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Abstract

The present thesis investigates the role of Mexican state agents in criminal violence against
undocumented migrants and asks how this might be explained. The study is designed as a case study,
empirical evidenceagicollected in the Municipality of Tenosiquigven near the border iBouthern
Mexico. The garting point of this research intengasthe apparent paradox between the theoretical and
actual situation of undocumented migrants in Mexico. While Mexggatiomipolicies appear to be
improving on paper in terms of provision of security as well as justice, in practice, ithigraatsn
experience in Mexico is not diminishing nor iprigecution of theseiminal cases rising.

Empirical evidence indicates that the nature of criminal violence in which Mexican state
representatives are engaging can be categorized in two groups: crimes thataeseXtérmioof legal
stateviolenceand crimes explicitly intended to bertedipperpetrators.

State agents pursue undocumented crossings by extending the legal means of the detention
procedures. This includes illegal perseawimong distancem act that many times results in migrants
injuring themselves, as well as dpkgsical aggression, to intimidate, bring to heel and detain migrants.
Combining empirical research with literawiewit is revealed that historically, state formation processes
in Mexico were rather violent. Until today, violence has been pdygeitatd agents as essential to foster
authority.

Moreover, empirical observation strongly suggests state agents are involved in the commadification
of migrants to benefit themselves. This thesis makes the statement that a stconge stetevork in
Mexico contributes to this violence of the state.

By further investigating how denounced cases of criminal violence against undocumented migrants
are dealt with, this thesis concludes that crimes are covered up by state agents to restore their legitimacy.
The restoration of state legitimacy results in locals having more negative perceptions of migrants, which
again leads to more harm against migrants.

Based orthesefindings this thesiemphasizethe need to (re)consider state agents as active
operators of and contributors to the perpetuation of criminal vidiemadé/theacademiargument that
the emergence of extensive (criminal) violence in a country can be ascribed to the statésfrogakness
criminal groups is challenged. Moreover, correspondent societal organizations in Mexico are recommended
to move away from pure legalistic lens as they fail to grasp what makes the abuse of migrants possible
the first place
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Chapter 1 Introduction

Two roads lead from the Guatemalan border to the town of Tenosique, located in the south of
Mexicaoin the state of Tabasdoth roads are aroundiél@metergymostly pavedpassing alongside little
villages and fenced farmland. And both are regularly patrolled by the national migratidhviplice (
Grupo Betand local police units. Although being a remote border area, the state is very present.
Paradoxidby, cases of people being haraed result ofriminal violence are also found here extensively.

The omnipresence of the stagecertainly
connected to the fact that thi®as the second most
frequented border crossirgto Mexico (cf. Map 1,
illustrating the principal migrant routes through
Mexico, and Map 2, listing the various state institutions
present herefxcluding tarists and frontier runners,
not many peoplase the officiatrossingout traverse
the border here in a rather unoffioi@nney climbing
hills, crawling through walls and transiting rivers. The
majoritywho cross in these waysnes from northern
Centrd America, comprising the countries Honduras,
El Salvador and Guatenalavhich are consistently
heading the lists of the most violent countries in the
world Suérez Enriqueknippen& Meyer, 2016). The
poverty and unemployment prevailing in this region
drive every year hundreds of thousands of people to
decide to leave their hometowns and migrate (IOM, 2048)ntil the las several yearssthave
emigratd towards the north witthe ultimategyoal ofreaclngthe US. To do spcrosingMexican territory
dwhethelby foot or by vehicieis inevitable

Pic.2: Road section Bf Pedregal

By entering Mexico without getting registetbeé travelerbecomeundocumented migrants.
Dependhgon their place of departure and their economic nragrsints will choose one of two routes
to reach the next travel brgadint inthe town of Tenosiqudo take theelPedregal rdigfe Pic. 2pne
starts in Guatemala atmdvelsby boat across thetier near the villagd el PedregAt one has to pay
off thesmuggler and gakis traveling style is costly mdlso said to be the safer alternative. People with
no money at all have to bypass the official border crossing at thef@l@gboby foot (cf. Title Picture)

(cf. Map 3, the red lines mark the two main transit routes, the border communities | worked with are marked
in yellow).

The main reason why so many people cross intooNtexainto the municipality of Tenosigue
is the fact that the train tracks of the freight tréanBgstip making its way up north, starts here, Still
today most migrants intend to use the freight train network, stigicihe$rom the south to the north.
While itsplisinto various tracks i@entral Mexigauntil there, the network consists of only two lines, the
one crossinghroughTenosique and one staring in Chiafiasther reason why many people choose
Tenosique as their first destination in Mexitbeiexistence of one of the largest migrant shelters in
Mexicola 72 Hogdy Refugio para Personas Migraistebelter is home base to this researdis, where
the project intentionally started and where I, later on, continued to wedcias\worker during the year
2017.

1|nstituto Nacional de Migracion

2 Grupo Beta a special force created by the Mexican state to reduce the viskerfable migrants by assisting them with
information, water, and medical device. This unit is composed out of federal, state and municipal agente kGalmerno
2018).

3 First being Tapachula, Chiapas.

492% of the people crossing Mexico's southern border are from one of the mentioned countries. In lth@2Saafterat
majority of the people arriving is migrating from the country of Honduras (Martinez, 2017).

5 In recent years more and more Centr&@icas also decide to stay in Mexico to find employment and/or apply for asylum (Basok
& Rojas Wiesner, 2018).

8 Informal name for the freight train crossing Mexico. In order to move across Mexico, migrants ride on top of it.

7 There are over fiftyigran shelters in Mexico (Vogt, 2013).



During my time in Tenosique, can 6t

recal |

how many times | d

accompanied by colleagues or local church members. Though, | do remember that every time on our way
back we were afraid émcounter the state in the form of a border patrol or police car. It was unthinkable

for us to pass by migrants walking the 60 kilometers in the blazing heat with poor footwear and not offer
them aride to town. Bhytaking in people without valid visas could be charged with human trafficking.

On the whole, we were aware of the fact that the roads were raidedydrbitcansistently. The

state had been present in this area to this extent since JuhigBias the year ththe new border
strategyPlan Frontera §he SouthernBorderPlan), was established by the governments of Mexico and
Guatemala. The primary goal of this new tiognaolicy wasnoreregulateanigrationand wadacked

by the US government. Still, back tHeresident Enrique Pefia Nieto claimed that this new border
enforcement would also serve to combat the exploitation and mistreatment of undocumented migrants by

t he

r egi on 6 gPresidencia defReplblicg Kkicay 20%4). Migrants had beanssing into

Mexico without documents for deca@esithe journey hadlway®een accompanied with severe violence.
So, in 2017asintendedby the Plan Frontera Siine agents of thH&M were patrolling the area several
times a week, in order to detaiigrantdut alsdo generate a safer migration route.

CRIMES AGAINST MIGRANTS IN MEXICO,
OFFICIAL DATA, 2014-2016
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Fig. 1: Crimes against migrants in Mexico from 2014 to 20

Source: Reponses to sccess to information requests. The data includes investigative files and case files.

And vyet, almost everyday
migrants arrivednjured at the shelter.
While soménarmcould beattributabldo
hed and badootwearmany injuries were
caused by persoosmmitting an unlawful
violent act againgtigrants (physically
and/or nonphysically). Local human
rights defenders operating in this area did
not note an effective decline of the crimes
committed against nmamts, despite state
efforts Guarez EnriquezKnippen &
Meyer, 2017).Official figures even
demonstrate a rise thfe criminal violence
directedtowardsmigrants between 2014
and 2016 irthe state of Tabasco (cf. Fig.
2). In the first week of February 20the
shelter in Tenosique maate unfortunate
summaryof the first monthof the year
166 felonies against undocumented
migrants, among them 1 kidnapping, 2

rapes, and 1 murder. Tenosique can still live umitbn@ame given once by an investigativeiddex
journalistia puerta del infighdoor to hell (Carvajal, 2014).

Zooming out on a national level, we ca@rwhelmingly say thahile the transit through Mexico

has always been a very risky endeavor, the violence migrants have tosindteadel steadily over the

years (UN, 2017poctorsWithout Bordersstate that around 70 percent of irregular migrants to whom

they spok@n 2017experienced violent acts todgthem along their journey (M&H.7)More specifically

Amnesty International claims that 60 percent of woemperience sexual assault while in Mexico (Shetty,
2018). Furthermore, a total amount of 70 000 migrants are estimated to have gone missing since 2006 (Vogt,
2016) Becausenigration offersomeglimmer of hope, even the face of all of thdangers oneould

encounter, there has been no decline in the number of people migrating (Kovic & Kelly, 2017) (Hiskey et
al. 2016).

improved over the years aadb y
government

It is this apparent paradox between piatey thabstensibly benedfiitndocumentedhigrantsand
therecordedise of criminal violence againststsamemigrantghatis the main concern of this thesis.
And the paradoxical situation can be amplladhaper, ie human rights conditions of migrants have

rhetoric tal

c o n t atdappensvini couhtriesvltke the United States, in Mexico
ks

(..) of proteRarngelng mi g

8 Throughout this thesis | will not analyze nor assess this border enforcement strategy.
2 Manywomen leave their home countries already injected with contraceptives to prevent pregnancy as they know about the high
possibility to get raped during the journey.

2



2016, p. 302)Nevertheless, justice for migrants in Mexico is nearly absent.

Mainly dudo pressure by human rights activieenpresident Felipe Calderdn agreed to sign a
new Migration Law in 2011. Worldwitie amendment had been seen as a huge $ycbassan rights
activistsas it guarantdeequal rights for Mexican nationals and foreigners, no matter the status of their
residency (Velazquez, 2018). Whiter to 2011 migrants wharosedthe Mexican bordemofficially
were criminally chargeshich could have resulted ireayeamprisonsentencéVogt, 2013), the new law
statedhat the unauthorized crossing is merely an administrative faux pas (CNDH, 2018). Not only was the
act of irregular crossing decriminalized, migrangne able denounce crimegainsthem to a special
attorrey for migrant affairs while not having to fear detention and depoRatjatated in tHélan Frontera
Surin so called key aresiszh aJenosiquethe department of public prosecutiwad toinstall a special
body intended to pursue crimagainst migrantBasok & Rojas Wiesner, 20IB). manage the
bureaucratic proceduta72is providing legal assistance to migmarie process of denouncing crimes

But again, the theoretical improvement is not effective in practicaneOxeard a72had assisted
in filing many criminal cases. Through detailed descsiptionigrants and some courageous community
members, we figured out the names and addresses of several criminals living in the bofidesuglfages.
wehanddthe inbrmation over to the local prosecution hodpodywasarrested. lall of Mexico, only
20% of reported crimes are investigated (while only 1 in 5 crimes is indeed reported),ahd in 2%
perpetrators are brought before a judge (Shirk & Wallman, Ti$5again does not imply criminal
convictionin fact, 99% of the crimésought before a judg® unpunished. The impunity rate in Mexico
is among the highest in the woaldldin Latin America it is even assumed to be the highest (Badgént
Withrespect terimes againsti g r a iththeusands disappeared in unacknowledged crimes, it is hardly
possible to even denounce the impunity enjoyed by the perpgetkadoics & Kelly, 2017, p. 7). Having
spent over a year at the Southeexib&n border | can say that whd&2is following up every case if the
victim is willing to denouncejitinot experience any case being solved during nhy fstety.many crimes
are not even acknowledgiedt, disavowed with the argument of the tdckufficient proof.

The very existence of tmentioned facigeads one to questidrvis thipossiflelow is it possible,
thatdespite Mexican migration polidgiaproving in terms of provision of justice and segctimyabuse
of undocumented migrants conésto happen to this exterand almost absolute impunity petsists

Out of the interest to get to the bottaithis paradox,decidedo construct a reaech project
dedicated to investigag not only the harm resulting from the violeagainst undocumented migrants,
but the patterns of the criminal violence itmatf zoom in on the perpetrators.

1.1 Research Question(s)

A great deal ofesearch projectsededicated to identifig and analyag dynamics as well as
causes of contemporary (criminal) violence. Dependingatrfield of study the researcher is coming
from, each research is asking diverse questions and hence highlighting different angles to describe and
understand the emergence of extensive violence. This thesis tries to describe and analyze violence, more
precisely the criminal violence against migrammsotnyng in on the role of the statsirch violence

As | had heard and witnessed all kinds of violent stories before deciding which course this thesis
should ultimately take, the research is based on the hypothesis that the state contributethad sloe fact
many migrants arrive in Tenosique with injuriesth@r, norphysical, harmin addition to my own
experience, | read articles which indeed pointed out the important role of the state in criminal violence in
many Latin American countries. Cruzl@) for instangestates that while state representatives are not
committing more crinsghan other groups, their role hereby is certainly especially precarious and deserves
more consideratioth hence constructed following research question:

1 What is the role of Mexican state agents in criminal violence against undocumented
migrants, and how might this be explained?

While ths main research question is the guidance of the whole rdsiarichit downinto sub
guestions tdacilitate the answering process. Thesfilsfjuestion aims to describe, categorize and analyze
the forms ofbehaviom f state agent s whi cTheargensenfdrifiedlbyrCruz h e mi
(2016}0 categorize the direct involvement of stgémts in crimeas verjelpfulin order to find ditting

3



formulation

In which ways are state representatives executing criminal violence against
undocumented migrants (in the municipality of Tenosique)?

Simply put, Cruz (2016) distinguishedsratfticle between violence by state agents that can be
interpreted as a deformed version of state policy and violence that is blatanthyeiaguhingiolence
against migrants by state agemdjndings in Tenosique will be analym#agthese two categories

The mairresearclguestion implgnot onlythe description of the role of state agents in criminal
violence, but also the searchtf@rexplanatiofehind the violencBeing a case study, this research not
only attempts an-depth analysis of the facts on the ground but moreover pays tribute to théafontext
Yin, 2014)As suchthe general situation of the entanglement between state arid Maxreowill be
looked into. The first sufpuestion will be accompanied by a second one:

How may violent processes/history of state formation in Mexico helpxplainthe criminal
nature of this violence?

Cruz (2016) emphasizesh at t he state plays an i mportant
vi ol en c eThe tlird sulgiestidnyeeks to understadw state agents impsetthe solving of
crimes:

How are denounced cases of criminal violence against undocumented migranbeing
dealt with?

By figuring out how criminal behavior is accounted for or not, answering this question will also
provide ingihton how criminal violence by state agents is (de)legitimized.

Within the set of qualitative tools, this thesis makesf uterature review and (participant)
observationHence, the answers to tharquestios will be supportedoy empirical evidence as well as
literature study. The validitiythe empirical findings based on the assumption that the knowledge about
violent crime can be gained through stories seen firsthand oredpertencespld by people affected.

As Tenosique is a main entry pointuiodocumentedhigrants and the state is very preserd(in the

form of the National Migration InstituttN(M), police officers, military personnel, etc.) it is an ideal place

for this kind of investigatiomhroughout this thesithe term migrant refers toundocumented migrants
hence to people who have crossed the border into Mexico without documentielgaherhthe border

control, in contrast to other foreigners who are migrating to M&xio@ntioning the terstatghis thesis

is referring t@ network of peoplho areagents of the sta@ndnotto a unified actor. Even though

this thesis zooms in on the responsibility of the state, it is of course known that the violence cannot be
ascribed to thatatealone, yet it is an important approach that should be complemented by others.
Individual motivabns for criminal violence will not be minded nor addreSseinal violeisaenderstood

here as an act of direct crime in the course of which an aggressor and a victim can bStnuatiealut.
violence, |l i ke suffering hunger or the dehumani z
be of subject in this thesis.

1.2 AKademic Relevance

There has been much research arexpthnationss towhy the state is failing impede the
(crimina) violence and is unable to provide security for the people residing in its terfdctya debate
has emergewith studies arguing thdtte emergence of extensive (criminal) violence in a country has to
be ascribed to th&tate's weakness to front criminal graupshe one sidand on the other sidwe
theoriesthat see the failure to impede violence as being based on the fact that the state is actually and
willingly involved in criminal wheeling and deafingordinglypresent research will build on these
investigationandcritically explorenem.

A wide range of academics (CoaberaKeck & Nava, 201%orreaCabrera, 2@ Pedigo,
2011 FloresMarcias 2018) assume that due to the absence of institutional state strength, criminal
organizations are able to establish a reign of violeneeaiteddblack spots and safe heavens, and thus

10 There iso distinction madeetween refugees and economic migrants.



actively challenge the rule of law and the state legifimaeaCabrera, for instance, mentions in her
study that oa number of analysts believe that t
t he O momviolenodl y(420424) (cf. Corré@abera, Keck & Nava, 2015). In line with her, Pedigo

clams t h afailuré is Mexitoeis caused by the power of drug cartels, which have undermined the
stateds monopoly on the | egiMairm&@8tas wsguefs fthradced
organizations (DTOs) have emerged asthe mastgle r ous t hreat to Latin Ame
According to her not only the monopoly of violence but also the extraction of revenue is taken over by
organized crime.

The proposed solution of such debates often demands the fostering of state prese
strengthening of state institutions as the first measure to front crime and gain back contoallleder so
ungoverned spaces to once again establish peace, law, and order (Maihold & Hochmiiller 2013). Academics
in thetradition of Fukuyam@2 004) argue that the oOoOwestern worl d
assisting weak states to gain back its sotgragythose states moreover pose great risks to international
security and order (Beehner, 2€Rich & British Army, 2013).

Pointing out the incompetence of states to deal with, stilcte approaches assume that installing
new, better state programs d/ or changing existing state instit
eventually lead to a political order less comducivo soci al violencedé (Cruz, .

In contrast to these assumptions, other academics adamantly refuse a fixed dichotomy between
state and crime. They point at connections and entanglements of state and crime and the fact that specific
state formtion was/is benefiting from the evolution of criminal organizations. Shirk & Wallman (2015) for
instance state, that to properly understan(ttimeina) violence in a country, it is required to extensively
explore the actual role and involvement ofttte s those practices

Again dher academics are even driving the argument further by asking hanigiriate from
stateagent sd behavi or/ st aCmz (2006) antecizes that whigersame acadermics a t
correctly point to thentanglement ahe state and crime relationshigr (nstance itMexico) theysitill
credit the state with a predominant marginal and passive role, assuming that organizedcciessfhbg
infiltrated state institutions, political offices as wplblae departments (cf. Morton, 2012). &gri&
Herrera, for instance, state that othe | evel of
entreapparatus of | ocal government at t hdy thiser vi ce
perspective attributes the state a passive role as being compelled, influenced, blackmailed and corrupted.

This thesis concurs with Cruz (2016) and asks in which ways the state and its representatives are
acting criminally autonomously. Suchrgpeetive will provide new insights on how criminal violence is
maintained, backed up and masterminded by state(s) (represémtatvidst place.

1.3 Societal Relevance

In Mexico, different activist groups and humanitarian organizations are working on the ground
trying to make a change for the better in assisting migrants. Hereby they listen to the advice of the several
NGOs operating from the Mexican capital, dedicatéitet causes and effects of the violence towards
migrants. While there is very little academic literature on the abuse of migrants in Mexico, human rights
organizations (Mexican as well as international) have written a lot on the issuRahigli{@2d) speaks
even of mushroomed interested in migrant matters in Mexico. Most di@d@sen line with the rare
academic literaturef.(Kovic & Kelly, 201:ogt, 20132076; Bibler Coutin, 200%alemba, 20),7point
to theborder enforcememtrocesssand to the absence of migrant rights within the Mexican territory,
when searching for explanations for the increased suffering of migran&s(&017 Shetty, 2018
(Amnesty InternationaHuman RightsVatch 205).

This approach assuntleat the state is shaping criminal violence against migrants primarily through
its migration policyrirst, because the securitization process, the militarizing of the border, transferred
Mexico into a vertical border. Sifden Frontera Stas impleméad, undocumented migrants not only
have to fear dehtionwhen crossing the actual national border, but can now be caught everywhere in
Mexico as the migration police has been amplifieseskructural factors facilitate the abuse as migrants
are forcedo take on more obscure routes where criminals have an easy play Omethtate is seen as
a passive player making the abuse possible while other criminals are the actdecalnabgrs argued
that the specific migration policy makes diswiion and abuse of migrants more socially acceptable.
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The authors previously mentioned and with them many Bl@/Osate for new and better migrant
laws, which uphold common human rights.

The presumption inherent in these approaches is that by a change of the migration policy, the
violence would disappear or at least drop signifitactytrast to such a legalistic appro@ehyuses the

word magical leggliSirevincRangel (2016) ams , t hat it is too simple 1
di sappearance of securi ti zat i oundocunentechifogeign@s inon po
Mexi co will tRemgal, 80L& P. 30REThints atitwo onportant points which seem to be

forgotten by many human rights organizations in Mé&xisg. there isi0 proof as tohow the border
enforcement really shapes erahviolenceSecondlywhile it is important and necessary to talk about the
bordering and othering of human beiingé come along with migration policigspaperthe new laws
and enforcemestvere beneficial to migrarithiemigration law of 2011 is seen as an exavoplwide

in protecting the human rights of migrants (Gonddiephy, 2013Moreover, the ovetahetoric on
migrants in Mexicis said to by far not as hostile g instancén the US (Trevin®angel, 2017).

The findings of this thesis can help assess the appropriateness of such approaches. Locating this
research in the middle of this defiateill provide new insights and deliver new adapted recommendations.
By focusing on the direct role of state agents, this thesis can complete the existing literature and provide
new insights on direct perpetrators that have not received much at&riiohuyman rights defenders
and activists alike. The renowned Mexican Professor and human rightSegivigtguaystated that
to front the violence, we have to first understand it (20aBjan rights defendeesspeciallgan profit
from more dtailed knowledge as they are the first ones in denouncing the phenomena.

1.4 Outline

The second chaptelis going to lay out analytical approaches that | consider appropriate to better
understandhe connection of the concepts of state and (criminal) vidlehibe theeanalytical lenses
define how to interpret the research ddtapter threewill name tk researchtrategyand illustrate by
mean®f what evidences provided by whom and from whedathavas collected in the first plasd,
the autharwerean engaged actor working in a migrant shelter besides being a researcher, theilleflection
form an important part of chapter three, imetlice viewpoints on objectivity, bias and power imbalance.

Chapter fouris describinghow Mexicarstate agentaredirect operators o€riminalviolence
against undocumented migrants. In order to understand and expéanpitical findingsollected in
Tenosique theseebrought together withcademic literatudéscussingiolent processes/history of state
formaton in MexicoChapter fivewill lay opemowstateagentprecede with denounced cases of criminal
violence against migranks a second step this chapter is connecting the empirical observations with
academic literature addressing how state ageaetta@irey authority and stagitimacy

Finallychapter sixnot only summarizes the main points of this study project but furthermore
looks again into the academic as well as societal contribution of this research and provides recommenda-
tions for further research on this topic.



Chapter 2 Analytical Approach

The selection and presentation of the analytical lenses is a first step in turning the toacept of
statand its participatioin (criminal) violentiesomething measurable, something that can be grasped (and
ultimately collected). Before coming t@kdout how the connection between state and criminal violence
can be classified, we should first determine these two pivotal concepts further.

Latin America is one of the most violent regions in the world (Miller,|2@48)past, violence
in Latin America has been predominantly connézteditary dictatorshipand their aim opolitical
repressior{Muller, 2018). It seemed likeey sigrof rebellion was combated instantly. In Mexine
highlight was certainly the massacre of Tlatelolco. Irsh©&68/ before Mexico was supposed to host the
Olympics, students and opposition members came together in Mexico City protesting the corruption of the
authoritarian system. This day hundreds of people were murdered under the command of president Diaz
Ordaz (Hernandez, 2011ntil today, nbody was éid accountabl@ he state violence was ordered from

hi gh above, and state agents were aojgmstd execut.

Around two decades ago, the violence in Latin Americadhtnfpaturede new mani f est at
of violence were erupting, goi ng beyNevedheldshie qua
Othe state6 is not only a bystander of this new

The contemporary violence in many Latin Ameriaarirges is mainly of a criminal nature (Muller,
2018)Criminal violence referees to a felony which is, besides being against dheeldain country and
hence implies certain consequences, intentionally directed at one or mor&hp&soimennic 1972
Galtung & Hoivik, 1971It has to be pointed out, that this study is aware of the fact that laws and state
structures are manade and don't exist independent from hgniNavertheless, once a constitutiom,
law, is establishedpigcomes a reality. Themesod t he | aw has o0a real exi st
i s constructedo6 (Maxwel |, 2011, p . 149) (cf. S
grasped and named. Whether or not these laws are just arablea@kms not matter in this context. One
example: Violence against undocumented migrants can also be found in accordance with the securitization
processSome would argue, that tleention and deportatiof people is per se a violent hcthis thes
however, & this is an acknowledged state policy, this will not be conakt@iadnal violence against
migrants.

When bringing state and violence together, most research taltsesdiate as a unified actor.
State violendhat is ordered from abe, like the described incidents in Mexicodaitybe explained this
way.But the assumptigrthat state violence always is against one victim group due topetiticalor

raci al reas ons -dawndtated actior eviiete eadseleatedpgdd @avernment elites
mobilizes and orchestrates large numbers and groups of perpetrators, building on the common motivation
of hatred agai nst an o tdbesotfitinithe comext offritdimalvioleneed t , 2 0 1 €

In contrast, Gerlacf2006) understantise statgrather thansaunified actaras a network made
up by individual persons who are operatingsidifferent state sectors, hence acting in the role of
representatives of the state (Gupta, 200@&)concept of extremely violent societies alludes to conceive
state functionaries as operators of criminal acts among other persecutddeyertpsless, as Gerlach
points outall these groupse influencedndmanipulated by state formation proce&Sedach, 2006)

This thesis focuses particularly on criminal state violence done by stalhaghrdast abuse of
a person is not done by the state itself, as it is an abstract construct, but instead by simple local officers
representing it. To ket understand and moreover categorize my empirical evideadeto find
approaches assisting me in categorizing criminal state violence. | made use of first academic literature linking
criminal (state) violence to misused state authority and secounghk bogether approaches classifying
criminal (state) violence according to its link to criminatatmstructures. What also plays an important
role is the legitimatization process of this state violence in order not to lose authority.

2.1 Crimind Violence and how it relates to Legal Violence

In every consolidated state, its representatives are enabled to execute legal state violence. This authority
given to state agents can be extended by the same, i.e. legal violence can be defornredavesulting i
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enforcement with illegal meamsn other wordsn criminal state violence

Citizens agree to a social contract with their state. They accept being ruled in exchange for law and
order. This state rule may include violence, whereas this violence is perceived as legitimate as long as it
benefits law and order.

One of the main tasksf a constitutional state is to ensure theom#dired coexistence of the
inhabitants, hence the provision of security and order. To be able to execute this task,#w# ctizens
democratic country authorize the $tatespectively the executive powfethe state, to exclusively use
violence legally in order to detain those who disturb the order and are hence a threat to common security
Hereby it is important that the violence the state is allowed to execute is perceived as just and fair by its
citizens (Funk, 2003). Therefore, what is considered a disturbance of common security is recorded as laws.
Hence, a state makes laws and has to ensure that these laws are complied with. Under these circumstances
instead of being forced to obey, civilians elfmterest and willingly do so to be protected by law and
order (LeviSack& Tyler2 009 ) . oUl ti mately, the people grant t

for the state providing securitw2p7s8m civil diso
Sateagentsan also rule by taking authority by force. Nevertheless, if a state is not seen as legitimate

by its citizens it is always in darajefalingi nt o rebel Il i on (Tyler et al. :

soci et al acceptance, any effort to institutional

(Funk, 2003, p. 1058herefore, hving legitimacy is a much more convenient apgmeghtrol people
than physical for@nd is hence sought after by the state (representatives).

Even ifa state possesses legitimacy, hence a government is elected by its citizens and officially rules
in their name, thiegitimacy can be challenged. Ating to LeviSacks® Tyler(2009), this is especially
so if state agents deform the right to legitimately execute violence and fail to implement the rule of law.
When state functionaries apply oIl awsl yunteov einnl cyr eoar
(Levi Sack# Tyler,2009, p. 360fame goes for the law enforcement. If people believe that laws will be
enforced, they are more willing to obey and comply withdh€ém.t i zens | iving in cou
corruption will continueot ask t hemsel ves why they should pay t
(Levi Sacks® Tyler,2009, p. 359).

While allowed to execute violence, state agents are also subject to the law, in other words, legal violence
has its limits. Pointing the thin line between legal and illegal violence, Cruz (2016) highlights that state
agents in Latin America continuously extend the limit to achieve a certain state policy and deal with crime.
Legitimacy assessmettigugh,are always subjective. While state agents may consider some violence as
legitimatén order to keep up law and ordzgtizens or those targeted by the violence might have a different
opinion.

Literature on Latin America suggests that, historically(fetahation) processes have been rather
violent. This violence is legitimized by state agents as needed to protect law and order: showing authority
by violent means is seen to contribute to the legitimacy of th&cstatding to Pearce (2010), mosinLat
American states are not building their legitimacy on the protection of citizeendghts absence of
crime,but on armed encounters with criminal actoeacethe existence of crime and violerRearce
(2010)calls thigeversed legitimadyp thenameof providng security for the citizens, the state responds
owith new forms of order, violently i mgaeed, to
procedures can become accepted tools. With Mexico leading the way, many Latictdunaiezahave
militarized their strategies in the name to combat crime. Miller (2018) points out that some Latin American
democracies even extended the state violence of their authoritarian predecessors. As a consequence, whole
policies can be stretchedwhout being anchored in | aw by refer
(2016) highlights in this matter the war on drugs in Mexico, in which frathetorture and extra
judicialkillings are widespread state procedures. Even thougloylllyainanystate representatives do
not question it.

To determine what could be termed as an extension of legal force, one has to know about the legitimate
use of violence, hence what is allowed in order to stop and deter criminal behavior. Slack et. al. (2016)

1 This also accounts for migrants respectivelgitinens. The Mexican state legislation has recognized undocumented migrants
asbeing equal to Mexican citizens, hence while they have to obey the Mexican law, they are also protected by it.
12 while the state refers in general to a political arrangement and its representatives in general, the governmereris changing o
the years and hence temporary.
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mention the chasing of migrant groups throbghdesert by US border patrol agents, an act that is
0scattering and separating the migrantso (p. 15)
detrillegal border crossings, it is an illegal procedure, forbidden by law because itheatiekseasf

migrants hurting themselves on the run or, due to being separated from the group, ending up alone in the
desert without orientatiohhe state agentsverstepping the boundaries of legal violence results in people
getting harmedhe study suggests that US state agents use rampant abuse and violence purposefully to
undertake border enf orcement strategiredsto oPai n,
undocumented migrationdé (Slack et. al. 2016, p.
mandated6 (Slack et. al . 2016, p . 20) are the de
interrogations e.g. to exact cornfess from suspects as well as gutigeial killings of supposedly

dangerous criminals.

Regarding thaforamentioned legitimacy, which is pivotal for the existence of a constitutional state,
representatives of the state have to justify the severeitate\against criminal behavior. Therefore, the
construction of a criminabtheib can become a driving factor in one country's security governance (Jenss,
2018). Wlence is actually legitimized by state agents by officially claiming that migmge ranesd
Gerlach points out that every violence can be justified by pointing out the dangerous character of the other
side, so that oOpeople can identify with mass vio
2006, p. 463). Continuoustgite agents create an image that needs severe measures to be done. The primary
tool, therefore, is the language about the other side, in the case of Slack et al. (2016) migrants, who are
stigmatized with the end goal to normalize forceful detention

In conclusion, we are dealing here with a cyclic phenomenon. The overstepping of the legal violence
seems to be inherent in the state apparatus of Latin American countries. State agents perceive violence to
be necessary, and hence legitimate in theitodpeg, for order and law. This extension of the legal limits
of force has to be justified and accepted by the population. State agents therefore open a public discourse
about the need for severe measures to guarantee the law.

It would be interesting tinfl out if the violence by state agents found in Tenosique is mostly an illegal
continuation of a political goal or if they are primarily acting criminally for purely private interests.

2.2 Connection between State Violen@nd Criminal Violence

There is a tendency in Latin Amefdeastate and criminal violertoebe intertwinedyhich addto
the criminal violenaan thepart of state agents. The objective of such acsmentarigmentd i s no't
a distorted understanding of public security but
(Cruz, 2016, p. 38)iterature points out thahis trend should benderstoodn the framework of
particular state formation trapates, as they wemosely connected to the evolution of criminal
organizations.

A lot of academic literature suggests that in order to grasp and delimit criminal violence executed by
state agents in the framework of a-stéteeentanglementve have to widen the perspective and take a
look at decisive state formation processes (Cruz,\illley, 2018Pearce, 201Pansters, 2018). The
statecrime network in many Latin American countries was established in the past mtrictiiyexeven
if in different appearances (Muller, 2018). The concept of extremely violent societissourges
contextualize the violence within its larger framework (Gerlach, 2006). Even though criminal violence within
an extremely violent sociayunderstood to be done by state agents not according to a paradigm of the
state but oas actors with their independent moti
of mass violence by different groups is seen as being shapedigxef state formation. In the case
of the criminal violence in Latin Amefifee ar ce (2010) argues that 0in
trajectory of thestafeor mat i on process which has facilitated
Cruz (2016) highlights, that the participation of state agents in the production of criminal violence has to
be ascribed to the oOparticular mode of state deyv
statecrime network when dismantling dipe state formation processes. It will be interesting to find out
about the evolution of organized crime in Mexico and the role of the state hereby.



Over the yearsWesterrcentric approachesvhich haved[a] flawed assumption about state
uni foraytyd0 XN, p. 33 39izefishllmengric stéear i Il idn ey @fol deme s
have been challenged by a wide range of academics (Stanilang,Zt®/erkoren & Kamphuis, 2013
Jude, 2018All these researchers claim that thefggan statbuilding template has not been successfully
transferred to other regions, not because the stategehimvgass through the historical process, but
because they hadestincthistorical and geographical conditions (Verkoren & Kamphuis, \A01(&)
acknowledging thatanyLatin Americarstates havdeveloped differently, we can recognize that many
countries havgone through a political transformation framhoritarianism to democratic governance
but the stat@ here never possessed the monopoly on violence in the first place, like the European model
suggests (Muller, 2018). Hereby the monopoly was not legsidinstalled wrongly; it was always
knowingly shared with criminal retlate actors, awilingdesi on by state functiona
built implicit alliances with local landowners, caciques and political bosses to preserve the authority of the
status quo. Rather than see this as a loss or absence of the monopoly on violences hastimewtat
aspired to exercise such a monopoly, welcoming these indirecttefanoss 2010, p. 298).

In many Latin American countries, general state formation processes were closely entangled with the
rise of criminal groups. Even though demadrediitutionswere installed, the authoritarian elite and their
networks were na@rasedCruz, 2016). Alliancegrecreated to retain territorial supremabis waythe
powerof the state elite was secured. Hence, political prasticksaghe mongoly of violence) are
executed outside the framework of what is percei
democracy owas broughto to Lat i n ,lkendientelisnaand c ount
opat rbaseamltel systemsoé (Cruz, 2016, p. 377) did n
transform the ways in which the state relates to its citizens, provides security and upholds the legal order
because they could not tr@mearsgotrunat(es uvihcel e noccead i (
implementation of democracy in some Latin American countries lead even to a rise of violence. Pearce
(2010) highlights the fact that democratic processes of state formation foster violence rather than diminish
it.

The close ties between state and dfithgrevaistoday. This is adding to the ptemaeof criminal
violence irLatin Americal'he alliance goes beyond the mere coveringupfernamt e cr i mi nal s,
of these activities are coordinated from police stations, mayoral offices, parliamentary seats, and even
presidenti al p a | aTbeeswté is oCustuagrger indb Ot Al€og prirparyperpedr&or .
of crime These coalitions of state and-state actors with political as well as criminal intarestalled
crimgovernance manifestationised byansters (2018). It is a productiiusimnto accompsh specific
goalsViolence is part of thisnexhre o cr i mi nal stated6 gains from t
human beings (Pearce, 2010). It will be interesting to investigate what this connection between state and
crime looks like in MexicAre the characteristid® Tenosiqueepresentative of the overall statme
Nexus in Latin America?

Surveysndicatethat an estimated average of over 40% of Latin American citizens distrust state
representatives, especially police forces (Cruz, 2 $late legitimacy is challengetleast because of
the statecrime entanglement.

Instead of carrying a penattymes of criminals, be it state agents themselves or their civil partners,
are covered up by the stathe covering up does not only refer to an absent investigation and the high
impunity rateWhile seeking legitimastate representatives search for culprits to blame. In the context of
the statecrime networkthe statédentifiescriminals, particulanypung men (gang members, etc.) and gets
its legitimacy over the claim to combat them, while the big criminal players are spared, as they form part of
the state alliances (Pearce, 2010). Pearceef@flabithat in countries like Honduras and El Salyador
where the official debate attributes most of the violence to young gang members, actually less than 10% of
the homicidesan be attributedtothem concl udi ng t hat oOthe source of
be in more sophisticated transnationalee sy ndi cates often enjoying val
299). Pearce (2010) arguestthiatresults imegligencen the part of the stata addressing criminal
behaviorl eadi ng to the ounrule of | aw eism o avwtld rpqgr a2
174)This leads again to the fact that the boundaries of legal violence are being stretched against small scale
criminalqcf. chapter 2.1). The result isjtistification of thesevere measumagh new policies. Examples

Bcruz (2016) states that the only exceptions are Chile, Costa Rica and Uruguay.
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in LatinAmerica are various-salled zero tolerance policies.

It would be interesting to investigate if the Mexican state is not only engaging in violence directly
but also covering up the criminal behavior of its allies in Tenosique and hence contriripegoett
uation of criminal violence against undocumented migrants.
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Chapter 3 Research Strategy

A researcher ought to clarify which evidence (from who and from where) are perceived as valid
indicators for the key variables (which are named iBs#zeclyuestiols) (de Vaus, 2001). Hence, this
chapter illustrasethe data collectingnd analyzing process in detail and is moreover refldutisg
processe®utfirst, it will begin by introducinte overall research approach as well as hesedhods.

Thisthesis is laid out as a case sthdframeworlof which is aatasetcompiled usingualitative
methods. The reseanslasconducted in an inductive manndsetame acquainted with the phenomena
on the ground before theories helpedanenderstanthe observations made(Creswell, 2018e Vaus,

2001).

Casestudies are first and foremost intensive observations of a phenomena and/or event (Yin, 2014
Creswell, 2013). As thikservatiortan benadeusingdifferent models, it is important to state that here
thata o0detailed examination of a single exampled
of this single case study can later be used to padwiplethesis for other caset Flvyljerg, 2006).

I'n the vein of a case study, dkegpttah dhaul & odd ec
involve omultiple sources of i anduahe neseardsoetiable.( Cr e s w
To the contraryas many adamics think, a case study research is not limited to qualitative methods (Yin,
2014). Nevertheless, | chose qualitative methods as tools to obtain the data requireehogstiersib
The qualitative approach perceives all stories to be of valug,tlegesis just one example. Hence it
oempowers the individual s 6 inghearckesemekrolw.WjthinZhe tbadbpx p. 4
of qualitative research, and with respect to the required triangulation, literature study and (participant)
observation were chosen to be valid methods (Yin, 2014).

The main part of my data set was acquired through participant observation and notes from informal
conversationsiaving been on the ground for over 12 months thetigods are fit to explore theeias
i t s -lifé coatariporary boud e d s vy st e (@Greswell,e2013,tp.i 9if)eadd provide atefith
coverageAs suchmost of the time | did not just use direct but rather participant observation (Yin, 2014).
Working within the humanitarian space of a migrant skdiieh is a very political spdagot to know
the basic facts about the situation of the migrantharmmbtential aggressors through my warker
ethnographic work on the emotions of immobilized migrafisdy A. Vogt (2012) argues that the
experiencef living in a Mexican migrant shelter and becoming immobile avek#r great insigiirto
the migrant experiencalot only did | getsignificantinsight into the actaretwork structures due to
informal conversationisut | myselfexperienatthe proneness to criminal violence by part of the state on
many times.

3.1The Data Set

At first, interacting with my daset was a very challenging undertaking. | left Mexico with a
considerable set of notes but, as | have to admit, not with a very structured one. Durjhguinyasthy
focused on my role as a social worker, a facatisgdthe research to fade from the spotlight. Nevertheless,
as | had still written down many notes during work meetings, kept a personal as well as work journal and
had many more memories iyndmayamifmom k hédpplBa et dt @
Soon | realized that | wanted to focus on colleettigenceof the relation between state
representatives and abuses against migkaatemic articles | read contemporaneously helped me to
figure out an interesting questioable to be answered by the data at hand and fit to guide a research paper.
Before coming to speak about the data cohexgiwell as analgprocess, | briefly want to come
back to finish converting tambiguous notions inherent in the main questiowvalues, whose collection
by the chosen methods becomes comprehermblaus, 2001).

3.11 Operationalization

The research question guiding this themi¢ainsthree very abstract notions: state, criminal
violence and undocumented migrants. As these concepts are charged with many, defngions
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important step texplain the meaning that tttiesis ascribés the termsWhile the tersistatas well as
criminal violemae been broadly discussed and broken down in the previous chapter, and therefore will be
addressed here only marginally, the conndptumented migrads furtheexplanation

Throughout this thesighe term migrant refers todocumented migharise with McNevin, |
refer to this term onot in the sense of peopl e
example, have rights to cross borders under international law, regardless of their documentation. | use the
term rather to refer to those people whose movements are increasingly cast as illegitimate and/or unwanted
(é)oé (2013: 183). While other foreignersfeapresent
rejecion. They can only entddexicowith a passportand in the Central American countgesting a

passport is expensive, whi c WhiléeMcNevih gpeakscohiyegytae op | e
migrants| preferthe termundocumentside further states that some irregularg r dave ©osséd
borders o6illegall yd, (@01B:1183). Rribclpaly tisis tHesisvspeaks of peodet a y €

who have not yet received any document. This fact can be ascribed to the geographical location where the
empirical resedrevas carried out. It is just not possible to apply for documents before reaching Tenosique.
Moreover, if peopleaddocuments, they could easily adapt to another travelingustylassng busses

legally. There are particular vulnerabilities restritimg being undocumente@amarillo (2018) for

instance argues that migrants are an easy target for organized crime if their status is undocumented as
criminals (e.g. bus drivers who extort them) count on their fear to report the crimes to state agents.

While the ternstate ageobsnprises many professianghisempirical research it is exclusively
used to refer to agents of the migration police, military personal, local police officers and employees at the
localpublic attorney s  0As mosbfehe executive officers wear unifgrthey were recognizable for
me as well as for my informaitiscontrast to other state agents like police officers, agents of the migration
police weraisuallytransferredrom elsewhere in Mexiand did not origialy come from the areahich
made it easier fowcal villagers to recognize

This research focussesainuse®f intentional physicahd/or psychological violence where a
victim (group) and an aggressor (group) can be ideftifieds incontrast to indirect violence, which
doesnot target specific individualyiminal violeisckeenceunderstood to be firgtf all, direct personal
violence and secondlg violent act that is against the law and implies certain consequences (Derriennic,
1972 Galtung & Hoivik, 1971).

In order to narrow down the possible violent crimes, | usesbisration questions of thieelter
as a guideline. TRermalities of the shelter require the migrant togakt in a questionnaire before being
allowed to pagsto the sheltefThe interrogation is doffi@ security reasons as well as for the staff to
know how to best address the needs of the arrived person. Ehevefgrperson is asked to name the
reasons for his/her departure and possible incidents of criminal violence on the way to the shelter. This
thesis, just as the questionnaire of the migrant shelter, considers a range of incidents to be categorized as
criminal violencephysical(e.g. beatings, assault, theft, abduction,arapa&bductiof or non-physical
aggressiofverbal aggression, extortifraud.

3.1.2 Collectionand Sampling

The key elements of thataset were not chosen based on criteria involving the informants, but

according to the information they were tharrying
tradition of a purposef ul -schcecagethat begt pravigeinsighaiatd | Il
the research questions and (..) convT mhessetoritshe auc

werecollected in and around Tenosique from January to Decembére?b&r withessed them myself
or theyweretold to meby migrants themselves, colleagues, local community members. In the following
sectionthe locations and the informants of these informathrstories will be introduced.
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The migrant sheltel.a72 in
Tenosiquavasmy bas during the whole
investigation andas the primarpcation
of data collectioh The municipality has
always been an important transit junction.

Since its foundation in 2011 until the end
of 2017 the shelter has received over
70.000 persons, making it one of the most
commonly passed throughmigrant
shelters in Mexico. Every gapund 100
up to even 500 people are hosted inside
the shelter. Besides various dormitories
(subdivided for men, women
unaccompanied minors and LGBT
members) a large kitchen area, a huge
backyard, a small pharmacy and office area
and the internationaINGO Doctors
Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontieres (#S#gsed inside the shelter (employed by a social worker,
a plysician and two psychologidPicture 3 shows the entrance area of the shelter with the office area on
the right, and in picture 4 we can see the dining hall and a part of the Backydhedr introduce the
shelter, | want to use a quote by Oscatihdarabout the same migrant shelter which has written in the
year that | was also present there.

OEI albergue, como todos, no es un hotel ¢
Sopa de pollo, pasta, frijoles, lo q&s albuodar donde hay horarios para levantarse y acostarse. Donde, cuan
casa llena, se dormira en colchonetas en el suelo, cuerpo contra cuerpo. Hay necesidades en los albergt
miles de personas cada afio y dependerPdeodoradhmrgsies como este son, sobre todo, espacios donde los r
vuel ve s (Martinez Q. ,R017)ar 6

Pic. 3: Entrance area of the Migrant SHeAf2.

During the first three monthene of my
main tasks waggisteringnigrants when they firs™
arrived, the process which | already referred in ths:
previous section. Reading between the lines ""
essential here, not only in order to detect smug
but also todetectabusedhat migrans would not
openly talk about. Bdsis registration worked on
pharmacy dutguring blisters as well as handing
medicine and clothel addition,| supervised the
communication area (receiving phone calls
recording internet turns). All in all, | dpey first
months in close oapany with the other peopl Y
staying at the shelter, while sitting and chaPic. 4: Dining Hall of the Migrant Sheltat 2
together at lunch and nighttime or while cu =
blisters of strangeitsearing stories about their journey.

After my time as eegulawvolunteer and beforeblegan to work ithe humanitarian assistance
sector, | replaced a colleague for 2 months in the human rights sector and contempgemasiorly
presentations in several border communities (12 to be exact).

14|n 2011 the shelter was founded by the Franciscan Ordigr. to the founding, there was increase in people crossing the
municipality as well as several severe mofdaigrants in the southern region as well as in other parts of Mexico. Noteworthy

is without doubt the massacre of 72 migrants in August 2010 who were slaughterethan@arSEete of Tamaulipas, in the

north of Mexico. The Shelter was named in remembrance of the 72hopla 0t he mi gr ammentohes,l t er 6 o
this shelter is being addressed.

50The shelter |ike many ot hers, is not a |luxury fiodeasel . It i
beans, depending on what is available. It is a place where there is a schedule for getting up and going tavlesn. vihielace,

there is dull house, one has to sleep on mattresses on the floor, body next to body. There are many needs in the shelters, because
they host thousands of people every year, and because they completely rely on donations. But slaetichehteethiks places

where migrants are able to breathe againdé (free transl atio
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In the area of human rights, the shelter provides asdistamgents during their asylum process
as well as during their denouncement procetheecases of violence that had been detected during the
initial registration proceagre banneledo thesame human rights departméfy.job was to inform the
people about their right to denounce the abuse and to appiye farmanitarian visa. If issued, a
humanitarian visa first acknowledges the fact that the person had been abused on Mexican territory and
second allows her/him to stay in the country fasragds the case has not been closed. Nevertheless, we
also informed the people that it is unlikely for the state to issue these humanitarian visas. Still, a lot of people
handed in their application and waited for up to half a year to get the resporgsérdéwhole process,
we accompanied them.

Of course, some stories of abuses were never told. One time, during my first months, | was
conducting thentrance interviewi t h a woman who had just arrived Vv
how, but Inoticed that something was not quite right. Still, | had to ask her several times until she finally
told me that she had been raped. Eventhad a hard time convincing her to agree to go to the physician
In many other casege found out about th&ase days later when people approached us voluntarily. Talking
to other people in th&helteinspired confidende our work.

At the same timégave small presentations (cf. pic. 5), in front of updorBthunity members,
containing stories about the shelter and the vulnerability of the migrants, vdadyghssughtheir
villages (all along teePedregalite, cf. again Map 3). This was done ioagh&xtof the monthly church

s service in the villes. The shelter, being a
Catholic institution itself, has strong ties to
the local Franciscan church. Therefore, the
priestsFray Bernardo and Fray Maasigreed
to take me with them and donate some time
of the church service for our request. After
my pesentation, which was mainly about
how the villagerscould help the passing
migrants(whatthey legally could and could
not do)l handed out our phone numbers and
T people were given the opportunity to ask
= gquestions and raise concerns. During these
talks | gained a lot of information from the
local population.The gal was to raise
awareness as welltagraduallyuild ties withthe border communities. One Saturday afterrsoman
arrived at the shelter tellinghis cousin, who had been raped on the way, stayed behind in the village
Guadalupe Victdqdh Map 3Wwith her kids, unable to continue to walk.ikVmediately gottimthe car.
Seeing me, the family who had taken her in, told me they attended my presentation. This was a breakthrough
moment confirming the importance of building ties with the locals.

Pic. 5: Preéentation in a Communi
L R

For the last 7 months of my stay | managedtinganitarian assistance sector. That included the
health area (working together WitBF, managing the pharmacy, asking for donations in the local hospitals,
managing hospital stays), the cleanliness area @fiekitige implementation of communal clg@nand
the communication area (set up a work schedule). The main part though was the coordination of the food
area. Besides looking for donations and buying food there was the coordination of thtaKitéhere
were serving every day more or less 200 plates per meal, there needed to be two well orghdided teams.
not have as much time as | lading thdirst months to sit and chat, but | got in touch with people who
stayed longer. Most people who veenployed in the kitchen were either awaiting their asylum or visa
process.Although welid notalways sgk about the abuses, theycamédps e deti enen a pe
demas. Y, poco a poco, hablard CMemtanrez, 2017).

Working in ahelter 6 days a wegdur lifecomes taevolve completely around issues happening
there. Whreasat the beginningstayed inside the shelter, after three months | was asked by thdalirect
move out into an apartment in to@ifor psychological helalteasons. | lived together with othare
permanenteam members and we certainly talked every evening about our experiences. Besides, we had

16t is very important to act and initiate a medical procedure to prevent pregnancy and diseases within the first fi2hours afte
crime has occurred.
70 They stop to think of everything else. And Ilittle by 1lit
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weekly team meetmgvhere special severe cases were discussaualst alsomention the personal
conversation had with Dian8MunozAlba, head of the human rights department, to clear some questions.
This was an informal conversation and not recorded but written down.

3.1.3 Analysisand Presentation

In order b analyze my collected data by chtysmmries, relevant themes and categories had to be
created (Creswell, 2013¢nce thenext step was to code the empirical-skit@according to the ways in
which the state (through its representatives) is participating in and caitiltitninal vitence against
migrants (Yin, 2014).

As said before, | had written down basically every story illustrating the treatment/demeanor of
undocumented migrants/of local people/authorities in and around Tenosique. First, | created different sec-
tions according tthe sourceandlocationdrom whichl acquired the informationotes of participant obser-
vation/informal conversations at the migrant shelter/digbiatatmnegrsation withMRiana Albahead
of human rights depaamnudield nottesm conversations with community members

Next, Icreatedtategories. By colooding | brought together cases that had similar characteristics.
Testimonies indicating how migrants had bleasecnd/or beaten by th&M would be colored in blue
and namednlawful detention proedueneasases showing the involvement of state repagiges in
human trafficking would be marked in yellow and neamachodification of migtants

Simultaneously startedanextensive literatureview Besides reading academic artiwdson-
centrated on and categorized criminal violence by state representatives (most importantly Cruz (2016) and
Muller (2018)) | read newspaper articles and human rights papers to complement and compare my evidence.
Furthermore, | read articles especiafigarating on state violence in Mexico. | realized that in order to
understand thentire pictureof my case, | had to pay tribute to the coritexthich it is situateg¥in,

2014).

Thanks to theombinatiorof empirical data and academic articlasatedtwo themes encom-
passing thaforanentioned categoriesate agents extending the limits of legal forc@racticing un-
lawful detention) anctiminal violence linked to a statecrime network (commaodification of migrants,
covering up crimes).

The last steprasthe presentation of the datet in the form of a text, where it is used to support
theories and statements and ultimédedypswethe research questio@hapter 4 illustrasthe ways/cat-
egories in which state agents execute criritteice in Tenosiquiirét sub-question). Contemporane-
ously, the empirical findings will be conigitedvithin thehistorical andontemporargonnectios be-
tween the state and crime/violence in Mesieoond subquestion). Chapter 5 concenteabn how the
state is eventually proceeding with denounced cases of criminal violence, hence looking infdlexidence
state contributing to the perpetuation of criminal violence against undocumented thigiasub-(
guestion).

As a case study demands, the author has to illustrate thedeasie fior the reader to get the
feeling as if he was there (Creswell, 2013, p. 199). As | did not record interviews, | cannot provide quotes.
Nevertheless, the categories will be represaitggdsignificant evidence and stories and if applicable com-
pared to findings made by other authors. Hereby, as presemnted myself agsesearcher to my inform-
ants, | will not use names, except the ones of my former colleagues.

3.2 Reflection

Field research in the framework of social sciences always comprises ethical implizptioms and
imbalance between the researcher and the informEmgshay be even more pronounced wheridle f
researcksdone in a context that is not your owniaradiditionally highly tense, politycd well as sodial
Moreover, lie fact that played the part of a researcher only margivhilgh certainly influenced my
objectivity, should not pass unheeded. Hence, devoting a section to a reflectiemfitiaé research
becomes necessary.

A weak point of this research is certainly the fact that the notes were not written down in a
systematic and regular manmich resulted in the fact that the categorization of the data at the end took
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a lot of time and effortBeing on the ground, | realized very quickly that the research and questionnaire |
had designed before my internship had started was not meeting theveesalitying a hard time figuring

out how to change my research topic and congpne® questionnaire for that mather| started to
concentrate more and more on the practical work | was fulfilling at the shelter. Still, | continued to take
notes on the issues that most shocked me, which called on my sense of justica dine/asawlof

these more persomatherthan academic notélsatl set up my data sheet.

I n general, oqualitative research is frequel
justification of the methods adopted, lack of transparency inatifgcahprocedures and the findings
being merely a collection of personal opinions
AccordingtoNo bl e & Smit h, a snagxadaergd teesr twa ne nfsailrleow hée
f i ndR0iy s B4Al(these strategies are aiming at a continuously critical reflection of the @searcher
own bias. Laying open every step of the research, like it has been done in the course of this chapter, and
unfolding its weaknesses at this point, Woesliminate thémitationsbut neverthelessirther validates
it by means of transparency and consistency.

The way in whicmigrants at the shelter perceived me, and moreover spoke to me, was certainly
accompanied by a power imbalaieeas first ad foremost the imbalance betweenas é&eam member
and a opassing visitordé, the di s etpamifolnottkeepingm bet w
up the shelter rules and these who werbeing reprimanded. | was for instance, together waigh ot
colleagues, responsible for the eviction of many persons (reasons could be illicit businesses, grave insults,
violence etc.Dftentimes, feelings @ity or sympathy in some cases made us actemierglyin the face
of violatbns ofthe shelter rak, specificalhn thepart of unaccompanied minors. In order for that not
to happen continuously, was very important to remind ourselves not to see migrants as victims. |
personally had teemindmyselfmany timesiot to idealize the people who tsardfered a lot and still
continued to stand on their feet.

Reynol ds teteaearengarticipantalso exercises power in terms of actively selecting the
information they wil!/l ma k e a Rexaghizanp Img owenh e r e s
people told me stories of thalwusethey may havexpected something in return, although it was not
pronounced (cf. Reynolds, 2002). As | got to know the people who provided me with stories on a personal
as well aprofessiondkvel, | did nobelieve everything thiatvas toldl n  t h power and authdrity
rested with me because | had ultimate cootret the selection, interpretation and analysis of the
i nformati on t HRayholds, B08p 30%).ndeed| Iditendsudspeted exaggeratibam
aware of the fact that just because someone lied to me in respect to the fulfillment of the kitchen duties,
for instancegoes not imglthat heor she would also lie when it comes to their violent story. But | know
forafact hat people someti mes used to |ie to the at
them Ad s i mp | e,dor exampldy ometimes turned artarmed robbery. Of course, that does not
meanthat everybody lied. In fact, | think a small nitindid and does sBut this again caused a loss of
my obijectivityStill, | only used stories here where | had more insights and where | found the storyteller to
be trustworthy. In the end, | did not include many stories because of my bias towasgtettedlipg
them.

On the other hand, and in respect to positive effects of being an engaged researcher,d guess that
lotofr esear c her s mdngissieddressed heeca b don 6t take their eve
The shelter is famousnang investigators and journalists. As a fact, many migrants are suspicious of
journalists and investigators. Interviews focusing on a sensitive issue like violent encounters are very delicate.
As they are asked to answer at a moment's notice peopleewxplesenced violence might not be willing
to take part in an interview. It might even recreate the hell they have been through (cf. Bibler Coutin, 2005).
The overall guest i chow npghtd leedefit &dm this® Yiou gedyour artickey was 0
research, but how is this helping me?dé Once in a
his/her violent encounters. And in dleeases, it was not done with the purpose in mind to use the notes
for my research. Referring again tolawal« of data collectiongne reason | decided not to conduct
interviews was certaitdgcause | did netant to be perceived by my migrant fellows this way. By talking
to people on a daily basis, stories came up, told voluntarily or in referencapiolitta¢ion procedure.

Besides the power imbalance and the fragmented obijectivity, the additional fact of me being a
foreign person and moreover a woman certaaiynplications for how and which stories were told to
me A reftexive understanding odvger relations between the researcher and research participant in social
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