food Security and Livelihoods Brief CC effects 
CC relevance 
Displ relevance 
Confl relevance 
CC trends 

8 

10 pastoralism report final 06-08-12 v2 CC relevance 
CC effects 
Confl causes 
Displ effects 
CC trends 
Confl relevance 
Displ causes 

26 

11 LLB Final Document Save the children CC trends 
CC effects 
CC relevance 
Displ causes 

12 

12 hoatwoyearsonreport_18oct2013 CC relevance 
CC effects 
CC creates 
scarcity 
Displ relevance 
Displ effects 

16 

13 two-years-of-drought-response-in-ethiopia-june-2016-final-
fc8b09 

CC relevance 
CC effects 
Displ causes 
Displ relevance 
Displ trends 
Displ effects 

17 

14 EthSetRep_Sep_AugRep_ext_SitRep_2016 CC effects 
CC relevance 
Confl causes 
Displ causes 
CC trends 
Displ effects 
Displ relevance 

25 

15 nwow_report_final_250718 CC relevance 
Confl relevance 
Displ relevance 
Confl effects 
Displ causes 
CC effects 
Displ effects 

20 
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16 Ocha 2011 CC effects 
CC relevance 

12 

17 Humanitarian-requirements-2012 CC trends 
Displ causes 
CC effects 
Confl effects 
Scarcity 
Displ effects 

26 

18 eth_el_nino_v2 CC effects 
CC relevance 
Confl relevance 
CC trends 

14 

19 ethiopia_-_synopsis_of_hrd_2016_-
_as_presented_in_geneva_7_december 

Displ effects 
CC effects 
CC relevance 
Displ relevance 
Displ causes 

19 

20 2017_hrd_40final_ CC effects 
CC trends 
CC relevance 
Displ causes 
Displ trends 
Displ effects 
Displ relevance 

45 

21 Ethiopia-humanitarian-bulletin-40 CC effects 
CC relevance 
CC trends 
Displ causes 
Displ effects 

12 

22 ethiopia_2018_humanitarian_and_disaster_resilience_plan CC trends 
Displ causes 
CC effects 
Confl effects 
Scarcity 
Displ effects 

13 

 


