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1. Introduction 

1.1 Framework 

Migration is a process that is strongly interlinked with the lives of people. For centuries people have 

moved from one place to the other for various reasons. Moving from one place to another frequently 

concerned a developmental process. Development in one area and the lack of such in another could 

provide migration patterns. This connection of development with migration has always been a point 

of discussion (de Haas, 2008). My research focuses on this relationship, and contribute to the 

continuing discussion of the relationship between migration and development. By doing so, the 

themes ΨŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƳƛƎǊŀǘŜΩ, ΨperceptionΩ and ΨŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩ are connected. 

The theme ́ aspiration to migrate´ plays a central role in this research. The aspiration to migrate 

expresses the interest someone has to migrate. How much interest a person has to migrate can be 

influenced by several factors. According to the works of Jørgen Carling, these factors can include 

social, economic, political and cultural aspects (Carling, 2002). All these aspects are visible in any 

country and in any place, only the level of influence they have on the aspiration of a person can 

differ. Hence the aspiration to migrate can be seen as a dynamic and complex process which is 

dependent on place, person and the above mentioned factors. 

The interest people have to migrate is also based upon which perception people have of places. The 

perceptioƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǾƛǎǳŀƭƛȊŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ΨƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƳŀǇΩΦ  

ά¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƳŀǇ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎΣ ƻǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎΣ 

preference for different parts of the world and is an example of one approach that uses the mapping 

paradigm for the examination of our internal understanding of the world in which we live (our 

ŎƻƎƴƛǘƛǾŜ ƳŀǇύέ ό.ŜƭƭΣ нллфύΦ  

¢Ƙƛǎ ΨƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƳŀǇΩ can create a perception of countries as the United States and Canada as places of 

great prosperity for example. A perception based upon the internal understanding of the world we 

live in (Bell, 2009). According to Carling (2002) this mental map can be influenced by several factors, 

whereby foreign policy is one of the factors that can be of influence. One way foreign policy has 

influence is by the means of development aid. Development aid can have several goals, the 

development aid of the European Union for instance has a special focus on employment issues, 

demographic developments and governance to address the root causes of migration (European 

Commission, 2013). Hence the foreign policy of countries can use development aid to influence the 

ΨƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƳŀǇΩ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ and by doing so influence the aspiration to migrate. This shows the important 

link foreign policy of countries has with the aspiration to migrate and development. What ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΩǎ 

influence is on development aid and subsequently the influence on the aspiration of people to 

migrate is important to understand. 

This directly shows the importance of the third theme ΨdeveƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǿƛǘƘ 

the influence development aid can have on the lives of people. As development aid is one of the 
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tools by foreign policy to influence the perception and aspiration to migrate my research focuses on 

this type of development. 

To connect these themes a research area has been selected where the three themes are present in 

everyday life and where people are likely to be influenced by these factors. Hence the area of 

research is located in the Philippines.   

The Philippines is a country with influences from Western and Asian culture. In the past it has been 

colonized by Spain and later on by the United States of America. It is also a country which adapted 

the English language broadly and where the Catholic religion is the main religion. The Philippines is a 

country located in the southeast of Asia and consists of 7,107 islands which are characterized into 

three main geographical divisions: Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao. The capital city of the Philippines is 

Manila. The Philippines has a population of over 99 million (Commission on Population, 2013) 

whereby the largest number of people live in Metro-Manila, an agglomeration of cities which form a 

dense connected network. The population of the Philippines has shown a great growth in recent 

years. In 1970 the population consisted of 36.7 million people, 40 years later this number has almost 

tripled. The median age remains to be rather young: In 2010 the median age was 23 years old. The 

working age population consists of approximately 57 million people. Concerning migration, the 

Philippines shows to be a country which culture and policy are strongly interlinked with migration. 

aŀƴȅ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфтлΩǎ ǘƘŜ CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ 

labor export as a development strategy (Lindio-aŎDƻǾŜǊƴΣ нллпΤ ¸ŀƴƎΣ нллпΤ hΩbŜƛƭΣ нллпύΦ These 

characteristics ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ΨƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩ make it a suitable and important country to conduct my 

research on. To conduct my research I focused on a single development aid project in the Philippines. 

This project is located in the city of Baler, Aurora: The ΨSabutan ProduŎǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ [ƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩ.  

The ΨSabutan Productiƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ [ƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩ is one of the many development aid projects in 

the Philippines. It is a project funded by Filipinos overseas partly living in Hawaii with the goal to 

improve the lives of people in Baler. As each development aid project has its own targets it wants to 

meet, it is interesting to see what those targets are and with what means those targets are 

constructed. Because development aid can have a direct effect on social, economic, cultural and 

political factors. But aside of the direct effect also an indirect effect can occur: Particularly how 

development aid can contribute to a ´mental map´ of a ΨŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƛŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ countryΩ which 

then can generate an aspiration for people to migrate. Connecting the themes of ´development́, 

´perception´, and ´aspiration to migraté . This shows my main point of research where the goals of 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƛŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

lives and their perception and aspiration. It gives a new view on the aspiration to migrate, the role 

development aid has in this process and the way we look towards the relationship between 

migration and development.  

 

1.2 Societal & Scientific Relevance 

Migration is a subject that is relevant in current society. After the events of 9/11 several challenges 

originated which involved a new set of political and social uncertainties which previously did not play 
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a significant role. These uncertainties, such as terrorism, spread of diseases (e.g. SARS) and the 

impact of climate change on refugees, introduced a new dimension of debate about migration policy. 

This has contributed to often extreme populist debates about migratory movements and provided 

support to people which considered international population mobility an area which could have 

negative effects on national and international security (Inglis, 2007). New ideas about how we should 

look towards migration are developed and new policies are made. But this policy is mainly focused 

on how it can play a central role in migration and give more control on migration. By doing so the 

matter of how development aid is perceived in a developing country and the consequences is not the 

primary focus of this policy: Not much attention is paid to the side-effect of the policy. Still, some 

research has been done by the European Union regarding this topic. Under the name ƻŦ Ψ9ǳƳŀƎƛƴŜΩ 

research is realized ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ άǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ Ƙƻǿ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ 

ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ό9ǳƳŀƎƛƴŜΣ нлмоύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ 

perception of people living in Europe to see if they have an aspiration to migrate. However, the direct 

connection between development aid and perception and aspiration has not been made. This project 

focuses solely on the perception of human rights and democracy rather than trying to discover the 

perception of countries and migration. My project can contribute to the understanding of the 

perception of people towards countries and the aspiration to migrate. In case of the Philippines it is 

very interesting because this country is focused on migration and looking abroad for possibilities. 

How Europe and other countries are perceived because of the foreign policy of those countries 

would be interesting to understand.  

  The scientific relevance of my research focuses on the continuing discussion that has taken place 

the past decades. The relationship between development and migration has always been a subject of 

discussion and the views differentiated between seeing a positive relationship or a negative 

relationship. Researchers see the benefits development can have for reducing migration but there 

are also scholars that think that development not necessarily contributes to the reducing of 

migration and that migration has a positive influence on development in general (Papademetriou, 

1985). Although in the years there have been several researches, no decisive agreement has been 

made on this relationship. My research can contribute to this discussion by focusing on the 

importance of aspiration. The aspiration to migrate which is based on a diverse amount of factors is 

interesting to understand. The aspects of this aspiration to migrate brings a new dimension of 

discussion in the scientific debate of the relationship between migration and development. 

Another ongoing discussion is the influence socio-cultural factors have on migration dynamics 

(Jónsson, 2008). Massey (1998) argues that research on migration traditionally has been inspired by 

the neo-classical economics approach, which has led that research mainly have been focused on 

economic disparities. Especially when having a context of migration in developing countries, which 

often have unpredictable economic markets and structural constraints on migration, this type of 

research becomes problematic (de Haas, 2008; Carling, 2002). By focusing my research on which 

influence the socio-cultural factors have on migration, this shows the relevance of other factors than 

an only economic approach. The contribution of social factors brings us to the importance of 

ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨƭƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΩ ƻŦ hƭǿƛƎ ŀƴŘ {ǄǊŜƴsen (2002) shows the importance of 

migration aspirations and immobility in a society. The importance of the aspiration to migrate lies in 

the distinction that has frequently been made of migration and non-migration. The aspiration to 
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migrate shows the more complex nature of migration. Carling (2002) shows the possibility of wanting 

to migrate but not being able to do so next to the distinction of migration and non-migration. 

Because the aspiration to migrate shows the importance of social and cultural factors and makes the 

distinction of wanting to migrate and not being able makes this view on migration scientifically very 

important. Jørgen Carling has shown a new perspective on migration which is a great addition on 

previous research on migration. By focusing this research on migration while using the perspectives 

of Carling important information about migration dynamics is obtained.  

 

1.3 Objective 

The objective for my research is to gain knowledge about the relationship between development aid 

and the aspiration to migrate to a country in order to contribute to conceptual and policy debates on 

the relation between migration and development. Particularly how development aid contributes to 

the perception of certain countries which influences the aspiration to migrate is the focus of my 

research.  

 

1.4 Research Model 

Figure 1. Research model.  
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The research model shows the two main parts of my research. The first part is a literature study and 

the second part is the use of the case study ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨSabutan Production Center 

Livelihood ProjectΩΦ The literature study consists of the development aid policy of various popular 

Filipino receiving countries and a literature study of the socio economic context of the Philippines. 

With what means development aid is distributed by popular Filipino destination countries is 

answered in the first part of the literature study. The second part of the literature study examines 

the Philippines and the factors which are of influence on emigration in the Philippines including 

development aid. This provides a view on the national distributed development aid and on the 

factors which are of influence on migration on a national scale. Following this the case study 

examines the subject of development aid and the factors which are of influence on the emigration of 

Filipinos. Only now by looking on a local scale: The development aid project in Baler. For this case 

study an existing theory is used and tested by the use of individual and group interviews and an 

observation. The conclusion combines the results of the case study and the results of the literature 

study.  

 

1.5 Research Questions 

To conduct research on this subject I have divided my research in five questions: one main question 

and four sub-questions. The four sub questions together provide the information needed to answer 

the main question. aȅ Ƴŀƛƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎΥ ΨTo what extent does development aid contribute to the 

tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƳƛƎǊŀǘŜ to a countryΚΩ  

The four belonging sub-questions are:  

 

- ́ Which countries provide development and with what means is development aid distributed?´ 

This sub-question looks primarily at the countries providing development aid and which factors are of 

influence on providing development aid.   

 

- Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ƛƳŀƎe do Philippine people have of a certain country?Ω 

This sub-question looks at the perception Filipinos have of other countries. Do people have a very 

positive image of countries and which factors influence this kind of perception?  

 

- ΨLƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳŀƎe of Philippines people influenced ōȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƛŘΚΩ  

To see what influence development aid has on the perception of people is what this question gives 

answer to. Aside of the, by answering the second sub-question, several factors of influence on the 

perception of other countries this question shows the exact influence of development aid.  

 

- Ψ5ƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ certain countries encourages the ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƳƛƎǊŀǘŜΚΩ  

The answers on the second and third sub-question provides the information needed to answer this 

question. Is the perception people have of countries also an influence on the aspiration to migrate?  
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The assumption ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǎΥ Ψ5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƛŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ perception 

of certain countries of a place to migrate to, which stimulates the aspirations to migrate to these 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΦΩ    

 

1.6 Overview 

My report on the relationship between migration, development and aspiration to migrate begins by 

explaining the theory that I have used. Following this the method for my research gives a clear view 

on how I have implemented my interviews and the observations and how this has been beneficial for 

my research. ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ΨwŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ aŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΩ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜs information considering my internship, The 

Commission on Filipinos Overseas, and the development aid project where I have conducted my 

research. Chapter 4 focuses on development aid. What can be considered as development aid and 

what kind of policy regarding development aid is used by the top destination countries of Filipinos? 

Most essentially I examine the motives behind development aid. This answers my first sub-question. 

Chapter 5 looks at the socio-economic situation of the Philippines and the concrete effect of 

development aid. What effect does development aid concretely have on the Philippines and in what 

extent are the social, economic, cultural and political factors of influence on the aspiration to 

migrate? Or are there already signs that show that development aid is an influence on the aspiration 

to migrate? The next chapter focuses on the case study itself. Where the previous chapter has looked 

to the influence development aid has on a national scale the case study looks at the influence on a 

local scale. The chapter is divided in four sections: ́ The people of Baleŕ, ́ Perception of countrieś, 

`Development aidΥ ¢ƘŜ Ψ{ŀōǳǘŀƴ tǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ [ƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩ´ and ́The aspiration to 

migraté . The four sections represent an introduction to my research area and the three remaining 

sub questions. Hence the influence of development aid on people´s lives and their perceptions are 

examined. Where the last section asks the question if people´s aspiration is influenced by the local 

development aid project. The final results of my research are explained in chapter 7: Connecting the 

knots: Development, Perception and Aspiration. The factors of influence on providing development 

aid and the concrete (national) effect of development aid are combined with the results of the case 

study. This provides the essential data for the conclusion and answers the main question of my 

research.  
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2. The theoretical perspectives on aspiration and migration 

2.1 Introduction 

To be able to thoroughly discuss the themes ´aspiration to migrate´, ´development´ and ´perception´ 

a research of the theoretical background of these themes is needed. The first section focuses on the 

relationship between migration and development. Mainly the influence of the different factors 

comes to light. This is followed ōȅ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ !ōƛƭƛǘȅ ƳƻŘŜƭ´ of Carling (2002), a 

previously mentioned model which connects the three themes of my research. With this information 

ǘƘŜ ά!ǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƻŘŜƭέ ƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ 

the theory behind the three themes and the conceptual model which has been used for my research 

has become visible. 

 

2.2 Migration and Development  

Migration and development can be viewed from different point of views. Policy views the process of 

migration from different perspectives then theory does for example. The difference between how 

the process of migration is viewed upon by policy and how a theorist perceives migration is 

important because policy and theory are interlinked. They both try to understand and in their own 

way influence the process. As Castles (2008) states: άDevelopment and migration are part of the 

same process and therefore constantly interactiveέ. In this process policy can be of influence. Policy 

makers have a clear orientation to achieve their policy objectives. From their perspective policy plays 

a major part in determining the type of migratory movements which affect their countries (Inglis, 

2007). One of the major trends in policy making are the increasing efforts to control migration 

through national and international policy regimes. But while policy makers give high value to the 

importance of policy, theorists are more interested in understanding the migration process itself. 

How migration is perceived through the age of time, and most important the connection between 

migration and development, is important to see a good overview of theories. As Castles (2008) 

already states, the relation between migration and development is continually changing. Until 1973 

there was optimism about the relation between migration and development. Capital and knowledge 

would help developing countries and would facilitate return of migrants. From 1973 to 1990 

pessimism arose on this relationship. Migration policies were tightened and migration was seen 

separate from the development field. This continued from 1990 to 2001 while the views on this 

relationship became already more subtle due to empirical work. Still, immigration policies were 

further tightened. From 2001 onwards optimism has renewed the relationship between migration 

and development. This period represents also the strong growth of research, especially on 

ǊŜƳƛǘǘŀƴŎŜǎΦ wŜƳƛǘǘŀƴŎŜǎΣ ΨōǊŀƛƴ ƎŀƛƴΩ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŀǎǇƻǊŀ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻƻƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ 

shift in these periods of time ultimately represent the more general paradigmatic shifts in social and 

development theory (de Haas, 2008). These periods of time were characterized by different 

dominant theories. The optimistic views were seen in the Neo-Classical migration theory and the 

development theory for example. Neo-Classical ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ǎŜŜǎ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ άŀǎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ 

ƻǇǘƛƳŀƭ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎέ όde 
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Haas, 2008). With this theory the development role of migration is entirely realized through the 

factor price equalization. ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƻǊȅΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ƻƴ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ ǎƘƻǿǎ that it was 

expected that these migrants were important agents of change and innovation. It was expected that 

migrants not only brought back money but also entrepreneurial attitudes, knowledge and 

(innovative) new ideas. Migrants were visualized as an important factor which influences spatial 

diffusion of modernization in developing countries (de Haas, 2008). The pessimistic views are 

characterized by the Cumulative Causation theory ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άaƛƎǊŀƴǘ {ȅƴŘǊƻƳŜέ ǘƘŜƻǊȅΦ aƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ 

was considered to increase spatial differences in case of development levels. Myrdal (1957) argues 

that capitalist development is inevitably marked by deepening spatial welfare inequalities. A group 

would benefit from the development while others would be left out and could get the aspiration to 

ƳƛƎǊŀǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨaƛƎǊŀƴǘ {ȅƴŘǊƻƳŜΩ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ƻƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 

the decrease of underdevelopment it deepens the inequalities between developed and undeveloped 

regions. That it would deepen the inequalities between sending and receiving countries of migrants. 

Mainly the loss of good labor forces in rural areas (that migrated to urban areas) were seen as 

negative effects of the relationship between development and migration. The relationship of 

migration and development and views towards this relation shows changing interest over time. 

Looking at the situation in Asia, governments have always showed strong interest in international 

migration as a major instrument of national economic development during these different periods of 

time (Bertram, 1986, 1999; Fraenkel, 2006). A combination of migration, remittances, aid and 

ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΩ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜvelopment of 

developing countries (Mckee and Tisdell, 1988; Hayes, 1991). This shows that the Asian region is a 

region which consequently maintained connections between development and migration. However, 

these theories of development and migration mostly focus on what development and migration 

concretely mean for a region or a person. And they also focus mostly on economic disparities. But it 

is important to consider another factor which views upon the more social side of migration as 

migration should also be seen as a social process. When do people want to migrate and which factors 

are of influence on a person to migrate are questions essential to ask. Hence the aspiration to 

migrate becomes essential in this matter. Scientific research regarding the aspiration to migrate is 

conducted for example by Jónsson (2008), Czaika & Vothknecht (2012) and by the International 

Organization for Migration (2011). Another good example which focuses on the aspiration to migrate 

is the works of Jørgen Carling. Jørgen Carling has developed a theory, the Ψ!ǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ !bility 

modelΩ, which gives insight in the aspiration aƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƳƛƎǊŀǘŜΦ Iƛǎ Ψ!ǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ !ōƛƭƛǘȅ 

ƳƻŘŜƭΩ is influenced by various theories which for example focus on migration pressure and 

contemporary barriers to migration. Migration pressure focuses on the migration potential not 

realized because of restrictions imposed by immigration countries. By the works of Bruni and 

Venturini (1995), Straubhaar (1993) and Schaeffer (1993) the migration pressure has been explained. 

The contemporary barriers are mainly based on the works which focus on the effect of absence of 

legal or political barriers, works of Arango (2000), Keeley (2000) and Massey et al. (1998) are 

examples of these kind of theoretic thinking. The ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ !ōƛƭƛǘȅ ƳƻŘŜƭΩ has been 

formed out of the information and lack of information these theories provided. 
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2.3 The Aspiration and Ability model 

The two central subjects of ǘƘŜ Ψ!ǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ !ōƛƭƛǘȅ ƳƻŘŜƭΩ are the aspiration to migrate and the 

ability to migrate. ¢ƘŜ Ψ!ǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴȰ ǘƻ ƳƛƎǊŀǘŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ focuses on the aspects which 

motivates people to migrate. The second subject ´Ability´ to migrate focuses more on the boundaries 

that are made to limit migration or boundaries that are removed to stimulate migration. An example 

of boundaries to limit migration is 

the immigration policy of a country. 

An example of boundaries that are 

removed is the policy of the 

Philippines which stimulates the 

migration of people. But also a 

stimulant can be that family is living 

abroad or people hear positive 

stories on television about 

migrating abroad.                                           

  The model also shows a                        Figure 2. The ΨAspiration and Ability modelΩ (Carling, 2002).  

distinction between involuntary non-migrants and migrants. Involuntary non-migrants are people 

who have the aspiration to migrate but are (involuntary) limited which makes them decide not to 

migrate or are people that have not yet decided to migrate or not. Migrants are people which have 

ǘƘŜ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƳƛƎǊŀǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ōƻǘƘ ΨǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ the various 

social, economic, cultural and political factors visible by the ´individual level characteristics´, 

´emigration environment´ and the ´immigration interface´. These different levels are summarized as 

the micro level (individual level characteristics) and the macro level (emigration environment and 

immigration interface). The micro level addresses the individual wish to migrate. The macro level 

shows how the social context influences the wish to migrate (Carling, 2002).  

 

2.3.1 Micro level 

The aspiration to migrate greatly depends on the individual perspective of a person. The migration of 

this person can alsƻ ōŜ ΨŦƻǊŎŜŘΩ ƻǊ ΨǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅΩ ŀǎ all migration involves both choices and constraints 

there is no categorical distinction between these two types of migration. 

  The micro level shows which type of person wants to migrate. The factors that are likely to be 

important for this level are gender, age, family migration history, social status, educational 

attainment and personality. Also the social networks an individual participates in are important. 

Ultimately social, economic, cultural and political aspects are the factors of importance.  

  The most important questions applicable for the micro level is if someone sees him- or herself as 

a migrant and imagining oneself as a stayer (Carling, 2002). The follow-up question on this is the 

meaning migration has for someone. What does it mean to migrate for a person him/herself and 

his/her social surroundings? What does the aspiration to migrate mean for a person? 
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2.3.2 Macro level 

The macro level is also influenced by social, economic, cultural and political aspects. These aspects 

are characterized by the politics of the Philippines, media and the social networks for instance. The 

image of these aspects are present through the locally existing, discursively constructed ideas about 

these places (Carling, 2002). This is when the perception of a place plays an important role. For 

instance an example of constructed ideas of places is how someone perceives Canada. Someone can 

see Canada ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƻǳǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ΨōŜǘǘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜΩΦ {ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŜŜ 

this situation as the reason to migrate to a place where they can work while others can interpret this 

situation differently and chose not to migrate. When someone decides to actually migrate it is not 

simply a demographic event for this person. In most of the ŎŀǎŜǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ 

place A to B, but think about a parcel of expected actions and consequences (Carling, 2002). Often an 

ƛŘŜŀƭ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ΨƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΩ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ IŅƎŜǊǎǘǊŀƴŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 

explanation is ǎŜŜƴ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ŧƭƻǿǎ ǿƻǊƪΥ Ψ.ƻǘƘ ŀǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǊƻƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧƭƻǿ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΣ 

and as ready-made blueprints, preserved in the store-house oŦ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩ όIŅƎŜǊǎǘǊŀƴŘ, 1996). This 

influences the image people have of the wish to migrate: It is often based on ideas about a culturally 

ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ōƭǳŜǇǊƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩ ό/ŀǊƭƛƴƎΣ нллнύΦ People create a certain perception of 

places and actions. This makes that the social, cultural, economic and political factors can be 

different per person. On the macro level it is again also of importance the way people perceive 

migration. Some people give another definition of migration than others. That is why it is important 

that the emigration environment must be analyzed in ways that account for differŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

engagement with the emigration project (Carling, 2002). 

  ¢ƘŜ Ψ!ǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ !bility modeĺ sΩ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ΨŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩ ǘƻ ƳƛƎǊŀǘŜΣ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘΦ  !s 

my research question ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƛŘΩǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛon to migrate the 

ability to migrate is not relevant to discuss. Hence it is not incorporated in my theoretical framework 

and conceptual model.  

 

2.4 The Aspiration Model 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ !bility modelΩ I have made a conceptual model which consists of all the 

aspects relevant for my research. These asǇŜŎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ !bility 

modelΩ and combined with the case study of the Philippines. As I focus on the aspiration to migrate 

and not look at the ability to migrate, this conceptual model is named the ´Aspiration Modeĺ.  

  The ́Aspiration modeĺ  focuses on the perception of people and the aspirations of people 

towards migration to countries. The perception of a person is influenced on a micro and macro level. 

The micro level shows the individual characteristics, the macro level is based on political, economic, 

cultural and social factors. How people experience these factors is mainly by media, social network 

and political influence. Development aid is a factor which combines the economic, social, cultural and 

political aspects and has next to the political influence, media and social network its own influence. 

The aspiration to migrate is influenced by the same factors and on the same levels, also because of 

already being influenced by someone´s perception.  
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Figure 3. The ´Aspiration Model.́  
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3. Research set in motion 

3.1 Introduction 

To fully explain my research model this chapter provides detailed information concerning the 

research methods used. The first part of this chapter focuses on the four different research methods. 

The literature study is discussed and explained which shows where information is obtained and 

which information is provided. Following this the individual and group interviews are discussed. 

Primarily the structure of the interviews and with what purpose the specific interviews are practiced 

are explained. Following this the observation is examined. The second part of this chapter focuses on 

the research material which shows which institutions have made it possible to conduct my research 

and gives background data on my case study the ΨSabutan ProduŎǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ [ƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩ 

located in Baler, Aurora.  

 

3.2 Literature Study  

The literature study focuses on the policy behind development aid of popular destination countries 

of Filipinos. The literature study also examines the socio-economic context of the Philippines and the 

factors of influence concerning migration. The development aid policy of several countries is mainly 

provided by research on the internet by using the online library of the Radboud University and 

ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎ ƻŦ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƛŘΦ The data of the socio-economic context of the 

Philippines is mainly provided by the data received from my internship, the Commission on Filipinos 

Overseas. Also the information regarding the migration policy of the Philippines is mainly received 

from data resources of the Commission on Filipinos Overseas. These resources were received by the 

use of books and the use of internet.  

  The literature study has been conducted in the first four weeks of my research and the last two 

weeks of my internship at the Commission on Filipinos Overseas. After this period of time, when 

writing the thesis research, the information gained from the literature study has been edited and 

enhanced.     

 

3.3 Interviews and Observation 

As I have used, next to the literature study, three types of qualitative research this results in the so-

called Ψaethod-¢ǊƛŀƴƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΩ. Method-Triangulation gives the researcher perspectives on a certain 

subject from different angles. By having three types of research data my research is more reliable. 

hΩ5ƻƴƻƎƘǳŜ ŀƴŘ tǳƴŎƘ όнллоύ state that it is a άƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƻŦ ŎǊƻǎǎ-checking data from multiple sources 

to search for regularities in the research dataέΦ The individual interviews are semi-structured by 

having certain vital subjects that need to be answered by every interviewee, while it is mainly 

ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ Ψaspiration to migrateΩ. The group interviews are more interactively based with 

a strong ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ΨǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΩ. The observations are seen as a supplement to the 

information gathered and mainly provide background information. But important to note with taking 

interviews and observe people in the Philippines is that there is a difference in investigating due to 
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the differences in culture. Hence the interviewer needs to be highly sensitive to local codes of 

conduct. How someone represents itself and how he or she approaches the interviewee is likely to 

have an effect on the interview overall and on interpreting the interview data (Longhurst, 2009). This 

has always been kept in mind when having an interview and when interpreting the data of an 

interview.   

 

3.3.1 Individual Interviews 

The individual interviews are conducted in a period of four weeks. In these four weeks I have 

conducted fifty semi-structured interviews of which forty-six interviews were suitable for my 

research. The length of each interview was approximately thirty minutes. To conduct each interview I 

have made use of a translator. The translators were local high school students that had a summer job 

at the municipality of Baler. These students were usually sufficient in English and were able to 

translate a diverse amount of interviews.  

  The individual interviews have examined the individual opinion of people about the perception 

of several (developed) countries and the aspiration to migrate to these countries. Questions are 

asked about the perception of countries and the possible aspiration. Also, as the development 

project is partly funded by Filipinos overseas in Hawaii, a ́ example-question´ is asked if people 

possibly have the aspiration to migrate to Hawaii. This connects the central three themes 

ΨŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩΣ ΨƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŀƴŘ Ψŀǎpiration to migrateΩΦ Especially the individual stories of people are 

interesting to be heard with this interview. IŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ΨǿƘȅΩ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 

migrate is central in this conversation. This question is answered by obtaining the, previously 

mentioned, ΨƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƳŀǇΩ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ΨƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƳŀǇΩ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 

its aspirations and perceptions of the world. Also, very important, the various influences on the 

aspiration to migrate becomes visible with this interview.   

  To see which factors are of influence on the perception and aspiration to migrate the influence 

of the political, economic, cultural and social factors are asked to the respondent. The interview 

outline provides four main questions that when answered provide the answer on the main question 

of my research: Ψ¢ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƛŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƳƛƎǊŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΚΩ  

- What is the perception of other countries? 

- Does the respondent have/had an aspiration to migrate? 

- Yes or no? And what are the main factors that influence this decision? 

- LŦ άȅŜǎέΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ Řƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƻ ƳƛƎǊŀǘŜ ǘƻΚ 

- What influence does the Sabutan project have on the aspiration to migrate? 

This outline has been used to indicate the main questions that needed to be answered by the 

individual interviews. The questions that follow out of these main questions are listed below which 

provide a clear view of which precise questions are asked. But, as the interviews were semi 
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structured the exact moment when questions were asked and which questions were asked could 

vary per interview.  

  To answer the above four questions the interview is divided in different sections. The first 

section focuses on the individual characteristics of the person interviewed. These characteristics are 

name, gender, age, education, profession and family (married, number of children).  

 Following this the question is asked what influence the development aid project has had on 

peopƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜs. For example this could be a mostly economic or a social influence.  

  This section is followed by the perceptions of people. The section starts with the question if 

people have any ideas about a job or a study, or an aspiration to migrate for instance. This question 

provides the information needed to focus my interview on the fact that people have an aspiration to 

migrate, or people do not have an aspiration and want to stay in the Philippines. The questions that 

follow shows if people think there are more possibilities abroad and how people see the future of 

their children, functioning as a follow up question if people think there are more possibilities abroad.  

  The questions about the perceptions of people are then asked more in a broader sense. The 

subjects family, cultural, political and mŜŘƛŀ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ 

perception.   

The subject ´Family´ looks at the influence of people´s parents on their aspiration to migrate but also 

what influence family has on their life and their choices. The third question asks if people have family 

or friends living abroad.  

The subject ´Cultural´ focuses on the main traditions of the Philippine´s and if these traditions maybe 

have an influence on people´s decision to migrate or not. The follow-up question looks at what 

aspects of culture people see as important. Religion or family for instance.  

ΨtƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭΩ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ 5ƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 

facilitates migration? If so, what kind of help do people think they will receive from the government?   

ΨaŜŘƛŀΩ ŀǎƪǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ The questions are focused on 

unravelling the ´mental map´ of a person. It emphasizes on the influence media has on the 

perception of other countries. What picture do people visualize when watching several (Western) 

television shows and does this have influence on their aspiration to migrate or their children?  

The later section focuses more on the development aid and what role development aid has on the 

aspiration to migrate. One vital question that is asked is if people have an aspiration to migrate to 

Hawaii, as the development aid project is partly funded by Filipinos overseas in Hawaii. This question 

is asked to see if a direct link is visible with the aspiration to migrate and the development aid 

project.   

  ¢ƻ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ Ƴȅ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ L ŀǎƪ ǿƘŀǘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

have in mind when they think of a particular continent. This provides me with information to easily 

compare the perceptions of different countries.  

  The interview finishes with the questions if people ever had the aspiration to migrate and what 

the word ΨmigrationΩ really means for people. Stated by Carling (2002) this questions shows what it 
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precisely means for a person and possibly her or his surroundings.  

  The complete outline of the individual interview is to be found in the Appendices, section A. 

LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘŜ ƛǎΣ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ full names of the persons which were 

interviewed are not listed in this report. 

 

3.3.2 Group Interviews 

The group interviews were realized by organizing several sessions where people in groups of a 

minimum of four persons were interactively interviewed. Meaning, the interview has an interactive 

character by using a chalkboard and providing space for discussion. Ultimately six interviews have 

been conducted with a total of thirty-one persons. These interviews were conducted in a period of 

two weeks, following the four weeks of the individual interviews.  

  The main objective of this group interview is to see the perception people have of the world and 

also the perception people have of migration. When starting a group interview people are 

questioned to illustrate the ́ mental map´ they have of the world to focus on the perception of 

places. In practice this meant people had to draw their perception of the world by drawing a world 

map on a piece of paper. The chalkboard is then used to discuss about the just drawn world map and 

to write down answers on further questions. When the discussion places itself on the chalkboard, the 

first questions are asked concerning an example of a place to migrate to: Europe. Europe is used as 

an example due to three points:  

 

- ¢ƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƻŦ ŀ Ψ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴΩ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘ ό¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΣ ŀƴŘ 

Australia and New Zealand) 

- To see what the Filipino ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎΣ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴΩ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘ 

popular to migrate to (CFO, 2011) 

- Is the knowledge/perception of this continent sufficient enough to know what countries are part of 

this continent? 

 

This gives interesting insights in what factors influence the perception of a continent when people 

are, on a national scale, less interested to migrate to this continent. What comes in mind when 

people think of Europe, what kind of life people have in Europe and how do the cities look like for 

example? And do people think it is easy to migrate to Europe? But also the question which countries 

are part of Europe?  

  The group interview continues by asking the respondents what they think of migration, hence 

the perception of the subject migration becomes visible. Mainly the practical matters are up for 

discussion. Is migrating expensive and do you need to have certain requirements to be able to 

migrate? Or is migrating difficult and what transportation do you need are some questions that are 

answered. But as the interview is semi-structured the interview still has room for discussion and 

where a conversation could take.  

  The outline of the group interview is to be found in the Appendices, section B.  
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3.3.3 Observation 

With the observation I have observed the people and their surroundings connected to the ΨSabutan 

ProduŎǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ [ƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩ.  

  The observation is conducted in a period of six weeks, the same period of time the group and 

individual interviews were conducted. The observation is the observation of the way people live in 

Baler, by looking at the houses people live in and what kind of decoration is seen for example. What 

kind of pictures are ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ and are people watching any particular television shows 

are some of the questions that are answered by the observation. With each individual and group 

interview I have taken notes ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŜȄǘǊŀ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

lives next to the information received from the interviews itself.  

When observing the way of life in Baler and 

observing the people when interviewed I have 

chosen to use a method frequently used by 

qualitative research. Hence I have made use of 

a checklist, the checklist I maintained was from 

the Qualitative research methods: A data 

ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ field guide (2005). The main 

categories are: ΨAppearanceΩ, ΨVerbal behaviour 

and interactionsΩ, ΨPhysical behaviour and 

gesturesΩ, ΨPersonal spaceΩ, ΨHuman TrafficΩ and 

ΨPeople who stand outΩ.  

Figure 4Φ ! Řŀǘŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƎǳƛŘŜ όнллрύΦ   

¢ƘŜ Ψ!ǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΩ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜŀǊΣ ŀƎŜΣ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ 

appearance of someone. The appearance of people can already tell a lot about the type of living, 

living conditions of people and their social status.  

¢ƘŜ Ψ±ŜǊōŀƭ behaviour ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ 5ƻ 

people talk a lot with each other and do other people join the conversation when having an interview 

are central in this section.  

ΨtƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ gesturesΩ ƭƻƻƪǎΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨǾŜǊōŀƭ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΩΣ ƳƻǊŜ 

to the social rank of people and with what kind of people persons interact with.  

¢ƘŜ ΨtŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǎǇŀŎŜΩ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

each other. This tells something about relationships between people and what kind of behaviour 

people are used to.  

ΨIǳƳŀƴ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎΩ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŀǊŜŀΦ ²ƘƛŎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎΣ 

leaving or staying in a certain area.  
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ΨtŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƻǳǘΩ looks at people which receive more attention than others and people which 

have special stories or appearances which makes them stand out. 

This checklist has provided the tools to observe the life in Baler and its people in a structured way. 

The complete observation is to be found in the Appendices, section C. 

 

3.4   Research material 

The research material consists of two parts. The first part consists of the literature used for my 

research with information about the policy of various countries and the Philippines and the socio-

economic situation of the Philippines. This part is mainly provided at the earlier mentioned 

Commission on Filipinos Overseas. The second part is the research material received from the case 

study. The ΨSabutan ProduŎǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ [ƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩ has provided research material by the 

means of the conducted individual and group interviews and the observation of people connected to 

the development aid project.  

 

3.4.1 Internship Commission on Filipinos Overseas 

At the Commission on Filipinos Overseas located at Manila I have followed my internship. CFO was 

also the place where I conducted my literature study and which provided me several development 

aid projects to conduct my research on.  

  The Commission on Filipinos Overseas is a government agency important for the maintaining of 

interests of Filipino migrants and situates a good connection between the Philippines and Filipinos 

living abroad. The Commission on Filipinos Overseas (CFO) was realized in 1980 to promote and 

strengthen the interests of Filipino emigrants and permanent residents abroad and also to 

strengthen the connections with Filipino communities abroad (IOM, 2013).  

The primary tasks of the Commission on Filipinos Overseas are: 

-Provide advice and assistance to the President and the Congress of the Philippines in the formulation of 

policies concerning or affecting Filipinos living overseas.  

-Develop and implement programs to promote the interests and well-being of Filipinos overseas.  

-Serve as forum for preserving and enhancing the social, economic and cultural ties of Filipinos overseas with 

the Philippine motherland; and  

-Provide liaisons services to Filipinos overseas with appropriate government and private agencies in the 

transaction of business and similar ventures in the Philippines. (CFO, 2014)  

 

To realize these tasks the Commission on Filipinos Overseas has several projects concerning 

migration, the main beneficiaries of these projects are listed below: 
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- Filipino emigrants and immigrants or permanent residents abroad; 

- Filipinos overseas who have become citizens of other countries or dual citizens; 

- Filipino spouses and other partners of foreign nationals leaving the country; 

- Descendants of Filipinos overseas as defined in B.P. 79 

- Filipino youth overseas; and 

- Exchange Visitor Program participants (CFO, 2014a) 

Hence the Commission on Filipinos Overseas is an organization that shows 

strong connections with migration and especially focuses on the 

connection of Filipinos overseas with family and friends living in the 

Philippines.  As the organization also had several data concerning                      Figure 5. CFO, location Manila.                                   

development aid projects in the Philippines I was able to choose the 

most suitable development aid project for my research: The ΨSabutan Production Center Livelihood 

tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩ.   

3.4.2 Development aid project: ΨSabutan ProduŎǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ [ƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩ 

¢ƘŜ ΨSabutan Production CŜƴǘŜǊ [ƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩ is located in Baler, 

Aurora. Baler is the capital of the Aurora province and is a second class 

municipality. The population of Baler consists of 36.010 people during the 

last census in 2010 (National Statistics Office, 2010). Baler is a town with 

influences from the Spanish and American colonial period and it also 

experienced Japanese occupation during the Second World War. Baler 

consists of a ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǊǘŜŜƴ Ψ.ŀǊŀƴƎŀȅǎΩΦ ´Barangays´ can be compared 

with a small district, the smallest type of governmental unit. The ΨSabutan 

ProduŎǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ [ƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩ is active in several of these 

Barangays.  

  ¢ƘŜ ΨSabutan Production Center LiveliƘƻƻŘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩ is a 

rehabilitation project created for Barangay Buhangin in Baler. In 

December 2004 and January 2005 this area was heavily affected by 

ǘƘŜ ¢ȅǇƘƻƻƴǎ Ω¦ƴŘƛƴƎΩΣ Ψ±ƛƻƭŜǘǘŀΩΣ Ψ²ƛƴƴƛŜΩ ŀƴŘ ΨYoyongΩ. After these 

events an association was organized and a production center was 

realized to help create Sabutan woven products. The products 

created are woven hats, sandals, fans and bags for example. The 

material used, Sabutan, is grown from the Sabutan plant, a locally           Figure 6. Baler, Aurora.  

grown plant in the Aurora province.  

  The project is part of the Pilipino Linkapil programme, a diaspora project created by the 

Commission on Filipinos Overseas. A programme created in 1989 to provide the transfer of resources 

of Filipinos overseas to supǇƻǊǘ άǎƳŀƭƭ-scale, high-impact projects that address the economic 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƴŜŜŘǎέ (CFO, 2014b). Development aid that is distributed by Filipinos overseas. 

  The project costs are estimated on approximately P 888,743.10 / 13,886 Euros since its origin in 

2005. The organizations which finance the project are the Hawaii International Relief Organization 

and Feed the Hungry, Inc. The Hawaii International Relief Organization is an organization founded by 
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overseas Filipinos. The Feed the Hungry, Inc. is a non-partisan, non-denominational, non-profit 

organization based in Virginia, United States. Also this organization is founded by overseas Filipinos.  

  The current Ƴŀƛƴ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨSabutan ProduŎǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ [ƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩ are twenty-

five women members aged from 22-78. As several women are 

former members, the total number of people that have worked for 

the development aid project surpasses twenty-five women. This 

number is approximately fifty members, no exact data of this was 

available. The project is currently beƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎ 

as the Sabutan Production Center is not operational anymore.                                            

Still people produce several Sabutan products which are then sold 

in local shops located in Baler and are also exported.                                Figure 7. The Sabutan plant. 

  Although the project is financed by Filipinos overseas instead 

of the development aid policy of countries this project still is a good 

indicator to show the influence development aid has on people. 

This project is also focused on improving the lives of people 

(development) which show great resemblance with other (national) 

funded development aid projects. Aside of these points this project      

is chosen to conduct my research on because of:  
                                                                                                                              Figure 8. Sabutan woven products. 

-  The location: It is located in a remote area of the Philippines which makes the influence of other 

factors possibly smaller (compared to an international city as Manila for instance) whereby the 

influence of development aid could become more clear. 

- Size of the project: The project influences approximately 50 women (and their families), this 

makes it possible to interview a large part of the people in the period of time for my research. 

-  Relatively long running: The project has been active for several years, hence the effect of the 

project becomes clearer compared to a short term development aid project.     

-  Place of distribution: Hawaii is, as part of the United States of America, an important destination 

place of Filipinos. 

To elaborate further on the place of distribution a census of 2010 shows that Filipinos make up for 

approximately 25% of the total population of Hawaii (State of Hawaii, 2010). Also of the 1.813.600 

Filipino immigrants living in the United States in 2011, 4.1% to 7% of this total population lives in 

Hawaii (Migration Policy Institute, 2011). And the geographical location of Hawaii shows that it is the 

nearest state of the United States to the Philippines. This shows that Hawaii as place of aspiration for 

migration is highly relevant. Hence all these factors combined show that the ΨSabutan Production 

Center Livelihood ProjectΩ has valuable aspects to examine and make it highly suitable for my 

research.  

  Practicing my research has been made possible with the help of the municipality of Baler. The 

municipality has provided a working place at the town hall and provided help contacting interviewees 

and arranging translators. With the help of the municipality it has been made possible to conduct the 

interviews and the observation in this period of time.   
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3.5 Conclusion 

The literature study, interviews and observation have provided me the tools to examine the three 

themes of ΨdevelopmentΩ, ΨperceptionΩ and Ψaspiration ǘƻ ƳƛƎǊŀǘŜΩ. In combination with an internship 

and research location that both show strong linkages with the above three themes, my research has 

been executed most effectively. Especially choosing for a method triangulation combined with a 

literature study shows a clear picture of the influence development aid has on the lives of people in 

Baler. Next to this, as there are forty-six persons interviewed with the individual interviews, the 

representativeness of my research is positively influenced by two factors: Applying method 

triangulation and the interviewing of approximately all (former) members of the ΨSabutan Production 

/ŜƴǘŜǊ [ƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩ.  

Figure 9. Local people connected to the ´Sabutan Production Center Livelihood Project́.  
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4. 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƛŘ ŦǊƻƳ ΨŀōǊƻŀŘΩ  

4.1 Introduction 

The Philippines is a development aid receiving country and a ´country of migration´. Hence the main 

Filipino emigration countries are examined and the development aid these countries provide. To see 

which countries are important emigration countries of the Philippines, this is first examined. 

Following this the definition of development aid is explained which provides the information to 

adequately discuss the distributed development aid. The last section of this chapter discusses the 

countries that provide development aid which are organized by continent and amount of Filipino 

migrants. The important question that is answered with this chapter is: ´Which countries provide 

development and with what means is the development aid distributed? ́   

 

4.2 Emigration in the Philippines 

The Philippines´ emigration numbers are 

divided over a variety of countries, but some 

countries show to be of great interest for 

migrating Filipinos. When viewing figure 10 

especially the United States shows to be a 

country which receives a substantial amount of 

Filipino migrants. The countries that follow are 

Canada, Japan and Australia. However, these 

countries have, in comparison with the United 

States of America, far less Filipino migrants.  

When looking at the characteristics of emigrants 

this shows some interesting insights. 59.9% Of 

the migrants are female opposed to 40.1% 

male. The average age of Filipino emigrants 

shows to be primarily between twenty-five and 

fifty-nine years of age. But at the same time 

children below fourteen years of age make up 

for 20.68% of the total migrant rate. This could 

indicate that parents frequently migrate with 

their children. But while these figures show an 

image of the migration rate in the period of 

1981-2011, the total amount of Filipinos living 

abroad show a slightly different image.           Figure 10. Migration patterns (IOM, 2013).              

 Mainly the country of Saudi Arabia inhabits a lot of overseas Filipinos as well as the United Arab 

Emirates. Hence as the discussed development aid policies are popular destination countries of 

Filipinos a variety of countries are discussed. Countries in the Asian region are discussed as well as 

the Middle East region, Australia, The United States of America, Canada and the European Union.  
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4.3 But what is development aid?  

But before discussing the various policies of countries concerning development aid, it is essential to 

indicate what development aid precisely means. Development aid can be provided by agencies, 

countries and organizations. Approximately 80-85% of the development aid is provided by 

governments, the remaining 15-20% is provided by Non-Governmental OǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ όbDhΩǎύΣ 

development charities and foundations (OECD, 2013). The ΨSabutan Production Center Livelihood 

tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƛǎ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘǿƻ bDhΩǎΦ But as the vast majority of development aid is provided 

by governments, hence its influence and representativeness for development aid is the largest, the 

type of development aid used by governments is discussed.  

  The official term of development aid is called Official Development Assistance (ODA). This 

assistance needs to contain three elements:  

(a) It must be undertaken by an official sector (National and local governments or their executive 

agencies)  

(b) The main objective of the assistance given is the promotion of economic development and 

welfare  

(c) Certain concessional financial terms must be applied (if a loan, a grant element of at least 25 per 

cent for example) (OECD, 2008) 

Generally speaking there are two types of development aid (ODA): Multilateral and bilateral. Bilateral 

development aid is aid given from one country directly to another. Multilateral is aid given by a 

donor country to an international organization such as the agencies of the United Nations (UNDP, 

UNICEF, UNAIDS, etc.) or the World Bank for instance. The balance in 2013 shows approximately 56% 

bilateral and 44% multilateral development aid (OECD, 2013).    

  Development aid which does not meet this criteria is called Other Official Flows (OOF). The 

reason that it does not meet the criteria can be that it is not primarily aimed at development and/or 

because the grant element is less than twenty-five per cent (OECD, 2001). Aside of the ODA 

humanitarian aid must also be mentioned as it can be an important part of the total aid provided. 

άHumanitarian assistance is generally accepted to mean the aid and action designed to save lives, 

alleviate suffering and maintain and protect human dignity during and in the aftermath of man-made 

crises and natural disasters, as well as to prevent and strengthen preparedness for the occurrence of 

such situationsά (Good Humanitarian Donorship, 2014). Humanitarian aid is generally coordinated by 

the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and is funded by 

donations of governments, corporations, other organizations or individuals (United Nations, 1991). 

An example of humanitarian aid can be the donations that were given after typhoon Haiyan hit the 

Philippines in 2013.  

  But another important other form as the support of development is the Foreign Direct 

Investment (FDI)Υ ά¢ƘŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴe country into another that involves establishing 

ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ŀŎǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƪŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎέ (Financial Times, 2014). 

This support for development is essential to note because the importance for development in 

developing countries can be substantial according to a 2010 research. An analysis of foreign direct 

investments in developing and transition countries suggest that it substantially influences the 
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productivity growth on a local scale (Havranek & Irsova, 2011). But as my research focuses on 

development aid foreign direct investment is not one of the important objectives of research. 

Although when FDI shows interesting linkages, then these are certainly discussed.     

 

4.4 Development aid and the policy of countries  

The most important destination countries of Filipinos are listed in this section. The countries are 

organized by the amount of Filipinos residing in a country, or a group of countries. With what means 

development aid is distributed, in which sectors aid is given in and what type of development aid is 

distributed to the Philippines are points of discussion.  

 

4.4.1 United States of America and Canada 

The policy of the United States 

concerning development aid is 

concretized by the USAID organization, 

The United States Agency for 

International Development. This 

organizations main mission is that they 

άtŀǊǘƴŜǊ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 

promote resilient, democratic societies 

while advancing our security and 

ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅέ ό¦{!L5Σ нлмпύΦ When 

reading the policy framework 2011-2015 

the urgency for development aid is 

described by showing various dangers 

that are visible in the current world. By 

describing these dangers the relevance 

of development aid is explained.                  Figure 11. Development aid United States of America (OECD, 2014). 

Also international development of the United States is shown ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 

ǇƻǿŜǊέ, along with diplomacy and defense (USAID, 2011). The international development is 

described as a cost effective tool that is to ensure the ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅΦ And at the 

same time the policy describes that the core values of the United States of freedom and opportunity 

are expressed by the policy.  

  The projects that are facilitated in the Philippines are mainlȅ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ Ψ9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ IŜŀƭǘƘ ϧ 

tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŀƴŘ ΨhǘƘŜǊ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΩΦ 9ȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

Basic Education and Higher Education for children. One of the goals of a development aid project is 

to improve the reading skills of early grade students. But also the support of the Department of 

Education to strengthen its capacity is where development aid provided by the United States is seen 

(USAID, 2014a). Health is improved by the support of strengthening demand, improving supply and 

ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨhǘƘŜǊ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΩ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ 

on social/welfare services and employment and housing (OECD, 2014c). Examples of this are the 
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promoting of water and energy security (USAID, 2014b).   

  But an interesting research to the development aid of the United States is the research of 

Franzblau (1997). This research states that ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΩ development aid is used as a tool to reduce 

migration. The research shows that in the short term the policies to reduce migration, for example 

trade, investment and foreign assistance are likely to increase emigration (Diaz-Briquets, 1995). 

Interesting, because this shows a direct relationship between migration and development and a 

relationship that shows that more development not necessarily decreases migration. However it also 

shows that in the long term economic development reduces demographic pressures, improving the 

labor conditions and the rising of wages and living standards. This reduces the emigration rate as 

argued by Franzblau (1997). This is a supplement to the theoretical discussion of development and 

migration and shows that development aid indeed can play a role in this discussion.    

Canada is another important development aid donor as well as a substantial migration country of 

Filipinos: 

ά¢ƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŎŀǎŜƭƻŀŘ ŦƻǊ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŦƻǊŜign workers migrating to 

Canadaέ όLhaΣ нлмпύΦ 

This quote shows that a high amount of temporary migrants, as compared to other countries, are 

migrating to Canada. The Philippines shows to be the third migration country to Canada with China 

and India being respectively on the first and second place (Hyndman, 2003). But as it shows 

similarities with the United States considering the amount of migrants does it also show similarities 

with the policy conducted?  

The policy of Canada shows five priorities by giving development aid to countries:  

- Increasing food security  

- Securing the future of children and youth  

- Stimulating sustainable economic growth 

- Advancing democracy 

- Promoting stability and security 

Aside of these key priorities three cross-ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

development policies and programs (Government of Canada, 2014a):  

- Increasing environmental sustainability 

- Advancing gender equality 

- Helping to strengthen governance institutions and practices 



27 
 

These key priorities are part of the 

policy which focuses on 25 countries, 

these countries were selected on the 

basis of the capacity to benefit from 

development aid, their real needs, and 

also the alignment with Canadian 

foreign policy targets. Especially this 

last point shows that development aid 

is distributed selectively, as it is 

dependent on which policy the 

Canadian government has in mind.  

But as one of the 25 countries 

/ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƛŘ also 

focuses itself on the Philippines. The 

goal for the Canadian development aid 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎ ƛǎ άǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 

economic growth by improving the          Figure 12. Development aid Canada (OECD, 2014). 

ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǇƻƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƴέ 

(Government of Canada, 2014b). Some pragmatic examples of this are to simplify business 

regulations and processes and to help local governments to implement their economic development 

plans. The formulation of these goals for the Canadian development aid does not show explicitly the 

self-interest of the development aid for Canada as the aid of the United States shows. But at the 

same time the goals generally strive for the same outcome: To improve the (economic) situation in a 

country.  

  Examples of the improvement of the economic situation are the increase of income of poor 

micro-entrepreneurs by 40 percent. Also more than 5,000 businesses would benefit of the licensing 

and taxation process and the simplified registration, according to the website of the Canadian 

government (Government of Canada, 2014b). The Education, Health and Population mainly invest in 

the quality of health and nutrition services. To lower the malaria mortality rate and to increase the 

functional literacy rate are some of the goals (Government of Canada, 2104c). 

  But the focus of development aid (ODA) on economic development is by the research of 

Hyndman (2003) susceptible to some interesting factors. In case of the development aid provided to 

Sri Lanka during the period 1990-1998 there was a substantial change to be seen in the amount of 

ODA given. During this period the country struggled with inland conflict in which the development 

aid assistance given declined. The Canadian ODA showed to decline once the conflict intensified and 

the government decided to a military intervention. Surprisingly, the FDI was not negatively affected. 

This showed to four-fold in this period of eight years. What this situation of providing development 

aid shows is that development aid is affected by several factors. In case of a conflict for this matter 

the political view upon this conflict shows to be of importance to decrease the development aid 

given to Sri Lanka. By providing development aid the (stable) situation in a country has a considerable 

influence. Hence development aid shows to be politically influenced.  
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4.4.2 Middle East 

The development aid policy of the Middle East has been a relatively unknown contributor to the 

development aid finance, while it can be seen as one of the most generous contributors to 

development aid (OPEC, 2003). But as ´Arab aid́ is relatively understudied, data of the OECD which 

studies development aid providing countries are not available. However research from the World 

Bank (2010) shows that Arab development plays an important role considering global development 

aid. The developmental aid of the Middle East is known by the name of Arab Official Development 

Assistance. The Arab Official Development Assistance is funded for over 90% by three main 

contributors: Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates. In total these countries have 

funded the ODA with US$ 272 billion between 1973 and 2008 (World Bank, 2010). The type of 

development aid is mostly in the form of soft loans and the majority of the development aid is 

provided bilaterally. The development aid of these Arab nations can be best described as 

development aid centred on countries in the same region and policy promoting the south-south 

cooperation. The countries that receive ODA in the Arab region are Syria which receives 70 percent 

of the total development aid. Jordan, Morocco, Lebanon and Yemen also receive a substantial 

amount, between 20 and 40 percent (World Bank, 2010). But aside of providing development aid to 

Arabic countries also other countries receive development aid from the Middle East. Especially poor 

countries in Sub-Saharan Africa and Asia are granted development aid (World Bank, 2010).  

  The south-south cooperation is an important trademark for the development aid of the Arabic 

nations. This policy is created to promote the cooperation between developing countries. An 

example of this is the financial assistance agencies provide to countries to fund projects in regional 

economic integration, particularly in roads, energy and hydropower infrastructure. Five road projects 

were funded to promote the trade between Burkina Faso, Chad, Sierra Leone, Rwanda and 

Cameroon. 

  Also despite the financial crises in 2008 Arab donors have increased their development aid and 

also broadened the sectors of influence. For instance agriculture, health, education and social 

services are now supported.  

  In case of the Philippines the United Arab Emirates has send 10 million dollars of donation after 

typhoon Haiyan and an additional 10 million ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎΩ ǿƻǊǘƘ of assistance and support program to the 

Philippines (Al Arabiya, 2013). However this is considered as humanitarian aid and not as 

development aid. Still it has shown a strong image of the Arab Aid: As the website UAE Interact 

ǎǘŀǘŜǎΥ άThis generous initiative placed the UAE among the top ten donor countries to the 

Philippines. Such levels of aid in light of the disaster are impressive, as the total UAE assistance to the 

Philippines in 2012 was over US$2.7 million (UAE IƴǘŜǊŀŎǘΣ нлмоύΦέ ´Arab Aid ́shows to be of 

importance considering development aid, it also shows a focus on the (economic) development 

primarily to increase south-south cooperation between countries. But most importantly this shows a 

policy with a clear view of future goals which makes development aid intertwined with the foreign 

policy of countries. With that in mind development aid shows to be, again, heavily influenced by 

political and economic factors. Hence development aid is not only provided out of idealistic motives 

but it has to be implemented in the nations (future) policy.  
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4.4.3 Australia 

The policy for development aid of Australia 

ƛǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ 

international Development Assistance 

Program 2013-мпΣ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ Ψ9ŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ 

!ƛŘΩΦ The formal mission of the programme 

ƛǎΥ άTo assist developing countries reduce 

poverty and achieve sustainable 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ 

national ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘέ (AusAID, 2009a). 

Effective Aid shows the five strategic goals 

of the development program: άPromoting 

opportunities for all, sustainable economic 

development, effective governance, and 

humanitarian and disaster responseά 

(Australian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

2013).                                                                       Figure 13. Development aid Australia (OECD, 2014). 

  To a high variety of countries development aid is given to. But tƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ 

development aid are Papua New Guinea and Indonesia. The Philippines for instance receives 141 

million Australian Dollars against 507. 2 million Australian Dollars that is received by Papua New 

Guinea (Australian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2013). An important influence to the type of 

development aid that is given are the Millennium 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ Dƻŀƭǎ όa5DΩǎύΦ ¢ƘŜ a5DΩǎ ŀǊŜ Ǝƻŀƭǎ 

agreed upon by approximately 200 United Nations member countries, these goals focus on targets as 

the declining of poverty, gender-inequality and providing every person clean drinking water for 

instance.   

  As shown in figure 13 the Philippines is listed as 5th most receiving country of development aid 

provided by Australia. Although the Philippines is listed 5th of the most receiving country, the amount 

of migrants migrating to Australia are of higher numbers than countries that receive more 

development aid, such as Indonesia and Papua New Guinea for example (Migration Policy Institute, 

2014). It seems to be that, in this case, development aid does not show a direct correlation with the 

amount of migrants received by a donor country.   

  In case of the Philippines the main factors where invested in is education, improving local 

government capacity, disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation and the improvement of 

peace and security conditions (Government of Australia, 2014a). For example Australia supports 

projects to expand schooling from 10 to 13 years and to support training programs for 225,000 

teachers and build 1,000 classrooms (Government of Australia, 2014b).    

But as previously stated it tends to look like development aid is, also in this case, heavily influenced 

by the nations own foreign policy. The next quote underlines the intertwining of development aid 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΦ   


