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Introduction
Refugee child: 61 know what it is |ike to fe

feels like when you know the adults are worried and scared and too busy trying to keep

everyone going stiere isno room to stop. No room to cheick No roomto tell stories. No

room to play. When it feels |ike tKaka worl d m
Yang, 2021)
0Al I i's fair in | ove and wardé i s a prover

things that we think aneght butforget to incorporate the other in these existential choices.
Sometimes these choices benefit others, but frequently they blindsidéothaience, if we
look at the costs of our righteous choices, we may witness devastatitraamd

Trauma as defined in literature, is a powerful emotional shock that penetrates "the
mind's experience of time, self, and the world" eadntually manifests in dreams and
flashbacks (Eyerman, 201%rom this viewpoint, an event is traumatic, not because it is
violent, but because it is unfathomable and as such resists simple understanding, which in turn
can prompt symptoms like headaches)sea, changes in moods and behaviours, as well as
unexpected changes in activity (Barlow, 2018).

Social traumaor Collective traumgErikson, 1975 in Erikson, 1991; Eyerman, 2013)
is defined as a hit on the basic tissues of social life that damages ditecching people and
impairs the prevailing sense of communality. This collective trauma, in contrast to individual
trauma, slowly works its way into the minds of those that suffer. However, it is nonetheless a
form of shock. Even when the web that ferencommunity is not damaged, the wounds
inflicted on separate individuals can let them come together to form an atmosphere or
mentality, a culture as it where, that is different from the dominant (Eyerman, 20113).
social trauma is thus individual traaphowever individual trauma does not always equate to
social traumaThereforethe socialtrauma inflicted on individuals gives leeway into
becominga social categoryYuval-Davis, 2006), a place upon which a collective identity can
be formed.

This collective in my eyes can be as small as the formation of friendship between two
people. Asocial categoryYuval-Davis, 2006) is inevitably social markemupon which a
connection between two people is mabee group that surrounds these two people forms
thereafterfor it is theweldingbetween two shackles that conndute strandf social
networls. Thereforethis thesis will take a constructivist approach towards the formation of a

coll ective and incorpor at e IiBagnesamnwubity Ander son



The Formation of &hird-Culture Exploring the Dynamics of Conflidtiven Migration

In Andersons (1991) view, amagined communitis where a population shares a
bond that spans faiths, political groups, and ethnicity and defines itself as a nation (Anderson,
1991). Here this imagined community is both restricted and sovereign. Restricted because of
having a governing body and sovigrebecause it is constrained by territorial bounds.
Thereforean imagined community is a fictitious bond between strangers who will meeatr
yetshare a social marker.

Going back towards where we start#dumais the unspoken effect of violence and
thus far, ithasreceived little attention in security studies (Schick, 2011). Instead, international
security studies predominantly focus on the persistence of violence and the insecurity of
geopolitics. Thus, neglecting how past and present trauma heigbezurity in the wake of
and during violent conflictOne could describe this as a-dpwn approach instead of a
bottomup approach

Similarly, the way in which trauma can contribute to the constructiemedy images
(Wecke, 1987) and trigger violence (Schick (2011), is rarely at the forefront of the political
debateEven thoughhere is a solid foundation for and debate on the oactgin of ethnic
bonds and identities (Oberschall, 2000; Fearon & Laitin 2000; Sers, 2006), and a consensus
that one should not underestimate the effect of preveieleint imaginariesn a culture
(Schroder & Schmidt, 2002; Whitehead, 2Q0)is term escribes how the committing of a
violent act carslip into the world op e o pitagidagionthisimagination transcends reality
and rational articulatigrbut in doing so can be the causenafre violent realities (Whitehead,
2007).

However howthese violent imaginaries starie¢dde connections thaesultform on
them and howthey endurgremaineluded.On top of thathe idea that the trauma behind
these violent imagerie® social trauma in generabuld connect people cross culturally,

one that is hard to find in academic literature

Irregular Migrants
It is compelling to think about theutcomessocialtrauma could have on irregular

migrants, in particular children and adolescelntegular migrants are composed afst
culturalbackground, most of them sharingsimilar trajectorynamely experiencingnd
fleeing conflict Consequentlyit is also interesting ttok at thesocial canopyheseyoung
migrantscreate or fall into

Referring to the quote at the start of this thesis, experiencing a conflict, fleeihg for

and living in limbo during the journey to safetyuld have a detrimental effect on the human
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psycheThere is no explanation needed as to how any of these pizasbe a cause for
social trauma let aloneanindividual trauma

Additionally global displacemenwas thought to haveached an alime high in
2016, with more than 60 million fleeing war, persecution, economic and climatological
circumstance§Smits, Molenaar, EKamountJanssen, & Grinstead, 201&Jlowever, the
number of forced migration keeps growing and has already re8él@dillion in the year of
2021 (UNHCR, 2022T hat is why nternational migratiofs reaching its heyday at present
thoughit hascharacterised humanity and societies throughivze age¢Boghean, 2016 in
Chamie, 2020jKury & Redo, 2017)

As a result, the discussion surrounding migration is extensive, with multiple scholars
chipping in (Whitaker, 2003/Vhitham,2017; varHoutumé& Bueno Lacy, 2020)Agreeing to
keep in mingd howeverthatthebordershese people are crossiage geopolitical entitieand
mobile people are coined migrants due to certain mobility regimes and-gtgtterpolicies
(Schapendonk, 2020).

The current discourse surroundimgbile bodiesappears to focus on a clehivision
of 'refugees' antinigrants’' An imposedseparationwhich is widely used in both medsnd
politics toexplain and represent the motives of those on the move (Whitham, 2017).
According to Whitham (2017jhediscursive representations of refugees in medigpafitics
basethemselve®n a moraMistinction in which migrants are seen as people who are
motivated by economic gain rather tHieingviolence suggesting that these people had a
choice.This createdhenarrative is created thatigrantsare allegedly less legitimate asylum
seekersBlaming 6 r e f mnayemeris for either causing or spreading violence across borders
(Whitaker, 2003)Even thougtthis violenceis due to refugeesntering aralreadyexisting
political scene, lmerenewcomers withirthis arenaequireadjustments andreatenew
tensionsaltering existing norms (Whitaker, 2003).

The latterperspective, thereforappeas far from the truthithat is whythis thesis will
use the ternrregular migrantsfor those fleeing war and persecution. Someone moving
0i rregul ar | ymostpnebablyethertcduld not affandeny therefore ignoredy
were deniednigrating because dbrmal gatekeepers, i.eegular and orderly institutions
(Runde, Yayboke, & Gallegoo, 2019 is precisely these gatekeepersnstitutions which
make i1t iIimpossible for the | arger part of
Houtum & Bueno Lacy, 2020).
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Irregular MigrantMinors, theUnseen and Unheaiichird Culture Children
As previouslymentionedmigration has characterisedmanitythrough the aged@Boghean,

2016 in Chamie, 202@Kury & Redo, 2017)Along with the migration o&dults children
inevitablyfollow in their slipstreamPerhaps the most popularrteto describe these children
both within and outside of academic literature isThed-Culture Kidor TCK (Fecher &
Korpela, 2016).

It was in the 1950s that John and Ruth Hill Unseem, both respectfully anthropologists
and sociologists, coined the term ThE€dlture Kids (Melles & Schwartz, 2013). They used

this term to refer to the children of American expats living in India, whose first culture

referred to the country from which the pare

culture referred to theountry in which the family was currently living, thesca | | ed O6hos
culture. Finally, the third culture, referred to the culture of the expatriate community in the
host country (Pollock & Van Reken, 2017; Unseem, 1993; Melles & Schwartz). 2002
l atter t hubs biesit@unent varioss cultures and as such is a culture between
cultures (Cranston, 2017).

Lateron, Pollock and Van Reken (20@) defined a Thire Culture Kids (TCK) ag
person who has spent a significant patheir developmentayears outsidéts parenés
culture They thus defin¢he third culture aan international cult@that is placeless
(Cranston, 2017Creatingchildrenwho havea sense of belonging to all these cultyesdo
not possesswnership to any (Fetér & Korpela,2016).Theoretically this mears thatthese
children do not adhere to thmditionaly knownimaginaryborders that the world ingrained
onto paperAdditionally, this would mean that their third culture transcends thmeaginary
bordersand does ndinger on(b)ordering in the traditional sense of the worel, the
simultaneous process of creating anand outgroup (van Houtum, 2021put on creating a
multicultural environment with a different set of rulés imagned communitythat
transcendnationalism because iloesnot adhee to traditionalborderandsovereign ruless
Benedict Anderson (198tlescribed andhoves towards a globalized community with blurred
boundaries.

While traditionallythe term TCKis predominately used for those children that have
t agged m@ivilegadymigration @echer & Korpela, 2016)l would like to bring
forward thecoloniality ingrained ind the word ThireCulture Kidand introduce it as a term to
identify youngirregular migrants, who more often than not spend a significant amount of their
developmental years outside that of their passport coanttycreate variousird cultures in

various countriegp surviveThe di fference between O6expatd

4




The Formation of &hird-Culture Exploring the Dynamics of Conflidtiven Migration

kids, is that the latter have experiencedtiag a child should not and are somehow still
classified asinwantedmigrants.

Coloniality, started at the end of colonialism and is gti#sent today, as some
territories are still under European colonial rule (Prieto Diaz, 2@Ck®dniality, refers to the
persistence of the colonial perspective.,, the continuation of colonial structures and
hegemonies despite the end of colonialiEpistemologically coloniality highlights
6historical ly graupsamdaallectaeseodth iptbeorpticabamnalysis and in
the methodol ogi cal proposalsdé (Prieto Diaz,

This argument, like Mclaughlin's (2018) observations, is consigtiéim the rising
acknowledgment in childhood scholarly debate of the importance of race, gender, and class in
moulding children's lived experiences of childhood. It challenges the commonly held belief
that children are apolitical by exposing the politiclaaracter of childhood via the experiences
of refugee children (McLaughlin, 2018Jighlighting that the portrayal of irregular migrant
kids as simply victims of their parents' ait$acking since this viewpoint not only repeats
state framing but alsoversimplifies and ignores tlowerly complexand individual situations
in which children seek refuge (McLaughlin, 201@) how they make connections.

So irregular migrant networks that already h@erderingsystems in place, most
probably based tliresystemsnitially on coloniality by (b)ordering based on a what happened
ata historicalworld scale After fleeing these (b)orders, created before their time, a new way
to order becomeas necessity and therefore théseders start to blur.

That is whyit is interesting to study irregulani g r animdrsowith various degrees of
social trauma, the reason they left their country of origin in the first plaeesmaller setting
than that ofin inter or intra-state conflict. Thereby zooming in on irregumigrant children/
adolescents to analyse how they view the world and more importantlyripawtantpeer
relationshipsand consequentlhe culture outside thahat of their parentsr their host

country,is for them

Research Objective afresearch Questions
Following the thought process that was mentioned atfmmainresearch questicend is

sub-questionsareformulatedas followed:

How doesxperiencing and fleeing a conflict contribute to the formatibpeerrelationships

between young irregular migranits the Netherland3

1. How ae peerrelationshig important to young irregular migrafits

2. How doyoungirregular migrantsnanage these pesgzlationship8
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3. How do youngrregular migrants form their relationshipad does trauma play a réle
4. Are therecrossculturalpeerrelationshipsand how are theformed?
5. What effect do institutions have time cultivation of thespeerrelationship8
Societal relevance
The societal relevance of this thesis is that it can help to understand the behaviours of young
irregular migrants in and around their hosting facilities, which might be needed seen the
occasional reports of both migrant violence and superiors wrongfalhagingthe situation
(NOS, 2023)With the increased migration of the last few years (UNHCR, 288@)he
radical reform®f the EU migration and asylum norms the¢ being pushed through
(O 6 Ca r2028)I How people mix and mingle has become moreartehan ever.

Looking at how irregular migrant children create a third culture beyond their

traditional boundaries in a known and/ or n e

canopies are created as well as how their social networks dtamtntdy understanding that
having endured social trauma might be a border marker of the third culture that they create,
we might be able to look past the current migration discourse and fditvemsional framing
and sees the human behind the conflictshasirical systems in plac&his is especially
important for kids whose voices are often ignored and are at the blunt end ofigrown
choices Thus,consideringA u t e s @L2) endpkasis on the importance and engagement of
local actors, theimotivations,and their narratives in order to promote peace and stability, yet
not during but after a conflict setting. In this manner, instances of aggression or conflict in
hostingfacilities can be seen from a differgr@rspectiveincreasing the understanding of

why these kids act the way they a@ad how peerelationships are an important factor to
stimulate within these settings.

Finally, this thesis hopes to highlight the immse capacity that these young children
and adolescent teens have, hoping to underline the fact that when policy and social institutions
built on this, these kids could be a force to reckon with and become those that are highly
want ed and n scidye This thesis thevefoee yadvacates for a rootmup
approach to the governance of irregular migrants, especially because the dominant borders
created, e.g. the European EU, appear to change becausdiof to alignwith the lived

experiencesand expectations of the people they regulate (Autesserre, 2012).

Academic relevance
This thesis highlights the resilience of irregular migrant children and adolescents after

fleeing from conflict, derived from their third culture creation. Thereby not only adding to the

(b)ordering debate (van Houtum, 2021) but also proposing an intersbetween the




The Formation of &hird-Culture Exploring the Dynamics of Conflidtiven Migration

colonial borders and the continual creatidmewvarious borderscapes (Mignolo, 2000),
because of irregular migrant children and adolescents encapsulating the border that separates
t het fomihed u. adiitionally, they simultaneosly blurr that border creating a new
dimensionby engaging irborder crossingelationships.

This thesis also contributes to the importanceaaial interaction and peer
relationships withirmental health care in post conflict situatioBi€se& Halverson, 1998;
Gifford-Smith & Brownell, 2003n Peltonen et al., 201®erndt, 1996, in Carter & Kirkinis,
2020, and adds that the trauma the young irregular migrants obtained during a conflict and
while migrating appears to be a trigger for thiutare formation. The friendships underlying
this formation pushowards aeleaseof their mental health issug§allowed,andcould
contributeto start their healing process.

Lastly, this thesis is alsmntributingto the debate on conflict triggers and coloniality
without jumping on the colonial bandwagon (Moosavi, 2020). Thereby possibly contributing

to the debate on mental health anigration analysis

Research Aim
The research aim of this thesis is twofoldstfto reveal the underlying reasons for cordlict

based irregular migration induced social trauma through a literature review and second to
explore whether this trauma is a trigger for the formation of cutttossing friendships and a

start for overconmig social trauma.

Thesis outline
This thesis will first stanvith thetheoretical frameworko explaintrauma in general, linking

it to social trauma. Following this initial operationalisation of social trauma, the effects that
trauma have on children and their peer relations witbbehed onThereafter it will start to
operationalise conflidh general as this is the trigger fanducingsocial traumahat causes
irregular migratiorwithin this thesis

Conflict is thereafter linketb the debate surroundirfig)ordersand natiorstates. Here
astart is madéy openingup the debate surrounding borders in general and the different
thought processes at plaihis will help us understand the way Europe operates and the
policies they uphold.

Thereafter we will take a turn and look at hdecolonial scholars look abloniality
and modernitywhich gives us an introduction as to how the rest of the worldlabthese
terms. Afterwads the debate surrounding borders will be opened amgastmowcase the
decolonial and postcolonial scholars view on what a bordeligblighting theirimportance

when looking at irregular migrants in a world where migration is at its hight.
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This will also make you understand the beginning of the thought process that
encircles the research aiifhereafteit will try to distinguishwanted and unwanted migrants
away from the modern day discours®king abouthe dichotomythat modernity/coloniality
systemicallyhasput in place Here the definition of what irregular migrant youths are will be
given.

To understand why this thought process is not set in place policees that currently
surround migratiornthe termdegitimacy and discourse will be touched up8ignifying their
importance in the effects they have concerning the treatment of inregjgiants.

Finally, this is all linked within a section concerning the creation of the third culture
within irregular migranyouth, and reasoning as to why this is an important ambiguity in
modern migration studies.

After thetheoreticaframework,the methodology and techniques will make their
appearancstarting with the research set up and shortly after how the research was conducted
and which doorsteps whet@o high to stepover. Ensuitbe data analysis, conclusion and
discussion arput intheir rightful place. Lastly there will be r@flection on theentire process

and suggestions for future reseandh be made

Theoretical Framework

Trauma
Trauma research is a hot topic within social sciences (Rad20d€). Within this space the

attention is especially on the ethics and politics of trauma thiowever,to understand the
theory behind the cultural spectrum of the concept, an overview must be given of the different

thought processes at play.

Individual trauma and collective trauma
Traumai s derived from ancient Greek and | ite

2013). Medicallytraumaindicates a blow to the human flesh, which results in an injury
(Erikson, 1991) This blow does not come from within the body, but rather is afflicted upon
the body from the outside. Erikson (1991, 455) says that within medical terminology, trauma
is the blow that inflicts the wound rather than the mental state afterwards or #tesitoat
triggered the blow. Which is in stark contrast to the psychological explanation of the concept
In contemporary psychological and medical literatumgividual trauma is an inflicted
wound on the mingeyerman, 2013)This infliction is causettyé a n e matidckso n a |

power f ul that it breaches 6the minds exper.i

manifests itself in dreams and flashbacks. In this conception, an occurrence is traumatic not

simply because it is forceful, but becauss unthinkable, i n t hat 1t Or esi

r

S

al
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c o mp r e h(EyersnanpSodal theory and trauma, 20138}his explanation, the term
trauma is not the blow itself, but rather the memory of the blow that creates a traumatic effect
(OnwauchiWillig, 2016). Trauma can manifest as symptoms such as headaches, nausea,
mood and behaviour changes, and unexpedtadges in activity over time (Barlow, 2018).
Another addition to the current vision on trauma is not only the recurring of unwanted
memories that alter behaviour, but also the debate surrounding the possibility or impossibility
of memory (Caruth, 1996)t Was this definition that not only made it possible to use trauma
theory in psychological analysis but also in the social scig@msauchiWillig, 2016)
The first person to develop a theagcapsulating trauma and the sbdianension
was a sociologist called Kai Erikson (Onwuagtiilig, 2016). In the 1970s he developed the
concept otcollective traumay firstly diving intoindividual psychological trauma, which he
defined as Ot he stat e oorblowthat mdy prodace digordeved u c e
feelings or behaviouré (Erikson, 1991) as
Collective/Societal traumis a hit on the basic tissues of social life that damages
bonds attaching people and impairs the prevailing sense of commyRalkigon, 1975 in
Erikson, 1991; Eyerman, 2013). This collective trauma, in contrast to the individual trauma,
slowly works its way into the minds of those that suffer, instead of suddenly. However, it is
nonetheless a form of shock. Even when the wetfdhas a community is not damaged, the
wounds inflicted on separate individuals can let them come together to form an atmosphere or
mentality, a culture as it where, that is different from the dominant (Eyerman, 2013).
Thereforethe trauma inflicted on individuals gives leeway into becomaisgcial category
(Yuval-Davis, 2006), a place upon which a collective identity can be formed.
When the unthinkable becomes imaginable, then a community can form itself based
on that imagingon of a shared communalitanimagined communitgAnderson 1981as it
were without having to besovereign owith territorial limits. What this means ithat if the
possibility exists whera community oindividualscancommit violenceor a violent act
when distancing h e  o(®lit,[2@08) thoving themselves awdyom the act and
convircing themselves that they did what is rigtite oppositshould be true as wellhat
when people havemilarities,which make distancing difficulempathy is heightened and
violence is subdued
Within S| i mo s frain® Pedp& will always imagine themselves as the victim,
thereby othering the enemies. This legitimizes their violence, because of the threat the other
posedowards them (Wecke, 198%\ithin the frame of this thesis, people corogdther

throughimaginedsharedived experienceswhich dims down the chancesprbtracted

(

A

(@}
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violence Thus, an imagined community is centre to the formation of a culture. Therefore, it is
the construction of an imagined collective based on trauma, that forms a group identity in the
wake or after a confliclThus,making trauma a social category. It is #teck to the system

that creates the victim.

Child Trauma and Peer Relations
At the end of 2021the total number dfisplacedoeoplewas 89.3 million(Spaas et al,

2021).This isdouble the size it was a decade ago and the largest displacement the world has
seen since World War Il (UNHCR, 2023). Childmaakeup 41 percent of all those that were
forcibly displaced (UNHCR, 2(3.

These 36.5 million irregular migrant minaee foced toconducttheir developmental
yearsin a multrethnic contextlearning to confornto thehost nationenduringsocial and
cultural dislocation and lossl] éhe while navigatingspecific minority and resettlement
relatedhardshipgPacione et al., 2013 in Spaas et al, 2021).

So aside from havingadto experienceonflict educed social traumaregular
migrant youthalsomustface the system that compartmentalizes the world through
coloniality, which steadilylegitimized distrust towards migrantSpaas et al., 2021).
Undoubtablythisbr i ngs its own set of stressors upo
2021).Plus, on gersonal levelthese kiddrave been exposed to violent conflict and
continuedthreas, human rights violations, forced separation from parents or caregivers,
confinement, and torture (Spaas et al., 2021).

The sum of all the previous mentioned inflictsos widely acknowledged to have a
profound impact on the mental health of children and adolescents (Karamet al., 2019)
Researched has provithtmental health issues such as PTSD, depression, and anxiety, were
all found to be higher in ongoing or pagar scenarios (Attanayake et al., 2009 in Puiiam
et al, 2015).Additionally childrenare more likely than adults to be significantly affected,
even if not directly exposed toagedy (Pfefferbaum et al., 201Zhoughthe severity of
symptoms maygiminish overtime for most dhese childrenthe grief and obstacles linked
with the traumatic experiences can last for months or even years in others (Norris, Friedman,
& Watson, 2002, in Pfefferbaum et al., 2014).

Theprocessing othesetraumatic eventmevitably effectchildrenandtheir menal
health (Ehlers et al., 2003s aresult,this processing rears its head in the form of
distraction, cognitive manipulation, social connection, and emotion managesoanmig
methoddor irregular migrant kid¢Pfefferbaunet al., 2014; Qouta et al., 2008).
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Because these kids are resilientividualscould seek ousocial assistance to cope
with stress after a traumatic experience, and the perspectives of others may become influential
in evaluations and reappraisals lo¢ event and its implications (Guay et al. 2006; Joseph et
al. 1997, in Plsaari, 2016)This has both positive and negative consequences.

Forexample peer acceptance, the ability to form and keep friendshipghend
engagement in social networks all have a positive influence in children's optimal development
and weltbeing (Bliese & Halverson, 1998; Giffoi8imith & Brownell, 2003)These psitive
peer elationships support good soci@haviourabdjustment a sense of emotional safety,
and highselfesteem acrodse life spar{Peltonen et al2010)

Another positive impact on irregular migrant youtlsehool attendanc&chool
attendances linked to resilience in refugee youth (Montgomery, 20R@searcitonducted
with Somali teenaggregular migrant§ounda stronger sense of school belongielgted to
decreased sadness and increaseeeffathcy (KiaKeating & Ellis, 2007).

Positive relationships between teachers and pupils are also beneficial to irregular
migrantyouthsociatemotional development and competence (Sullivan & Simonson, 2016).
This suggests thgiositive school achievemenarehelpful withadjustment and acculturation.

Furthermore, positive relationship quality, a subset of social support that includes peer
intimacy, care, and support, hast been linked to maladaptiveehaviourand internalizing
difficulties (Berndt 1996, itCarter & Kirkinis 202Q.

There is, however, a study thetggests that there igasitivecorrelationto be found
between internalizing symptoms and negative friendship qu@ayter & Kirkinis, 2020).

Here negative friendshiguality may lead to worse mental health outcomes for traumatized
youths.This prevalence of internalizing disorders is relatively childhood, but rises
significantly during adolescence (Chow & Ruhl, 2014)

The severity of the individual trauma also influences peer relationships. Peltonen et al
(2010)concluded that children who witnessed or were themselves targets of military violence
had poorer friendships and more rivalry in their sibling relations tbattthatverespared
this trauma.

Political considerations, on the one hand, and trauma theories, on the other, can
explain the data demonstrating the efficacy of siblingship and the failure of peer connections
in protecting children's mental hea({fPeltmen et al., 20100ne of the keys of resilience,
according to Puna#ki (2006), is the disclosure of traumatic experiences and the sharing of
multiple emotionsThefindings implythat family relationships take precedence over other

relationships in general, and especially when threatened.

11




The Formation of &hird-Culture Exploring the Dynamics of Conflidtiven Migration

The political explanation is that war and foreign military occupation create a
suspicious climate (Baker & Shalhe#levorkian, 1999). As a reduthildren may be
apprehensive of entirely trusting their peers to communicate their experiences and emotions.
These experiences can be humiliating and involve feelings of timidity, dread, and humiliation;
therefore, disclosing them to siblings rathemntpaers may be easiétowever this research
was done within a conflict ridden countryhich means that once the kids have left the
conflict climate these findings could change.

All the havoc that has been pl theybadtoon t H
endure social trauma conflict. Conflict and its creation is therefore the trigger for people to
start theirflight, but also the reason that peopterder.The next section will explaiwhat
conflict is, and why it leads tine division of people

Conflict
To become an irregular migrant and seek asylum in a country other than your own, means

leaving behind everything one has ever known. Irregular migrants become individuals that
have been forced to flee their home country due to a legitimate fear of persecution due to their
race, religion, nationality, political beliefs, or participation in a certain social group (UNHCR,
1951).

This means that they are unwillingtorelyontieio me countryds prot
asylum in another countr@ftenduring their voyages teafe haventhey encounter
enormous hazards and hardships, necessitating international protection (UNHCR, 1951). One
of the reasons that could force irregular migrants out of their homelands is the presence of
social trauma inducingonflict.

The scholarly world's dmition of violent conflict is continually changing (Demmers
2012, 3). The emphasis in the various discussions and disciplines that conflictsblalies
always changes depending on the aspects highlighted in the definitions. Nonetheless, violent
conflicts continue to destabilize and devastate a variety of countries (Langer & Steward
2011). Although there are various ways that researchers look at conflict and many definitional
differences, there is still agreement on the definition for a general modafitt; which

was initially written down by Mitchell}981) ...6 A conf |l i ct i s O6any sit

more fApartiesd(however defined or structure

i ncompat i(Mtthell 128b, @l insD&@mmers 2012).
Shoul this beor become violent conflict, then there is a protracted hostility or
aggression present between two or more groups, typically enforcing violence or military

means to obtain certain objectives (World Bank, 2011). In thiasstionsphysical vidence,
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armed combat, and a breakdown of peaceful relations between conflicting parties, is present.
Galtung (1960, in Grewal, 2008)ates thathis is a case ddirect violenceThere are also
situations wher@ositive peace is felt by thmajority within a cultureHoweverpositive

peacehas thepresencef indirectand structuraviolence i.e., poverty, hunger,
discrimination,apartheidand social injusticéGaltung 1960, in Grewal, 2003)herefore,

true peace does not exist, and conflict as described abovenayhbe world functions.

Violent confrontations can occur at magyerse levelsfrom interpersonal
disagreements to larggeale wars played out either intarintrastate(World Bank,2011)
Territorial disputes, ideological differences, resource competitiveness, political power
struggles, or societal divisions are common causes of these conflicts.

As a result, all conflicts are made up of three compongmsmpatibility, conflict
attitudes, and conflict behaviour (Demmet812). These words combine to produce a
dynamic triangle. While agreeing on the preceding, some literature focuses more on the
situationsthat create a conflict, whereas others focusdie theattitudesof people that create
this conflict (Demmers, 2012). The differences in approaches can all be traced back to how
differentinterpretations are worded and operationalisgtier to distance oneself from the
issue using words as agencyto@take a more direct approach using humanized words like
habits (Demmers, 2012).

This can also be seen imetscholarlyclassification of avar, which differs depending
on various perspectives and criteria. The UCDP (Uppsala CdbétetProgram), for
example, use a threshold of a minimum of 1,000 battle related deaths infalyaaiplent
conflict to become a war (Gleditsch et al., 2002). Others, like Collier and Hoeffler (2004),
mention that the difference between a violent conflict and a whaitghe latter is often a
long-term conflict, characterized by prolonged and intense hostilities, often involving large
military engagements.

The question of which wars and conflicts are being fougkw, is crucial to
understand the background of irregular migrants and their choice to flee. When looking at the
disputes that existed in 2020, the bulk of them were the same issues that existed 30 years ago
(Strand & Hegre 2021). These reoccurring disputesraire concerning in general since they
provide a significant danger over an extendedod These are also the conflicts that produce
the bulk of the irregular migrants worldwide wittore than twethirds of all the displaced
people conmg from just 5countries:The Syrian Arabic Republic, Venezuela, Afghanistan,
SouthSudanand Myanmar (UNHCR, 2022).
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It is without a doubt thatiolent conflict leaves havoc in its wake, and therefore it is
no more than natural for people to want to fleeldwever,we mustkeep in mind that
according to statistianost of the irregular migrants that flee their haane hosted by their
neightouring countres, which is 72 percent (UNHCR. 2022his is in stark contrast with the
discourse present in European media anttigsl

In Figurel, which you can find below, iIs the
Group,2023). Whicldisplayswhich conflicts are currently being fought, and which have
escalated. Thereby showcasing the places where irregular conflict driven migoaties
from and could originate from in tHeture.

&8 Unchange}
W improted Situaflo

M Deteriorated Situation

@ Resolution Opportus
© Risk Alert

Figure 1 Tracking Conflict. (2023. Crisis Watch Crisis group
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch

Conflict is created by (b)ordering syste(man Houtum, 2021 )where two or more parties
perceive mutually incompatible gogMitchell, 1981) The lattercreates a basis on which a
clear distinction can be ,mesuliegintsegmen@toihist he ¢
rupture or border, ighickenedand creates a basis for social trauma andnilyeation of
people Howeverthese borders were already presérttilled on paper maps as the one we

can find above, and historically enforced.

(B)orders
To understanthiow immigration and migrantse framed within todapolitical and policy

landscapeunderstanding what and how a border is made and maintained is of eSéence.

notion that a border, defined an institutional place imprinted on the ground and engraved
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on a map that weaves tales about where one sovrsigps and another begins, is a relic of
the pas(Balibar 1998; Laine 203 Rumford 2006van Houtum 2021Mignolo, 2000;
Anzaldda 1987)

Thoughthe relevance dborders, according to schadaand theireverprevalentdream
of creatng aborderless worldis an ever changindgebatedue to globalisatiarthe political
view of what a border jss still the heavy weight of the conversation (Laine, 20A8)a
result,borders are to be seen as multidimensional and complex, as well as bitig and
dynamicperceptiorthat has a vast metaphorical afiscernible desigmbjective,and
location (Laine, 2017).

Beyond physical boundaries such as brick walls, the defnof a border today
incorporates the global spatial power dynamics that influence daily life and meaning
(Rumford, 2006; Van Houtum, 2021). Borders no longer identify the end of a political region
but have evolved to contain several states, reducingjghdicance oftateborders
(Rumford, 2006)As a result the border is seen as a strucemgmaengraved within the
wor |l dos gl ,ahddheref@ecgeapalitiogt mature(Brambilla & Jones, 2019).

This structural paradox in the global economgkesbordersmarkersof belongingas
well asatool for the modern Western natistate to maintain supremaeia political and
legal methods (Brambilla & Jones, 2018ubsequently drdersalsofunction asa placeof
becomingwhere new groups arise based on common social categoriesample of this
could be aesistance moveme(Brambilla & Jones, 20)9or in he case of this thesis
forced/unwanted migration

Anderson'§1991)concept of popular and official nationalism can be linked to this
paradox, wherefficial nationalismrepresents the establishment of a community that opposes
a dominant state in order to gain legitimattye place of becomingvhereagpopular
nationalismoccurs when these rebellious ideas become policy and estapleteaf
belonging(Anderson, 1991)Therefore a nationstate regulates and normalizes a dominant
common culturehoweverthe presence of a dominant culture implies the presence of minor
cultures in the background withihe place of becomin@umar, 2017)Within this debat
borders, despite their appearance, cannot attain uniforitigreforethe border of a natien
statequintessentially normalises and dictates the norms appertaining to the dominant culture
that its figurative border lines encapsule and pushesthackoices of those that do not
belong to this groufKumar, 2019).

Accordingly, nationstatesstrive for a certain amouwf similitude (Weber, 2008)To

do so he nationstate develops a social contramimprised of norms and standarittet hold
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both the state and citizens accountable for sustaining péedeer 2008). The contract is
signedby bothbefore mentionegartieson account ofmaintainng social balance and
homogeneitywithin their countries border3his, contrarily,is also a reason whyoptical
mobilizationby minor culturesvithin a dominant culture typically encounter sewdamdence
(Weber, 2008; Bueno Lacy, 2021, Lecture 3).

Borders are defined byan Houtum and Bueno Lacy (2020) as internationally
recognized, lawful, and internally recognised by the community, with chosen wardens legally
empowered to protect and controlithemits (Van Houtum & Bueno Lacy, 2020). These
wardens, who serve as both judges and jurors, play an important rolgolitios of
belongingat theborderof the political arena as well asatiofthe social one Yuval Davis,

2006).

Regardless of how borders are envisioned and created, it is the wardens who have
authority over the bureaucratic impediments, such as paperwork, that determine admission
(Van Houtum & Bueno Lacy, 2020Borders, which were formerly delineated on maps, are
now experienced through the visa application process, underscoring their geopolitical
significance. They legitimize popular nationalism and spread a sense of shared identity,
supporting the dominant culturdentity, and institutionalizing the concept ofherness

Othering t he cul tural and symbolic boundar.i
2019) is ever present in our globalising worlthe rampantsocial arena wheretheringtakes
place makes sure tsocially construct the world ardemarcate who dodelongand to
which capacity they do noParallel to othering the conceptafieringtakes place
simultaneouslymaintainingthe values and norms of thes this being the people that belong
within the borders of a certain territoaytached to the natiestate (van Houtum, 21,

Chowdhury 2020; Schroder& Schmidt, 2001; Weck®887). Othering and ordering keep
each other in plagand therefore so do the people that perfirese patterns.

So there is a clear dichotortty be foundwithin this debate, where people make a
division between who belongs somewhere and who doesloakever, there are other
(b)orderingpractices at plathatgob ey ond who bel ongs and who d
These borders frequently reflect and perpetuate power dynamics, favouring certain people and
marginalizing others based on fabricated conceptions of race, nationality cexotnec
standing. Thesdichotomicpracticesarealsosodeeply ingrained within the neguhat
determines the experiences and trajectories of irregular migfdmssmakes (lrdering

practicegowards irregular migrantsecome a symbol of the continued existence of
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coloniality, the strengtheningpower structures arttie ongoingmarginalzation ofspecific

persons or groups based on manufactured identities.

Modernity/ coloniality

€ OEuropa and the Americas, the omiye subjects of history, have thought out on
our behalf not only the script of colonial enlightenment and exploitation, but also that

of our anticolonial resistance and pesto | o ni a | (Chattesje=1991,528

Though some may argue that colonialism ended with various independence movements
around the world, coloniality did not. Colonialism is defined as a power model that is
constantly reproduced (Naylor et al. 2018). When considering power and its reprodhetion,
concept of liquid modernity (Baumann & Hangaard 2008) comes to mind. Power is never

seen as a solid format in this context, but rather as an ambiguous entity, that manifests itself in
all the cracks of society. It not only manifests itself, but @#i$® constantly reproduced

according to the minds of those who reproduce it. This reproduction of power is not an
universal or linear progress of development (Santos, 2007), it rather consists over various and
different descriptions of modernity.

The roadhat is modernity, as it has a luminal character, is a concept that is in constant
metamorphosis as it encompasses more social, polégmahomicand cultural structures that
emerge out of our world (Santos 2007). People could argue that in this madtthat we
live in not all roads lead to Rome.

When one recognizes that the reproduction of power is imminent, colonial modernity
(Gregory 2004), the reproduction of the other as the other through colonial tainted lenses,
becomes a realityso doeshed e | i ber at e repression of other
the positoning of cultural Europeanisation as aspirational aim for thmseerly colonised,
whichar e central to this 6caqplédin@dtinkdayy, 2083). powe
Therefore the road to becoming as modesiicurope is framed as a singular destination, with
a singular roaddowever this frame lies onrarrative that has been quite differently told
from the original.

That is why Dussel (2000) begins his discussion on modernity by addressing the
historical dissonance associated with the Eurocentric 'Aryan model.' stating that the Greek
RomanEuropa interpretation of European identity is a construct created by German
romanticism. However, ironically enough, what we now call modern Europe lay far beyond

the horizon of ancient Greece (Dussel, 2000).
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Modern Europe was first and foremost viewed as uncivilized, nonhuman, and
unpolitical (Dussel, 2000). Asia and Africa, on titeer hand were recognized as having the
most developed cultures of their time. This all changed all throughout the colonial period as
well as the decolonial period, and made not Europe, but the countries that are now known as
those that lie in the Southose that were uncivilized and nonhuman.

As a result of this history, Dussel (2000) contributes that the modernity debate splits
into two tracks. The first is track is Eurocentric, viewing modernity as a form of emancipation
and an opportunity for devegdment. The second track adopts a global perspective and
recognizes that being at the centre of the world's history can help one escape the periphery. It
is also this second branch that appears to justify the use of violence. As modern day Europe
propelleditself out of the periphery via means of war and trade. This negative aspect of
modernity is frequently overlooked, yet it should be at the forefront of debates

As Fanon (1961, eé2AT7wWhateverleweliwe studyit dscolanizatiash O
isquites mply the replacing of a certain d6dspeci
Wit hout any period of transition, tThi®is e i s
simply put the justification of the use of violence to obtain modernity, altirout history
violence has been at the forefront for economies and communities to put their ideas to the
forefront and obtain power. This has seldom happened in the form of verbal communication
and more frequently obtain via direaind indirect violencéGaltung, 1961). However this
road to modernity has never been linear.

Which brings us to Santos (2007), who argues that the dominant understanding of
modernity is based on a narrow and Eurocentric perspective that has excluded marginalized
other forms oknowledge cultures,and experiences. Santos defines Western modernity as a
balance of social governance and social emancipattia.balance is found in all modern
day conflicts, but it is built on an invisible foundation.

The part of thenodernity construdhat isoften overlookedis that the road thd¢ads
towards secalled modernity imever the same for any natigherefore it is alsa different
metropolitan societies and colonial territories. As a result, Santos's definitiordefmrtg
implies that the lens through which the world sees who belongs to centrum and who ordained
to the periphery is defined by the metropolitan societies he mentions (Santos, 2007).

Which leads to questions surrounding privilege and systemic margtraiizZé/hen
power and modernity atesedin conflict settings, then the ones who determine the discourse,

surrounding migrants that are allowed to enter and those that are not, are the metropolitan
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societies. To this day though, the metropolitan societige the power to define the worldly
discourse on what is seen as a migrant and an unwanted migrant.
This also means that these societies are constantly thickening their borders towards
those that they want to push back and blurring the borders for tieysagsume to be close,
i.e. the concentric circles and the respective policies.
Referring to the first section of this sehapter it is due to the western world power,
who decides the world discourse and determine that those seen as unwanted ortthage tha
a connection to these irregular migrants are easily dehumanized. However, for the sake of
humanity, we have to realise that both the
Per haps 0t he other 6, i . e.tuaiionskeichad inthisthesis,gr af
because it is not right to that solely the metropolitan countries decide who is allowed to be
helped and who is noAs a result, in the context of borders, it is the 'other’ who has firsthand
contact with these metaphoridimes etched on paper, and may know the most about them.
Thankfully, there is an ongoing debdietween decolonial and western border
scholars surroundinipe concept of what a border ioking at their views could enrich our
0 w e s bféawrhé world functionsThis thesighereforeadvocates for a more inclusive and
compassionate concept of borders, one that rejects dehumanization and welcomes a larger
spectrum of perspectivedgthin the border discourse.

Borders in a Postcolonial World
The Western formulation of the border, according to Bal{hb8®8), is the result of a

long conception, arising from a series of choices, none of which were necessary, but which
led to each other, and which coincide with the universalization of a very specific form of
state, originating in Europe: the nationatesta

Yet, there are also those that think of borders as intricate intersectingisting out
of power relations rad cultural formatios (Mignolo, 2000; Aazaldua, 198Mezzandra &
Neilson 2013. Such is the case with Mignol@000) who opts for the use of the term
borderscapemstead He movesaway from the Eurocentric perspectiviéhin scholarship
andcalls for border thinking whereone engages with other forms of knowledge olatshat
of the Western standard

At this postcolonial and decolonial part of the border debate, Mignolo (2000) lays
emphasis on the fluid and dynamic natofé&orderscapednsisting thabordersare more
than just physical geographical divisions as they are also inclusive of political, economic,
cultural,and epistemological componenisr it is precisely orborders thatnany types of

knowledge, languages, identities, and cultural practicesledind interact.
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Ergo lorderscapedefinethemselves as beingh encounter and exchange places, but
alsothe site of debate and confli@gflignolo, 2000).This is because borderscapes infused
with power relations and hierarchies that refteet colonial and imperial historieShese
power dynamicshape and affect crog®rder movement of peoplesourcesand ideas,
sustaining unequal interactions across different regions ametiss The concept enforces
the agency and resistance of marginalized populations and subaltern groups who oppose and
disrupt prevalent border regime. irregular migrants.

Additionally these borderscapaee both physical and metaphorical spaces according
to Gloria Anzaldda (1987)Within these spacesraditionallythe sitesof oppression and
resistancethere is a constaitybridity, multiplicity and fluidity of identitiesa process that
shecoinsmestizajemeaningd a s lorafcdntinmagbecomirifAnzaldia, 1987)People
within these borderlands navigate multiple languagdésyres,and ways of being, resulting
new and dynamic forms of identity.

Adding on to the debate Mezzadnad Neilson (2013nsinuate that borders are not
only physical lines buihat they ado used as a technigaemethod ofcontrollinglabour In a
capitalist world in order to extract a surplus of valmegbility labour is cruciato its
productions medmisms Yet borders are employed as processes to regulate and restrict the
movement of workers, thereby maintaining power imbalance and ensuring the profitability of
capitalist enterpriseJhis is done via bordeontrolmeasures such as immigration policies,
surveillance and visa restrictioamployed by natioistates and capitalist entities to manage
and discipline labour forceés a resulthese created borders insure a hierarchy and division
among workergabelling hosethatt e e med desirabl e as o6skilled
undesir abl eWitis thi®$thesisthis id limkeddodvanted and unwanted migration.

Not only do these bordering practices reinforce exploitative conditions (Mezzadra&
Neilson,2013) restricting the mobility of workers, they also contribute to the creation of
hazardous and vulnerablbourmarketsfor unwanted migratiorAs this restriction of labour
mobility has the function of disciplining and regulating workers, makingtbatehere is a
steady supply of lowwvage labouand preventing collective action or resistance.

This demonstrates that present Western border thinkiabyssal(Santos 2007).

Abyssal thinking is a system that enforces the separation between social reality's visible and
invisible worlds. The visible line encompasses everything that is described as modern
knowledge and modern law. Within modern knowledge, scibasdeen given the ability to
discriminate between what is true and what is untrue. Everything viewed as untrue has no

right to exist and, as a result, falls into obscurity (Santos 2007). All that is visible, however,
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begins by relying on what is invisibl@ust as the 'us' only becomes evident when the 'other' is

defnredand 6éwantedd migration becomes evident

The Border Thinking Dichotomy
Within this thesiswe exploreghe multitude of perspectivegthin the border dbate,

trying to makethe invisible visible, which is might | add in true Anthropological fashm.
the one hand we cannot let go of the Westgerationalisation of what border is, because it
dictates how natiostates and capitalisnterprises function in this world economryd how
they regulatenobile bodiesA regulation that is in its form tegownwithin its createdplace
of belongingandofficial nationalism

An example of thiss when according to Schapendonk (2020ho marksborders a
geopolitical entities, persons are branded as migrants under specific mobility regimes and
nationstate agendas. As a result, within the European framework, these mobile persons are
exposed to structural othering and ordering mandatedebgurrent migration agenda. The
concept oconcentric circlegas seen in imag®, which delineate policies within certain

regions, is a fundamental method used to achieve this (Schapendonk, 2020)

Migratie e \
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Figure 2: Schapendonk, J. (2021). Concentric Circles. Wiley.
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/imig.

To demonstrate, the outermost circle symbolizes migrants from the "deep" South,
reflectingmeasures aimed at reducing unwanted migration and conducting development

initiatives. The second circle withthese addressegternal border regulations and
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outsourcing practices within EuropEhereatfter, the blue circle, shows the poli@dged
towards wanted or legal migration, which is to be stimulakédlally, the smallest and
innermost circle is concerned with the promotion of desirable migration, emphasizing the
harmonization of migration and asylum seeker policy across different states.

The corentric circle framework is strongly related to the concepts of othering and
ordering, which are similar to the Western concepth®tentreandtheperiphery
(Schapendonk, 2020). A structure like this fosters the notion that migration is essentially a
linear process with predefined stages and difficulties. This image, however, is far from true
and does more harm than good in the context of EU polisget.is also one that adheres to
systemic colonialityTherefore, there is a need to make this coloniality visible and ensure
other optionsan be made.

When we look at the pagilonial and decolonial descriptions of a border weala
link them withmore of a grassroot or botteap vision looking atit as anarea of popular
nationalismor a place of becoming. Here it becomes a landscape where people meet,
intertwine,and learn from each othérhis landscape does not adhere to the traditional maps
and images thdtavebeencreatedsystemically Rather it is a space thistcontinuously
moulded andtretchedy an individualand the vast relationships they choose to create and
maintain.Legitimate to the person rather than the stBte. reason that this is not the
dominant notion in scholarly and political debate is due to historical sequeatean have
their roots traced back to colonial times.

This thesis wants to look at young irregular migrants as travelling borderscapes
(Mingolo, 2000) that form a new horizon every time they trawek in a new country or meet
new peopleThese kidsare the encapsulation ththe bordersthat the western arld sees as
fixed trenchesare in fact malleablelynamic,and alive.Thes e ki ds a& e t he
(Anzaldaa 1987)travelling through landscapes infused with power relations, the unwanted/
unskilledworkers ccor ding to policy bprivieggddt ki dtbhehaas
It makes one wonder how mere kids could be denied entry and howaihieybecome
political entities that reach the frontpagfenewspaperand how they legitimately get pushed
aside
Legitimacy
Thelegitimacyof the Westernborder practices iwanted and unwantednigration policy is a
significant issue (Duyvestey8017). The idea of legitimacy, which depicts a dynamic
relationship between a political actor, often the nasitate, and its constituents, is crucial to

determining the legality of a government or programshort itmeans that theneeed to bea
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ressoningas to why the political realm deserves to have the power thaptissgss
(Habermasl1979 as cited irKihlstrom, 2020. Legitimacy is also, @ording to Max Weber
(2008) (Duyvesteyn2017), the validity of the social contract betweemations t at e 0 s
political realm and their citizens

Thereforethe concept israongoing procesthat encompasses not just substance of
the matter but also conventions, mgualgmentsand feelingsbetween the political realm
andthat of the sociaimaking it one thatouldbe contested (Kilstrom, 202Qmplying there
arerules of paticipationinthesed p r o ¢ e s s e-and wilkforeaponthatoocuar informs
of communication that themselves &gally guarantedi Hapermas1997, p.110, as cited in
Kihlstrom, 2020).

However,when societies become more complex, and the political realm fails to
regulatethis growing complexitythe welfare administration is compelled to assume
increased responsibility for the challengjest arise If or when thepolitical realm and the
welfareadministratiorencounterit implies a lack of legitimacyandlegality may be called
into question Kihlstom, 2020.

The law must be followedndmu s t al so match to an indiwvli

terms of fact and standard&hen events go wrong, we can expect not only disappointments,
but alsorevoltsand onfrontations, which might undermine our faith in the democratic
system. As a@esult,understanding these challenges is critical in order to handle them
appropriately (Betham 2013).

One of these challeng@sthe Netherlandsn examplewas theupheavathat came
from residents in Albergen towards rehoming 300 asylum seek#dretino w lodalshotel
(Boffey, 2022).This rehoming was necessary daeheovercrowding of an asylum seeker
centrecalledter Apel in 2022which resulted in inhumane conditions for irregular migrants
even resulting in an n f aeath dhés occurrence was blamed the housing shortage in the
Netherlands n combi nati on with the Dutch gover nmg¢
numbers ofsylum seekersecause of COVIEL9 (Boffey, 2022. In short this resulted in a
lack of legitimacy

Existing scholarship focuses mostly on two related conceptions of legitimacy
(Beetham, 1991; Moravcsik, 200&/eiler,2012;Christiano, 208; Kratochwil, 2009.
Additionally, according toWeiler (2012), the European discourse surroundiggfimacyalso
surroundghesetwo principal concepts.

In the first place there isput legitimacy(Christiano, 2008Kratochwil, 2006 or

process legitimacfyWeiler,2012) where authorities gain and maintain legitimacy through the
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input or participation of individuals or groupseeded for the ensuring of fair and just
outcomes vianclusivedecisionmakingprocesses, equal politigaarticipation, and the
protection of indvidual and group rightsiithin a legitimate political systenmn short this can
be synonymized with democracy (Weil2f12).

Secondly there isutputlegitimacy(Moravcsik, 2002Kratochwil, 2009 or result
legitimacy(Weiler, 2012)thatcircles around the actual outcomes and resoifteed by the
authority or political systenirhis is where the ability of €hgovernment to uphold the social
contractis taxed on grounds of social welfare, economic prosperity, sectatylity, andthe
satisfactionsof i t i z e rargl @xpectatiens.sShould a system produce positive outcomes,
then itseen as having output legitimaéys Weilerquite accurately describés. fiThereis no
better way to legitimate a war than to wirdifWeiler, 2012, p. 828).

Weber's(2008)definition of legitimacyhighlightsthat power possessssveral
importantfeaturesRationatlegalisticreasons claim that something is legitimate because it
follows accepted norms and regulations, tbaditional justificationsclaim that legitimacy is
dependent on the actor's alignment with constituent percepfiddgionally charismatic
motiveg[Duyvesteyn, 201)7 indicatethat subordinates perforbehaviourghat confirm
authoritybecause of set nms, such a®bliging torehoming300 irregular migrants

According to David Beetham (Beetham, 1991, as cited in Duyves2éyi7), a power
relationship is legitimate not only because people believe in its legitimacy, but also because it
can be justified based on their views. Both notions of legitimacy operate on-a three
dimensional continuum, adding complexity and makiagneasurement difficult
(Duyvesteyn, 2017). Furthermore, the definition's ambiguity enables for any variance in
legitimacy to be éxplainedaway" by referring to contexdpecific belief systems (O'Kane,
1993) (Duyvesteyn, 2017%uch is the case withe Duth ministerpresident using the term
@aar heb ik geen actieve herinnering d&f that | have no active memor§] explaining
away his responsibility for various Dutch political scandElsiak, 2022)

All'in all, when there isn institutional legitimacy present, there is atdability within
a nation (World Bank, 2011). When a state does not adeqpatedct its constituents
defend them against corrupticor provideaccess to justice, when there is a bad job market
and there is a loss of social cohesion between communities the likelihood of conflict
increasesThis can be seen in the before mentoase oter-Apel, where the media finally
put forward the issues within the Dutch migration systieat how could it have gotten this

far?
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As mentioned before there needs to be a reasoning as to why the political realm can
legitimize theirmigration policieswvithout having the welfare administration stepaswhen
they do so its almost always$oo late. Surely there must have been cracksdoe the building
collapsed That is why this thesis proclaims that with a decreasing digadliegitimacy there
is an increasing of (b)ordering to be seen, which thickens borders and increases the coloniality

that lies within them.

Discourse
Thedistinctionbetween avantedandunwantedmigrationis defined by the dominant

language or culture. Thus, this lens on whoai@vedand who is aotis constructedavithin
as oci et y discousdDemmersp2012). Discourse is defined assthactural,
unguestionable social realitly is the persistergtories that have been so ingrained in society
that they are always assumed to be real, even if the story is false or even just half accurate.
(Demmers, 2012; Demmers, 2016; Blommaert, 200D0¢refore a discourse creates a border
that essentialises a symbolic or witihaur al
nationds daoaminant <cul ture

Questions surrounding this topic go further than the dichotomy that a border separates
one parform the other. A link can be made here with border studies, as the time that a border
was seen as a simple line on a map is one long of the past (Rumford, 2006; van Houtum
2021). The fact that we maintain the incorporation of these borders in ouratadylde,
gives away how deep global spatial dynamics run (van Houtum, 2021). As Rumford (2008)
argued, bordework can take place at any spatial scale whether it be geopolitical or local in
nature.Thereforethe discourse surrounding migration within a hosting cgumaintains the
dogma of the centrum and peripheoy coloniality

The idea that irregular migrants cannot be absorbedhetociety(Wimmer &
Soehl, 2014)s an example of this notioAnother examplas the metamorphosis of irregular
migrantmerofb ei ng 6éat ri skdé t owa (Ghhmashi, B021Resultagne o f
in the portrayal of male irregular migraras violent and possible threats to society, which
simultaneously eliminategnirregularmi g r & ma & 0 s (Gaay & Frank; 2019, in
Ghorashi, 2021).

Therefore it is within the intertwining notion bbrdering practisewithin an
borderscapewhere the host country amdriousirregular migrants collidehat othering
(Paasi, 2019) contributes tive formation oenemy image@NVecke, 1987) . Wecke (1987,

146) operationalises @anemyas an individual or group that creates a seribresat to other
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individuals and groups. In this terminolodlireatis coined as a danger or as having a
potential of inflicting suffering and damage upon other individualsyps,or society.

However, this presumed threat does not actually need teebe the idea that it exists
is sufficient to produce aenemy imagehe conception of the other based on enmity. In this
thesis, | would like to combine enemy thinking and how we viewragularmigrant As
both have the characteristic of beingimmediate threat, and both are defined through the
lens of discourse.

To identify who is a irregular migrantthere is a power relation is at play,
aséodoPower consists in the ability to make ¢
(Gourevitch 1998, 48 Demmers, 2016Because words are the building components of a
story, language influences the exercise of power. When the communal imagination accepts
this narrative as truth, it becomes a discourse (Demmers, 2016). When people begin acting
based orther "real” imagination, their actions have "real" repercussions (Schroder &

Schmidt, 2001).

Thus, potential violent effects begin wittolent imaginariegSchroder & Schmidt,

2001). Violent imaginaries are violent fantasies that precede actual covwdirtives
performancesandiconshelp to perpetuatand framehese imaginarie§.herefor those that
manage labelling or pinpointingegular migranthave the power to make a group or
collective into an enemytregular migrantare then subsequently quickly dehumanized and
made out to be monstexgeating dwo-dimensionalmage(Mohamed, 2015)

To make someone the enewiya society, means that themeistbe a certain amount
of fear present in a society. For it is fear of being hurt by others that makes them a threat
(Wecke, 1987). Yet this means thia¢re has to be a distinction made, a choice as it were,
between who is theanted u ®6 andnwanted 6ot her 6. 't al so me
be a way to | egiti mi z-adefenagitejtledpushtzaékand i n a c t
imposing pogive peaceThis does therefore not only contain solely the structuralism that
comes with the discursive thought, but also a Vegitimacy ofpower itself.

The Situation in the Netherlands
The legality of border practices is a point of contention irctrélict between the

rights to collective selfletermination and national sovereignty, as well as the right to

individual selfdeterminationDrewski & Gerhards, 2020). The idea behmational self
determinatioris ac 0 mmu nright, g dosimunity that is proclaimed by its leaders or elite as

a nation, to govern their own sovereign state (Bose, 2015). This sovereign state characterizes

itself as having a strongly defined territory. When two or more communities claim the same
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territory a persistent and adamant conflict, rooted in the ideological nature of disagreement, is
created (Fearon & Laitin, 2000).

At the EU level, this argument takes on a new degree of authority. Individual rights of
forced migrants take precedence over matiGcovereignty under international refugee and
human rightdaw; however nations have the option to grant or deny asylum (Drewski &
Gerhards, 2020).

States use a variety of techniques to prevent admitting migrants, including
reclassifying forced migrastas economic migrants in order to exempt them from
international law (Drewski & Gerhards, 2020). To avoid governmental responsibility, they
may also cite dangers to national security or inadequate resources:I&a@icgpproaches,
such as "saf¢hird-country” agreements and illegal pushback operations, are used by
countries to navigate the conflict between national sovereignty and international law (Drewski
& Gerhards, 2020). These strategies highlight how states exploit ambiguities in immigration
law (Drewski & Gerhards, 2020). One of these immigration laws is the 1990 Dublin
Convention which went into effect in 1997 (Hurwitz, 1999).

The Dublin treaties stated goal is to provide freedom of movement for people on the
territory of signing European membeéates by eliminating internal border inspections
(Hurwitz, 1999). The convention serves two purposes: first, it prevents the filing of
simultaneous or consecutive asylum applications in member states by establishing criteria for
determining the responsibéet at e, and secondly, it ends th
by requiring the responsible state to complete the asylum application examination (Hurwitz,
1999).

The scope of the Convention's application, however, is limited to requests for
recognitbn of refugee status under the 1951 Geneva Convention Pertaining to the Status of
Refugees (Hurwitz, 1999). This means that those that flee conflict but do not possess
citizenship pertaining to a natiestate, cannot make use of the status of refugeeigmds
states are not obliged to help (Chowdhury 2020). This has given the European countries,
mostly the countries belonging to the EU, the legitimacy to keep moving irregular migrants
around the continent, not wanting to lay claim on their mobile bodlgsoliticians have
even made deals with al most every north Af i
rightist or nasty they are, paying handsomely to lock up potential irregular migrants (Malik
2023).

When it comes down to the Dutch case, theafsgght-wing movements in Europe,

as well as political parties with anthmigrant agendas, disseminated the notion that
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immigrants from different cultures cannot be absorbed into society (Wimmer & Soehl, 2014).
Theincreasing collection of research tihats examined the impact of righting populist or
antiFmigrant framing in the media dhe political viewswithin a society exhibit that these
negative portragls of immigrantgnay trigger negative implicit and explicit stereotyped
conceptions of irregular migranfldameleers, 2019).

Additionally, sncethe turn of the century, there has been an evident increase in the
harsh othering language surrounding irregular migrants from Islamic coumthies canbe
attributed to 9/11 and theccurrence ohccompanying violence iifferent European cities
(Ghorashi, 2021)As mentioned before this has turned irregular migrant merdirdo r i s k 0
categorywhich is turn has eraselde agency of irregular migrant womdue to thelominant
Dutch discoursghat portrayshem as weak, lacking quality, andn-emancipated (Ghorashi,
2021).

As a result, as argued by Montrieuil and Bourhis (2001), and Fozdar and Torezani
(2008), it is probable that Dutch residents have a negative attitude towards refugees due to
expectation of differences, perceived cultural distance, and religious prejudice. The
unfortunate result is that Dutch natives could hinder the efforts of imegugrants to begin
interaction, contributing to pooAyvazdgjuetst mer
al., 2020).

On the political side of the spectrum the immigration debate centres around issues
such as, thaumberof immigrants allowedte nt er t he Net her |l ands an
immigrants should be welcomed (for example, asylum seekers, labour migrants, and
immigrants coming as part of family reunion programs) (van Heerden et al. 2014).
Consequentlyymmigrants are primarily consideredtime integration discussion based on
their ethnic and/or religious identity rather than their volume (van Heerden et al. 2014).

Negative images like these overshadbes positive depictions of irregular migrants
that are successful language learners amgjiators on social media, resulting in a situation in
which themore repressive tone within the Dutch discouméermed policy changes and
increased pressure on newcomers to learn the language and integrate (Eifbleots&hi,

2017, in Pozzo & Nerghe2020).

Thus,debordering of the natiestates within the EUropean borderscdpes made the
metaphorical brickvalls that used to create its various nattgies borders, even higher for
irregular migrants. Not only have they become higher, but the pushback that they create
resembles that of a pinball machine. Where the mobilg [soithe ball, bouncing from one

wall to the next. Due to the anitnmigrant agendas, irregular migrants are created to be two
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dimensional imagewhich is considered a threand the human behind the frame gets erased.
This creates even more trauma oe end of thespectrum andtrengthens the discourse
within the Dutch society.

TheThird- Culture
When it comes to irregular migrachildren according to Alba (2005), boundary processes

differ depending on whether the boundary is brightamy. The nature of the barrier indicates
the social gap that exists between groups. The distinctions are clear in the case of bright
boundaries, and therens doubt as to which side of the barrier individuals beléiga|

20051 n kAyvazoglu et al., 2020)

A bright border can be sedetweerconstituents of a host country, and those that
make plea for asylunthis is also the dichotomy that we havensitled upon throughout this
entire thesiand the system on which the world is mmthe visible side of the abyssal line
(Santos, 2007)This boundary ofb)order isbright and harsh when it comes down to the
boundaries set up systemically dmstorically via colonialismsuch is the case with the
dichotomy found in wanted/unwanted migration and asaction the division made between
privileged TCKs and Irregular mignt TCKs The fact of the matter is that individuals that
are driven to leave one group to join another, results in charges of betrayal in the original
group and fear of rejection in t{Apeazsglubtseque
al., 2020)

Due to O6wantedd and dédunwantedd migrati orn
reasons for entering a nation. Where expat children are seen and widely accepted as people
that have an openness towards different cultures, passessscultural sensitiity and a
comfort towards diversity (Lambiri, 2005, in Melles & Schwartz, 2012). There traitstare
overlooked when it comes to young irregular migrants.

Pollock and Van Reken (2017) defined a Thitdilture Kid (TCK) as a person who
has spent a maj@ortion of their developing years outside of their parents' culture; here, the
third culture is portrayed as a worldwide, placeless culture (Cranston, 2017). As dlresaelt,
youngsters have a sense of belonginglitthese cultures but no ownership over any of them
(Fechter & Korpela, 2016).

In theory, this means that these children do not adhere to the traditional imagined
bounds that the world has imprinted on paper. This would also imply that their third culture
transcends these limits, with no remaining (b)ordering in the cssicse, but rather the

creation of a multicultural milieu with a separate set of noResulting in, nlike Benedict
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Anderson (1981) described, an imagined society transcending nistioald rejecting the
traditional vision of a natigres it is neithehas a territory or sovereignty.

These createthazybordersare those that are moapplicable irday-to-daylife, where
one human interastvith another without the need for institutioferethe location of the

boundary andhedistinctionsto qualify become less evident. Individuals with blurred

boundaries can retain cul¢tur al trad ts whil e

Ayvazogluet al., 2020)In short this means that these kids tasgellingborderscapes
(Mignolo 2000)that mingle and learn all the while blurring the traditional (b)orders created
around them

When we look at postcolonial and decolonial descriptions of a border, we can see it as
a blurred onea grassroot or bottomp vision, as a place of popular naatism or a place of
becoming(Mingolo, 2000;Anzaldua,1987). It transforms into a landscape where individuals
connect, intertwine, and learn from one another. This terrain deviates from the conventional
maps and photographs that have been developed nestiyadRather, it is a space that is
constantly shaped and stretched by a person and the wide relationships they choose to make
and sustain. Legitimate in terms of the individual rather thahahastate.

Inserting this idea towards the broader seéthin this thesis, young irregular

migrants leave theirhomésr6 f i r st cul turebé) due to confl i
forced into an already existing group (or
social rules which legitimiseoloniality due to the discourse that is prevalent within that

group. Due to the coloniality of categorising who is allowed entrance and who is not within
the host culture, another group (or O6thirdd

culture/grouppushed together in facilities where they meet and form relations.
Understandably, becausetbé vast cultural backgrounds and different perspectives
on life within the third groupne would expect various challengé@s a borderscape is a site
of learnirg as much as it is a site of conflict. That being saitgplaced together by a host
nation creates an understanding that experiencing conflict and the flight thereafter is a
common denominator. Giving leeway to the formation of coodtural relationsips, that
blur the traditional (b)orders and create an imagined commumitihe basis amagined
sharedived experiencgthat is not bound territorially and does not possesovereign
power.
Making irregular migrant children those that not only transcend borders, but also those
thatare the victims of coloniality. The systaramely targets them as unwanted migrants due

to the legitimacy that is given to the political atmosphere in a natiotharteU.The only
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thing that makes them different fromat Pollock and Van Reken (29 would have
considered TCKOs i andedxpeaencedtraumapnd tiabthegaree ndur e d
categorised in thevorlds blind spatbehind the abyssal line (SantosQ2p

Methods and techniques

The Setup
The function of social science research is to explain social phenomena (Atkinson, 2017). The

majority of forms of knowledge are situated (Gobo, 2008). They emerge from specific people,
for specificpurposes, in a specific historical period whose characteristics they reflect,
including stereotypes and prejudices. As a result, ethnography is not immune to this
inclination. Hence, this researalas conducted aqualitativemulti-methodmanner

collecting datamainly from interviews H-diagrams, sociahaps,and participatory

observations.

The literature research forms the base [iffe target population ag@ungirregular
migrants that have fled conflict and waihose observed maintyriginated oubf Turkey,
Syria, Ukraine, Iraq, Somalj EritreaRussiaand Afghanistamnd attended the ISK
(internationale schakel klagnternational transition clags

The ISK is a school that helps irregular migrant children learn DudhVaths so
that they can roll into regulachoolingafter a period ofwo yearsThe compulsory education
laws in the Netherland=nable irregular migrants kids that amgaiting an answer on their
asylum application and those ttstve already attaindtie status of recognized refugee to
attend tlis same educational space.

The respondents of the-tHagram and those obserwedrebetween 12 18 years of
age, as adolescents are at greater risk of experiencing trauma than adtdtgs({Nooner, et
al., 2012) theethicalchoice was made not to interview them diredthwas never trained as a
psychologist and therefod® not have the tools to understand or take care afahma
response that coulppear throughjuestioning.

Finding the professional respondents for this thesis was done via the snowballing
method, whereby one uses ane s p o rcohtactdo bingl other respondents (Gobo, 2008).
The first respondemnas found within my circle of friengsvho graciously let meneether
job contactsVia this snowballingmethod | got into contact with my respondeit®ugh
emails and telephone callsnce receiving their contact information from ghrevious
Becausall therespondentsrere Dutch, the interviewsereconducted in this language as

well. This to account for the language barrier that could otherwise &@hsanterview guide
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was also translated into Dutalk some of the respondents requested a copy in advance of our
meetig.

The analysis, coding and writing of this research was, as one has probably already
guessed, done in Englishhereforethe quotations that are taken out of the intervitws
support the analysis will be translatélis translation was done with the help of chatgpe
primary language will be on display as well, so to mtaleechoice of words for the translation
visible.

Furthermoreseeing aswo of the respondents wished to remain anonymous
synonymsor job titleswereused to keep the reseaeciespondent confidentialitylob
descriptions will be uset understand out of which section of respondents the information
was obtainedThis is also theeason cannot add th&anscriptions to the appendixwill

however add the Hdiagrams and the social maps tharemade

Semistructured interviews
Qualitative research uses various interviewing methods, such as open, unstructured, semi

structured, or irdepth interviews (Evers & de Boer 2013, lgmi-structured interviews
were choserbecause they support the flow of the conversation low ees#y andassist in
keeping track of what | waetito know. Semistructured interviews, like structured
interviews, begin with a set of questions, but narration or conversation that leads to new lines
of inquiry is valued and encouraged (Campbell & Jassi@d5 R

Theseinterviewswereheld withamental health specialisas well as the municipal
health servicgteachers at the ISK and municipalil servantszooming in on their
perspective of the formation ofpeerrelationshipsurrounding trauma andigration All the
respondents were asked if the interview could be recaxédvhere this was allowed this
was done with my mobile phone.

The reason whgthically, | opted out ofnterviewing youngrregular migrants
concerning theijourneyandtime inan irregular migrant hosting facility and their social
contacts within that netwoykvasbecause was warned by mental health specialists that
doing such interviews miglttauseharmor bring up emotions

However,l did manage to incorporate andihgram withtwes t a t e rfrgends are g
importand ainSd ayi ng f rThesewere filledout kykidsyatthe ISK, during my
participating observatiorOnly the kids that wanted to cooperate with tesearctand help
me out filled them inBefore, during and after then t e r notes img@ressions and general
findings will be drafted down in either field notes or mer{@kfford, French, Cope, &
Glllespie, 2016)
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The daha that wasollected was transcribed atitese interviewsvereputinto AtlasTi.
Thereafter the codegeremade and givenThis analysis could then be either a narrative
analysis or a discourse analysis (Gobo, 2008)

Participatory Research/ Participant Observation
Where possible participantseveasked if theywerewilling to engage in participatory

research (Beazley & Ennew, 2008he focus of participatory research is on creating
knowledge from the perspective of those being studied, rather than from the researcher's
perspectiveEngagementvas encouragely using social mappingndH-diagrams
Transcription/ coding wsdone of the various small talks held and interviews made, field
notes verebe kept structurally and matrixeeeremade (Gobo, 2008)In the en® H-

diagrams were filled out by irregular migramds, two social maps were drawn by their
teachers antbur professionals also filled out a-tHagram.

To analyse therevasa thematic analysis and field note analysis. Field notes are
'passages,’ or actions in which "the flow of action and discourse has been interrupted, ended
up turning to writing" (Clifford, 1990 in Gobo, 2008). Thus, a documentation of impressions,
converstions and reflection on daily field notes will be accounted for (Campbell & Jassitor,
2015). Here the participant observation also comes into play. Therefore, my own observation
in the field, vasturned textual and used as textual data that can be ashdfysthermorethe
mapping will be coded and analysmad used to make thesults visibleAll observations
were done at the ISK in the Zutphen municipality, which is located within the province of

Gelderland in the Netherlands

Research Process
After theapproval of tle initial proposal, the literature researchsenlargedThe initial

stages of the research were cumbersome to say theTleigsivas due to the vast information

that was gathered, when waiting for respondentsptly. As aresult,the subject of my thesis

got a bit lost at ti mes. 't was not until

means to connect that to myeasch that puzzle pieces started falling into place.
Furthermoredue to the decision not to take up an internshiyad to make do with

the connections | already had within the immigration field to start my researd¢im@nd

respondentduring this period the search for a suitableservation locatioand respondents

wascontinuel. The reason for not taking up an internship is that | found the research topic to

be a precarious one and had fineling that if | were tstartan internship the sygct would

be moulded into one thatould not resemble what | had in mirkdditionally, | was scared

that it could taint the outcome of the reseamhereas now there is a more holistic view of
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the currensituation I, nonetheless, did want to have a place where | could do my
participatory observation.

This was found when, during one of the interviews, the ISK was mentidvtezh |
heard of the organisation and their purpose, | could not think of a better platfé toyfu
participatory observation§o,| kept on snowballing until | found someone who had a contact
in her network that she could share with @ace | completed that interview, | asked if others
would be willing to help me, and tay absolute delight seacher even said that | cowldme
and observe her class. After this class | was also allowed to observe another one.

All the while I also kept on mailing and phoniogtionalother professional
respondents thehope,theywould work with meWithin the emails | sent out | included my
thesis proposal along with a small summefryny research and its purpat | hadwritten
in Dutch.

The professional respondemtmianaged to findvork for themunicipality, the
municipal health servicéhelSK, and a migrant hosting facility.hls reason thathis research
wasdone in the Netherlandgas becausaccess to data and connectiarese thought to be
easier to obtainlThe interviews that were conducted at the munidipalth service werthe
only onesnotto berecorded, as one of the respondelitisnot want thaand theother,|
forgot to ask the question.

After contactingthe ISK andthe professionalshe literature researchas further
extendeddata vascollected in the field by participatory observation and semi structured
interviews. Thigook aminimal offour to five months, after which aadditional threenonths
wereneeded for data analysis and thesis writifige process took a little longer than planned
due to my own health reasorimwever | am happy to have made it here and finigted
piece of work that stands close to my heart.

Findings
When discussing howregular migrant minorsreate their social canopies, looking at the
start of their journey in the Netherlands t he obser ved i rr egltud,ar mi

is one that cannot be skippddis is essential in answering the main question:

How does experiencing and fleeing a conflict contribute to the formpéerrelationshifs

between young irregular migranits the Netherlanda

After looking at the process of arrival and integration sthie questions will
subsequently be answered to give leetwathe formulation of the main conclusion of this

thesis.
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Arrival and Procedure
According to the interviewthat wereompletedthesdrregular migrankids first

come into this country via Schiphol, the national airport, or Ter Ay, of the largest
asylum seekers centrums in the Netherlands. The latter is whererexgmar migranthat
seeks asylum has sign in and formally requestafehaven

It is here at Ter Apel where documents sceeenedandan age check isxecuted.
When a conclusiohas been reachelat the person being screened is underage, they get
forwarded to gre-pol facility for minors a processeceptionocation,which caneither be at
Ter Apelor elsewhere in the countrifere they awaithe outcome ofheir asylum process
application, which the INQIntegration and naturalization servi@@nductsThis means that
the Dublin treaty is also checked by tiND.

The Dublin treatys as an interviewee described:

Adan hebben Mensen vaak al vingerafdrukken
hebben met elkaar en de Shengenlanden afspraken gemaakt dat zodra iemand
vingerafdrukken ergens anders afgeeft. Gedwongen al dan niet, dan doet hij daarmee ook een
asielaavraag in dat land. Dus er zijn heel veel mensen die bijvoorbeeld dan op Lampedusa
aankomen of in Griekenland aankomen en daar eigenlijk al worden geregistreerd door de
autoriteiten. Vervolgens doorreizen, maar zodra ze hier in Nederland in Ter Apel asiel
aanvragen. Dan worden ook hun vingerafdrukken afgenomen en die worden in Eurodac
gezet, het Europese systeem voor de registratie van vreemdelingen. En als daar een match
komt met dus bijvoorbeeld Lampedusa of Griekenland. Dan gaat de IND contact leggen met
de Autoriteit van het land om ervoor te zorgen dat zij die asielzoeker weer terugnemen omdat
dat | and verant woor del[Thatks whes peopbednave adreadya s i e | &
provided fingerprints in another European country. These cites have mad agreements
with eachother and those belonging to the Shengen coiestthat as soon as someone has
submitted their fingerprints, whether forced amot, they also have to submit an asylum
application in the country. So there are many people who, for exEmnarrive in

Lampedusa or Greece and are registered by the authorities there. Then they continue their
journey, but as soon as they apply for asylum in the Netherlands, in Ter Apel, their
fingerprints are also taken and entered into Eurodac. Eurodac ie tBuropean system for

the registration of foreigners. Ad if there is a match with, for example Lamperdusa of

Greece, the IND (Immigration andhaturalization service) will contact the authority of that
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countryto ensure that they take back tlasylum seekebecause that country is responsible

for the asylum applicatior]- Professional Respondent Migrant Host{&9

If the Dublin procedure is flagged then the integration process will not begin ainctthdar
migrant will be returned to the country they first gave their fingerptmiSeem simple
enough, right?
However getting to this stage takes a while, so the irregular migraméss often
have to stagtay at their prgol locationgor prolongued periodsf, and when, this
procedure has be@ompleted by the IND the irregular migrant gets the statgtatiishouder
or recognised refuge®/hen granted thigbelthe irregular migrant in questios compusory
to theintegrationtrajectory. This trajectory however only starts whenGi the central
agency for the reception of asylm seekbes matched a irregular migrant to a municipality.
This is the part where the municipalagcredits irregular migrants homes. Although,

according to e&mployee working for thenunicipality, they do nohaveto assigne housing

A émaar wel verplicht om jou de taakstelling te halen eted&stelling dat dat zijn de
statushouders die we elk half jaar moeten opnemen. Dus elk half jaar krijg je een opdracht
voor bijvoorbeeld uit het rijlkan Dveelmensen moeten jullie opvangen. Je hoeft ze niet
verplicht voorrang te geven voor woning, maaders kan je je taakstelling niet halgn

But you are obliged to meet the quota, and the quota refers to the number of recognised
refugees that we have to accept every six mon8wsevery six months, you receive an
assignment, for example, from thggovernmenthat you have to accommodate a certain
number of people. Though you are not obligated to give them priority housyog have to,

because otherwise you cannot meet your quata.Municipality policy officer (1)

Yet, as one already readtime theoretical framework the Netherlands is dealing with a
housing shrtage(Boffey, 2022), this putstrain on the procedure and socigtfter an
irregular migrant is given their housing tBeear ternperiod of integratiorstarts and the
irregular migrant and the municipality hatee span of 10 weeks to start the takeThis
consists out ofaliveability test to see whathe best plan of appraoch will bend a PIP,
persmal integration and participation plaa made This PIP is where theducation trajectory
is discussed and plannedis without question that this differs per person. When somisone
illiterate, for examplethey @n register for avesternalphabet trainingwhich in turn could

grant thenmextra time outside of thobligatory3 years.
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However minors that come to the Netherlands alone do not follow the samasout
adults do. These kids firahd foremosget assigned a guardiaegistered to therganisation
named NIDOSand an atirneyafter which they are either placed in hosting famjliethey
are very young, or they are placed in assisted living accomodatargs with other irregular
migrant minorsthis istheir prepol location As aresult of havingew places to
accommodate irregular migrantsnores those that are 17,5 years of agelmiag registered
as 18 years old#leaning they are prematurely declared adais housed in adult pyol
locations This upscaling of ages also being done so thiiere are more housing options for
the irregular migrant youtthat come into the Netherlands alofe hosting facility that |
went to was also such a location

Unfortunately as there areoreirregular migrant minorghan the systerdutchcan
handlethat arem need of assisteld/ing accomodatios. Because of the scaggnergency
housing locationarerealised For theseteenagersunderthe age of 18pcations are found
that can housthem forafew monthsthe things that the COVH29 pandemic downscaling
(Boffey, 2022)can doThesedocationsarefor example hotels or campings that allow the
housing of these kids during the-siason. However, as a result, these kids have to move
agan once the summer season begins, and the ones overseeing this project have to find
another location tetall them.

Due to compudory education laws in the Netherlandkthat have the age of
highschoolersfrom the ages of 128, get sent to an ISKwhere theyet2 years to make use
of this educational systemvhich helps them learn the dutch language and miathslso
provides gymclass ardtama lessong he ideabehindit, is thatthesekids could enrol into
theregular dutch highschoslystematfter these two yearsr if they are olderinto one ofthe
higher dutch edwtional systera. These two years start the moment you are placec prie
pol location whichthereforedoes not neccesarily mean that you have a permit to residency.

The ISK is a place where kidsnder the age of 18hat are prgol and those that
already have eeognized refugee statuseet.Making it the ideal location for conducting
research for this thesis. Afreadystated within the method sectidrhis location is a place
where positive peer and teacher relationships could be formed which is beneticaf t
social emotional development and competence (Sullivan & Simonson, 2016), decreasing
sadness and increasing selfsufficiency (Kia, Keating & Ellis, 200G\ever, because these
two separate groups are placed togeties,also means that kids that do not pass the Dublin
precedent, get to enjoy a few months of dutch educationlyde placed back to a country

where their fingerprints are registeréaiditionally, due to the long waiting lists at the IND,
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this also mans that some enjoy this educational system for a bit longer, in all the different
pre-pol locations they are placed.

Thechaos that is the Dutch immigration system is due texlreme waitinglistsit
the IND. This has meanthatthe irregular mirgants have to wajp to12 to 15 months
according to the professionats,find out if theyevenqualify for asylum It is after this
timeperiod thathey get an invite forraintial hearingwith IND, where they have tdisclose
their whole journeytheir agethere reason for fleeing and who their famdyAfter this there
is also a secondergudit where the irregular migrant minor hadag bare their entire
journey once agaitWhen there is doubt surroundititgir age, these children have to undergo
anage assessmeanalysisvia means of an-kay made of the shoulders and wrigEssakkili
et al, 20071GJ, 202Q IND, 2023. All for attainingthe label of recognized refugee.

Understandibly thiseadsto a lot offrustration for the people surrounding these young
irregular migrantsand for thes@regular migrants aswell. One of the consequences of these
long waiting lists is that irregular migrants run away from tpegpol locationsand go back
to Ter Apel in the hopes of reregisteridgnerespondent at a irregular migrant hosting facility
said that wish they could, but they simply canenen answer the question of how long its
going to takeSadly thesituation within the Dutch immigration systemaisong process, and
therefore does noeduce the duration of uncery and insecurity that causes distress in
children (Fazel et 312012)

Another consequence of these long waiting lists is that tidsturn eighteem the
Netherlandsand are not recognised refugegsttreated as full blown adultsithin Dutch
immigrationpolicies. According taheeducational psychologist at the ISK, this also means
that these kids no longer have acceth&educational systeras when you are 18 you are no
longer aquired tattend schochccording to the Dutch lawloreover, hesekids arenot
allowed to work anéreno longer automatically entitlad certain healthcare benefits or
services.e., tental treatment is only prowd in cases of emergency or acute situatiand
the routine checkups or namgent procedures may need to be paid by the irregular migrants
themselvesThis would be fine if the procedure only took three morttlesvever as
mentioned before this can take up to a yeaven startAll this time these kidsfor what
difference is there betwedeingseventeen or eighteen years of age,left in a state of
uncertinty not knowing if they will be allowed to stagr have to up and leave the next day.

During my field research | came across a adsidden rehomingt the ISKA
teacher toldhe teachewhose class | was observi(@lass 2)that a boy in her class was to

leaveto Austriain the next few dayswvhich came as quite ashogks s he s Hikzb t
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kan het nou gaan, ik heb vorige week woensod¢
en die wist er toen niets vanaf. Dus kennelijk hebben ze dit over het whekaruksloter.
See, this is how it can go, just last Wednestlay h a d at ebapcahesengdvith his
guardian, and athetime hisguardiandi dnét know anything about
was decided over the weekefd]

Therefore the trickeldown effeataused byhe long waiting lists at the IND , is that
the rest of th@rganisationals chains that surround and help irregular migrantot handel
the load they have been dedlhis makes doing ones job properly a hard task to manage,
though they try their best.

Additionally the longwaiting lists at the INDmakethe enviromentunstable for
irregular migrantsninors as they cannot predict what thiture hold.A year is more than
enough to set up shop and find frient@ise shir amount of irregular migrants coming into the
country, afterthe COVID-19 scaledowr(Boffey, 2023, stirred up a lot of chaos down the

line as is explained in the following quote:

ANee, nee, want dat maakt all emaal ni ks ui t
toevallig het van Maastricht, daar gingen ze varkle#asen naar 30 klassen in één week. Het

is maar even dat je dat dan moet regelen met 30 klassen in een gebouw of twee of 3 gebouwen
erbij. Dus dat betekent ook weer dat daar frictie komt. Zo werkt, dat vind ik, niet. Je wilt van
elkaar ontdekken wie.. j@at heb je aan elkaaren wieiswfjgPo . . No. . because
matter at all; the government decidelshappen to know about what happened in

Maastricht, there they went from 12 classes3®in one week. Imagine having to arrange

those 30 classes in one building ordver three additional buildings. So that means there

wi | | be fri ct itghouldbelimngy bpinBnYauonvant tb diseovear each other

and know what you have to offer.. and who is wbad] MathsTeacher ISK

Thoughas one can read the idea of the asylum network in the Netherlands is
theoretically one that could warkn all practicality it does nof here are more irregular
immigrants than therganisations that facilitate them can handted as a result these
irregular migrants have to contstantly be on the move, &aenthough stabilisation would
be best for everyonespecially for young irregular migrants tltaime alongcauses even

more trauma and destabilisation
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These young irregular migrants are in need of stalilitgrms of a place to live, as
well as a sible care network that can be set up around.thém is needed so that these kids
kan finally havea peacefullandscape surrounding theand people who truly want to care

for them after their hazardous journeyi$ey need to have their needs met.

AEchte basisdingen kijken of ze of ze gezond etenhun samen afsprekboe gaan we?

Hoe gaan we ervoor zorgen dat de unit elke dag schoon is en schoonmaakroostezrmaken
erop aanspreken? Ja, weet je, er komt van alles voor ik ik, ik zei het gisteErgemgX) van

Goh, Het is echt veel meer werk dan ik dacht, wel heel erg leuk, Maar het is meer werk dan ik
dacht, want ze vragen echt veel, ja, en Ik ben zelf 42. Ik heb ook een kind van 17 en ineens
dacht ik, hier mag ik gewoon echt hun moeders zijméjggewoon letterlijk en dan ineens
denk je, oh ja, Er is eigenlijk toch veel meer nodig dan je dan je defiRigal basic things,
checking if they eat healthilyand making plans togetheabout how are we going to do

that? How are we going to ensurbdt the unit is clean every day and create a cleaning
schedule to address it? Yeah, you know, there's all sorts of things happening before I, 1, |
said it to (X) just yesterday like, 'Wow, it's really a lot more work than | thought, but it's
really fun. But it's more work than | thought because they really ask a lot, yeah, and |

myself am 42. | also have a dykarold child, and suddenly | thought, here | can actually

be their mothes, literally, and then suddenly you think, oh yeah, therastually a lot more

needed than you think, yeahi Member irregular migrant hosting facili{g)

Question 1How ae peerrelationshipsmportant to young irregular migrarts
According to theeactions received on tlie-diagrams that llaid before the eyes of

participating irregular migrant childrehe positive side of making friends wastfriends
formed a support system around thdine answers ranged fromme importance ofar i end 6 s
ability to keepa secrettheir ability support you when yoaresad,how they heldight
lonelinesstheir capacity tanake you happgndthat theysometimes can feel like brother of
sister to you.

However the other side of thaamedime and tle reasongiven as tavhy
friendships are not that importaememostly surroundinghe conceptsrust and privacy.
Therebygiving reason to believe that one of the most fundamental functions of friendships for
young irregular migrants if they are trustorthy enoughThoughl did notethically see it
proper to talk with these childréhroughin-depthinterviews, one auld link this mistrust to

social traumdhey experienced during the conflict they endured and the escape fidns it.
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correlates with Peltonen et al. (201id)dings that conflict can create a suspicious climate
within peerrelationshipsThis was additionallgnforced by a member of the irrégu
migrant hosting facility, saying that sometimes there is conflict due tiathenatic
experiences these kids have had along the way.

When looking at the Hliagrams the professionals made there seems to be an
understanding thdtiendships are of great importance to irregular migrant childdemever,
the negatives centre around individual trawand negative groupehaviour One of the
respondents stated thainflicts often arise due to the traumatic experiences of thepdst
that friendshipsosetheir meaning because the kids h&vaproot and rave to another place
Furthermoreanother reason as to why friendships could be seen as detrimental can be read in

the following quote:

fiVerkeerde vrienden kan leiden tot verkeerd gediagong friends can lead to wrong
behaviourp- MathsISK Teacher

Not only do friends have a positive impact on a dhigd bui tHeyran also lead

towardsbadbehaviouror the copying of behaviowue to peer pressur€his is due to the

little allowance these kids get, accordingte of the n t e r v, whichM®6& @4=uroin

total for one to two peopl€COA, 2023) This amounts intendedfor food and living costs,
this amount could be low&rhen they receive meals at the locat@nvhich they are staying
There are also organizations that help with sedwmt clothing or food provisions which the
irregular immigrants can lay claim upon. Hoxge as one teacherentioned people have to
wantto make use of these initiativaad wear hand me downghen someone else is wearing

the newest stuff.

i é . j© moet het ook nog maar willen. Wil jij schoenen dragen die iemand anders al gehad
heeft, of is jouw eer daamisschien ook toctets te groot vodt dat kan ook. Of ga je toch

maar everdat zakje wegbrengen, Omdat je dan weet. Als je het twee of 3 kedata®

van diegengucci schoenen krijgtAnd you still have to want it aswelDo you want to wear
shoes that someone el se has already worn, ¢
possible too you knowDr are you still going to take thaittle bag out, because you know

that i f you do it t wae Guccishoeb that ywu wantedieMaths y o u 6 |
Teacher ISK
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So,reactions that come out of a friend group that a childihfisence a teenager
quite a lot.Research has shown that these adolescent peer interactions that impact delinquent
conduct have amportant prosocial function in educating adolescents to manage important
activities and social relationships in adulthood (Allen, Nare, & Davis, 2019).

Though this might seem very negative, there are also positive aspects according to the
professionalsPeerrelationships can contribute to irregular migrant kedsningfrom each
otherby mirroring combattindonelinessstimulaing socially acceptabléehaviourand
teachingo accepe a ¢ h  diffelrereces®gst importantlypeerrelationshipsancreate an

environment fowhere it is okay to be a child again.
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Figure3: H-diagram, Friends adenportant

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
[AFriends ar e i mp o r/ mahouseholdatemord impotan pHediagrammi
Student ISK, Figur8& translationV -side

However there is one aspect that has not been mentioned yetanstverto thissub

questionnamelyt he r ol e that family has within a
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AiNou die.. we hadden een telefoongesprek met een vameéé een van de jongens en die

was erg overstuuomdatin het dorp waar hij woont daadaar is iets voorgevallen. Volgens

mij is het Turkse leger daar binnengevallen. Die hebben zijn broer meegenomen. En die is dus
nu vermist en zijn neef is daarbij omgekomen en dat gebeurde allemaal ergens vorige week,
dus hij was helemaal overstuur toelus waarwij bij waren, ging hij zijn moeder belled.

[Vell, we had a phone conversation with one of the boys, and he was very upset because
something happened in the village where he lives. | think the Turkish army invaded there.
They took his brother wih them, so he is now missing, and his cousin was killed in the

incident, which happened last week. So he was completely distraught, and while he was

with us, he decided to call his moth@ii Professional Respondent Migrant Hostifig

The professionals maintain that thoyggerrelationshipsare important, family is
more important to young irregular migrants. Stating that when they have a family with them
the children will almost never show signs of trausansequentlyhese childrenra more
resilient to atmospheric chang@sis was something that came through very clearly in all the
interviews Children that did not come through with their parents or those that still had their
parents in the country of origin, have a harder t@aj@sting to life than those that had their
parents neaiThis is because these kids are still so caught up wthiein ongoingndividual,
as well as socidtauma that even psychological help cannot be of help to them at this
moment in time as they aséll in survival modeThere needs to be a stabilizatiithin
their physical and social reality, and that is why bringing their family to the Netherlatogs is
priority. Luckily family reunification issomething that iat the forefront of policy wheit
comes to these childreas the professional respondents of the migrant hosting facility

assured

AVrienden zijn niet belangrijker of wvervang
wat ze doen vragen naar hunDabgaa eatugrljk om di e
[Friends are not more important or a replacement for parents, because ttst fiing they

do upon arrival I's ask about their parents,

natural processfi- GGD Nurse

However those that enter the Netherlands on their own still do form peer
relationships. This was seen in the conversation | had with the two proffessionals at the
migrant hosting facility as they mentioned tttegre is aspecail dynamic to be seen within the
group ofsolo travellingirregular migrant youthOn the one hand they care for each oéimef

43

] €




The Formation of &hird-Culture Exploring the Dynamics of Conflidtiven Migration

support eaclother, bybuying groceries togethesind on the other hand they have their own

problems to deal with.

fiNee, nee, dat al kom ik, maar ja, Datisl lastig om hun daar dan echt. En te gaan
dwingené [om gezond te ete@], want ja, ze doen gewoon hun eigen boodschappen en dat
doen ze wel met elkaar. Dat heb ik wel gemerkt. Ze hebben dan wel eens zoigkk&aiat

is denk ik efficiénter om dat geansamen te regelen. Dus dan is er vagk iemand die de
verantwoordelijkheid neemt. Dat is gewoon een hele verantwoordelijke jongen en die zegt
Van oké, dit gaan we dogwe verzamelen even wat geld bij elkaar, dus dat doen ze ook dan
allemaal gaan zeinnen en dan gooien ze op een hoopje en dan gaat gaan er een of twee
gaan boodschappen doen dan halen ze met voor elkaar al al B@odschappefnNo, no,

even though | come, but yes, it's difficult to really enforce that on tiéefreating

healthy}é becaise they do their own shopping and they do it together. I've noticed that.
Sometimes they think it's more efficient to just handle it together. So there's often someone
who takes responsibility. There's a very responsible guy who says, 'Okay, this isvetrat
going to do. Let's gather some money together,' so they all go to the ATM and put their
money together, and then one or two of them go grocery shoppimtgthey buy all the
groceries for each otherd Proffesional Respndent Migrant Hostifl

The answer to this sub question is thumableedgedsword. Thougtpeer
relationshipsare very important for irregular migrant childrehey can also be detrimental.
Thepositivepeerrelationshipselp kids feel safe and help them graiais however is only
where there is room for trust within these relationshijpe negativgeerrelationshipscould
leadthese kidsstray.However,l would like to argue that this is the casedwaerychild in
every situationlt is the ability to be able to choose our friends that creates a social canopy for
people to function.

This is in line with the theoretical debate surrounding child trauma and peer
relationshipswhen stability isreated peerelationships have a positive impact on a child.
Becauseeerrelationshipsn this thesisarecategorised as a social connection mad#en
basis of the shared social marker that is social traumareby this marker makes it able for
children to transcend engravedditionalborderlines

Positivepeerrelationships are important to young irregular migrants because they

create a trusting environment, a support system, combat loneliness, stsnaiatky
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acceptable behaviour, teach the acceptandédfefencesand rereate a safe haven for
childhood

During the observation period that | spent at the, IS¥oticed that children teedto
navigate naturally toward=ach other in a classroom and helped each other out with learning
Dutch.This correlates with the notion thethool attendance is linked to a stronger sense of
school belonging, a decreased sense of sadness and an intesdfsefiiciency (Kia
Keating & Ellis, 2007).

Field Note Participating Observation, 281-2022 9.04.

The kids next to me, three girls sitting together, were conversing in Ouiehg to learn
and being very helpful towards each other. In this case Ch#cbmes a language bridge
that crosses cultures

| analyse this as@ot onlywanting to integrate and learn the Dutch language, but also as a
need to communicate with each ott@make and form a connectioh school makes it
easier to communicate, viaeducationwh er e t he Ohost & countryos

between cultureand language barriers.

Therefore peerelationships are not only important for thearsonal wellbeing, they
al so hel p these kicoustryqugkemnohihdtia why petatationshigs 6 h o g

are important to irregular migrant youth.

Question 2How do young irregulamigrantminors manag#heir peer
relationship®

dVat ik zie, is dat er te veel met die kinderen wordt gesledfiat | see, is that children

are being dragged around too mufia Teacher ISKClass 1
The currenpolicies surrounding the Dutch immigration systerake it hard for young
children, especially those that came alonet&y in one place. Nainly do these policies
cause harmhut also thecurrent issues of not having enough people to tend tstitb@m of
irregular migrants that are entering the Netherlamdske it hard to tend to everyones needs.
The constant reopening of emergency locations means that children keep getting replaced
half-yearly, making it so that place of rest or a place whéney can make lonasting

friendships is not one that can be found easily.
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The current situatiomithe Netherlands is one thragt with concern and dissaproval
by the vast majority of the proffessionals questiofée: constant retating andhe
dirusgption of childrens lives is seen as detrimental foirtivell-being and stabilityAs one
child relayed within their Hliagram staying friends is hdrdue to the idea that they could up

@ thnd:)na b r‘;‘n S @

and move the next day. This child also mentioned being tired eabilgh could be linked to

theconsequences of th@urney they have had endure their individual and social trauma.

fi [am a refugee and that is why | cannot stay friends with people for th:

longterm. | could sudénly move to another city. | also find it hard to understanc

people]o i H-diagramStudentSK, Translation Figure,4 -side

Wondering wether kids, when entering the country alooeld be replaced or
rehomel with thefriend groups that they make upon aativThe question was asked towards
the professionals if these kids, could be moved together when it was seen necdrssay.
the answers given, speaks volumes, nanifyheb wel vaker gezegd dat ze bij elkaar
moeten blijven voor sommigen maar daar étatan niets mee gedafirhave often said that
they should stay together for some of them (reffering to the irregular immigrant minors)
but nothing is ever done with that recommendation GGD Nurse

Figure4: H-diagram stayingfriends is easy
This means that though professionals do seéntip@rtance of keeping children

together once they have formed tight knit groapd they often try to advocate for the
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importance of keeping them together, it is the system that does not take these suggestions
seriously and thdittle is done with theseecommendations.

When the teachers at the ISK where askéaeife were particular groups that came in
together most of them answered that they did not know if the adolesarttransferred
together or individually. Though there was a group that appatesd been togethén
Amsterdam that had formed a collective.

0Nou | a n evatiknwgezien heb, isrdat er een aantal jongens die hebben dus al in
Amsterdansamen gezetenzij zijn meer op elkaar gefocust dan op wat de docent voor de

klas staatdoetWe | | yeah no, what |isthatteetedsma fewogpst |
that know eachother from Amsterdam, those are more focused on eachotheradhavhat

the teacher in front of the class is doing]MathsTeacher ISK

LookingattheHdi agr ams t hat where made by the
f r i en dsThe amsweratlaysaid that it was not where those concering sudden rehoming
and not being phisically neto these friends

Yet the other answers that came back intrigued me even more, those where the
sentences that describledw friendships were not easy to maintain due to the changing of a
perons pesonalitglue to things as money and cigarettidst a friend could tell othe that
you are a bad person, thettu could have had a fight and because of fatijoghese kidshe
explantion as to whynaintaining these peeelationshipswas hardwasmorelinked to

mistrust and personality changa®d less towardghysical distance.
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Figure5: H-diagram,Staying friends is easy

['Because everyone sometimes has arguments and everyone can be annoying at tit
used to have a friend in Turkey, and we were best friends, but therdghsomething
that caused a disagreement between us. Now we are no longer friends. That's why |

it difficult to maintain friendships."]- H-diagram student ISKTranslation Figure 5W -
side

So,staying friends is not only hard for young immigrant childoenause their
situation is hard enough as it is. The overloaded system in the Netherlands makes it hard for
these children to stay connect@dlus,thesocial trauma they have endured hasiteftnarks
and makes it harder for them to conred easier for them to cast people awayditionally,
not knowing how for example the railway system warkthe Netherlands and that you need

to buy tickets, can lead todistance even when ydimiends are in the same country.
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However, due to technology, kidanstay connectedith each other and their
families more easilps most of the observed children had a mobile phathen they do want
to see each other physically the difficulty of®av | i ng t hr patiog hhatthdsés é h o s

own set of rules and regulations., train tickets becomes tangible.
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Figure6: H-diagram, Staying friends is easy

"They are very good friends. | am always with them. We don't spend a loi\é ti
are always working, talking, and playing togktigearh tdent ISK, Translation

Figure 6y -side

Question 3How do young irregular migrants form their relationships and does
trauma play a role

t

AHet 1 s dood, seks, of gewel d. Maar dat helbb

bijna allemaal uit een oorlogsgebied. Ze hebben allemaal, hebben ze een trauma, maar
godzijdank zijn ze hier zo veerkrachtig. Ze hebben niet allemaal PTSS en het is zo fijn dat ze
dan eerst op het ISK kunnen wennen aan Nederland en dat ze de taal keemen @at ze

nog lotgenoten hebben..en weet je wat? Je merkt na twee tot drie jaar, dan zijn ze toe om
eindelijk te vliegen, om eindelijk het nest te verlaten. Op een gegeven moment zijn ze, willen
ze ook niet meer hier zijn, dan hebben ze ietsvafitiké deat h, sButthey or vi

have all experienced that. Almost all of them come from a war zone. Theglabf them
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have a trauma, but thankf ul | PTSDtheaughfantkitsr e s i |
so nice they can adjust to the Netlt@nds at the ISK and learn the language and still have
peersAnd you know what? After two to three ye
their wings, to finally |l eave the nest. At
they haveaf eel i ne | 0-EducaiiohatPsyclologdSko |

According to the professionals that were interviewed at the ISK, the probability is seen as
high that all the children that have experienced conflict have a certain degree of trauma. Not
to mention those that have travelled through Libya, where according to one interviewee all the
girls that come through have been raped and all the young boys have been, thigiiedlso

one of the countries that the EU sends money to keep immigranis withb y ads bor der
Guardian, 2022)Though with all there is a consensus that trauma does not necessarily have
to end up in having PTSD, there is an agreement in that trauma does define everyday life for
irregular migrant children.

Due to theconstant moving these children do not get the adequate amount of resting
time to heal from their trauma, making it harder for them to learn and integrate. The effect
that the trauma has is having sleepless nighte appetitewhich results in childrerafling
asleep at school, as they feel safe there. This also has the effect that other @bitdren
disturb them antkt them sleep at school, as they know what it is like to have night terrors.
This has the result that there is a more serene atmosgitsai@ool, and helps the teachers
gain trust and understandimccordingto the theoreticalramework, this is the right kind of

atmosphere within a school to lower depression and anXetyKeating & Ellis, 2007).
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Figure7: H-diagram, Staying Friends e&asy.

©)

J‘a. Vhealen b“ A s maﬁk‘lk

)J hem geloefd en hij
s Het Mal‘kdyk

["Yes, staying friends igasy because if you trust each other and they trust you, then
easy.] 1 H-diagram Student ISK, Translation figurgy7 -side

Social rauma helps the kids understand eachadHgtle bit better, however there was

a agreement in the interviews that language groups are the onasttiadlyy spent time with

each other. This due to the reasoning that conversing in your mother tongue makestd easier

communicate feelings. The other thing that was mentioned was that trauma is not a topic that

kids generally discuss with one anothereykvould rather choose to be happy than discuss

their past experiences.
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This indicated that these kitd®nd in accordance with the idea behind this thesis, upon
an imagined shared lived experienadich blurrs harsh (b)order lines. Imagined because
they do not share their experienclest because they know they have had similar trajectories.

Thekidsalsenj oy each ot her éds ¢ o mpanoaongd. Tleey e n
talk amicably and play gameSo even if there is a language barrier, these kids do enjoy the
time they spend togethérhis is due, according to one professional, to havisigaaed

experence.

FieldnoteParticipating Observation, 2921-2022,14.00.

The boys stayed behind asidrted to play hangman, with Dutch words. The kids enjoyz
this very much, howevehere was a hierarchy to be distinguished, as one boy took on
rol e asiadgvingdahdrs a turn to speak, they listened and in return he helped 1
with words | noticed that every kid drew the hangman differently. Some making it a hq
while othergdid notdraw him at al] others made the man more elaborate. Though
everyone did try their best.

The professionals could not givelgarcutreason if experiencing trauma could create
deep friendshiper peetrelationshipshoweveiit was said thatraumadoes help with
recognimge ac h ot h eMa&iy thenundergandas why someone has had a bad
n i g bleegasd enlarge empathy

One of theprofessionaltespondents comparduis tothe situation to the Netherlands

after the second world war, stating teatnetimegalking about somethings is a no go,

w h

however you know that you have experienced the same, so you canreeogniséh ot her 0

misery.

Though the shared experience taimg people together, it can also create conflict and
strife. The question ofonflict was also a major factor within the interviewas the school had
seen various fightthat came along with the increased stream of children that attended.
According to one teacher thiswasduétb e el i ng each ot her outd
highest place upon thei orock lHowever,another ascribed it to the lack of spacel being
overfull with studentsThere was also a third factor mentioned and this was the varying age
differences thaattended the schodadlaiming that if thes students are separated then a more
tranquil environment was created in the pake large stream afregular migrant youths
made it hard for the school to handle the new arriamatsa large group of new arrivals also

rearranges the borderscape that is the ISK.
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Those that caused the conflict however were a group of irregigaantsthat entered
the Netherlands on their owhihese boys, of Syrian descent, also lived together at the hosting
facility that | interviewed. Here they were also struggling with thigenand searching for a
way to subdue the physical confliclhese respondents thought it was due tortiwidual
traumads torhtleey joueneyd.ur e d
Aln de pauzes zie je wel echt I eerlingen di
andee groep zijn. En met daté | k heb meer de
en niet buitenschool. Ik zeg al die meiden, die zitten hoofdzakelijk thiiiByeng breaks,
you do see students sitting together with other students, it coulddifexent group as well.
And regarding that... | have the impression that they are more like school friends and not
friends outside of school. | mean, all those girls, they mainly stay at home,o/éS pacher
ISK, Class 1

So,therelationshipsare formed in clasand their hosting facilityand the reason that
trauma plays a role in the creation of thpeerrelationshipss that these kids get placed
together simply because of the fact that they have enthdeddualandsocial trauma in
first place.This is due to the coloniality present in irregular migrant migration and the policies
that follow thereafter.
Trauma al so hel ps k imémalitwanddheighteris ampdthye a ¢ h ¢
blurring the original bright borders aimtlucingtheformation ofrelationshipsTrauma
thereforedoes play a role in the formation foendshipsand peerrelationshipgor young
irregular migrantss it carcreate bonding just as much as it ceeate strife.

Question 4Are thereintercultural friendshipsnd how are they formé&d

fiNou, wat ik? We hebben momenteel heel veel kinderen met de Syrische afkomst In het
verleden ook heel veel kinderen met een Eritrese afkomst, Maar dat is het drastisch gedaald.
We hebben nu voornamelijk kinderen uit Syrié, Irak en Afghanistan. Een aaniial ui

Eritrea. In de pauze zie je wel dat het iets mengt, Maar het is toch wel. Dat talen groepen
elkaar opzoeken. Dat zijn vooral de talen groepen, want weet je, de communicatie is
natuurlijk ook een probleetnij ons opschool, he? Dus Eritrese kindergjndiever onder de
Eritrese kinderen. de Syrische jongens liever met de Syrische jongens de Arabisch sprekende
meisjes wat mee met de Arabisch sprekeddéftaar wat me opvalt Als je dan even die
taalbarriére loslaat, de kinderen met een Koerdische afkdmgingen zich wahengemmet
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de kinderen met een Arabische afkomst, want Syrié he, je hebt al verschillende. Je hebt dan
kinderen met een Arabische afkomst uit Syrié hebben kinderen met een Syrische of met een
Koer di sche ®athméngtve enahrzid j@ inderdaad ook dat grenzen niet
maken, want een kind dat wil ook nogwekin contaoit e n
gaan met een kind dat uit Syrié komt aan Koerdische bij dus. Het is voornamelijk de de
taalbarriere wat ik zie. Ja en dat, jaet je de ene keer mengt het wel met met elkaar, de
andere keer mengt het weer niet met elkaar. Wat ik wel fijn vind is dat ze allemaal eerst hier
op de ISK komen en eerst een veilige haven krijgen dat ze allemaal eerst hé dat ze met
lotgenoten Samen kurm&omen dat ze niet hoeven te ervaren van oh, Ik ben de enige die hier
nieuw is en die het allemaal niet weet. Nee, We zijn hier met zijn allen nieusvkeimnen
allemaal moeilijk erwe hebben allemaal dezelfde shit meegemaakt. Een heleboel amv's
hebben we hier alleenstaande minderjarige vreemdelingen. Sommige wel met een broer of
neef of whatever, sommige echt helenalakn Maar het is zo fijromdat ze hiesamen
vriendschappen kurem opbouwen, maar weet je wat ik aan de andere kant ook vind? Dan
gunnen ze die vriendschappen niet, want ze worden vaarneekantene &s naarde

andere gesleurd. Dus je kan helemaal niet bouwen, niet, dan heb je eindelijk iemand
gevonden waarvan genkt van Oh, eindelijk heb ik het vertrouwen in iemand, of Ik heb
eindelijk een vriend gevonden waariijdenk van ja, je weet hoe ik me voel ikdieb
meegemaakt en een veilig of elmcent, hePWell, w h a Currendlyy vee’have a lot of
children of Syrian descent. In the past, we also had many children of Eritrean descent, but
that has drastically decreased. Now, we mainly have children from Syria, Iraq, and
Afghanistan. Some are from Eritrea as well. During éak time, you can see a bit of

mingling, but there are still language groups that stick together. Especially the language
groups, you know, communication is a challenge at our school, right? So Eritrean children
prefer to be with other Eritrean children,8ian boys prefer to be with other Syrian boys,

and Arabicspeaking girls tend to be with other Arabic speakers... But what I notice is that

if you set aside the language barrier, children with a Kurdish background do interact with
children with an Arabicbackground, because Syria has different backgrounds. You have
children with an Arabic background from Syria, children with a Syrian or Kurdish
background... There is some mingling, and indeed, you can see that boundaries are not set
because a child from kg who speaks Kurdish might also interact with a child from Syria
who speaks Kurdish. It's mainly the language barrier that | see. Yes, sometimes they mix
with each other, and other times they don't. What | do appreciate is that they all come here

to the ISK first and get a safe haven, where they can come together with peers so they don't
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have to feel like, "Oh, I'm the only new person here who doesn't know anything."” No, we
are all new here, and we all face difficulties, and we have all been through #imeesshit.

We have many unaccompanied minor foreigners (AMV) here. Some have a brother or
cousin or whatever, some are truly alone. But it's nice because they can build friendships
here, but you know what | also feel? They don't allow those friendshipsaeetbp because
they keep getting moved from one place to another. So you can't really build, you finally
find someone you can trust, or you finally find a friend who understands how you feel and
what you've been through, and then, bam, they get taken a\Bayyou can't build that

trust, and it's hard to find a safe space or a teacher, you knawHducational Psychologist
ISK

As mentioned in the quote abgtkere are crossultural friendschips aswell as
multicultural onesThoughchildren to tend to navigate towards their language grbapause
communicating in a mother tongue is earsier toldhis does not mean that cross cultural
relationships do not exist or are actively avoided within this borderscapguage makes it
easer for Kurdig and Arabic speakers to connécttthis also means that these children are
crossing cultural and national boundamdér®ady blurring those traditional (b)ordefsother
example is the friendship of an Eritrean and Kroatian Kid, whom were also in the first class |
observedthat had formed a strong relationship. Furthermore when looking at the social maps
that the teachers drew ugf,how a classroom is divided Ithe kidsthere is a clear mingeling
to be seen between traditioftalonial boundarieOne of these social maps is figuren8re
we can see that hough kids do navigate towards others that speak the same language, they do

crossthose coloniaboundaries, that are engraved intwo the maps of the world.
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Figure8: Social map of classroom drawn by a teacher of the ISK

Yet within the circletraditionallanguage groupand religious groupsccording to the
respon@nts, there is an understanding thilagy can say what they watatuphold the norms
of their origionald h o me 6 (lb)ardett Thig pertainsfor exampleto if a girl does not
wearhijaband is a muslimkids will talk to herand ask her why she chooses to dress that
way. Howeverwhen it comes to those outside that cir(gorders are blurred once again and
it does not matter what they weand a horizon of intermingeling borderscapes is formed.

| interprate that as thgpholding oft h e 6 h 0 menérmes and naluesj when it
comes down to oneo6s o wwhickard stillfbjoeddsd, mowelver c ul t ur
due to the blurring of lines anbe flightt o t h e ¢ handbeéiny grouped together
because of thisountry the acceptance of others becomes eadmarderscapes such as the

ISK and ad¢hird culturéis created.

Question 5What effect do institutions have on the cultivation of theserrelationship8
fiEnN ja, en Ik vind sowieso voor de kinderen is het niet goed om alleen maar thuis te blijven en

sommige kinderen niet allemaal, mads je op het AZC zit, dan heb je kennelijk nog wel wat

contacten, maar zit je malleen met je famié& en heb je geen contacten met Nederlandse
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gezinnen buiten, dan zit je thuig..ik.. Ik vind dat niet goed voor kinder¢ryes, and |
believe that its not good for children to just stay at home. Some children, not all of them,
but if youde at theasylum center, you still have some contacts, but&eyust with your
family and you doiit have any connections with Dutch families outside, then §eustuck

at home. Yes... |... | daithink thatés good for childrenp i Teacher ISKClass 2

As we have read before, the effectlod Dutch immigration systensstitutions on the
cultivation ofpeerrelationshipgor theseyouths is detrimental. Many of the professionals
agreed that if these irregular migrants could get stability, with musdier of proffessionals
around them and a set social enviroment, they would be betté@haffcould also create an
erviroment for peerelationships to blossom amturn be a positive outcome for thesdsi
and their mental health, which makes them imtolts without or with less negative mental
health issuefAllen, Nare, & Davis, 2019).

However sadly this is not the cass,the system is overflowing and waiting lists are
getting to longr and longerThis means that children never get a placactually come to
rest, and traumatisatiand instabilityis an ongoing process. Like one of the professionals
pointed out, mowig canalsobea traumatic experience for a child. So imagine whaie
traumathe Dutch system ifflicting on thesechildren, it should count its blessings that
children are resillienfight their way to adulthoodnd are constantely fighting through the
binary barrierghat the world has created around them.

Discussion an€onclusion

So how does experiencing and fleeing a conflict contribute to the formation ef peer
relationships between irregular migrant yourttthe NetherlanddThe answer can be split into
four consecutive part$irstly, conflict creates the social category diaving social trauma

and diminishes theindividuals viewofl egi t i macy of t (b)erdedngo me 6
system.

If irregular immigrants flee their home, then they are already those that go against the
dominant culturédKumar, 2019)f their nation. For they are choosing to leave in contrary to
those that are stayin§o,the shockor social traumgErikson, 1991; Eyerman, 2013nd
the loss of political legitimacthat the conflict has caused has already made sure to break
them away from the dominaatiliture and made them one of the minorities tpegrate within
theplace of becomin{Brambilla & Jones, 2019%earching people who are like minded or

aid them on thir way.
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Through this train of thought irregular migrants already belong to those minor cultures
thatcould formpopular nationalism (Anderson, 1994ithin the place of becoming
(Brambilla & Jones, 2019 a nationstate that is bound bis borders However they
choose to béhe ones thdlee a conflictandleave their statehood behinghrtly, rather than
form a movement within the conflicthereareru nni ng away from their
original imagined communitgAnderson, 1981 )instead of formingr@other imagined
formation against the dominarithis means that by definition irregular immigrants escaping a
conflict are already by nature those that have suffered from social traurtfeoaetthatare
by theoreticaimeanson a continual borderscag®lignolo, 2000.

This is because len leaving their home and their natiarinat Benedict Anderson
(1981) would consider their imagined communihey no longer belong to a nation that is
borderedy official nationalismand therefore no longer hageare bound by social
contract Therefore makingtheir original (b)order blurredand the legitimacy that belongs to
that statehood and its ideals, weaK€his means that thegeople ardiving on the edgef
their original (b)ordeandtherefore constantlgreate @orderscape (Mignol®000)around
themselvesby simply being a irregular migrantThis also makes the social trauma a social
category upon which elationship could be built.

Secondly,Fleeing not having access to regular routs afigration, and seeking
refuge in acékasesd8 oewntewsions within the
arena, these tensions are kept in place hiye (b)ordering createdand kept in placevia
systemiccoloniality. Which places these irregular migrants together in facilities created
for them.

When feeing the conflicwi t hi n t heir O6homedé country,
forced to take irregular migration routdshis is due to thborderwardens that guard their
O0host 6 dtoruandirtyibéoms the papervork wdllenat allow thevisasrequired to
enter(van Houtum, 2021).

Once arrived within a host counimia this irregular routehe framing of their
mobility, being labelled as mobile bodjesfugeespr migrants within migration policiesand
mediaenforces theompartmentalisatioaf young irregular migrantwithin the host
countries discoursand physical terrain.

The tensions that are created within this political arena causes discourse to arise that
stand against iegular migrantswhich legitimise the political reasoning behind their
placementawajf r om t he O lpapslatainTbeynargd$r amed as 063

60 at (Ghoraski, @202 Additionally, theuprise of rightwing politics and thene d i a 6 s
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framing of irregular migrantdiminishesstories otthose that do integrate and cause no harm
to society Wimmer & Soehl, 2014

This in addition tahe complexities that come along with their own flight to safety
pushes them towardaghers that share that lived experienteereforetheir pure existence on
the road or in other countriewhere the discourse surrounding immigradegstimizes them
being grouped togethevithin policiesconcerning unwanted migratiois,one that is
constantly on a plane of interculturaland coloniality.

Being placed together through all these different facets means that there is an
understanding of aimagined shared lived experience, that does not have to be said aloud to
understand.

Third , due toconflict, their flight and coloniality the irregular migrant youth are
pusheal together in hosting facilities creating an understanding that there ian imagined
lived experience without having the neetb communicate via a set language.

Though their bond is stronger with those that can speak the same language and have
the same cultal backgroungasthey have more social markers that overlap with edcér,
thisimagined sharelived experienceloes give leeway to connect with othen a more open
level that what is traditionally seen witlarsh or bright (b)order3 o help each other further
theseirregular migrant minorsise body language, facialimics,anda mish-mash of different
language other than their own to communicaléus,they create an environment of learning
anda willingness ofacceptancef theother. An environment that is the third cultyr
borderscape that transcends the imadicommunity.

When fleeing and meeting peopltoseculture differs, yet also belong to those that
have left theirnatios t at eds home, there is an under st a
cultural bindery of language. They learn to communioateonlyvia another language such
as that of their &t country or use means of nearbal communicatigrbut alsovia empathy
Thereby a culture of respect is created as seen with the children in the ISK, that does not
solely rest orthe boundaries that tiieh o me 6 @ilture instigagedSuch is anoving
borderscaper athird culture, that entails a cressiltural sensitivity and a comfort towards
diversity (Lambiri, 2005n Melles& Schwartz, in 201p

The times that the latter doeet happen is when larger groups of the same culture
come in.Then cultural groups group together and certain cultural aspects, that stem out of the
parent culture or religious come to the forefront. This, as seen in this study, only happens
when the largest cultural group within this casea school belongs to erculture Like

when a large group of Syrian irregular migrant minors came in
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This however can be linked back towards the traditional border theory. As seeing that
this space within a school can be seenlasrizon where individuaborderscape meetwhen
there is a larger dominant cultural grothrey take over the dominant cultiaed minorities
are created within these boundaries as Wéliis could also be explained by the little
adjustment period thateke kids had hatNonetheless the third culture is prevalent, as
outside these boundaries thds accepeach other and each other cultusesl languages.
This was seen in the during participating observatiban the kids taught each other to count
in their own respective languages and more.
Last but not least: Individual borderscapes interact with each other inmigrant
minor hosting facilities creating a horizonwhere there is a respectful atmosphere kich
mini mizes the stark cont r asHerethethirdeubureist he 0 L
createdwhich is, mestizaje (Anzaldua, 1987) shifting constantlyand a continual
becoming
In conclusion, the answer to the leading question, is that $cai@hainduced by
conflict and the individual borderscapes created by the flight thereaftemtihatces n e 6 s
capabilities to understand another beyond the boundaries of language and natibhiedos.
people under st and ,mthis tasepstedpeepiivationcandtthe actiopsttieat o
follow it. There is more understanding and a willingness to help each other learn and thrive.
Though in theory it would be of help for children to make friends and learn from each
other, the reality ishat theimmigration situation in the Netherlands is one whermaking
friends and keeping thens a hard practice to follow througBven though, hypotheticallyt
could help them assimilate quickand investments should be made to make this a reality
The reality is thatlue to the long waiting lists famtegrationand/orfamily
reunification, these children are constant in a staselaptation. This ibecauseavhen they
are finally used to thButch way of life,to those who come alonandtheir family comesn,
via family reunificationwho is not used to this culturén extra layeof borderingand
navigatingthemselves over gnsuescausingusageor drainng of mental capabilities.
Ensuring a stable environment for th&s#s, like attending an ISK for the full two years at
one location, could really be beneficial foese kids and their mental health.
Other than thabavingsocial traumagefined as experienuy a conflict and fleeing
from it, escaping avar-torn countryalso has the result that one is already labelled as a
migrant in the daily discourse of hosting countrigsich leads towards th@acement of

irregular migrants in vicinities/hich are already catered towards housing and helping people
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dealing with social traumarhis coloniality in the societies discourse, legitimized by its
politicians and their constituents, form a hazardousspere for these children.

This also makes it haedto determine if social trauma is indeed a binding factor
between irregular migrant youthsecause it is a prerequisite to begin withus,further
research could be conducted towards friendship formations outside of migrant aiding and
hosting facilities This to determind the third culture, where nationhood is of increasingly
lesser importance, is slowly moving towards the forefeont f this means thawe are slowly
moving away from the historical chains that bind us.

So,there are (b)ordering practices at play in the western notion of the word. These
stem from coloniality attaed to natiorstate border and the idea that a nation is sovereign
and has territorial limits. One cannot help where they were born, which language is their
mother tongue and who teaches thgirnorms and values (Sg2006).So,to say that this
does notpply would be likeblindfoldedpricking on the donkeysitaHowever,when we
look past these (b)ordering formaticarsd globalise the TCK irregular migrant youwitih the
social trauma, who could not move regulatlye to the border wardens of the woilthen
despite these harsh boundaries and due to necessity a third culture is therhanzon
where individual travelling borderscapes meet.

Research Reflection.

Though | am proud of my research and the way that it was conducted, there ardlaivgsys
that could have gone bettdihe first thing | noticed was that during interviews it took a long
time for me to describe my research and the definition of social traumeagh my research
kept getting easier to explain, it would have been nicave this routinat the startThe
respondents all knew what individual trauma was, but social trauma seemed to be new
concept.

Furthermorewhat would have made this research of more value would have been to
interact and interviewhe adolescents in quam. This would also be a recommendation for
future researchAdditionally, what would be really interesting to know is if the social trauma
connects irregular migrant childrenitside of the settings that they were observed in this
thesis | would also e very interested to learnpeerrelationships that are formed in stable
environmentgould be taken into adulthood. This could be done by settimgagarchnto
people that came in as irregular migrant children and have integrated into thes@riéti

and asking them how these relationships have formed them.
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Taxonomical Analysis
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Friends are important scores given out of 105, 8.5, 8.0, 8, 510.

A note has to be given that not all of the participating children understood that there was a
grade tdbe givenon the horizontal line of the-Hliagram. This could be due to a language
barrier as their Dutch/English proficiency was on different levels.
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have to have the time and energy to use mobile phones to play with each otAetthis
distance is caused by their constant movind This moving is caused by their refugee
statush refugee status is caused by fleeing from@onflict-ridden country A Memo.

Refugees are in a sense already the group that goes against the dominant culture,
becausethey come together and flee their home country, so refugees already those that
suffer from social trauma.

Interview Guide
600p wel ke wijze |l evert trauma een bijdr

mi granten netwerken in een gemeente?0

Traject
1. Hoe ziet het integratie traject eruit en wabisw rol daarbinnen?
2. Vanuit jou rol, welke problematieken met het huidige systeenijzie
3. Merk je gemeenschapsvorming bij onregelmatige immigranten?
a. Zo ja hoe merk je dat?
b. Zo nee waarom vormen zeageverbindingen?
Wat denk jij dat hieraan bijdraagt?
Wanneer er een gemeenschap is gevormd, gaat deze dan door wanneer vliuchtelingen
het staats houderschap verkrijgen?
6. Wat zie jij als een moeilijke stap voor onregelmatige immigranten bij integratie?
Hebbervolwassenen of jongeren meer moeite bij deze integratie en waarom?
8. Zien jullie interculturele vriendschappen ontstaan?
a. Zo ja, hoe vormen deze zich?
b. Zo nee, Wat zorgt ervoor volgens jou dat deze zich niet vormen?
9. Vind jij het idee van het vormen van eemrgeenschap voor immigranten van nut is?

ok

~

Trauma/ peer relationships
1. Hoe en waar zie jij vriendschappen ontstaan tussen i.m. in je werkveld?
2. Zijn deze vriendschappen volgens nou rendabel?
a. Zo ja/ nee waarom?

3. Waar zie jij hechtere vriendschappen ontstaarjebgdigen of volwassert?oe komt
dit verschil volgens jou?

4. Eris gezegd dat kinderen zonder ouders het altijd moeilijker hebben wat betreft
mentale gezondheid en integratie dan mensen die dat wel hebben, zie je dit ook bij
mensen die wel een vriendengrdegbben opgebouwd en waarom?

5. Hoe heeft de hoeveelheid trauma/dingen die meegemaakt zijn invioed op het kunnen
maken van vrienden?

6. Welke leeftijdscategorie heeft het meeste last van mentale stoornissen na een trauma,
en hoe wordhiernaargehandeld in degchtlijnen?

7. Wat voor soort hulpmiddelen bieden jullie als organisatie aan voor mensen die een
trauma hebben doorstaan?

Discourse/ Modernity/ Coloniality
1. Welk verschil merk je in de manier waarop worden behandeld in Nederland?

2. Merken i.m. dat zelbp?
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Dutch SummernyproposalTrauma, Conflict and Collective identity

Vluchten uit eerconflictgebiedof het meemaken van een conflict is in mijn ogen al
traumatisch op zich, of je er nou last van krijgt of niet. Deze dreun of shock van het conflict
creéert ervaringen voor mensen en heeft dus altijd gevolgen. Hierbij moet men niet alleen
denken aan de indduele mentale coping mechanismes en klachten die uit dit trauma
ontstaanBarlow, 2018), maar ook de sociale verstandshoudingen die veranderen en de
nieuwe die eruit voortkomen (Eyerman, 2013). Dit zorgt ervoor dat in dit onderzoek trauma
gecategorisedrwordt als het mee hebben gemaakt van een conflict, die een shock in het
individuele mentale systeem, evenals een dreun op het collectieve organisngeleafst
(Eyerman 2013, Erikson 1991).

De literatuur zegt dat deze veranderde sociale verstarndisigen een nieuw sociaal
collectief kunnen vormen, een groep mensen die een grens om hun heen creéert. Zelfs als het
grote deel van een dominante sociale gemeenschap, zoals een land, cultuur of regio, niet
geraakt is door de shock, kunnen verschillendi&itdiden deze shock wel hebben gevoeld.
Hierdoor kunnen de individuen die de shock wel ervaren hebben verbinden en vormen ze zo
een sfeer of mentaliteit die tegenover dat van de dominante gedachtegang ingaat (Eyerman,
2013). Een sociaal trauma is dus altjzk een individueel trauma, maar een individueel
trauma is niet per definitie een sociaal trauma.

Trauma vormt, in mijn mening, een categorie waarop men hun gemeenschap vormt.
Met andere woorden wordt trauma hierdoor niet alleen een scheidingsmiddeboufedvan
deonste onderscheiden, maar ook een middel van verbinding diastiefinieert en in stand
houdt.

Mijn onderzoek wil gaan kijken naar vriendschapsrelaties die ontstaan bij jongere
onregelmatige immigranten, ook wel nieuwkomers genoemd. ¥Ydaid eerder gezegd is het
vluchten van een conflict en het meemaken hiervan een punt van herkenning voor mensen.
Waardoor er een sociaal vangnet zou kunnen ontstaan dat juist mensen helpt een stap naar
integratie/heling te zetten. Dit vangnet evenalddegtip dat eruit voortvloeit is niet alleen
belangrijk, maar wordt ook weinig onderzocht.

Ik heb ervoor gekozen om naar jongeren te kijken omdat deze makkelijker vrienden
maken en de ruimte krijgen om dit te doen. Interculturele vriendschappen zijij plastrb
interessant. Want als een traumatische ervaring een delende noemer wordt voor mensen dan
betekent het dat de harde wereld grenzen, die door de eeuwen heen systematisch zijn opgezet,
vervagen. Hierdoor wil ik dus het belang van mentale gezondhaidvoren schuiven voor
niet alleen het individuele maar ook het sociale welzijn om zo conflicten te voorkomen, maar
ook om ze te kunnen analyseren. Men kan immers wel een pleister plakken op en wond, maar
het helen van die wond gebeurt altijd van binnemdieruit vioeit mijn hoofvraag:

OHow does trauma contribute towards (b)
within a municipality?6]/

00p wel ke wijze |l evert trauma een bijdr e
migranten netwerkenineengere nt e ? 0

De bovengenoemde hoofdvraag wil ik op een kwalitatieve manier gaan onderzoeken.
Dat wil zeggen dat ik het onderzoek doormiddel van semigestructureerd interviews, small
talks, memobs en participerende wbikgaay at i e
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willen bemachtigen door gesprekken met onregelmatige immigranten waar ethisch mogelijk,
en anders met begeleiders en experts om hen heen die de opvang, begeleiding en integratie

mogelijk maken.
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