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òAge is foolish and forgetful when it 

underestimates youthó -Albus 

Dumbledore 

[ J.K. Rowling (2005). Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince] 
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Introduction  
óRefugee child: óI know what it is like to feel unsafe even on your way to safety. I know what it 

feels like when you know the adults are worried and scared and too busy trying to keep 

everyone going so there is no room to stop. No room to check-in. No room to tell stories. No 

room to play. When it feels like the world might have no more room for you at all.ô (Kalia 

Yang, 2021) 

óAll is fair in love and warô is a proverbial saying that goes without merit. We do 

things that we think are right but forget to incorporate the other in these existential choices. 

Sometimes these choices benefit others, but frequently they blindside them too. Hence, if we 

look at the costs of our righteous choices, we may witness devastation and trauma. 

Trauma, as defined in literature, is a powerful emotional shock that penetrates "the 

mind's experience of time, self, and the world" and eventually manifests in dreams and 

flashbacks (Eyerman, 2013). From this viewpoint, an event is traumatic, not because it is 

violent, but because it is unfathomable and as such resists simple understanding, which in turn 

can prompt symptoms like headaches, nausea, changes in moods and behaviours, as well as 

unexpected changes in activity (Barlow, 2018).  

Social trauma or Collective trauma (Erikson, 1975 in Erikson, 1991; Eyerman, 2013) 

is defined as a hit on the basic tissues of social life that damages bonds attaching people and 

impairs the prevailing sense of communality. This collective trauma, in contrast to individual 

trauma, slowly works its way into the minds of those that suffer. However, it is nonetheless a 

form of shock. Even when the web that forms a community is not damaged, the wounds 

inflicted on separate individuals can let them come together to form an atmosphere or 

mentality, a culture as it where, that is different from the dominant (Eyerman, 2013). All 

social trauma is thus individual trauma, however individual trauma does not always equate to 

social trauma. Therefore, the social trauma inflicted on individuals gives leeway into 

becoming a social category (Yuval-Davis, 2006), a place upon which a collective identity can 

be formed.  

This collective in my eyes can be as small as the formation of friendship between two 

people. A social category (Yuval-Davis, 2006) is inevitably a social marker upon which a 

connection between two people is made. The group that surrounds these two people forms 

thereafter, for it is the welding between two shackles that connects two strands of social 

networks. Therefore, this thesis will take a constructivist approach towards the formation of a 

collective and incorporate Benedict Andersonôs (1981) idea of the imagined community.  
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In Andersons (1991) view, an imagined community is where a population shares a 

bond that spans faiths, political groups, and ethnicity and defines itself as a nation (Anderson, 

1991). Here this imagined community is both restricted and sovereign. Restricted because of 

having a governing body and sovereign because it is constrained by territorial bounds. 

Therefore, an imagined community is a fictitious bond between strangers who will never meet 

yet share a social marker. 

Going back towards where we started, trauma is the unspoken effect of violence and 

thus far, it has received little attention in security studies (Schick, 2011). Instead, international 

security studies predominantly focus on the persistence of violence and the insecurity of 

geopolitics. Thus, neglecting how past and present trauma heighten insecurity in the wake of 

and during violent conflicts. One could describe this as a top-down approach instead of a 

bottom-up approach.  

Similarly, the way in which trauma can contribute to the construction of enemy images 

(Wecke, 1987) and trigger violence (Schick (2011), is rarely at the forefront of the political 

debate. Even though there is a solid foundation for and debate on the construction of ethnic 

bonds and identities (Oberschall, 2000; Fearon & Laitin 2000; Sers, 2006), and a consensus 

that one should not underestimate the effect of prevalent violent imaginaries in a culture 

(Schröder & Schmidt, 2002; Whitehead, 2007). This term describes how the committing of a 

violent act can slip into the world of peopleôs imagination, this imagination transcends reality 

and rational articulation, but in doing so can be the cause of more violent realities (Whitehead, 

2007). 

However how these violent imaginaries started, the connections that result form on 

them, and how they endure, remain eluded. On top of that the idea that the trauma behind 

these violent imageries or social trauma in general could connect people cross culturally, is 

one that is hard to find in academic literature.  

Irregular Migrants 
It is compelling to think about the outcomes social trauma could have on irregular 

migrants, in particular children and adolescents. Irregular migrants are composed of vast 

cultural backgrounds, most of them sharing a similar trajectory namely experiencing and 

fleeing conflict. Consequently, it is also interesting to look at the social canopy these young 

migrants create or fall into. 

 Referring to the quote at the start of this thesis, experiencing a conflict, fleeing for it, 

and living in limbo during the journey to safety could have a detrimental effect on the human 
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psyche. There is no explanation needed as to how any of these phases can be a cause for 

social trauma let alone an individual trauma. 

Additionally global displacement was thought to have reached an all-time high in 

2016, with more than 60 million fleeing war, persecution, economic and climatological 

circumstances (Smits, Molenaar, El-Kamouni-Janssen, & Grinstead, 2016).  However, the 

number of forced migration keeps growing and has already reached 86.3 million in the year of 

2021 (UNHCR, 2022) That is why international migration is reaching its heyday at present, 

though it has characterised humanity and societies throughout the ages (Boghean, 2016 in 

Chamie, 2020) (Kury & Redo, 2017).  

As a result, the discussion surrounding migration is extensive, with multiple scholars 

chipping in (Whitaker, 2003; Whitham, 2017; van Houtum & Bueno Lacy, 2020). Agreeing to 

keep in mind, however, that the borders these people are crossing are geopolitical entities and 

mobile people are coined migrants due to certain mobility regimes and nation-state policies 

(Schapendonk, 2020).  

The current discourse surrounding mobile bodies, appears to focus on a clear division 

of 'refugees' and 'migrants'. An imposed separation, which is widely used in both media and 

politics to explain and represent the motives of those on the move (Whitham, 2017). 

According to Whitham (2017), the discursive representations of refugees in media and politics 

base themselves on a moral distinction in which migrants are seen as people who are 

motivated by economic gain rather than fleeing violence, suggesting that these people had a 

choice. This created the narrative is created that migrants are allegedly less legitimate asylum 

seekers. Blaming órefugeeô movements for either causing or spreading violence across borders 

(Whitaker, 2003). Even though this violence is due to refugees entering an already existing 

political scene, where newcomers within this arena require adjustments and create new 

tensions, altering existing norms (Whitaker, 2003). 

The latter perspective, therefore, appears far from the truth that is why this thesis will 

use the term irregular migrants for those fleeing war and persecution. Someone moving 

óirregularlyô means that they most probably either could not afford and therefore ignored, or 

were denied migrating, because of formal gatekeepers, i.e. regular and orderly institutions 

(Runde, Yayboke, & Gallegoo, 2019). It is precisely these gatekeepers of institutions, which 

make it impossible for the larger part of irregular migrants to travel in an óofficialô way (van 

Houtum & Bueno Lacy, 2020). 
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Irregular Migrant Minors, the Unseen and Unheard Third Culture Children  
As previously mentioned, migration has characterised humanity through the ages (Boghean, 

2016 in Chamie, 2020) (Kury & Redo, 2017). Along with the migration of adults, children 

inevitably follow in their slipstream. Perhaps the most popular term to describe these children 

both within and outside of academic literature is the Third-Culture Kid or TCK (Fechter & 

Korpela, 2016). 

It was in the 1950s that John and Ruth Hill Unseem, both respectfully anthropologists 

and sociologists, coined the term Third-Culture Kids (Melles & Schwartz, 2013). They used 

this term to refer to the children of American expats living in India, whose first culture 

referred to the country from which the parents originated (The óhomeô culture). The second 

culture referred to the country in which the family was currently living, the so-called óhostô 

culture. Finally, the third culture, referred to the culture of the expatriate community in the 

host country (Pollock & Van Reken, 2017; Unseem, 1993; Melles & Schwartz, 2012). The 

latter thus is óinterstitialô because it connects various cultures and as such is a culture between 

cultures (Cranston, 2017).   

Later on, Pollock and Van Reken (2017) defined a Third- Culture Kids (TCK) as a 

person who has spent a significant part of their developmental years outside its parentôs 

culture. They thus define the third culture as an international culture that is placeless 

(Cranston, 2017). Creating children who have a sense of belonging to all these cultures yet do 

not possess ownership to any (Fechter & Korpela, 2016). Theoretically, this means that these 

children do not adhere to the traditionally known imaginary borders that the world ingrained 

onto paper. Additionally, this would mean that their third culture transcends these imaginary 

borders and does not linger on (b)ordering in the traditional sense of the word, i.e., the 

simultaneous process of creating an in- and out-group (van Houtum, 2021), but on creating a 

multicultural environment with a different set of rules. An imagined community that 

transcends nationalism, because it does not adhere to traditional border and sovereign rules as 

Benedict Anderson (1981) described and moves towards a globalized community with blurred 

boundaries.  

While traditionally the term TCK is predominately used for those children that have 

tagged along in óprivilegedô migration (Fechter & Korpela, 2016). I would like to bring 

forward the coloniality ingrained into the word Third-Culture Kid and introduce it as a term to 

identify young irregular migrants, who more often than not spend a significant amount of their 

developmental years outside that of their passport country and create various third cultures, in 

various countries, to survive. The difference between óexpatô kids and óirregular migrantô 
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kids, is that the latter have experienced a thing a child should not and are somehow still 

classified as unwanted migrants.  

Coloniality, started at the end of colonialism and is still present today, as some 

territories are still under European colonial rule (Prieto Díaz, 2019). Coloniality, refers to the 

persistence of the colonial perspective, i.e., the continuation of colonial structures and 

hegemonies despite the end of colonialism. Epistemologically coloniality highlights 

óhistorically subordinated peoples, groups, and collectives, both in theoretical analysis and in 

the methodological proposalsô (Prieto Diaz, 2019).  

This argument, like Mclaughlin's (2018) observations, is consistent with the rising 

acknowledgment in childhood scholarly debate of the importance of race, gender, and class in 

moulding children's lived experiences of childhood. It challenges the commonly held belief 

that children are apolitical by exposing the political character of childhood via the experiences 

of refugee children (McLaughlin, 2018). Highlighting that the portrayal of irregular migrant 

kids as simply victims of their parents' acts is lacking, since this viewpoint not only repeats 

state framing but also oversimplifies and ignores the overly complex and individual situations 

in which children seek refuge (McLaughlin, 2017), or how they make connections.  

So irregular migrant networks that already have (b)ordering systems in place, most 

probably based their systems initially on coloniality by (b)ordering based on a what happened 

at a historical world scale. After fleeing these (b)orders, created before their time, a new way 

to order becomes a necessity and therefore these borders start to blur.  

That is why it is interesting to study irregular migrantôs minors with various degrees of 

social trauma, the reason they left their country of origin in the first place, in a smaller setting 

than that of an inter- or intra-state conflict. Thereby zooming in on irregular migrant children/ 

adolescents to analyse how they view the world and more importantly how important peer-

relationships, and consequently the culture outside that that of their parents or their host 

country, is for them 

Research Objective and Research Questions 
Following the thought process that was mentioned above the main research question and its 

sub-questions are formulated as followed: 

How does experiencing and fleeing a conflict contribute to the formation of peer-relationships 

between young irregular migrants in the Netherlands? 

1. How are peer-relationships important to young irregular migrants? 

2. How do young irregular migrants manage these peer-relationships? 
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3. How do young irregular migrants form their relationships and does trauma play a role? 

4. Are there cross-cultural peer-relationships and how are they formed? 

5. What effect do institutions have on the cultivation of these peer-relationships? 

Societal relevance 

The societal relevance of this thesis is that it can help to understand the behaviours of young 

irregular migrants in and around their hosting facilities, which might be needed seen the 

occasional reports of both migrant violence and superiors wrongfully managing the situation 

(NOS, 2023). With the increased migration of the last few years (UNHCR, 2022) and the 

radical reforms of the EU migration and asylum norms that are being pushed through 

(OôCarroll, 2023). How people mix and mingle has become more relevant than ever. 

Looking at how irregular migrant children create a third culture beyond their 

traditional boundaries in a known and/or new ócolonialityô setting, reveals how their social 

canopies are created as well as how their social networks start to form. By understanding that 

having endured social trauma might be a border marker of the third culture that they create, 

we might be able to look past the current migration discourse and its two-dimensional framing 

and sees the human behind the conflicts and historical systems in place. This is especially 

important for kids whose voices are often ignored and are at the blunt end of grown-up 

choices. Thus, considering Autessereôs (2012) emphasis on the importance and engagement of 

local actors, their motivations, and their narratives in order to promote peace and stability, yet 

not during but after a conflict setting. In this manner, instances of aggression or conflict in 

hosting facilities can be seen from a different perspective, increasing the understanding of 

why these kids act the way they do and how peer-relationships are an important factor to 

stimulate within these settings.  

Finally, this thesis hopes to highlight the immense capacity that these young children 

and adolescent teens have, hoping to underline the fact that when policy and social institutions 

built on this, these kids could be a force to reckon with and become those that are highly 

wanted and needed in todayôs society. This thesis therefore advocates for a more bottom-up 

approach to the governance of irregular migrants, especially because the dominant borders 

created, e.g. the European EU, appear to change because of a failing to align with the lived 

experiences and expectations of the people they regulate (Autesserre, 2012).  

Academic relevance  

This thesis highlights the resilience of irregular migrant children and adolescents after 

fleeing from conflict, derived from their third culture creation. Thereby not only adding to the 

(b)ordering debate (van Houtum, 2021) but also proposing an intersection between the 
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colonial borders and the continual creation of new various borderscapes (Mignolo, 2000), 

because of irregular migrant children and adolescents encapsulating the border that separates 

the óotherô from the óusô. Additionally, they simultaneously blurr that border creating a new 

dimension by engaging in border crossing relationships. 

This thesis also contributes to the importance of social interaction and peer-

relationships within mental health care in post conflict situations (Bliese & Halverson, 1998; 

Gifford-Smith & Brownell, 2003 in Peltonen et al., 2010; Berndt, 1996, in Carter & Kirkinis, 

2020), and adds that the trauma the young irregular migrants obtained during a conflict and 

while migrating appears to be a trigger for third culture formation. The friendships underlying 

this formation push towards a release of their mental health issues, if allowed, and could 

contribute to start their healing process. 

 Lastly, this thesis is also contributing to the debate on conflict triggers and coloniality 

without jumping on the colonial bandwagon (Moosavi, 2020).  Thereby possibly contributing 

to the debate on mental health and migration analysis. 

Research Aim  

The research aim of this thesis is twofold, first to reveal the underlying reasons for conflict-

based irregular migration induced social trauma through a literature review and second to 

explore whether this trauma is a trigger for the formation of culture-crossing friendships and a 

start for overcoming social trauma. 

Thesis outline  

This thesis will first start with the theoretical framework to explain trauma in general, linking 

it to social trauma. Following this initial operationalisation of social trauma, the effects that 

trauma have on children and their peer relations will be touched on. Thereafter it will start to 

operationalise conflict in general, as this is the trigger for inducing social trauma that causes  

irregular migration within this thesis.  

Conflict is thereafter linked to the debate surrounding (b)orders and nation-states. Here 

a start is made by opening up the debate surrounding borders in general and the different 

thought processes at play. This will help us understand the way Europe operates and the 

policies they uphold.  

Thereafter we will take a turn and look at how decolonial scholars look at coloniality 

and modernity, which gives us an introduction as to how the rest of the world looks at these 

terms. Afterwards the debate surrounding borders will be opened again, to showcase the 

decolonial and postcolonial scholars view on what a border is. Highlighting their importance 

when looking at irregular migrants in a world where migration is at its hight.  
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  This will also make you understand the beginning of the thought process that 

encircles the research aim. Thereafter it will try to distinguish wanted and unwanted migrants 

away from the modern day discourse, talking about the dichotomy that modernity/coloniality 

systemically has put in place. Here the definition of what irregular migrant youths are will be 

given. 

To understand why this thought process is not set in place in the policies that currently 

surround migration, the terms legitimacy and discourse will be touched upon. Signifying their 

importance in the effects they have concerning the treatment of irregular migrants.  

Finally, this is all linked within a section concerning the creation of the third culture 

within irregular migrant youth, and reasoning as to why this is an important ambiguity in 

modern migration studies. 

 After the theoretical framework, the methodology and techniques will make their 

appearance starting with the research set up and shortly after how the research was conducted 

and which doorsteps where too high to stepover. Ensuite the data analysis, conclusion and 

discussion are put in their rightful place. Lastly there will be a reflection on the entire process 

and suggestions for future research will be made.  

Theoretical Framework 

Trauma 
Trauma research is a hot topic within social sciences (Radstone, 2007). Within this space the 

attention is especially on the ethics and politics of trauma theory. However, to understand the 

theory behind the cultural spectrum of the concept, an overview must be given of the different 

thought processes at play. 

Individual trauma and collective trauma 

Trauma is derived from ancient Greek and literally means ówoundô (Lays, 2000 in Eyerman, 

2013). Medically, trauma indicates a blow to the human flesh, which results in an injury 

(Erikson, 1991). This blow does not come from within the body, but rather is afflicted upon 

the body from the outside. Erikson (1991, 455) says that within medical terminology, trauma 

is the blow that inflicts the wound rather than the mental state afterwards or the situation that 

triggered the blow. Which is in stark contrast to the psychological explanation of the concept. 

In contemporary psychological and medical literature, individual trauma is an inflicted 

wound on the mind (Eyerman, 2013). This infliction is caused byé an emotional shock so 

powerful that it breaches óthe minds experience of time, self and the worldô and eventually 

manifests itself in dreams and flashbacks. In this conception, an occurrence is traumatic not 

simply because it is forceful, but because it is unthinkable, in that it óresists simple 



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

9 
 

comprehensionô (Eyerman, Social theory and trauma, 2013). In this explanation, the term 

trauma is not the blow itself, but rather the memory of the blow that creates a traumatic effect 

(Onwauchi-Willig, 2016). Trauma can manifest as symptoms such as headaches, nausea, 

mood and behaviour changes, and unexpected changes in activity over time (Barlow, 2018). 

Another addition to the current vision on trauma is not only the recurring of unwanted 

memories that alter behaviour, but also the debate surrounding the possibility or  impossibility 

of memory (Caruth, 1996). It was this definition that not only made it possible to use trauma 

theory in psychological analysis but also in the social sciences (Onwauchi-Willig, 2016) 

The first person to develop a theory-encapsulating trauma and the social dimension 

was a sociologist called Kai Erikson (Onwuachi-Willig, 2016). In the 1970s he developed the 

concept of collective trauma by firstly diving into individual psychological trauma, which he 

defined as óthe state or condition producedô by a óstress or blow that may produce disordered 

feelings or behaviourô (Erikson, 1991) as previously mentioned.  

Collective/Societal trauma is a hit on the basic tissues of social life that damages 

bonds attaching people and impairs the prevailing sense of communality (Erikson, 1975 in 

Erikson, 1991; Eyerman, 2013). This collective trauma, in contrast to the individual trauma, 

slowly works its way into the minds of those that suffer, instead of suddenly. However, it is 

nonetheless a form of shock. Even when the web that forms a community is not damaged, the 

wounds inflicted on separate individuals can let them come together to form an atmosphere or 

mentality, a culture as it where, that is different from the dominant (Eyerman, 2013). 

Therefore, the trauma inflicted on individuals gives leeway into becoming a social category 

(Yuval-Davis, 2006), a place upon which a collective identity can be formed.  

 When the unthinkable becomes imaginable, then a community can form itself based 

on that imagination of a shared communality, an imagined community (Anderson 1981) as it 

were, without having to be sovereign or with territorial limits. What this means is that if the 

possibility exists where a community or individuals can commit violence or a violent act 

when distancing the óotherô (Slim, 2008), moving themselves away from the act and 

convincing themselves that they did what is right, the opposite should be true as well. That 

when people have similarities, which make distancing difficult, empathy is heightened and 

violence is subdued. 

Within Slimôs (2008) frame, people will always imagine themselves as the victim, 

thereby othering the enemies. This legitimizes their violence, because of the threat the other 

poses towards them (Wecke, 1987). Within the frame of this thesis, people come together 

through imagined shared lived experiences, which dims down the chances of protracted 
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violence. Thus, an imagined community is centre to the formation of a culture. Therefore, it is 

the construction of an imagined collective based on trauma, that forms a group identity in the 

wake or after a conflict. Thus, making trauma a social category. It is the shock to the system 

that creates the victim. 

Child Trauma and Peer Relations 
At the end of 2021, the total number of displaced people was 89.3 million (Spaas et al, 

2021). This is double the size it was a decade ago and the largest displacement the world has 

seen since World War II (UNHCR, 2023). Children make up 41 percent of all those that were 

forcibly displaced (UNHCR, 2022).  

These 36.5 million irregular migrant minors are forced to conduct their developmental 

years in a multi-ethnic context, learning to conform to the host nation, enduring social and 

cultural dislocation and loss, all the while navigating specific minority- and resettlement-

related hardships (Pacione et al., 2013 in Spaas et al, 2021).  

So aside from having had to experience conflict educed social trauma, irregular 

migrant youth also must face the system that compartmentalizes the world through 

coloniality, which steadily legitimized distrust towards migrants (Spaas et al., 2021). 

Undoubtably this brings its own set of stressors upon a childôs mental health (Spaas et al., 

2021). Plus, on a personal level, these kids have been exposed to violent conflict and 

continued threats, human rights violations, forced separation from parents or caregivers, 

confinement, and torture (Spaas et al., 2021).  

The sum of all the previous mentioned inflictions is widely acknowledged to have a 

profound impact on the mental health of children and adolescents (Karamet al., 2019). 

Researched has proved that mental health issues such as PTSD, depression, and anxiety, were 

all found to be higher in ongoing or post-war scenarios (Attanayake et al., 2009 in Punamäki 

et al, 2015).  Additionally children are more likely than adults to be significantly affected, 

even if not directly exposed to tragedy (Pfefferbaum et al., 2014). Though the severity of 

symptoms may diminish overtime for most of these children, the grief and obstacles linked 

with the traumatic experiences can last for months or even years in others (Norris, Friedman, 

& Watson, 2002, in Pfefferbaum et al., 2014). 

The processing of these traumatic events inevitably effects children and their mental 

health (Ehlers et al., 2003). As a result, this processing rears its head in the form of 

distraction, cognitive manipulation, social connection, and emotion management as coping 

methods for irregular migrant kids (Pfefferbaum et al., 2014; Qouta et al., 2008).  
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Because these kids are resilient, individuals could seek out social assistance to cope 

with stress after a traumatic experience, and the perspectives of others may become influential 

in evaluations and reappraisals of the event and its implications (Guay et al. 2006; Joseph et 

al. 1997, in Palosaari, 2016). This has both positive and negative consequences. 

For example, peer acceptance, the ability to form and keep friendships, and the 

engagement in social networks all have a positive influence in children's optimal development 

and well-being (Bliese & Halverson, 1998; Gifford-Smith & Brownell, 2003). These positive 

peer relationships support good social-behavioural adjustment a sense of emotional safety, 

and high self-esteem across the life span (Peltonen et al., 2010).  

Another positive impact on irregular migrant youth is school attendance. School 

attendance is linked to resilience in refugee youth (Montgomery, 2010). Research conducted 

with Somali teenage irregular migrants found a stronger sense of school belonging related to 

decreased sadness and increased self-efficacy (Kia-Keating & Ellis, 2007). 

 Positive relationships between teachers and pupils are also beneficial to irregular 

migrant youth social-emotional development and competence (Sullivan & Simonson, 2016). 

This suggests that positive school achievements are helpful with adjustment and acculturation.  

Furthermore, positive relationship quality, a subset of social support that includes peer 

intimacy, care, and support, has not been linked to maladaptive behaviour and internalizing 

difficulties (Berndt 1996, in Carter & Kirkinis 2020). 

There is, however, a study that suggests that there is a positive correlation to be found 

between internalizing symptoms and negative friendship quality (Carter & Kirkinis, 2020). 

Here negative friendship quality may lead to worse mental health outcomes for traumatized 

youths. This prevalence of internalizing disorders is relatively low childhood, but rises 

significantly during adolescence (Chow & Ruhl, 2014).  

The severity of the individual trauma also influences peer relationships. Peltonen et al 

(2010) concluded that children who witnessed or were themselves targets of military violence 

had poorer friendships and more rivalry in their sibling relations that those that were spared 

this trauma. 

Political considerations, on the one hand, and trauma theories, on the other, can 

explain the data demonstrating the efficacy of siblingship and the failure of peer connections 

in protecting children's mental health (Peltonen et al., 2010). One of the keys of resilience, 

according to Punamäki (2006), is the disclosure of traumatic experiences and the sharing of 

multiple emotions. The findings imply that family relationships take precedence over other 

relationships in general, and especially when threatened.  
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The political explanation is that war and foreign military occupation create a 

suspicious climate (Baker & Shalhoub-Kevorkian, 1999). As a result, children may be 

apprehensive of entirely trusting their peers to communicate their experiences and emotions. 

These experiences can be humiliating and involve feelings of timidity, dread, and humiliation; 

therefore, disclosing them to siblings rather than peers may be easier. However, this research 

was done within a conflict ridden country, which means that once the kids have left the 

conflict climate these findings could change. 

 All the havoc that has been placed on these childrenôs lives and the reason they had to 

endure social trauma is conflict. Conflict and its creation is therefore the trigger for people to 

start their flight, but also the reason that people border. The next section will explain what 

conflict is, and why it leads to the division of people. 

Conflict  
To become an irregular migrant and seek asylum in a country other than your own, means 

leaving behind everything one has ever known. Irregular migrants become individuals that 

have been forced to flee their home country due to a legitimate fear of persecution due to their 

race, religion, nationality, political beliefs, or participation in a certain social group (UNHCR, 

1951). 

 This means that they are unwilling to rely on their home countryôs protection and seek 

asylum in another country. Often during their voyages to safe haven, they encounter 

enormous hazards and hardships, necessitating international protection (UNHCR, 1951). One 

of the reasons that could force irregular migrants out of their homelands is the presence of 

social trauma inducing conflict. 

The scholarly world's definition of violent conflict is continually changing (Demmers 

2012, 3). The emphasis in the various discussions and disciplines that conflict studies hold 

always changes depending on the aspects highlighted in the definitions. Nonetheless, violent 

conflicts continue to destabilize and devastate a variety of countries (Langer & Steward 

2011). Although there are various ways that researchers look at conflict and many definitional 

differences, there is still agreement on the definition for a general model of conflict, which 

was initially written down by Mitchell (1981) .... ôA conflict is óany situation in which two or 

more ñpartiesô(however defined or structured) perceive that they possess mutually 

incompatible goalsô (Mitchell 1981, 71 in Demmers 2012). 

Should this be or become a violent conflict, then there is a protracted hostility or 

aggression present between two or more groups, typically enforcing violence or military 

means to obtain certain objectives (World Bank, 2011). In these situations, physical violence, 
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armed combat, and a breakdown of peaceful relations between conflicting parties, is present. 

Galtung (1960, in Grewal, 2003) states that this is a case of direct violence. There are also 

situations where positive peace is felt by the majority within a culture. However positive 

peace has the presence of indirect and structural violence, i.e., poverty, hunger, 

discrimination, apartheid, and social injustice (Galtung 1960, in Grewal, 2003). Therefore, 

true peace does not exist, and conflict as described above is the way the world functions.   

Violent confrontations can occur at many diverse levels, from interpersonal 

disagreements to large-scale wars played out either inter-or intra-state (World Bank, 2011). 

Territorial disputes, ideological differences, resource competitiveness, political power 

struggles, or societal divisions are common causes of these conflicts. 

As a result, all conflicts are made up of three components: incompatibility, conflict 

attitudes, and conflict behaviour (Demmers, 2012). These words combine to produce a 

dynamic triangle. While agreeing on the preceding, some literature focuses more on the 

situations that create a conflict, whereas others focus lies on the attitudes of people that create 

this conflict (Demmers, 2012). The differences in approaches can all be traced back to how 

different interpretations are worded and operationalised, either to distance oneself from the 

issue using words as agency, or to take a more direct approach using humanized words like 

habits (Demmers, 2012). 

This can also be seen in the scholarly classification of a war, which differs depending 

on various perspectives and criteria. The UCDP (Uppsala Conflict Data Program), for 

example, use a threshold of a minimum of 1,000 battle related deaths in a year, for a violent 

conflict to become a war (Gleditsch et al., 2002). Others, like Collier and Hoeffler (2004), 

mention that the difference between a violent conflict and a war is that the latter is often a 

long-term conflict, characterized by prolonged and intense hostilities, often involving large 

military engagements. 

The question of which wars and conflicts are being fought now, is crucial to 

understand the background of irregular migrants and their choice to flee. When looking at the 

disputes that existed in 2020, the bulk of them were the same issues that existed 30 years ago 

(Strand & Hegre 2021). These reoccurring disputes are more concerning in general since they 

provide a significant danger over an extended period. These are also the conflicts that produce 

the bulk of the irregular migrants worldwide with more than two-thirds of all the displaced 

people coming from just 5 countries: The Syrian Arabic Republic, Venezuela, Afghanistan, 

South Sudan, and Myanmar (UNHCR, 2022). 



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

14 
 

 It is without a doubt that violent conflict leaves havoc in its wake, and therefore it is 

no more than natural for people to want to flee it. However, we must keep in mind that 

according to statistics most of the irregular migrants that flee their home are hosted by their 

neighbouring countries, which is 72 percent (UNHCR. 2022). This is in stark contrast with the 

discourse present in European media and policies.  

In Figure 1, which you can find below, is the crisis groupôs risk watch (Crisis 

Group,2023). Which displays which conflicts are currently being fought, and which have 

escalated. Thereby showcasing the places where irregular conflict driven migration comes 

from and could originate from in the future. 

 

Conflict is created by (b)ordering systems (van Houtum, 2021), where two or more parties 

perceive mutually incompatible goals (Mitchell, 1981). The latter creates a basis on which a 

clear distinction can be made between the óusô and the óotherô, resulting in segmentation. This 

rupture, or border, is thickened and creates a basis for social trauma and the migration of 

people. However, these borders were already present, instilled on paper maps as the one we 

can find above, and historically enforced. 

(B)orders   
To understand how immigration and migrants are framed within todays political and policy 

landscape, understanding what and how a border is made and maintained is of essence. The 

notion that a border, defined as an institutional place imprinted on the ground and engraved 

Figure 1: Tracking Conflict. (2023). Crisis Watch. Crisis group 
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch  
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on a map that weaves tales about where one sovereignty stops and another begins, is a relic of 

the past (Balibar 1998; Laine 2017; Rumford 2006; van Houtum 2021; Mignolo, 2000; 

Anzaldúa 1987)). 

Though the relevance of borders, according to scholars and their ever-prevalent dream 

of creating a borderless world, is an ever changing debate due to globalisation, the political 

view of what a border is, is still the heavy weight of the conversation (Laine, 2017). As a 

result, borders are to be seen as multidimensional and complex, as well as being a static and 

dynamic perception that has a vast metaphorical and discernible design, objective, and 

location (Laine, 2017). 

Beyond physical boundaries such as brick walls, the definition of a border today 

incorporates the global spatial power dynamics that influence daily life and meaning 

(Rumford, 2006; Van Houtum, 2021). Borders no longer identify the end of a political region 

but have evolved to contain several states, reducing the significance of state borders 

(Rumford, 2006). As a result the border is seen as a structural enigma engraved within the 

worldôs global economy, and therefore geopolitical by nature (Brambilla & Jones, 2019). 

This structural paradox in the global economy makes borders markers of belonging, as 

well as a tool for the modern Western nation-state to maintain supremacy via political and 

legal methods (Brambilla & Jones, 2019). Subsequently borders also function as a place of 

becoming, where new groups arise based on common social categories, an example of this 

could be a resistance movement (Brambilla & Jones, 2019), or in the case of this thesis 

forced/unwanted migration. 

Anderson's (1991) concept of popular and official nationalism can be linked to this 

paradox, where official nationalism represents the establishment of a community that opposes 

a dominant state in order to gain legitimacy, the place of becoming, whereas popular 

nationalism occurs when these rebellious ideas become policy and establish a place of 

belonging (Anderson, 1991). Therefore, a nation-state regulates and normalizes a dominant 

common culture, however the presence of a dominant culture implies the presence of minor 

cultures in the background within the place of becoming (Kumar, 2017). Within this debate 

borders, despite their appearance, cannot attain uniformity. Therefore, the border of a nation-

state quintessentially normalises and dictates the norms appertaining to the dominant culture 

that its figurative border lines encapsule and pushes back the voices of those that do not 

belong to this group (Kumar, 2019). 

Accordingly, nation-states strive for a certain amount of similitude (Weber, 2008). To 

do so the nation-state develops a social contract, comprised of norms and standards, that hold 
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both the state and citizens accountable for sustaining peace (Weber, 2008). The contract is 

signed by both before mentioned parties on account of maintaining social balance and 

homogeneity within their countries borders. This, contrarily, is also a reason why political 

mobilization by minor cultures within a dominant culture typically encounter severe violence 

(Weber, 2008; Bueno Lacy, 2021, Lecture 3). 

Borders are defined by van Houtum and Bueno Lacy (2020) as internationally 

recognized, lawful, and internally recognised by the community, with chosen wardens legally 

empowered to protect and control their limits (Van Houtum & Bueno Lacy, 2020). These 

wardens, who serve as both judges and jurors, play an important role in the politics of 

belonging at the border of the political arena as well as that of the social one (Yuval Davis, 

2006). 

Regardless of how borders are envisioned and created, it is the wardens who have 

authority over the bureaucratic impediments, such as paperwork, that determine admission 

(Van Houtum & Bueno Lacy, 2020). Borders, which were formerly delineated on maps, are 

now experienced through the visa application process, underscoring their geopolitical 

significance. They legitimize popular nationalism and spread a sense of shared identity, 

supporting the dominant cultural identity, and institutionalizing the concept of otherness. 

Othering, the cultural and symbolic boundaries between the óusô and the óotherô (Paasi, 

2019), is ever present in our globalising world. The rampant social arena where othering takes 

place, makes sure to socially construct the world and demarcate who does belong and to 

which capacity they do not. Parallel to othering the concept of ordering takes place 

simultaneously, maintaining the values and norms of the us, this being the people that belong 

within the borders of a certain territory attached to the nation-state (van Houtum, 2021; 

Chowdhury, 2020; Schroder& Schmidt, 2001; Wecke, 1987). Othering and ordering keep 

each other in place, and therefore so do the people that perform these patterns.  

So there is a clear dichotomy to be found within this debate, where people make a 

division between who belongs somewhere and who does not. However, there are other 

(b)ordering practices at play that go beyond who belongs and who does not in todayôs society. 

These borders frequently reflect and perpetuate power dynamics, favouring certain people and 

marginalizing others based on fabricated conceptions of race, nationality, and economic 

standing. These dichotomic practices are also so deeply ingrained within the nexus that 

determines the experiences and trajectories of irregular migrants. This makes (b)ordering 

practices towards irregular migrants become a symbol of the continued existence of 
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coloniality, the strengthening power structures and the ongoing marginalization of specific 

persons or groups based on manufactured identities. 

Modernity/ coloniality 
 

éòEuropa and the Americas, the only true subjects of history, have thought out on 

our behalf not only the script of colonial enlightenment and exploitation, but also that 

of our anti-colonial resistance and post-colonial misery.òé(Chatterjee 1991,521) 

 

Though some may argue that colonialism ended with various independence movements 

around the world, coloniality did not. Colonialism is defined as a power model that is 

constantly reproduced (Naylor et al. 2018). When considering power and its reproduction, the 

concept of liquid modernity (Baumann & Hangaard 2008) comes to mind. Power is never 

seen as a solid format in this context, but rather as an ambiguous entity, that manifests itself in 

all the cracks of society. It not only manifests itself, but it is also constantly reproduced 

according to the minds of those who reproduce it. This reproduction of power is not an 

universal or linear progress of development (Santos, 2007), it rather consists over various and 

different descriptions of modernity. 

The road that is modernity, as it has a luminal character, is a concept that is in constant 

metamorphosis as it encompasses more social, political, economic, and cultural structures that 

emerge out of our world (Santos 2007). People could argue that in this modern world that we 

live in not all roads lead to Rome.  

When one recognizes that the reproduction of power is imminent, colonial modernity 

(Gregory 2004), the reproduction of the other as the other through colonial tainted lenses, 

becomes a reality. So does the deliberate repression of other culturesô knowledges, as well as 

the positioning of cultural Europeanisation as aspirational aim for those formerly colonised, 

which are central to this ócoloniality of powerô (Quijano, 2007, p.169, in Cetinkaya, 2023). 

Therefore the road to becoming as modern as Europe is framed as a singular destination, with 

a singular road. However this frame lies on a narrative that has been quite differently told 

from the original. 

That is why Dussel (2000) begins his discussion on modernity by addressing the 

historical dissonance associated with the Eurocentric 'Aryan model.' stating that the Greek-

Roman-Europa interpretation of European identity is a construct created by German 

romanticism. However, ironically enough, what we now call modern Europe lay far beyond 

the horizon of ancient Greece (Dussel, 2000).  
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Modern Europe was first and foremost viewed as uncivilized, nonhuman, and 

unpolitical (Dussel, 2000). Asia and Africa, on the other hand were recognized as having the 

most developed cultures of their time. This all changed all throughout the colonial period as 

well as the decolonial period, and made not Europe, but the countries that are now known as 

those that lie in the South those that were uncivilized and nonhuman.  

As a result of this history, Dussel (2000) contributes that the modernity debate splits 

into two tracks. The first is track is Eurocentric, viewing modernity as a form of emancipation 

and an opportunity for development. The second track adopts a global perspective and 

recognizes that being at the centre of the world's history can help one escape the periphery. It 

is also this second branch that appears to justify the use of violence. As modern day Europe 

propelled itself out of the periphery via means of war and trade. This negative aspect of 

modernity is frequently overlooked, yet it should be at the forefront of debates  

As Fanon (1961, 27) so wisely stated óéAt whatever level we study it decolonization 

is quite simply the replacing of a certain óspeciesô of men by another óspeciesô of men. 

Without any period of transition, there is a total, complete and absolute substitutionô. This is 

simply put the justification of the use of violence to obtain modernity, all throughout history 

violence has been at the forefront for economies and communities to put their ideas to the 

forefront and obtain power. This has seldom happened in the form of verbal communication 

and more frequently obtain via direct- and indirect violence (Galtung, 1961). However this 

road to modernity has never been linear. 

Which brings us to Santos (2007), who argues that the dominant understanding of 

modernity is based on a narrow and Eurocentric perspective that has excluded marginalized 

other forms of knowledge, cultures, and experiences. Santos defines Western modernity as a 

balance of social governance and social emancipation. This balance is found in all modern-

day conflicts, but it is built on an invisible foundation.  

The part of the modernity construct that is often overlooked, is that the road that leads 

towards so-called modernity is never the same for any nation, therefore it is also a different 

metropolitan societies and colonial territories. As a result, Santos's definition of modernity 

implies that the lens through which the world sees who belongs to centrum and who ordained 

to the periphery is defined by the metropolitan societies he mentions (Santos, 2007). 

Which leads to questions surrounding privilege and systemic marginalization. When 

power and modernity are used in conflict settings, then the ones who determine the discourse, 

surrounding migrants that are allowed to enter and those that are not, are the metropolitan 
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societies. To this day though, the metropolitan societies have the power to define the worldly 

discourse on what is seen as a migrant and an unwanted migrant.  

This also means that these societies are constantly thickening their borders towards 

those that they want to push back and blurring the borders for those they assume to be close, 

i.e. the concentric circles and the respective policies. 

Referring to the first section of this sub-chapter it is due to the western world power, 

who decides the world discourse and determine that those seen as unwanted or those that have 

a connection to these irregular migrants are easily dehumanized. However, for the sake of 

humanity, we have to realise that both the óusô and  the ôotherô could suffer from trauma. 

Perhaps  óthe otherô, i.e. irregular migrants, suffer most in the situation sketched in this thesis, 

because it is not right to that solely the metropolitan countries decide who is allowed to be 

helped and who is not. As a result, in the context of borders, it is the 'other' who has firsthand 

contact with these metaphorical lines etched on paper, and may know the most about them. 

Thankfully, there is an ongoing debate between decolonial and western border 

scholars surrounding the concept of what a border is. Looking at their views could enrich our 

ówesternô of how the world functions. This thesis therefore advocates for a more inclusive and 

compassionate concept of borders, one that rejects dehumanization and welcomes a larger 

spectrum of perspectives within the border discourse.  

Borders in a Postcolonial World 

The Western formulation of the border, according to Balibar (1998), is the result of a 

long conception, arising from a series of choices, none of which were necessary, but which 

led to each other, and which coincide with the universalization of a very specific form of 

state, originating in Europe: the national state. 

Yet, there are also those that think of borders as intricate intersections consisting out 

of power relations and cultural formations (Mignolo, 2000; Anazaldúa, 1987, Mezzandra & 

Neilson, 2013). Such is the case with Mignolo (2000) who opts for the use of the term 

borderscapes instead. He moves away from the Eurocentric perspective within scholarship 

and calls for border thinking, where one engages with other forms of knowledge outside that 

of the Western standard.  

At this postcolonial and decolonial part of the border debate, Mignolo (2000) lays 

emphasis on the fluid and dynamic nature of borderscapes. Insisting that borders are more 

than just physical geographical divisions as they are also inclusive of political, economic, 

cultural, and epistemological components. For it is precisely on borders that many types of 

knowledge, languages, identities, and cultural practices collide and interact.  
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Ergo borderscapes define themselves as being rich encounter and exchange places, but 

also the site of debate and conflict (Mignolo, 2000). This is because borderscapes are infused 

with power relations and hierarchies that reflect the colonial and imperial histories. These 

power dynamics shape and affect cross-border movement of people, resources, and ideas, 

sustaining unequal interactions across different regions and societies. The concept enforces 

the agency and resistance of marginalized populations and subaltern groups who oppose and 

disrupt prevalent border regimes, i.e. irregular migrants. 

Additionally these borderscapes are both physical and metaphorical spaces according 

to Gloria Anzaldúa (1987). Within these spaces, traditionally the sites of oppression and 

resistance, there is a constant hybridity, multiplicity and fluidity of identities, a process that 

she coins mestizaje meaning óa shifting or a continual becomingô (Anzaldúa, 1987). People 

within these borderlands navigate multiple languages, cultures, and ways of being, resulting in 

new and dynamic forms of identity.  

Adding on to the debate Mezzadra and Neilson (2013) insinuate that borders are not 

only physical lines but that they also used as a technique or method of controlling labour. In a 

capitalist world, in order to extract a surplus of value, mobility labour is crucial to its 

productions mechanisms. Yet borders are employed as processes to regulate and restrict the 

movement of workers, thereby maintaining power imbalance and ensuring the profitability of 

capitalist enterprises. This is done via border control measures such as immigration policies, 

surveillance and visa restrictions employed by nation-states and capitalist entities to manage 

and discipline labour forces. As a result these created borders insure a hierarchy and division 

among workers labelling those that deemed desirable as óskilledô and those that are 

undesirable as óunskilledô. Within this thesis this is linked to wanted and unwanted migration. 

Not only do these bordering practices reinforce exploitative conditions (Mezzadra& 

Neilson, 2013), restricting the mobility of workers, they also contribute to the creation of 

hazardous and vulnerable labour markets for unwanted migration. As this restriction of labour 

mobility has the function of disciplining and regulating workers, making sure that there is a 

steady supply of low-wage labour and preventing collective action or resistance.  

This demonstrates that present Western border thinking is abyssal (Santos 2007). 

Abyssal thinking is a system that enforces the separation between social reality's visible and 

invisible worlds. The visible line encompasses everything that is described as modern 

knowledge and modern law. Within modern knowledge, science has been given the ability to 

discriminate between what is true and what is untrue. Everything viewed as untrue has no 

right to exist and, as a result, falls into obscurity (Santos 2007). All that is visible, however, 
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begins by relying on what is invisible. Just as the 'us' only becomes evident when the 'other' is 

defined and ówantedô migration becomes evident when óunwantedô migration is defined. 

The Border Thinking Dichotomy  
Within this thesis, we explore the multitude of perspectives within the border debate, 

trying to make the invisible visible, which is might I add in true Anthropological fashion. On 

the one hand we cannot let go of the Western operationalisation of what a border is, because it 

dictates how nation-states and capitalist enterprises function in this world economy and how 

they regulate mobile bodies. A regulation that is in its form top-down within its created place 

of belonging and official nationalism.  

An example of this is when, according to Schapendonk (2020) who marks borders as 

geopolitical entities, persons are branded as migrants under specific mobility regimes and 

nation-state agendas. As a result, within the European framework, these mobile persons are 

exposed to structural othering and ordering mandated by the current migration agenda. The  

concept of concentric circles (as seen in image 2), which delineate policies within certain 

regions, is a fundamental method used to achieve this (Schapendonk, 2020). 

 

To demonstrate, the outermost circle symbolizes migrants from the "deep" South, 

reflecting measures aimed at reducing unwanted migration and conducting development 

initiatives. The second circle within these addresses external border regulations and 

Figure 2: Schapendonk, J. (2021). Concentric Circles. Wiley. 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/imig.  
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outsourcing practices within Europe. Thereafter, the blue circle, shows the policies edged 

towards wanted or legal migration, which is to be stimulated. Finally, the smallest and 

innermost circle is concerned with the promotion of desirable migration, emphasizing the 

harmonization of migration and asylum seeker policy across different states. 

The concentric circle framework is strongly related to the concepts of othering and 

ordering, which are similar to the Western concepts of the centre and the periphery 

(Schapendonk, 2020). A structure like this fosters the notion that migration is essentially a 

linear process with predefined stages and difficulties. This image, however, is far from true 

and does more harm than good in the context of EU policies. As it is also one that adheres to 

systemic coloniality. Therefore, there is a need to make this coloniality visible and ensure 

other options can be made.  

When we look at the postcolonial and decolonial descriptions of a border we could 

link them with more of a grassroot or bottom-up vision, looking at it as an area of popular 

nationalism or a place of becoming. Here it becomes a landscape where people meet, 

intertwine, and learn from each other. This landscape does not adhere to the traditional maps 

and images that have been created systemically. Rather it is a space that is continuously 

moulded and stretched by an individual and the vast relationships they choose to create and 

maintain. Legitimate to the person rather than the state. The reason that this is not the 

dominant notion in scholarly and political debate is due to historical sequences that can have 

their roots traced back to colonial times.  

This thesis wants to look at young irregular migrants as travelling borderscapes 

(Mingolo, 2000), that form a new horizon every time they travel, are in a new country or meet 

new people. These kids are the encapsulation that the borders, that the western world sees as 

fixed trenches, are in fact malleable, dynamic, and alive.  These kids are the ómestizajeô 

(Anzaldúa, 1987) travelling through landscapes infused with power relations, the unwanted/ 

unskilled workers according to policy but with the same capacity that óprivilegedô kids have. 

It makes one wonder how mere kids could be denied entry and how they could become 

political entities that reach the frontpage of newspapers and how they legitimately get pushed 

aside. 

Legitimacy 
The legitimacy of the Western border practices in wanted- and unwanted migration policy is a 

significant issue (Duyvesteyn, 2017). The idea of legitimacy, which depicts a dynamic 

relationship between a political actor, often the nation-state, and its constituents, is crucial to 

determining the legality of a government or program. In short it means that there needs to be a 
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reasoning as to why the political realm deserves to have the power that they possess 

(Habermas, 1979, as cited in Kihlstrom, 2020). Legitimacy is also, according to Max Weber 

(2008) (Duyvesteyn, 2017), the validity of the social contract between a nation-stateôs 

political realm and their citizens. 

Therefore, the concept is an ongoing process that encompasses not just substance of 

the matter but also conventions, moral judgments, and feelings, between the political realm 

and that of the social, making it one that could be contested (Kilstrom, 2020). Implying there 

are rules of participation in these óprocesses of opinion-and will-formation that occur in forms 

of communication that themselves are legally guaranteedô (Habermas, 1997, p.110, as cited in 

Kihlstrom, 2020).  

However, when societies become more complex, and the political realm fails to 

regulate this growing complexity, the welfare administration is compelled to assume 

increased responsibility for the challenges that arise. If or when the political realm and the 

welfare administration encounter, it implies a lack of legitimacy, and legality may be called 

into question (Kihlstom, 2020).  

The law must be followed and must also match to an individualôs expectations, both in 

terms of fact and standards. When events go wrong, we can expect not only disappointments, 

but also revolts and confrontations, which might undermine our faith in the democratic 

system. As a result, understanding these challenges is critical in order to handle them 

appropriately (Beetham 2013). 

One of these challenges in the Netherlands, in example, was the upheaval that came 

from residents in Albergen towards rehoming 300 asylum seekers in the townôs local hotel 

(Boffey, 2022). This rehoming was necessary due to the overcrowding of an asylum seeker 

centre called ter Apel in 2022, which resulted in inhumane conditions for irregular migrants 

even resulting in an infantôs death. This occurrence was blamed on the housing shortage in the 

Netherlands in combination with the Dutch governmentôs downscaling its capacity to handle 

numbers of asylum seekers because of COVID-19 (Boffey, 2022). In short this resulted in a 

lack of legitimacy. 

Existing scholarship focuses mostly on two related conceptions of legitimacy 

(Beetham, 1991; Moravcsik, 2002; Weiler, 2012; Christiano, 2008; Kratochwil, 2006).  

Additionally, according to Weiler (2012), the European discourse surrounding legitimacy also 

surrounds these two principal concepts. 

 In the first place there is input legitimacy (Christiano, 2008; Kratochwil, 2006) or 

process legitimacy (Weiler, 2012), where authorities gain and maintain legitimacy through the 
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input or participation of individuals or groups, needed for the ensuring of fair and just 

outcomes via inclusive decision-making processes, equal political participation, and the 

protection of individual and group rights within a legitimate political system. In short this can 

be synonymized with democracy (Weiler, 2012). 

 Secondly there is output legitimacy (Moravcsik, 2002; Kratochwil, 2006) or result 

legitimacy (Weiler, 2012), that circles around the actual outcomes and results formed by the 

authority or political system. This is where the ability of the government to uphold the social 

contract is taxed on grounds of social welfare, economic prosperity, security, stability, and the 

satisfactions of citizensô needs and expectations. Should a system produce positive outcomes, 

then it seen as having output legitimacy. As Weiler quite accurately describes it... ñThere is no 

better way to legitimate a war than to win it.ò (Weiler, 2012, p. 828). 

Weber's (2008) definition of legitimacy highlights that power possesses several 

important features. Rational-legalistic reasons claim that something is legitimate because it 

follows accepted norms and regulations, but traditional justifications claim that legitimacy is 

dependent on the actor's alignment with constituent perceptions. Additionally charismatic 

motives (Duyvesteyn, 2017), indicate that subordinates perform behaviours that confirm 

authority because of set norms, such as obliging to rehoming 300 irregular migrants. 

According to David Beetham (Beetham, 1991, as cited in Duyvesteyn, 2017), a power 

relationship is legitimate not only because people believe in its legitimacy, but also because it 

can be justified based on their views. Both notions of legitimacy operate on a three-

dimensional continuum, adding complexity and making its measurement difficult 

(Duyvesteyn, 2017). Furthermore, the definition's ambiguity enables for any variance in 

legitimacy to be "explained away" by referring to context-specific belief systems (O'Kane, 

1993) (Duyvesteyn, 2017). Such is the case with the Dutch minister-president using the term 

ódaar heb ik geen actieve herinnering aan [Of that I have no active memory]ô , explaining 

away his responsibility for various Dutch political scandals (Kraak, 2022). 

All in all, when there is an institutional legitimacy present, there is also stability within 

a nation (World Bank, 2011). When a state does not adequately protect its constituents, 

defend them against corruption, or provide access to justice, when there is a bad job market, 

and there is a loss of social cohesion between communities the likelihood of conflict 

increases. This can be seen in the before mentioned case of ter-Apel, where the media finally 

put forward the issues within the Dutch migration system, but how could it have gotten this 

far?  
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As mentioned before there needs to be a reasoning as to why the political realm can 

legitimize their migration policies without having the welfare administration step in, as when 

they do so it is almost always too late. Surely there must have been cracks before the building 

collapsed. That is why this thesis proclaims that with a decreasing of political legitimacy there 

is an increasing of (b)ordering to be seen, which thickens borders and increases the coloniality 

that lies within them. 

Discourse 
The distinction between a wanted and unwanted migration is defined by the dominant 

language or culture. Thus, this lens on who is a allowed and who is a not is constructed within 

a societyôs walls of discourse (Demmers, 2012). Discourse is defined as the structural, 

unquestionable social reality. It is the persistent stories that have been so ingrained in society 

that they are always assumed to be real, even if the story is false or even just half accurate. 

(Demmers, 2012; Demmers, 2016; Blommaert, 2000). Therefore, a discourse creates a border 

that essentialises a symbolic or cultural boundary between the óus óand the óotherô within a 

nationôs dominant culture.  

Questions surrounding this topic go further than the dichotomy that a border separates 

one part form the other. A link can be made here with border studies, as the time that a border 

was seen as a simple line on a map is one long of the past (Rumford, 2006; van Houtum 

2021). The fact that we maintain the incorporation of these borders in our daily social life, 

gives away how deep global spatial dynamics run (van Houtum, 2021). As Rumford (2008) 

argued, border-work can take place at any spatial scale whether it be geopolitical or local in 

nature. Therefore, the discourse surrounding migration within a hosting country maintains the 

dogma of the centrum and periphery, or coloniality.  

The idea that irregular migrants cannot be absorbed into the society (Wimmer & 

Soehl, 2014) is an example of this notion. Another example is the metamorphosis of irregular 

migrant men of being óat riskô towards the frame of being óa riskô (Ghorashi, 2021). Resulting 

in the portrayal of male irregular migrants as violent and possible threats to society, which 

simultaneously eliminated an irregular migrantôs womanôs agency (Gray & Frank, 2019, in 

Ghorashi, 2021). 

Therefore it is within the intertwining notion of bordering practises within an 

borderscape, where the host country and various irregular migrants collide, that othering 

(Paasi, 2019) contributes to the formation of enemy images (Wecke, 1987) . Wecke (1987, 

146) operationalises an enemy as an individual or group that creates a serious threat to other 
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individuals and groups. In this terminology, threat is coined as a danger or as having a 

potential of inflicting suffering and damage upon other individuals, groups, or society.  

However, this presumed threat does not actually need to be there; the idea that it exists 

is sufficient to produce an enemy image, the conception of the other based on enmity. In this 

thesis, I would like to combine enemy thinking and how we view an irregular migrant. As 

both have the characteristic of being an immediate threat, and both are defined through the 

lens of discourse. 

To identify who is an irregular migrant, there is a power relation is at play, 

aséôPower consists in the ability to make others inhabit your story of their realityô 

(Gourevitch 1998, 48 in Demmers, 2016). Because words are the building components of a 

story, language influences the exercise of power. When the communal imagination accepts 

this narrative as truth, it becomes a discourse (Demmers, 2016). When people begin acting 

based on their "real" imagination, their actions have "real" repercussions (Schroder & 

Schmidt, 2001). 

Thus, potential violent effects begin with violent imaginaries (Schroder & Schmidt, 

2001). Violent imaginaries are violent fantasies that precede actual conflict. Narratives, 

performances, and icons help to perpetuate and frame these imaginaries. Therefor those that 

manage labelling or pinpointing irregular migrants have the power to make a group or 

collective into an enemy. Irregular migrants are then subsequently quickly dehumanized and 

made out to be monsters, creating a two-dimensional image (Mohamed, 2015).  

To make someone the enemy of a society, means that there must be a certain amount 

of fear present in a society. For it is fear of being hurt by others that makes them a threat 

(Wecke, 1987).  Yet this means that there has to be a distinction made, a choice as it were, 

between who is the wanted/ óusô and who is unwanted/ óotherô. It also means that there has to 

be a way to legitimize actions taken in acts of óselfô- defence, i.e., the EU pushbacks and 

imposing positive peace. This does therefore not only contain solely the structuralism that 

comes with the discursive thought, but also a view legitimacy of power itself.  

The Situation in the Netherlands 

The legality of border practices is a point of contention in the conflict between the 

rights to collective self-determination and national sovereignty, as well as the right to 

individual self-determination (Drewski & Gerhards, 2020). The idea behind national self-

determination is a communityôs right, a community that is proclaimed by its leaders or elite as 

a nation, to govern their own sovereign state (Bose, 2015). This sovereign state characterizes 

itself as having a strongly defined territory. When two or more communities claim the same 
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territory a persistent and adamant conflict, rooted in the ideological nature of disagreement, is 

created (Fearon & Laitin, 2000). 

At the EU level, this argument takes on a new degree of authority. Individual rights of 

forced migrants take precedence over national sovereignty under international refugee and 

human rights law; however, nations have the option to grant or deny asylum (Drewski & 

Gerhards, 2020).  

States use a variety of techniques to prevent admitting migrants, including 

reclassifying forced migrants as economic migrants in order to exempt them from 

international law (Drewski & Gerhards, 2020). To avoid governmental responsibility, they 

may also cite dangers to national security or inadequate resources. Policy-level approaches, 

such as "safe-third-country" agreements and illegal pushback operations, are used by 

countries to navigate the conflict between national sovereignty and international law (Drewski 

& Gerhards, 2020). These strategies highlight how states exploit ambiguities in immigration 

law (Drewski & Gerhards, 2020). One of these immigration laws is the 1990 Dublin 

Convention which went into effect in 1997 (Hurwitz, 1999). 

The Dublin treaties stated goal is to provide freedom of movement for people on the 

territory of signing European member states by eliminating internal border inspections 

(Hurwitz, 1999). The convention serves two purposes: first, it prevents the filing of 

simultaneous or consecutive asylum applications in member states by establishing criteria for 

determining the responsible state, and secondly, it ends the phenomenon of' órefugee in orbit' 

by requiring the responsible state to complete the asylum application examination (Hurwitz, 

1999). 

 The scope of the Convention's application, however, is limited to requests for 

recognition of refugee status under the 1951 Geneva Convention Pertaining to the Status of 

Refugees (Hurwitz, 1999). This means that those that flee conflict but do not possess 

citizenship pertaining to a nation-state, cannot make use of the status of refugee and signing 

states are not obliged to help (Chowdhury 2020). This has given the European countries, 

mostly the countries belonging to the EU, the legitimacy to keep moving irregular migrants 

around the continent, not wanting to lay claim on their mobile bodies. EU politicians have 

even made deals with almost every north African force to óstop the boatsô, no matter how 

rightist or nasty they are, paying handsomely to lock up potential irregular migrants (Malik 

2023). 

When it comes down to the Dutch case, the rise of right-wing movements in Europe, 

as well as political parties with anti-immigrant agendas, disseminated the notion that 
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immigrants from different cultures cannot be absorbed into society (Wimmer & Soehl, 2014). 

The increasing collection of research that has examined the impact of right -wing populist or 

anti-migrant framing in the media on the political views within a society, exhibit that these 

negative portrayals of immigrants may trigger negative implicit and explicit stereotyped 

conceptions of irregular migrants (Hameleers, 2019). 

Additionally, since the turn of the century, there has been an evident increase in the 

harsh othering language surrounding irregular migrants from Islamic countries, which can be 

attributed to 9/11 and the occurrence of accompanying violence in different European cities 

(Ghorashi, 2021). As mentioned before this has turned irregular migrant men into óa riskô 

category which is turn has erased the agency of irregular migrant woman due to the dominant 

Dutch discourse, that portrays them as weak, lacking quality, and non-emancipated (Ghorashi, 

2021). 

As a result, as argued by Montrieuil and Bourhis (2001), and Fozdar and Torezani 

(2008), it is probable that Dutch residents have a negative attitude towards refugees due to 

expectation of differences, perceived cultural distance, and religious prejudice. The 

unfortunate result is that Dutch natives could hinder the efforts of irregular migrants to begin 

interaction, contributing to poor adjustment within the migration context (ķafak-Ayvazoglu et 

al., 2020).  

On the political side of the spectrum the immigration debate centres around issues 

such as, the number of immigrants allowed to enter the Netherlands and what ókindô of 

immigrants should be welcomed (for example, asylum seekers, labour migrants, and 

immigrants coming as part of family reunion programs) (van Heerden et al. 2014). 

Consequently, immigrants are primarily considered in the integration discussion based on 

their ethnic and/or religious identity rather than their volume (van Heerden et al. 2014). 

Negative images like these overshadow the positive depictions of irregular migrants 

that are successful language learners and integrators on social media, resulting in a situation in 

which the more repressive tone within the Dutch discourse informed policy changes and 

increased pressure on newcomers to learn the language and integrate (Eijberts & Ghora-shi, 

2017, in Pozzo & Nerghes, 2020). 

Thus, debordering of the nation-states within the EUropean borderscape, has made the 

metaphorical brick-walls that used to create its various nation-states borders, even higher for 

irregular migrants. Not only have they become higher, but the pushback that they create 

resembles that of a pinball machine. Where the mobile body is the ball, bouncing from one 

wall to the next.  Due to the anti-immigrant agendas, irregular migrants are created to be two 
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dimensional images which is considered a threat, and the human behind the frame gets erased. 

This creates even more trauma on one end of the spectrum and strengthens the discourse 

within the Dutch society. 

The Third- Culture 
When it comes to irregular migrant children, according to Alba (2005), boundary processes 

differ depending on whether the boundary is bright or hazy. The nature of the barrier indicates 

the social gap that exists between groups. The distinctions are clear in the case of bright 

boundaries, and there is no doubt as to which side of the barrier individuals belong (Alba, 

2005 in ķafak-Ayvazoglu et al., 2020).  

A bright border can be seen between constituents of a host country, and those that 

make plea for asylum. This is also the dichotomy that we have stumbled upon throughout this 

entire thesis and the system on which the world is run on the visible side of the abyssal line 

(Santos, 2007). This boundary or (b)order is bright and harsh when it comes down to the 

boundaries set up systemically and historically via colonialism, such is the case with the 

dichotomy found in wanted/unwanted migration and as a reaction the division made between 

privileged TCKs and Irregular migrant TCKs. The fact of the matter is that individuals that 

are driven to leave one group to join another, results in charges of betrayal in the original 

group and fear of rejection in the subsequent group, which discriminates (ķafak-Ayvazoglu et 

al., 2020).  

Due to ówantedô and óunwantedô migration people get grouped together due to their 

reasons for entering a nation. Where expat children are seen and widely accepted as people 

that have an openness towards different cultures, possess a cross-cultural sensitivity and a 

comfort towards diversity (Lambiri, 2005, in Melles & Schwartz, 2012). There traits are often 

overlooked when it comes to young irregular migrants.  

Pollock and Van Reken (2017) defined a Third- Culture Kid (TCK) as a person who 

has spent a major portion of their developing years outside of their parents' culture; here, the 

third culture is portrayed as a worldwide, placeless culture (Cranston, 2017). As a result, these 

youngsters have a sense of belonging to all these cultures but no ownership over any of them 

(Fechter & Korpela, 2016).  

In theory, this means that these children do not adhere to the traditional imagined 

bounds that the world has imprinted on paper. This would also imply that their third culture 

transcends these limits, with no remaining (b)ordering in the classical sense, but rather the 

creation of a multicultural milieu with a separate set of norms. Resulting in, unlike Benedict 
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Anderson (1981) described, an imagined society transcending nationalism and rejecting the 

traditional vision of a nation, as it is neither has a territory or sovereignty.  

These created hazy borders are those that are more applicable in day-to-day life, where 

one human interacts with another without the need for institutions. Here the location of the 

boundary and the distinctions to qualify become less evident. Individuals with blurred 

boundaries can retain cultural traits while assimilating into a new community (ķafak-

Ayvazoglu et al., 2020). In short this means that these kids are travelling borderscapes 

(Mignolo 2000) that mingle and learn all the while blurring the traditional (b)orders created 

around them. 

When we look at postcolonial and decolonial descriptions of a border, we can see it as 

a blurred one, a grassroot or bottom-up vision, as a place of popular nationalism or a place of 

becoming (Mingolo, 2000; Anzaldua, 1987). It transforms into a landscape where individuals 

connect, intertwine, and learn from one another. This terrain deviates from the conventional 

maps and photographs that have been developed methodically. Rather, it is a space that is 

constantly shaped and stretched by a person and the wide relationships they choose to make 

and sustain. Legitimate in terms of the individual rather than that of a state. 

Inserting this idea towards the broader seem within this thesis, young irregular 

migrants leave their homes (or ófirst cultureô) due to conflict induced social trauma and are 

forced into an already existing group (or óhost cultureô) that has its own set of political and 

social rules which legitimise coloniality due to the discourse that is prevalent within that 

group. Due to the coloniality of categorising who is allowed entrance and who is not within 

the host culture, another group (or óthirdô culture) is formed away from the dominant 

culture/group, pushed together in facilities where they meet and form relations.  

Understandably, because of the vast cultural backgrounds and different perspectives 

on life within the third group one would expect various challenges. As a borderscape is a site 

of learning as much as it is a site of conflict. That being said being placed together by a host 

nation creates an understanding that experiencing conflict and the flight thereafter is a 

common denominator. Giving leeway to the formation of cross-cultural relationships, that 

blur the traditional (b)orders and create an imagined community, on the basis of imagined 

shared lived experience, that is not bound territorially and does not possess a sovereign 

power. 

Making irregular migrant children those that not only transcend borders, but also those 

that are the victims of coloniality. The system namely targets them as unwanted migrants due 

to the legitimacy that is given to the political atmosphere in a nation and the EU. The only 
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thing that makes them different from wat Pollock and Van Reken (2017) would have 

considered TCKôs is that they have endured and experienced trauma and that they are 

categorised in the worlds blind spot, behind the abyssal line (Santos, 2007).  

Methods and techniques  

The Set-up  
The function of social science research is to explain social phenomena (Atkinson, 2017). The 

majority of forms of knowledge are situated (Gobo, 2008). They emerge from specific people, 

for specific purposes, in a specific historical period whose characteristics they reflect, 

including stereotypes and prejudices. As a result, ethnography is not immune to this 

inclination. Hence, this research was conducted in a qualitative multi-method manner 

collecting data mainly from interviews, H-diagrams, social maps, and participatory 

observations.  

The literature research forms the base line. The target population are young irregular 

migrants that have fled conflict and war. Those observed mainly originated out of Turkey, 

Syria, Ukraine, Iraq, Somalia, Eritrea, Russia, and Afghanistan and attended the ISK 

(internationale schakel klas, international transition class).  

The ISK is a school that helps irregular migrant children learn Dutch and Maths so 

that they can roll into regular schooling after a period of two years. The compulsory education 

laws in the Netherlands enable irregular migrants kids that are awaiting an answer on their 

asylum application and those that have already attained the status of recognized refugee to 

attend this same educational space. 

The respondents of the H-diagram and those observed were between 12 - 18 years of 

age, as adolescents are at greater risk of experiencing trauma than adults or infants (Nooner, et 

al., 2012), the ethical choice was made not to interview them directly. I was never trained as a 

psychologist and therefore do not have the tools to understand or take care of the trauma 

response that could appear through questioning.  

Finding the professional respondents for this thesis was done via the snowballing 

method, whereby one uses one respondentôs contacts to find other respondents (Gobo, 2008). 

The first respondent was found within my circle of friends, who graciously let me meet her 

job contacts. Via this snowballing method I got into contact with my respondents through 

emails and telephone calls, once receiving their contact information from the previous. 

Because all the respondents were Dutch, the interviews were conducted in this language as 

well. This to account for the language barrier that could otherwise arise. The interview guide 
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was also translated into Dutch as some of the respondents requested a copy in advance of our 

meeting. 

The analysis, coding and writing of this research was, as one has probably already 

guessed, done in English. Therefore, the quotations that are taken out of the interviews to 

support the analysis will be translated, this translation was done with the help of chatgpt. The 

primary language will be on display as well, so to make the choice of words for the translation 

visible.  

Furthermore, seeing as two of the respondents wished to remain anonymous, 

synonyms or job titles were used to keep the researcher-respondent confidentiality. Job 

descriptions will be used to understand out of which section of respondents the information 

was obtained. This is also the reason I cannot add the transcriptions to the appendix, I will 

however add the H-diagrams and the social maps that were made. 

Semi-structured interviews 
Qualitative research uses various interviewing methods, such as open, unstructured, semi-

structured, or in-depth interviews (Evers & de Boer 2013, 31). Semi-structured interviews 

were chosen, because they support the flow of the conversation low more easily and assist in 

keeping track of what I wanted to know. Semi-structured interviews, like structured 

interviews, begin with a set of questions, but narration or conversation that leads to new lines 

of inquiry is valued and encouraged (Campbell & Jassiter, 2015).  

These interviews were held with a mental health specialist, as well as the municipal 

health service, teachers at the ISK and municipal civil servants, zooming in on their 

perspective of the formation of a peer-relationships surrounding trauma and migration. All the 

respondents were asked if the interview could be recorded and where this was allowed this 

was done with my mobile phone. 

 The reason why ethically, I opted out of interviewing young irregular migrants 

concerning their journey and time in an irregular migrant hosting facility and their social 

contacts within that network, was because I was warned by mental health specialists that 

doing such interviews might cause harm or bring up emotions.  

However, I did manage to incorporate an H-diagram with two statements; ñFriends are 

importantò and ñStaying friends is easyò. These were filled out by kids at the ISK, during my 

participating observation. Only the kids that wanted to cooperate with this research and help 

me out filled them in. Before, during and after the interviewôs notes, impressions and general 

findings will be drafted down in either field notes or memos (Clifford, French, Cope, & 

GIllespie, 2016).  



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

33 
 

The data that was collected was transcribed and these interviews were put into AtlasTi. 

Thereafter the codes were made and given.  This analysis could then be either a narrative 

analysis or a discourse analysis (Gobo, 2008) 

Participatory Research/ Participant Observation 
Where possible participants were asked if they were willing to engage in participatory 

research (Beazley & Ennew, 2006). The focus of participatory research is on creating 

knowledge from the perspective of those being studied, rather than from the researcher's 

perspective. Engagement was encouraged by using social mapping and H-diagrams. 

Transcription/ coding was done of the various small talks held and interviews made, field 

notes were be kept structurally and matrixes were made (Gobo, 2008).  In the end 9 H-

diagrams were filled out by irregular migrant kids, two social maps were drawn by their 

teachers and four professionals also filled out a H-diagram. 

To analyse there was a thematic analysis and field note analysis. Field notes are 

'passages,' or actions in which "the flow of action and discourse has been interrupted, ended 

up turning to writing" (Clifford, 1990 in Gobo, 2008). Thus, a documentation of impressions, 

conversations and reflection on daily field notes will be accounted for (Campbell & Jassitor, 

2015). Here the participant observation also comes into play. Therefore, my own observation 

in the field, was turned textual and used as textual data that can be analysed. Furthermore, the 

mapping will be coded and analysed and used to make the results visible. All observations 

were done at the ISK in the Zutphen municipality, which is located within the province of 

Gelderland in the Netherlands 

Research Process 
After the approval of the initial proposal, the literature research was enlarged. The initial 

stages of the research were cumbersome to say the least. This was due to the vast information 

that was gathered, when waiting for respondents to reply. As a result, the subject of my thesis 

got a bit lost at times. It was not until I found the terminology surrounding TCKôs and the 

means to connect that to my research that puzzle pieces started falling into place.  

 Furthermore, due to the decision not to take up an internship, I had to make do with 

the connections I already had within the immigration field to start my research and find 

respondents. During this period the search for a suitable observation location and respondents 

was continued. The reason for not taking up an internship is that I found the research topic to 

be a precarious one and had the feeling that if I were to start an internship the subject would 

be moulded into one that would not resemble what I had in mind. Additionally, I was scared 

that it could taint the outcome of the research, whereas now there is a more holistic view of 



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

34 
 

the current situation. I, nonetheless, did want to have a place where I could do my 

participatory observation. 

This was found when, during one of the interviews, the ISK was mentioned. When I 

heard of the organisation and their purpose, I could not think of a better place to fulfil my 

participatory observations. So, I kept on snowballing until I found someone who had a contact 

in her network that she could share with me. Once I completed that interview, I asked if others 

would be willing to help me, and to my absolute delight a teacher even said that I could come 

and observe her class. After this class I was also allowed to observe another one. 

All the while I also kept on mailing and phoning optional other professional 

respondents in the hope, they would work with me. Within the emails I sent out I included my 

thesis proposal along with a small summery of my research and its purpose that I had written 

in Dutch.  

The professional respondents I managed to find work for the municipality, the 

municipal health service, the ISK, and a migrant hosting facility. This reason that this research 

was done in the Netherlands was because access to data and connections were thought to be 

easier to obtain. The interviews that were conducted at the municipal health service were the 

only ones not to be recorded, as one of the respondents did not want that and the other, I 

forgot to ask the question.  

 After contacting the ISK and the professionals, the literature research was further 

extended, data was collected in the field by participatory observation and semi structured 

interviews. This took a minimal of four to five months, after which an additional three months 

were needed for data analysis and thesis writing. The process took a little longer than planned 

due to my own health reasons, however I am happy to have made it here and finished this 

piece of work that stands close to my heart. 

Findings  
When discussing how irregular migrant minors create their social canopies, looking at the 

start of their journey in the Netherlands, the observed irregular migrant youths óhostô culture, 

is one that cannot be skipped. This is essential in answering the main question:  

How does experiencing and fleeing a conflict contribute to the formation peer-relationships 

between young irregular migrants in the Netherlands? 

After looking at the process of arrival and integration, the sub questions will 

subsequently be answered to give leeway to the formulation of the main conclusion of this 

thesis.  
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Arrival and Procedure  
According to the interviews that were completed, these irregular migrant kids first 

come into this country via Schiphol, the national airport, or Ter Apel, one of the largest 

asylum seekers centrums in the Netherlands. The latter is where every irregular migrant that 

seeks asylum has to sign in and formally request safe haven.  

It is here at Ter Apel where documents are screened, and an age check is executed. 

When a conclusion has been reached that the person being screened is underage, they get 

forwarded to a pre-pol facility for minors, a process reception location, which can either be at 

Ter Apel or elsewhere in the country. Here they await the outcome of their asylum process 

application, which the IND (Integration and naturalization service) conducts. This means that 

the Dublin treaty is also checked by the IND. 

The Dublin treaty is as an interviewee described:  

 

ñdan hebben Mensen vaak al vingerafdrukken afgegeven in een ander Europees land. Die 

hebben met elkaar en de Shengenlanden afspraken gemaakt dat zodra iemand 

vingerafdrukken ergens anders afgeeft. Gedwongen al dan niet, dan doet hij daarmee ook een 

asielaanvraag in dat land. Dus er zijn heel veel mensen die bijvoorbeeld dan op Lampedusa 

aankomen of in Griekenland aankomen en daar eigenlijk al worden geregistreerd door de 

autoriteiten. Vervolgens doorreizen, maar zodra ze hier in Nederland in Ter Apel asiel 

aanvragen. Dan worden ook hun vingerafdrukken afgenomen en die worden in Eurodac 

gezet, het Europese systeem voor de registratie van vreemdelingen. En als daar een match 

komt met dus bijvoorbeeld Lampedusa of Griekenland. Dan gaat de IND contact leggen met 

de Autoriteit van het land om ervoor te zorgen dat zij die asielzoeker weer terugnemen omdat 

dat land verantwoordelijk is voor de asielaanvraag.ò [That is when people have already 

provided fingerprints in another European country. These countries have made agreements 

with eachother and those belonging to the Shengen countries that as soon as someone has 

submitted their fingerprints, whether forced or not, they also have to submit an asylum 

application in the country. So there are many people who, for example, arrive in 

Lampedusa or Greece and are registered by the authorities there. Then they continue their 

journey, but as soon as they apply for asylum in the Netherlands, in Ter Apel, their 

fingerprints are also taken and entered into Eurodac. Eurodac is the European system for 

the registration of foreigners. And if there is a match with, for example Lamperdusa of 

Greece, the IND (Immigration and naturaI ization service) will contact the authority of that 
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country to ensure that they take back the asylum seeker because that country is responsible 

for the asylum application.]- Professional Respondent Migrant Hosting (2) 

 

If the Dublin procedure is flagged then the integration process will not begin and the irregular 

migrant will be returned to the country they first gave their fingerprints to. Seem simple 

enough, right? 

 However getting to this stage takes a while, so the irregular migrants minors often 

have to stay stay at their pre-pol locations for prolongued periods. If, and when, this 

procedure has been completed by the IND the irregular migrant gets the status of statushouder 

or recognised refugee. When granted this label the irregular migrant in question is compulsory 

to the integration trajectory. This trajectory however only starts when the COA, the central 

agency for the reception of asylm seekers, has matched a irregular migrant to a municipality.  

 This is the part where the municipality accredits irregular migrants homes. Although,  

according to a employee working for the municipality, they do not have to assigne housing...  

 

ñémaar wel verplicht om jou de taakstelling te halen en de taakstelling dat dat zijn de 

statushouders die we elk half jaar moeten opnemen. Dus elk half jaar krijg je een opdracht 

voor bijvoorbeeld uit het rijk van zoveel mensen moeten jullie opvangen. Je hoeft ze niet 

verplicht voorrang te geven voor woning, maar anders kan je je taakstelling niet halen.[é 

But you are obliged to meet the quota, and the quota refers to the number of recognised 

refugees that we have to accept every six months. So every six months, you receive an 

assignment, for example, from the government that you have to accommodate a certain 

number of people. Though you are not obligated to give them priority housing, you have to, 

because otherwise you cannot meet your quota.]ò. - Municipality policy officer (1) 

 

 Yet, as one already read in the theoretical framework the Netherlands is dealing with a 

housing shortage (Boffey, 2022), this puts strain on the procedure and society. After an 

irregular migrant is given their housing the 3 year term period of integration starts and the 

irregular migrant and the municipality have the span of 10 weeks to start the take-in. This 

consists out of  a liveability test, to see what the best plan of appraoch will be, and a PIP, 

personal integration and participation plan, is made. This PIP is where the education trajectory 

is discussed and planned, it is without question that this differs per person. When someone is 

illiterate, for example, they can register for a western alphabet training, which in turn could 

grant them extra time outside of the obligatory 3 years.  
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 However minors that come to the Netherlands alone do not follow the same route as 

adults do. These kids first and foremost get assigned a guardian, registered to the organisation 

named NIDOS, and an attorney after which they are either placed in hosting families, if they 

are very young, or they are placed in assisted living accomodations along with other irregular 

migrant minors, this is their pre-pol location. As a result of having few places to 

accommodate irregular migrants minores, those that are 17,5 years of age are being registered 

as 18 years olds. Meaning they are prematurely declared adults and housed in adult pre-pol 

locations. This upscaling of age, is also being done so that there are more housing options for 

the irregular migrant youth that come into the Netherlands alone. The hosting facility that I 

went to was also such a location. 

 Unfortunately as there are more irregular migrant minors than the system Dutch can 

handle that are in need of assisted living accomodations. Because of the scale emergency 

housing locations are realised. For these teenagers, under the age of 18, locations are found 

that can house them for a few months, the things that the COVID-19 pandemic downscaling 

(Boffey, 2022) can do.These locations are for example hotels or campings that allow the 

housing of these kids during the off-season. However, as a result, these kids have to move 

again once the summer season begins, and the ones overseeing this project have to find 

another location to stall them. 

 Due to compulsory education laws in the Netherland kids that have the age of 

highschoolers, from the ages of 12-18, get sent to an ISK, where they get 2 years to make use 

of this educational system, which helps them learn the dutch language and maths, but also 

provides gymclass and drama lessons. The idea behind it, is that these kids could enrol into 

the regular dutch highschool system after these two years, or if they are older, into one of the 

higher dutch educational systems. These two years start the moment you are placed into a pre-

pol location, which therefore does not neccesarily mean that you have a permit to residency.  

 The ISK is a place where kids, under the age of 18, that are pre-pol and those that 

already have a rescognized refugee status meet. Making it the ideal location for conducting 

research for this thesis. As already stated within the method section. This location is a place 

where positive peer and teacher relationships could be formed which is beneficial to their 

social emotional development and competence (Sullivan & Simonson, 2016), decreasing 

sadness and increasing selfsufficiency (Kia, Keating & Ellis, 2007). However, because these 

two separate groups are placed together, this also means that kids that do not pass the Dublin 

precedent, get to enjoy a few months of dutch education to only be placed back to a country, 

where their fingerprints are registered. Additionally, due to the long waiting lists at the IND, 
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this also means that some enjoy this educational system for a bit longer, in all the different 

pre-pol locations they are placed. 

 The chaos that is the Dutch immigration system is due to the extreme waitinglists at 

the IND. This has means that the irregular mirgants have to wait up to 12 to 15 months, 

according to the professionals, to find out if they even qualify for asylum. It is after this 

timeperiod that they get an invite for an intial hearing with IND, where they have to disclose 

their whole journey, their age, there reason for fleeing and who their family is. After this there 

is also a secondery audit, where the irregular migrant minor has to lay bare their entire 

journey once again. When there is doubt surrounding their age, these children have to undergo 

an age assessment analysis via means of an x-ray made of the shoulders and wrists (Essakkili 

et al, 2007; IGJ, 2020; IND, 2023). All for attaining the label of recognized refugee.   

 Understandibly this leads to a lot of frustration for the people surrounding these young 

irregular migrants, and for these irregular migrants aswell. One of the consequences of these 

long waiting lists is that irregular migrants run away from their pre-pol locations and go back 

to Ter Apel in the hopes of reregistering. The respondent at a irregular migrant hosting facility 

said that wish they could, but they simply cannot even answer the question of how long its 

going to take. Sadly the situation within the Dutch immigration system is a long process, and 

therefore does not reduce the duration of uncertinty and insecurity that causes distress in 

children (Fazel et al., 2012).  

 Another consequence of these long waiting lists is that kids, that turn eighteen in the 

Netherlands and are not recognised refugees, get treated as full blown adults within Dutch 

immigration policies. According to the educational psychologist at the ISK, this also means 

that these kids no longer have acces to the educational system, as when you are 18 you are no 

longer aquired to attend school according to the Dutch law. Moreover, these kids are not 

allowed to work and are no longer automatically entitled to certain healthcare benefits or 

services i.e., dental treatment is only provided in cases of emergency or acute situations, and 

the routine checkups or non-urgent procedures may need to be paid by the irregular migrants 

themselves. This would be fine if the procedure only took three months, however as 

mentioned before this can take up to a year to even start. All this time these kids, for what 

difference is there between being seventeen or eighteen years of age, are left in a state of 

uncertinty, not knowing if they will be allowed to stay, or have to up and leave the next day. 

 During my field research I came across a case of sudden rehoming at the ISK. A 

teacher told the teacher whose class I was observing (Class 2), that a boy in her class was to 

leave to Austria in the next few days, which came as quite a shock. As she said to me: óKijk zo 
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kan het nou gaan, ik heb vorige week woensdag nog een óouderavondômet zijn voogd gedaaan 

en die wist er toen niets vanaf. Dus kennelijk hebben ze dit over het weekend heen besloten. [ 

See, this is how it can go, just last Wednesday I had a óparent-teacherôevening with his 

guardian, and at the time his guardian didnôt know anything about this. So apparently this 

was decided over the weekend]ô. 

 Therefore the trickeldown effect, caused by the long waiting lists at the IND , is that 

the rest of the organisationals chains that surround and help irregular migrants cannot handel 

the load they have been dealt. This makes doing ones job properly a hard task to manage, 

though they try their best. 

 Additionally the long waiting lists at the IND make the enviroment unstable for 

irregular migrants minors, as they cannot predict what their future hold. A year is more than 

enough to set up shop and find friends. The shir amount of irregular migrants coming into the 

country, after the COVID-19 scaledown (Boffey, 2022), stirred up a lot of chaos down the 

line as is explained in the following quote: 

 

ñNee, nee, want dat maakt allemaal niks uit de overheid bepaalt. Ik heb daar..ik weet 

toevallig het van Maastricht, daar gingen ze van 12 klassen naar 30 klassen in één week. Het 

is maar even dat je dat dan moet regelen met 30 klassen in een gebouw of twee of 3 gebouwen 

erbij. Dus dat betekent ook weer dat daar frictie komt. Zo werkt, dat vind ik, niet. Je wilt van 

elkaar ontdekken wie.. ja wat heb je aan elkaar en wie is wie?[ No..No.. because that doesnôt 

matter at all; the government decides. I happen to know about what happened in 

Maastricht, there they went from 12 classes to 30 in one week. Imagine having to arrange 

those 30 classes in one building or two or three additional buildings. So that means there 

will be friction. Thatôs not how it should be in my opinion. You want to discover each other 

and know what you have to offer.. and who is who]ò ï Maths Teacher ISK 

 

 Though as one can read the idea of the asylum network in the Netherlands is 

theoretically one that could work, in all practicality it does not. There are more irregular 

immigrants than the organisations that facilitate them can handle, and as a result these 

irregular migrants have to contstantly be on the move. This, eventhough stabilisation would 

be best for everyone especially for young irregular migrants that came alone, causes even 

more trauma and destabilisation. 
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 These young irregular migrants are in need of stability in terms of a place to live, as 

well as a stable care network that can be set up around them. This is needed so that these kids 

kan finally have a peacefull landscape surrounding them and people who truly want to care 

for them, after their hazardous journeys. They need to have their needs met. 

 

ñEchte basisdingen kijken of ze of ze gezond eten, met hun samen afspreken hoe gaan we? 

Hoe gaan we ervoor zorgen dat de unit elke dag schoon is en schoonmaakrooster maken en 

erop aanspreken? Ja, weet je, er komt van alles voor ik ik, ik zei het gister nog tegen (X) van 

Goh, Het is echt veel meer werk dan ik dacht, wel heel erg leuk, Maar het is meer werk dan ik 

dacht, want ze vragen echt veel, ja, en Ik ben zelf 42. Ik heb ook een kind van 17 en ineens 

dacht ik, hier mag ik gewoon echt hun moeders zijn eigenlijk gewoon letterlijk en dan ineens 

denk je, oh ja, Er is eigenlijk toch veel meer nodig dan je dan je denkt ja. [Real basic things, 

checking if they eat healthily, and making plans together about how are we going to do 

that? How are we going to ensure that the unit is clean every day and create a cleaning 

schedule to address it? Yeah, you know, there's all sorts of things happening before I, I, I 

said it to (X) just yesterday like, 'Wow, it's really a lot more work than I thought, but it's 

really fun. But it's more work than I thought because they really ask a lot, yeah, and I 

myself am 42. I also have a 17-year-old child, and suddenly I thought, here I can actually 

be their mothers, literally, and then suddenly you think, oh yeah, there's actually a lot more 

needed than you think, yeah.] ï Member irregular migrant hosting facility (1) 

 

Question 1: How are peer-relationships important to young irregular migrants? 
According to the reactions received on the H-diagrams that I laid before the eyes of 

participating irregular migrant children the positive side of making friends was that friends 

formed a support system around them. The answers ranged from; the importance of a friendôs 

ability to keep a secret, their ability support you when you are sad, how they help fight 

loneliness, their capacity to make you happy and that they sometimes can feel like brother of 

sister to you.  

However, the other side of that same dime, and the reasons given as to why 

friendships are not that important are mostly surrounding the concepts trust and privacy. 

Thereby giving reason to believe that one of the most fundamental functions of friendships for 

young irregular migrants is if they are trustworthy enough. Though I did not ethically see it 

proper to talk with these children through in-depth interviews, one could link this mistrust to 

social trauma they experienced during the conflict they endured and the escape from it. This 
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correlates with Peltonen et al. (2010) findings that conflict can create a suspicious climate 

within peer-relationships. This was additionally enforced by a member of the irregular 

migrant hosting facility, saying that sometimes there is conflict due to the traumatic 

experiences these kids have had along the way. 

When looking at the H-diagrams the professionals made there seems to be an 

understanding that friendships are of great importance to irregular migrant children. However, 

the negatives centre around individual trauma and negative group behaviour. One of the 

respondents stated that conflicts often arise due to the traumatic experiences of the past and 

that friendships lose their meaning because the kids have to uproot and move to another place. 

Furthermore, another reason as to why friendships could be seen as detrimental can be read in 

the following quote:  

Not only do friends have a positive impact on a childôs life, but they can also lead 

towards bad behaviour or the copying of behaviour due to peer pressure. This is due to the 

little allowance these kids get, according to one of the intervieweeôs, which is 65, 24 euro in 

total for one to two people (COA, 2023). This amount is intended for food and living costs, 

this amount could be lower when they receive meals at the location at which they are staying. 

There are also organizations that help with second-hand clothing or food provisions which the 

irregular immigrants can lay claim upon. However as one teacher mentioned, people have to 

want to make use of these initiatives and wear hand me downs, when someone else is wearing 

the newest stuff. 

 

ñé.en je moet het ook nog maar willen. Wil jij schoenen dragen die iemand anders al gehad 

heeft, of is jouw eer daar misschien ook toch iets te groot voor? dat kan ook. Of ga je toch 

maar even dat zakje wegbrengen, Omdat je dan weet. Als je het twee of 3 keer doet dat. Je 

van diegene gucci schoenen krijgt.[And you still have to want it aswell. Do you want to wear 

shoes that someone else has already worn, or is your pride perhaps to big for that? Thatôs 

possible too you know. Or are you still going to take that little bag out, because you know 

that if you do it two or three times, youôll get those Gucci shoes that you wanted]ò ï Maths 

Teacher ISK 

 

ñVerkeerde vrienden kan leiden tot verkeerd gedrag. [Wrong friends can lead to wrong 

behaviour]ò- Maths ISK Teacher  
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So, reactions that come out of a friend group that a child has, influence a teenager 

quite a lot. Research has shown that these adolescent peer interactions that impact delinquent 

conduct have an important prosocial function in educating adolescents to manage important 

activities and social relationships in adulthood (Allen, Nare, & Davis, 2019). 

Though this might seem very negative, there are also positive aspects according to the 

professionals. Peer-relationships can contribute to irregular migrant kids learning from each 

other by mirroring, combatting loneliness, stimulating socially acceptable behaviour, and 

teaching to accept each otherôs differences. Most importantly peer-relationships can create an 

environment for where it is okay to be a child again.  

 

 

Figure 3: H-diagram, Friends are Important. 

 

However, there is one aspect that has not been mentioned yet in the answer to this sub 

question, namely, the role that family has within a childôs life. 

 

[ñFriends are important, but I think family/ my household are more importantò] - H-diagram 

Student ISK, Figure 3 translation W -side 
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ñNou die .. we hadden een telefoongesprek met een van de.. met een van de jongens en die 

was erg overstuur omdat in het dorp waar hij woont daar, daar is iets voorgevallen. Volgens 

mij is het Turkse leger daar binnengevallen. Die hebben zijn broer meegenomen. En die is dus 

nu vermist en zijn neef is daarbij omgekomen en dat gebeurde allemaal ergens vorige week, 

dus hij was helemaal overstuur toen, dus waar wij bij waren, ging hij zijn moeder bellen.ò 

[óWell, we had a phone conversation with one of the boys, and he was very upset because 

something happened in the village where he lives. I think the Turkish army invaded there. 

They took his brother with them, so he is now missing, and his cousin was killed in the 

incident, which happened last week. So he was completely distraught, and while he was 

with us, he decided to call his motherô] ï Professional Respondent Migrant Hosting (1)  

 

 The professionals maintain that though peer-relationships are important, family is 

more important to young irregular migrants. Stating that when they have a family with them 

the children will almost never show signs of trauma, consequently these children are more 

resilient to atmospheric changes. This was something that came through very clearly in all the 

interviews. Children that did not come through with their parents or those that still had their 

parents in the country of origin, have a harder time adjusting to life than those that had their 

parents near. This is because these kids are still so caught up within their ongoing individual, 

as well as social trauma, that even psychological help cannot be of help to them at this 

moment in time as they are still in survival mode. There needs to be a stabilization within 

their physical and social reality, and that is why bringing their family to the Netherlands is top 

priority. Luckily family reunification is something that is at the forefront of policy when it 

comes to these children, as the professional respondents of the migrant hosting facility 

assured.  

ñVrienden zijn niet belangrijker of vervangers van ouders, want als ze aankomen is het eerste 

wat ze doen vragen naar hun ouders, om die te zoeken of bellené. Dat gaat natuurlijk 

[Friends are not more important or a replacement for parents, because the first thing they 

do upon arrival is ask about their parents, to search for them or call themé that is a 

natural process] ñ- GGD Nurse 

 However, those that enter the Netherlands on their own still do form peer-

relationships. This was seen in the conversation I had with the two proffessionals at the 

migrant hosting facility as they mentioned that there is a specail dynamic to be seen within the 

group of solo travelling irregular migrant youth. On the one hand they care for each other and 
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support each other, by buying groceries together, and on the other hand they have their own 

problems to deal with.  

 

ñNee, nee, dat al kom ik, maar ja, Dat is wel lastig om hun daar dan echt. En te gaan 

dwingen é[om gezond te eten]é, want ja, ze doen gewoon hun eigen boodschappen en dat 

doen ze wel met elkaar. Dat heb ik wel gemerkt. Ze hebben dan wel eens zoiets van... Oké, dat 

is denk ik efficiënter om dat gewoon samen te regelen. Dus dan is er vaak één iemand die de 

verantwoordelijkheid neemt. Dat is gewoon een hele verantwoordelijke jongen en die zegt 

Van oké, dit gaan we doen, we verzamelen even wat geld bij elkaar, dus dat doen ze ook dan 

allemaal gaan ze pinnen en dan gooien ze op een hoopje en dan gaat gaan er een of twee 

gaan boodschappen doen en dan halen ze met voor elkaar al al die boodschappen.[ No, no, 

even though I come, but yes, it's difficult to really enforce that on themé[ eating 

healthy]é because they do their own shopping and they do it together. I've noticed that. 

Sometimes they think it's more efficient to just handle it together. So there's often someone 

who takes responsibility. There's a very responsible guy who says, 'Okay, this is what we're 

going to do. Let's gather some money together,' so they all go to the ATM and put their 

money together, and then one or two of them go grocery shopping and they buy all the 

groceries for each other.]ò- Proffesional Respndent Migrant Hosting (1) 

 

 The answer to this sub question is thus a double-edged sword. Though peer-

relationships are very important for irregular migrant children, they can also be detrimental. 

The positive peer-relationships help kids feel safe and help them grow, this however is only 

where there is room for trust within these relationships. The negative peer-relationships could 

lead these kids astray. However, I would like to argue that this is the case for every child in 

every situation. It is the ability to be able to choose our friends that creates a social canopy for 

people to function.  

 This is in line with the theoretical debate surrounding child trauma and peer 

relationships, when stability is created peer-relationships have a positive impact on a child. 

Because peer-relationships in this thesis are categorised as a social connection made on the 

basis of the shared social marker that is social trauma, whereby this marker makes it able for 

children to transcend engraved traditional borderlines.  

 Positive peer-relationships are important to young irregular migrants because they 

create a trusting environment, a support system, combat loneliness, stimulate socially 
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acceptable behaviour, teach the acceptance of differences, and recreate a safe haven for 

childhood. 

During the observation period that I spent at the ISK, I noticed that children tended to 

navigate naturally towards each other in a classroom and helped each other out with learning 

Dutch. This correlates with the notion that school attendance is linked to a stronger sense of 

school belonging, a decreased sense of sadness and an increase of self-efficiency (Kia-

Keating & Ellis, 2007). 

I analyse this as a not only wanting to integrate and learn the Dutch language, but also as a 

need to communicate with each other to make and form a connection. A school makes it 

easier to communicate, via education, where the óhostô countryôs language becomes a bridge 

between cultures and language barriers.  

 Therefore peer-relationships are not only important for their personal wellbeing, they 

also help these kids assimilate to the óhostô country quicker and that is why peer-relationships 

are important to irregular migrant youth. 

Question 2: How do young irregular migrant minors manage their peer-

relationships? 

The current policies surrounding the Dutch immigration system make it hard for young 

children, especially those that came alone, to stay in one place. Not only do these policies 

cause harm, but also the current issues of not having enough people to tend to the stream of 

irregular migrants that are entering the Netherlands, make it hard to tend to everyones needs. 

The constant reopening of emergency locations means that children keep getting replaced 

half-yearly, making it so that a place of rest or a place where they can make long-lasting 

friendships is not one that can be found easily. 

óWat ik zie, is dat er te veel met die kinderen wordt gesleept. [ What I see, is that children 

are being dragged around too much]ô- Teacher ISK, Class 1 

Field Note Participating Observation, 29-11-2022, 9.04. 

 

The kids next to me, three girls sitting together, were conversing in Dutch. Trying to learn 

and being very helpful towards each other. In this case Dutch becomes a language bridge 

that crosses cultures 
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 The current situation in the Netherlands is one that met with concern and dissaproval 

by the vast majority of the proffessionals questioned. The constant relocating and the 

dirusption of childrens lives is seen as detrimental for their well-being and stability. As one 

child relayed within their H-diagram, staying friends is hard due to the idea that they could up 

and move the next day.  This child also mentioned being tired easily, which could be linked to 

the consequences of the journey they have had to endure, their individual and social trauma. 

 

 Wondering wether kids, when entering the country alone, could be replaced or 

rehomed with the friend groups that they make upon arrival. The question was asked towards 

the professionals if these kids, could be moved together when it was seen neccissary. One of 

the answers given, speaks volumes, namely; ñIk heb wel vaker gezegd dat ze bij elkaar 

moeten blijven voor sommigen maar daar wordt dan niets mee gedaan [I have often said that 

they should stay together for some of them (reffering to the irregular immigrant minors) 

but nothing is ever done with that recommendation ô ï GGD Nurse 

 This means that though professionals do see the importance of keeping children 

together once they have formed tight knit groups and they often try to advocate for the 

ñ[I am a refugee and that is why I cannot stay friends with people for the 

longterm. I could suddenly move to another city. I also find it hard to understand 

people] ò ï H-diagram Student ISK, Translation Figure 4, ᵃɑɐ -side 

 

Figure 4: H-diagram, staying friends is easy 
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importance of keeping them together, it is the system that does not take these suggestions 

seriously and that little is done with these recommendations. 

 When the teachers at the ISK where asked if there were particular groups that came in 

together most of them answered that they did not know if the adolescents were transferred 

together or individually. Though there was a group that apparently had been together in 

Amsterdam that had formed a collective.  

 

óNou ja nee, wat ik nu ..wat ik nu gezien heb, is dat er een aantal jongens die hebben dus al in 

Amsterdam samen gezeten.. zij zijn meer op elkaar gefocust dan op wat de docent voor de 

klas staat doet.[ Well yeah no, what I seeéor what I have seen, is that there is a few boys 

that know eachother from Amsterdam, those are more focused on eachother than on what 

the teacher in front of the class is doing]ô- Maths Teacher ISK 

 

 Looking at the H-diagrams that where made by the children, with the heading óstaying 

friends is easyô. The answers that said that it was not where those concering sudden rehoming 

and not being phisically near to these friends.  

 Yet the other answers that came back intrigued me even more, those where the 

sentences that described how friendships were not easy to maintain due to the changing of a 

perons pesonality due to things as money and cigarettes,  that a friend could tell others that 

you are a bad person, that you could have had a fight and because of fatigue. To these kids the 

explantion as to why maintaining these peer-relationships  was hard, was more linked to 

mistrust and personality changes and less towards physical distance. 
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Figure 5: H-diagram, Staying friends is easy. 

 

 So, staying friends is not only hard for young immigrant children because their 

situation is hard enough as it is. The overloaded system in the Netherlands makes it hard for 

these children to stay connected. Plus, the social trauma they have endured has left its marks 

and makes it harder for them to connect and easier for them to cast people away. Additionally, 

not knowing how for example the railway system works in the Netherlands and that you need 

to buy tickets, can lead to a distance even when your friends are in the same country.  

["Because everyone sometimes has arguments and everyone can be annoying at times. I 

used to have a friend in Turkey, and we were best friends, but then she did something 

that caused a disagreement between us. Now we are no longer friends. That's why I find 

it difficult to maintain friendships."]- H-diagram student ISK, Translation Figure 5,  W -

side 
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However, due to technology, kids can stay connected with each other and their 

families more easily as most of the observed children had a mobile phone. When they do want 

to see each other physically the difficulty of travelling through the óhostô nation, that has its 

own set of rules and regulations i.e., train tickets, becomes tangible. 

 

Figure 6: H-diagram, Staying friends is easy 

 

Question 3: How do young irregular migrants form their relationships and does 

trauma play a role? 
 

ñHet is dood, seks, of geweld. Maar dat hebben ze allemaal wel meegemaakt. Ze komen hier 

bijna allemaal uit een oorlogsgebied. Ze hebben allemaal, hebben ze een trauma, maar 

godzijdank zijn ze hier zo veerkrachtig. Ze hebben niet allemaal PTSS en het is zo fijn dat ze 

dan eerst op het ISK kunnen wennen aan Nederland en dat ze de taal kunnen leren en dat ze 

nog lotgenoten hebben..en weet je wat? Je merkt na twee tot drie jaar, dan zijn ze toe om 

eindelijk te vliegen, om eindelijk het nest te verlaten. Op een gegeven moment zijn ze, willen 

ze ook niet meer hier zijn, dan hebben ze iets van oké [I tôs death, sex, or violence. But they 

have all experienced that. Almost all of them come from a war zone. They all, all of them 

"They are very good friends. I am always with them. We don't spend a lot of time on our phones. We 

are always working, talking, and playing together." ð H-diagram Student ISK, Translation 

Figure 6, ү -side 
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have a trauma, but thankfully theyôre resillient. They donôt all have PTSD though, and its 

so nice they can adjust to the Netherlands at the ISK and learn the language and still have 

peers. And you know what? After two to three years, you can tell theyôre ready to spread 

their wings, to finally leave the nest. At that point, they donôt want to be here anymore, then 

they have a feeline like its óokayô]ò- Educational Psychologist ISK 

 

According to the professionals that were interviewed at the ISK, the probability is seen as 

high that all the children that have experienced conflict have a certain degree of trauma. Not 

to mention those that have travelled through Libya, where according to one interviewee all the 

girls that come through have been raped and all the young boys have been tortured, this is also 

one of the countries that the EU sends money to keep immigrants within Libyaôs borders (The 

Guardian, 2022). Though with all there is a consensus that trauma does not necessarily have 

to end up in having PTSD, there is an agreement in that trauma does define everyday life for 

irregular migrant children.  

Due to the constant moving these children do not get the adequate amount of resting 

time to heal from their trauma, making it harder for them to learn and integrate. The effect 

that the trauma has is having sleepless nights or no appetite, which results in children falling 

asleep at school, as they feel safe there. This also has the effect that other children do not 

disturb them and let them sleep at school, as they know what it is like to have night terrors. 

This has the result that there is a more serene atmosphere at school, and helps the teachers 

gain trust and understanding. According to the theoretical framework, this is the right kind of 

atmosphere within a school to lower depression and anxiety (Kia-Keating & Ellis, 2007). 



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

51 
 

 

Figure 7: H-diagram, Staying Friends is easy. 

 

Social trauma helps the kids understand eachother a little bit better, however there was 

a agreement in the interviews that language groups are the ones that actually spent time with 

each other. This due to the reasoning that conversing in your mother tongue makes it easier to 

communicate feelings. The other thing that was mentioned was that trauma is not a topic that 

kids generally discuss with one another. They would rather choose to be happy than discuss 

their past experiences.   

["Yes, staying friends is easy because if you trust each other and they trust you, then it's 

easy."] ï H-diagram Student ISK, Translation figure 7, ү -side 
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This indicated that these kids bond in accordance with the idea behind this thesis, upon 

an imagined shared lived experience, which blurrs harsh (b)order lines. Imagined because 

they do not share their experiences, but because they know they have had similar trajectories. 

The kids also enjoy each otherôs company even when teachers are not around. They 

talk amicably and play games. So even if there is a language barrier, these kids do enjoy the 

time they spend together. This is due, according to one professional, to having a shared 

experience. 

The professionals could not give a clear-cut reason if experiencing trauma could create 

deep friendships or peer-relationships, however it was said that trauma does help with 

recognizing each otherôs sadness. Making them understand as to why someone has had a bad 

nightôs sleep and enlarge empathy. 

 One of the professional respondents compared this to the situation to the Netherlands 

after the second world war, stating that sometimes talking about somethings is a no go, 

however you know that you have experienced the same, so you can recognise each otherôs 

misery. 

Though the shared experience can bring people together, it can also create conflict and 

strife. The question of conflict was also a major factor within the interviews, as the school had 

seen various fights that came along with the increased stream of children that attended. 

According to one teacher this was due to ófeeling each other outô or wanting to sit at the 

highest place upon the lionôs rock. However, another ascribed it to the lack of space and being 

overfull with students. There was also a third factor mentioned and this was the varying age 

differences that attended the school, claiming that if these students are separated then a more 

tranquil environment was created in the past. The large stream of irregular migrant youths 

made it hard for the school to handle the new arrivals and a large group of new arrivals also 

rearranges the borderscape that is the ISK. 

Fieldnote Participating Observation, 29-11-2022, 14.00. 

The boys stayed behind and started to play hangman, with Dutch words. The kids enjoyed 

this very much, however, there was a hierarchy to be distinguished, as one boy took on the 

role as óleader,ô in giving others a turn to speak, they listened and in return he helped them 

with words. I noticed that every kid drew the hangman differently. Some making it a house, 

while others did not draw him at all, others made the man more elaborate. Though 

everyone did try their best. 
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Those that caused the conflict however were a group of irregular migrants that entered 

the Netherlands on their own. These boys, of Syrian descent, also lived together at the hosting 

facility that I interviewed. Here they were also struggling with this matter and searching for a 

way to subdue the physical conflicts. These respondents thought it was due to the individual 

traumaôs they endured on their journeys. 

 

ñIn de pauzes zie je wel echt leerlingen die veel bij andere leerlingen zitten, kan ook een 

andere groep zijn. En met daté Ik heb meer de indruk dat het een beetje schoolvrienden zijn 

en niet buitenschool. Ik zeg al die meiden, die zitten hoofdzakelijk thuis, ja. [ During breaks, 

you do see students sitting together with other students, it could be a different group as well. 

And regarding that... I have the impression that they are more like school friends and not 

friends outside of school. I mean, all those girls, they mainly stay at home, yes.]ò ï Teacher 

ISK, Class 1  

 

So, the relationships are formed in class and their hosting facility, and the reason that 

trauma plays a role in the creation of these peer-relationships is that these kids get placed 

together simply because of the fact that they have endured individual-and social trauma in the 

first place. This is due to the coloniality present in irregular migrant migration and the policies 

that follow thereafter.  

Trauma also helps kids understand each otherôs mentality and heightens empathy, 

blurring the original bright borders and inducing the formation of relationships. Trauma 

therefore does play a role in the formation of friendships and peer-relationships for young 

irregular migrants as it can create bonding just as much as it can create strife. 

Question 4: Are there intercultural friendships and how are they formed? 
 

ñNou, wat ik? We hebben momenteel heel veel kinderen met de Syrische afkomst In het 

verleden ook heel veel kinderen met een Eritrese afkomst, Maar dat is het drastisch gedaald. 

We hebben nu voornamelijk kinderen uit Syrië, Irak en Afghanistan. Een aantal uit uit 

Eritrea. In de pauze zie je wel dat het iets mengt, Maar het is toch wel. Dat talen groepen 

elkaar opzoeken. Dat zijn vooral de talen groepen, want weet je, de communicatie is 

natuurlijk ook een probleem bij ons op school, hè? Dus Eritrese kinderen zijn liever onder de 

Eritrese kinderen. de Syrische jongens liever met de Syrische jongens de Arabisch sprekende 

meisjes wat mee met de Arabisch sprekendené. Maar wat me opvalt Als je dan even die 

taalbarrière loslaat, de kinderen met een Koerdische afkomst die gingen zich wel mengen met 
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de kinderen met een Arabische afkomst, want Syrië hè, je hebt al verschillende. Je hebt dan 

kinderen met een Arabische afkomst uit Syrië hebben kinderen met een Syrische of met een 

Koerdische achtergrondé. Dat mengt wel en dan zie je inderdaad ook dat grenzen niet 

maken, want een kind dat uit Irak komt en Koerdisch spreekté wil ook nog wel in contact 

gaan met een kind dat uit Syrië komt aan Koerdische bij dus. Het is voornamelijk de de 

taalbarrière wat ik zie. Ja en dat, ja weet je de ene keer mengt het wel met met elkaar, de 

andere keer mengt het weer niet met elkaar. Wat ik wel fijn vind is dat ze allemaal eerst hier 

op de ISK komen en eerst een veilige haven krijgen dat ze allemaal eerst hè dat ze met 

lotgenoten Samen kunnen komen dat ze niet hoeven te ervaren van oh, Ik ben de enige die hier 

nieuw is en die het allemaal niet weet. Nee, We zijn hier met zijn allen nieuw en we kunnen 

allemaal moeilijk en we hebben allemaal dezelfde shit meegemaakt. Een heleboel amv's 

hebben we hier alleenstaande minderjarige vreemdelingen. Sommige wel met een broer of 

neef of whatever, sommige echt helemaal alleen. Maar het is zo fijn omdat ze hier samen 

vriendschappen kunnen opbouwen, maar weet je wat ik aan de andere kant ook vind? Dan 

gunnen ze die vriendschappen niet, want ze worden van het van de kant ene als naar de 

andere gesleurd. Dus je kan helemaal niet bouwen, niet, dan heb je eindelijk iemand 

gevonden waarvan je denkt van Oh, eindelijk heb ik het vertrouwen in iemand, of Ik heb 

eindelijk een vriend gevonden waarbij ik denk van ja, je weet hoe ik me voel wat ik heb 

meegemaakt en een veilig of een docent, he?.[Well, what Iôve? Currently, we have a lot of 

children of Syrian descent. In the past, we also had many children of Eritrean descent, but 

that has drastically decreased. Now, we mainly have children from Syria, Iraq, and 

Afghanistan. Some are from Eritrea as well. During break time, you can see a bit of 

mingling, but there are still language groups that stick together. Especially the language 

groups, you know, communication is a challenge at our school, right? So Eritrean children 

prefer to be with other Eritrean children, Syrian boys prefer to be with other Syrian boys, 

and Arabic-speaking girls tend to be with other Arabic speakers... But what I notice is that 

if you set aside the language barrier, children with a Kurdish background do interact with 

children with an Arabic background, because Syria has different backgrounds. You have 

children with an Arabic background from Syria, children with a Syrian or Kurdish 

background... There is some mingling, and indeed, you can see that boundaries are not set 

because a child from Iraq who speaks Kurdish might also interact with a child from Syria 

who speaks Kurdish. It's mainly the language barrier that I see. Yes, sometimes they mix 

with each other, and other times they don't. What I do appreciate is that they all come here 

to the ISK  first and get a safe haven, where they can come together with peers so they don't 
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have to feel like, "Oh, I'm the only new person here who doesn't know anything." No, we 

are all new here, and we all face difficulties, and we have all been through the same shit. 

We have many unaccompanied minor foreigners (AMV) here. Some have a brother or 

cousin or whatever, some are truly alone. But it's nice because they can build friendships 

here, but you know what I also feel? They don't allow those friendships to develop because 

they keep getting moved from one place to another. So you can't really build, you finally 

find someone you can trust, or you finally find a friend who understands how you feel and 

what you've been through, and then, bam, they get taken away. So you can't build that 

trust, and it's hard to find a safe space or a teacher, you know?]ò- Educational Psychologist 

ISK 

 

 As mentioned in the quote above, there are cross-cultural friendschips aswell as 

multicultural ones. Though children to tend to navigate towards their language groups because 

communicating in a mother tongue is earsier to do. This does not mean that cross cultural 

relationships do not exist or are actively avoided within this borderscape. Language makes it 

easier for Kurdiq and Arabic speakers to connect, but this also means that these children are 

crossing cultural and national boundaries already blurring those traditional (b)orders. Another 

example is the friendship of an Eritrean and Kroatian Kid, whom were also in the first class I 

observed, that had formed a strong relationship. Furthermore when looking at the social maps 

that the teachers drew up, of how a classroom is divided by the kids, there is a clear mingeling 

to be seen between traditional/colonial boundaries. One of these social maps is figure 8, here 

we can see that hough kids do navigate towards others that speak the same language, they do 

cross those colonial boundaries, that are engraved intwo the maps of the world. 
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Yet within the circle traditional language groups and religious groups, according to the 

respondents,  there is an understanding that they can say what they want to uphold the norms 

of their origional óhomeô cultures (b)order. This pertains, for example, to if a girl does not 

wear hijab and is a muslim, kids will talk to her and ask her why she chooses to dress that 

way. However when it comes to those outside that circle, (b)orders are blurred once again and 

it does not matter what they wear and a horizon of intermingeling borderscapes is formed.  

 I interprate that as the upholding of the óhomeô countries normes and values, when it 

comes down to oneôs own cultural and cultural beliefs which are still (b)ordered , however 

due to the blurring of lines and the flight to the óhostô country and being grouped together 

because of this country the acceptance of others becomes easier in borderscapes such as the 

ISK and a óthird cultureô is created. 

Question 5: What effect do institutions have on the cultivation of these peer-relationships? 

ñEn ja, en Ik vind sowieso voor de kinderen is het niet goed om alleen maar thuis te blijven en 

sommige kinderen niet allemaal, maar als je op het AZC zit, dan heb je kennelijk nog wel wat 

contacten, maar zit je met alleen met je familie en heb je geen contacten met Nederlandse 

Figure 8: Social map of classroom drawn by a teacher of the ISK 
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gezinnen buiten, dan zit je thuis. Ja..ik.. Ik vind dat niet goed voor kinderen?[ Yes, and I 

believe that itôs not good for children to just stay at home. Some children, not all of them, 

but if youôre at the asylum center, you still have some contacts, but youôre just with your 

family and you donôt have any connections with Dutch families outside, then youôre stuck 

at home. Yes... I... I donôt think thatôs good for children]ò ï Teacher ISK, Class 2 

 

As we have read before, the effect of the Dutch immigration systems institutions on the 

cultivation of peer-relationships for these youths is detrimental. Many of the professionals 

agreed that if these irregular migrants could get stability, with a set number of proffessionals 

around them and a set social enviroment, they would be better off. This could also create an 

enviroment for peer-relationships to blossom and inturn be a positive outcome for these kids 

and their mental health, which makes them into adults without or with less negative mental 

health issues (Allen, Nare, & Davis, 2019). 

However sadly this is not the case, as the system is overflowing and waiting lists are 

getting to longer and longer. This means that children never get a place to actually come to 

rest, and traumatisation and instability is an ongoing process. Like one of the professionals 

pointed out, moving can also be a traumatic experience for a child. So imagine what more 

trauma the Dutch system is inflicting on these children, it should count its blessings that 

children are resillient, fight their way to adulthood and are constantely fighting through the 

binary barriers that the world has created around them. 

Discussion and Conclusion  
So how does experiencing and fleeing a conflict contribute to the formation of peer-

relationships between irregular migrant youth in the Netherlands? The answer can be split into 

four consecutive parts; Firstly,  conflict creates the social category of having social trauma 

and diminishes the individuals view of legitimacy of the óhomeô countryôs (b)ordering 

system. 

If irregular immigrants flee their home, then they are already those that go against the 

dominant culture (Kumar, 2019) of their nation. For they are choosing to leave in contrary to 

those that are staying. So, the shock, or social trauma (Erikson, 1991; Eyerman, 2013), and 

the loss of political legitimacy that the conflict has caused has already made sure to break 

them away from the dominant culture and made them one of the minorities that operate within 

the place of becoming (Brambilla & Jones, 2019), searching people who are like minded or 

aid them on their way.  



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

58 
 

Through this train of thought irregular migrants already belong to those minor cultures 

that could form popular nationalism (Anderson, 1991) within the place of becoming 

(Brambilla & Jones, 2019) in a nation-state that is bound by its borders. However, they 

choose to be the ones that flee a conflict and leave their statehood behind, partly, rather than 

form a movement within the conflict. There are running away from their óhomeô country and 

original imagined community (Anderson, 1981), instead of forming another imagined 

formation against the dominant. This means that by definition irregular immigrants escaping a 

conflict are already by nature those that have suffered from social trauma and those that are 

by theoretical means on a continual borderscape (Mignolo, 2000).  

This is because when leaving their home and their nation, what Benedict Anderson 

(1981) would consider their imagined community, they no longer belong to a nation that is 

bordered by official nationalism and therefore no longer have or are bound by a social 

contract. Therefore, making their original (b)order blurred, and the legitimacy that belongs to 

that statehood and its ideals, weaker.  This means that these people are living on the edge of 

their original (b)order and therefore constantly create a borderscape (Mignolo, 2000) around 

themselves, by simply being an irregular migrant. This also makes the social trauma a social 

category upon which a relationship could be built. 

Secondly, Fleeing, not having access to regular routs of migration, and seeking 

refuge in a óhostô country creates new tensions within the óhostô countryôs political 

arena, these tensions are kept in place by the (b)ordering created and kept in place via 

systemic coloniality. Which places these irregular migrants together in facilities created 

for them. 

When fleeing the conflict within their óhomeô country, irregular migrant youth are 

forced to take irregular migration routes. This is due to the border wardens that guard their 

óhostô countryôs ótraditionalô borders, as the paperwork will not allow them visas required to 

enter (van Houtum, 2021).  

Once arrived within a host country, via this irregular route, the framing of their 

mobility, being labelled as mobile bodies, refugees, or migrants, within migration policies and 

media enforces the compartmentalisation of young irregular migrants within the host 

countries discourse and physical terrain.  

The tensions that are created within this political arena causes discourse to arise that 

stand against irregular migrants, which legitimise the political reasoning behind their 

placement away from the óhostô countryôs population. They are framed as óa riskô instead of 

óat riskô (Ghorashi, 2021). Additionally, the uprise of right-wing politics and the mediaôs 
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framing of irregular migrants diminishes stories of those that do integrate and cause no harm 

to society (Wimmer & Soehl, 2014).  

This in addition to the complexities that come along with their own flight to safety 

pushes them towards others that share that lived experience. Therefore, their pure existence on 

the road or in other countries, where the discourse surrounding immigrants legitimizes them 

being grouped together within policies concerning unwanted migration, is one that is 

constantly on a plane of interculturality and coloniality.  

Being placed together through all these different facets means that there is an 

understanding of an imagined shared lived experience, that does not have to be said aloud to 

understand. 

Third , due to conflict, their flight and coloniality the irregular migrant youth are 

pushed together in hosting facilities creating an understanding that there is an imagined 

lived experience without having the need to communicate via a set language. 

Though their bond is stronger with those that can speak the same language and have 

the same cultural background, as they have more social markers that overlap with each other, 

this imagined shared lived experience does give leeway to connect with others on a more open 

level that what is traditionally seen with harsh or bright (b)orders. To help each other further 

these irregular migrant minors use body language, facial mimics, and a mish-mash of different 

languages other than their own to communicate. Thus, they create an environment of learning 

and a willingness of acceptance of the other. An environment that is the third culture, a 

borderscape that transcends the imagined community.  

When fleeing and meeting people whose culture differs, yet also belong to those that 

have left their nation-stateôs home, there is an understanding there that differs from the normal 

cultural bindery of language. They learn to communicate not only via another language such 

as that of their host country or use means of non-verbal communication, but also via empathy. 

Thereby a culture of respect is created as seen with the children in the ISK, that does not 

solely rest on the boundaries that the óhomeô or óhostô culture instigates. Such is a moving 

borderscape or a third culture, that entails a cross-cultural sensitivity and a comfort towards 

diversity (Lambiri, 2005 in Melles & Schwartz, in 2012) 

The times that the latter does not happen is when larger groups of the same culture 

come in. Then cultural groups group together and certain cultural aspects, that stem out of the 

parent culture or religious come to the forefront. This, as seen in this study, only happens 

when the largest cultural group within, in this case, a school belongs to one culture. Like 

when a large group of Syrian irregular migrant minors came in.  
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This however can be linked back towards the traditional border theory. As seeing that 

this space within a school can be seen as a horizon where individual borderscapes meet, when 

there is a larger dominant cultural group, they take over the dominant culture and minorities 

are created within these boundaries as well. This could also be explained by the little 

adjustment period that these kids had had. Nonetheless the third culture is prevalent, as 

outside these boundaries the kids accept each other and each other cultures and languages. 

This was seen in the during participating observation when the kids taught each other to count 

in their own respective languages and more. 

Last but not least: Individual borderscapes interact with each other in migrant 

minor hosting facilities creating a horizon where there is a respectful atmosphere which 

minimizes the stark contrast between the óusô and the óotherô. Here the third-culture is 

created which is, mestizaje (Anzaldúa, 1987), shifting constantly and a continual 

becoming. 

In conclusion, the answer to the leading question, is that social trauma induced by 

conflict and the individual borderscapes created by the flight thereafter that enhances oneôs 

capabilities to understand another beyond the boundaries of language and nationhood. It helps 

people understand each otherôs outbursts or, in this case, sleep deprivation and the actions that 

follow it. There is more understanding and a willingness to help each other learn and thrive. 

Though in theory it would be of help for children to make friends and learn from each 

other, the reality is that the immigration situation in the Netherlands is one where it, making 

friends and keeping them, is a hard practice to follow through. Even though, hypothetically, it 

could help them assimilate quicker and investments should be made to make this a reality.  

The reality is that due to the long waiting lists for integration and/or family 

reunification, these children are constant in a state of adaptation. This is because when they 

are finally used to the Dutch way of life, to those who come alone, and their family comes in, 

via family reunification, who is not used to this culture.  An extra layer of bordering and 

navigating themselves over it ensues, causing usage or draining of mental capabilities. 

Ensuring a stable environment for these kids, like attending an ISK for the full two years at 

one location, could really be beneficial for these kids and their mental health. 

Other than that having social trauma, defined as experiencing a conflict and fleeing 

from it, escaping a war-torn country also has the result that one is already labelled as a 

migrant in the daily discourse of hosting countries, which leads towards the placement of 

irregular migrants in vicinities which are already catered towards housing and helping people 
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dealing with social trauma.  This coloniality in the societies discourse, legitimized by its 

politicians and their constituents, form a hazardous atmosphere for these children. 

 This also makes it harder to determine if social trauma is indeed a binding factor 

between irregular migrant youths, because it is a prerequisite to begin with. Thus, further 

research could be conducted towards friendship formations outside of migrant aiding and 

hosting facilities. This to determine if the third culture, where nationhood is of increasingly 

lesser importance, is slowly moving towards the forefront and if this means that we are slowly 

moving away from the historical chains that bind us. 

So, there are (b)ordering practices at play in the western notion of the word. These 

stem from coloniality attached to nation-state border and the idea that a nation is sovereign 

and has territorial limits. One cannot help where they were born, which language is their 

mother tongue and who teaches them their norms and values (Sen, 2006). So, to say that this 

does not apply would be like blindfolded pricking on the donkeys tail. However, when we 

look past these (b)ordering formations and globalise the TCK irregular migrant youth with the 

social trauma, who could not move regularly due to the border wardens of the world. Then 

despite these harsh boundaries and due to necessity a third culture is born on the horizon 

where individual travelling borderscapes meet. 

Research Reflection. 
Though I am proud of my research and the way that it was conducted, there are always things 

that could have gone better. The first thing I noticed was that during interviews it took a long 

time for me to describe my research and the definition of social trauma. Though my research 

kept getting easier to explain, it would have been nice to have this routine at the start. The 

respondents all knew what individual trauma was, but social trauma seemed to be new 

concept.  

Furthermore, what would have made this research of more value would have been to 

interact and interview the adolescents in question. This would also be a recommendation for 

future research. Additionally, what would be really interesting to know is if the social trauma 

connects irregular migrant children outside of the settings that they were observed in this 

thesis. I would also be very interested to learn if peer-relationships that are formed in stable 

environments could be taken into adulthood. This could be done by setting up research into 

people that came in as irregular migrant children and have integrated into the Dutch society 

and asking them how these relationships have formed them. 
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Social Maps and H-Diagrams 

 

 



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

71 
 

 

 



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

72 
 



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

73 
 



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

74 
 

 

 



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

75 
 

 



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

76 
 



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

77 
 

   



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

78 
 

 



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

79 
 



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

80 
 



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

81 
 

 



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

82 
 



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

83 
 



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

84 
 



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

85 
 



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

86 
 



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

87 
 



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

88 
 



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

89 
 



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

90 
 

 



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

91 
 

 



The Formation of a Third-Culture: Exploring the Dynamics of Conflict-driven Migration 

92 
 

Taxonomical Analysis  

 

 

1. Relationship: Strict Inclusion 

2. Form: x is a kind of Y 

Friendships

Their significance 

Keep secrets

are a support 
system when you 

are sad

they make you 
happy 

Give good advice

you can learn 
more with friends

freetime becomes 
fun 

you can talk about 
anything

You aren't alone

they help 

Some are like your 
brother of sister

Their 
insigifincance

they talk behind 
your back 

want to know 
your 'privacy'

when they make 
new friends they 
forget about you 

sometimes you 
can be mislead

Its hard to 
understand people

dont have enough 
energie 

people aren't 
always good

People aren't 
always interesting 
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3. H-diagrams; Friends are important  

Included terms Semantic relationship Cover term 

Talking behind their backs  

 

X is a kind of Y 

 

 

Broken trust (Social 

Trauma) 

Can mislead you  

People are not always good 

People are not always 

interesting 

 

1. Relationship: Rationale 

2. Form: x is a reason for doing y  

3. H-diagrams; Friends are important  

Included terms Semantic relationship Cover term 

Talking behind their backs  

 

X is a reason for Y 

 

 

Not making friends 
Can mislead you  

People are not always good 

People are not always 

interesting 

 

1. Relationship: Strict Inclusion 

2. Form: x is a kind of y 

3. H-diagrams; Friends are important  

Included terms Semantic relationship Cover term 

Keep secrets  

 

X is a kind of Y 

 

 

 Support system 
Make you happy  

Support you when your sad 

They give good advice  

Help with learning 

Fight loneliness 

Freetime becomes fun 

You can talk about anything 

Some are like your brother 

or sister 

 

1. Relationship: Rationale 

2. Form: x is a reason for doing y 

3. H-diagrams; Friends are important  

Included terms Semantic relationship Cover term 

Keep secrets  

 

X is a reason for doing Y 

 

 

  Making Friends 
Make you happy  

Support you when your sad 

They give good advice  

Help with learning 

Fight loneliness 

Freetime becomes fun 

You can talk about anything 
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Friends are important scores given out of 10: 5, 8.5, 8.0, 8, 5, 10. 

A note has to be given that not all of the participating children understood that there was a 

grade to be given on the horizontal line of the H- diagram. This could be due to a language 

barrier as their Dutch/English proficiency was on different levels. 
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Staying friends is easy

it is not

Because of refugee status 
they can't stay friends long 
because they can be forced 

to move to another city 
one day

Understanding people is 
hard

Because other people tell 
your friends that you are a 
bad person, which is hard

if you like other things its 
hard to stay friends

Because they are not with 
me

Sometimes they do 
something you don't like

They like people that I 
don't 

Their personality can 
change 

When he has money, he 
will change

Because of a fight, because 
they did something

it is

Good memories stay

when you believe in them 

When you like the same 
things its easy to stay 

friends

when they are really good 
friends

when I am always with 
them

They don't play to much 
with their mobile 

We're always together

Al my friends back home 
are nice

Yes because I can always 
go to them

Best friends are easy 
because of the time you 
have known each other

Because I trust them

We know everything about 
each other 

when there is honesty
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4. Relationship: Rationale 

5. Form: x is a reason for doing y 

6. H-diagrams; Staying friends is easy  

Included terms Semantic relationship Cover term 

Forced rehoming because of 

refugee status 

 

 

X is a reason for doing Y 

 

 

  Not staying connected When they tell other people 

you are a bad person 

If you do not like the same 

things 

Because you are not 

physically near 

They like other people 

Their personality changes 

When he has money, he 

changes 

Because of fights  

 

1.Relationship: Cause- effect  

2. Form: x is a result of y 

3. H-diagram: Staying friends is easy (Not staying connected) 

 

Included Terms Semantic Relationship Cover term 

Refugee status X is a result of y Fleeing from conflict/ 

Irregular migrant/ Social 

trauma 
Moving suddenly 

Words from other people 

saying that the person is bad 

When money is involved the 

person changes 

Because of a fight, or 

because they did something 

Fatigue/ tiredness 

 

1. Relationship: Sequence  

2. Form  

3. H-diagram 

 

Included Terms Semantic Relationship Cover term 

Distance   Keeping contact is hard  

Refugee status  

Friends are in home country 

 

 

 

Memo 

Not keeping in touch with friends/ keeping in contact is hard Ą moving away from them 

Ą both have to be invested to make the relationship work due to the distance Ą They 
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have to have the time and energy to use mobile phones to play with each other Ą this 

distance is caused by their constant moving Ą This moving is caused by their refugee 

statusĄ refugee status is caused by fleeing from a conflict-ridden country Ą Memo. 

Refugees are in a sense already the group that goes against the dominant culture, 

because they come together and flee their home country, so refugees already those that 

suffer from social trauma. 

Interview Guide 
óOp welke wijze levert trauma een bijdrage aan (b)egrenzingen binnen onregelmatige 

migranten netwerken in een gemeente?ô 

Traject 

1. Hoe ziet het integratie traject eruit en wat is jouw rol daarbinnen? 

2. Vanuit jou rol, welke problematieken met het huidige systeem zie jij? 

3. Merk je gemeenschapsvorming bij onregelmatige immigranten?  

a. Zo ja hoe merk je dat? 

b. Zo nee waarom vormen ze geen verbindingen? 

4. Wat denk jij dat hieraan bijdraagt? 

5. Wanneer er een gemeenschap is gevormd, gaat deze dan door wanneer vluchtelingen 

het staats houderschap verkrijgen? 

6. Wat zie jij als een moeilijke stap voor onregelmatige immigranten bij integratie? 

7. Hebben volwassenen of jongeren meer moeite bij deze integratie en waarom? 

8. Zien jullie interculturele vriendschappen ontstaan? 

a. Zo ja, hoe vormen deze zich? 

b. Zo nee, Wat zorgt ervoor volgens jou dat deze zich niet vormen? 

9. Vind jij het idee van het vormen van een gemeenschap voor immigranten van nut is? 

 

Trauma/ peer relationships 

1. Hoe en waar zie jij vriendschappen ontstaan tussen i.m. in je werkveld? 

2. Zijn deze vriendschappen volgens nou rendabel?  

a. Zo ja/ nee waarom? 

3. Waar zie jij hechtere vriendschappen ontstaan, bij jeugdigen of volwassen? Hoe komt 

dit verschil volgens jou? 

4. Er is gezegd dat kinderen zonder ouders het altijd moeilijker hebben wat betreft 

mentale gezondheid en integratie dan mensen die dat wel hebben, zie je dit ook bij 

mensen die wel een vriendengroep hebben opgebouwd en waarom? 

5.  Hoe heeft de hoeveelheid trauma/dingen die meegemaakt zijn invloed op het kunnen 

maken van vrienden?  

6. Welke leeftijdscategorie heeft het meeste last van mentale stoornissen na een trauma, 

en hoe wordt hiernaar gehandeld in de richtlijnen? 

7. Wat voor soort hulpmiddelen bieden jullie als organisatie aan voor mensen die een 

trauma hebben doorstaan? 

Discourse/ Modernity/ Coloniality 

1. Welk verschil merk je in de manier waarop i.m worden behandeld in Nederland? 

2. Merken i.m. dat zelf op? 
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Dutch Summery Proposal: Trauma, Conflict and Collective identity  
Vluchten uit een conflictgebied of het meemaken van een conflict is in mijn ogen al 

traumatisch op zich, of je er nou last van krijgt of niet. Deze dreun of shock van het conflict 

creëert ervaringen voor mensen en heeft dus altijd gevolgen. Hierbij moet men niet alleen 

denken aan de individuele mentale coping mechanismes en klachten die uit dit trauma 

ontstaan (Barlow, 2018), maar ook de sociale verstandshoudingen die veranderen en de 

nieuwe die eruit voortkomen (Eyerman, 2013). Dit zorgt ervoor dat in dit onderzoek trauma 

gecategoriseerd wordt als het mee hebben gemaakt van een conflict, die een shock in het 

individuele mentale systeem, evenals een dreun op het collectieve organisme heeft geplaatst 

(Eyerman 2013, Erikson 1991).  

De literatuur zegt dat deze veranderde sociale verstandshoudingen een nieuw sociaal 

collectief kunnen vormen, een groep mensen die een grens om hun heen creëert. Zelfs als het 

grote deel van een dominante sociale gemeenschap, zoals een land, cultuur of regio, niet 

geraakt is door de shock, kunnen verschillende individuen deze shock wel hebben gevoeld. 

Hierdoor kunnen de individuen die de shock wel ervaren hebben verbinden en vormen ze zo 

een sfeer of mentaliteit die tegenover dat van de dominante gedachtegang ingaat (Eyerman, 

2013). Een sociaal trauma is dus altijd ook een individueel trauma, maar een individueel 

trauma is niet per definitie een sociaal trauma.  

Trauma vormt, in mijn mening, een categorie waarop men hun gemeenschap vormt. 

Met andere woorden wordt trauma hierdoor niet alleen een scheidingsmiddel om de ander van 

de ons te onderscheiden, maar ook een middel van verbinding die de ons definieert en in stand 

houdt.  

Mijn onderzoek wil gaan kijken naar vriendschapsrelaties die ontstaan bij jongere 

onregelmatige immigranten, ook wel nieuwkomers genoemd. Want zoals eerder gezegd is het 

vluchten van een conflict en het meemaken hiervan een punt van herkenning voor mensen. 

Waardoor er een sociaal vangnet zou kunnen ontstaan dat juist mensen helpt een stap naar 

integratie/heling te zetten. Dit vangnet evenals het begrip dat eruit voortvloeit is niet alleen 

belangrijk, maar wordt ook weinig onderzocht. 

 Ik heb ervoor gekozen om naar jongeren te kijken omdat deze makkelijker vrienden 

maken en de ruimte krijgen om dit te doen. Interculturele vriendschappen zijn daarbij juist 

interessant. Want als een traumatische ervaring een delende noemer wordt voor mensen dan 

betekent het dat de harde wereld grenzen, die door de eeuwen heen systematisch zijn opgezet, 

vervagen. Hierdoor wil ik dus het belang van mentale gezondheid naar voren schuiven voor 

niet alleen het individuele maar ook het sociale welzijn om zo conflicten te voorkomen, maar 

ook om ze te kunnen analyseren. Men kan immers wel een pleister plakken op en wond, maar 

het helen van die wond gebeurt altijd van binnenuit. Hieruit vloeit mijn hoofvraag: 

 

 óHow does trauma contribute towards (b)ordering within irregular migrant networks 

within a municipality?ô/ 

óOp welke wijze levert trauma een bijdrage aan (b)egrenzingen binnen onregelmatige 

migranten netwerken in een gemeente?ô 

 

De bovengenoemde hoofdvraag wil ik op een kwalitatieve manier gaan onderzoeken. 

Dat wil zeggen dat ik het onderzoek doormiddel van semigestructureerd interviews, small-

talks, memoôs en participerende observatie wil gaan volbrengen. De informatie zou ik graag 
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willen bemachtigen door gesprekken met onregelmatige immigranten waar ethisch mogelijk, 

en anders met begeleiders en experts om hen heen die de opvang, begeleiding en integratie 

mogelijk maken.  
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Examples of field notes and memoõs  
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