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Abstract

This master thesis examined hamstitutions for collective action (ICAs) in the Netherlands relate to
conflict with both neoliberal governmentality and the political discourse of citizen participatio
literature study was conducted on incorporation of neoliberal governmentalitthé political discourseg
of citizen participation It concluded that the political discourse of citizen participation contg
recognizable aspects of neoliberal governmentality (i.e. austerity on public commons and creat
competition in social domak); however, through the promotion of citizen initiatives it opens a wind
of opportunity for ICAs to conceive new forms of creating and governing public commons.
In addition, the thesis investigated how three efti@ndly housing projects in the Netharids accomplish
their goals through using specific rationales and frames. These rationales and frames prove to ali
with the political discourse, as well as with the neoliberal governmentality, despite the fact that the

a different mode of openadi.

Keywords:neoliberalism, governmentality, political discourse, citizen initiatives, institutions lectbee
action, commons, rationalesraming




Introduction & theory

Over thepast few years, there has been an upheaval in society about aikgzen initiatives that
create their ownpubliccommons;in this thesighis concept isndicatedasinstitutions for collective
action (ICAs)These initiatives start when a group of individuals that share the same interests find a
way to institutionalie. They arecitizenorganized,local bottom-up organtatiors that create and
govern publiccommonsin new ways. These institutions are not stdéel, nor are they a product of

the market.They are constituted by groups of citizens that organise new opttorgovern commons
together. The sharp increase in collectivisseferred to asthe third wave of cooperation (de Moor,
2013)". In the past collectives have proven to make an impact on the sectalomic domain in the
Netherlands. This trend has also been picked up in the political sphere. Citizens are seen as
mobilized, connected and socially active, leading to the conclusion that citizens can partbvéake
public services and commons that were traditionally arrange by the welfare state (R0itd). To
O2yGNRf GKS a0l dSQa 0dzZRISG RSTFAOAGA GKFG I NepasS |
austeritymeasuresand iswithdrawing out of government provideservices Besidesausterity, new
reformsareintroducedto decentralise and give way for citizens to create godernpublic services

and commonghemselvesThe term for thigolitical discoursdas becomesitizen participationThis

new trend inDutch politics wants to reduce the rising costs of the welfaaeiety through citizen

participation. Local bottorup initiatives as the answer for financial problems of the-ttmwvn

functioning national government: interesting, to say the least!

Introducing the research question

In academic literatureas well as inaietal debatesthe shift towards austerity and a withdrawing

state is referred to as a neoliberal doctrine thatdsussed a competition and privatiation of public

! The first and second are respectively the constitution of guilds in the late middle ages and the 19th century
cooperation ofcitizensthat led to weltknown Dutch companies like Rabobank, FrieslandCampina and Achmea.



commons This current in theory stemE NR Y C2 dzOl dzf G Q& & 2 NJ insfityfionsi KS RA &
(Foucault, 197 Foucault, 1980& Foucault et al., 199) Neoliberalgovernmentalityis used as a

concept to understand the current mode of thinking in institutions and corporationgile the

above mentionedcitizen initiatives seem to be formed on the bases of collective action and
collaboration, academic literature describéise neoliberal governmentalityas individualistic and

based on competition (Larner, 20)Bourdieu, 2008; Faulk, 2008' & Cotoi, 201%). The concept of

neoliberal governmentality (which is interchangeably used in this thesis with neoliberal doctrine,
yS2ft A6SNIt NIA&2Yy RQSOF G | yofined &She gofitizal profe& that I O
in pursuit of economic growthis working towards a radical free market utopia through political
decisions that include ultimate privatization of public commons and deregulation of the market. The
radical free market utopia is based on the neoclassical economics that recognises ontalratio
individuals (Bourdieu, 2000) and revolves around the need for a competitive market as the breeding

ground foreconomic growth.

Privatization, reduced government spending and deregulation of capital flows are focus
points of neoliberalism (Faulk, 2008,p.587). The essential difference between liberalism and
neoliberalism is that the focus moved from exchange to competi(iBaucault, 201%). Where
governments iriberal, laissezfaire economics let the market do the work of exchangehe market
placeand intervened as little as possibkbe neoliberalact of government steers towards creating
competition within all domains of societWhere the government lacks in intervening in the market,
the more it interferes with the technical, juridical, demoghéc and sociaflomainsto create forms
of competition (Foucault, 2007, in: Cotoi, 201 its conviction that competition between individual

actors creates the most economic growtkatiberalism restructursall domains ofocidy through

%The author is conscious of the scientific difficulties that surrotiielterm neoliberalism The literature on

this theme has a huge range aseems to be used imany different contexts and different meanings. Boas
and GansViorse (2009) conclude in their metmalysis of 148 articles on neoliberalism that there are three
problems to the scientifi use of the term neoliberalisnthe term is most of the time naofclearly) defined,it is
used unevenly across the ideological spectiamdthe term is used to illustrate a broad range of phenomena,
making it an academic catchphraddrough providing alear andneutral definition of neoliberalism,

combined with the spefic focus on the aspects of competition, austerity and privatization, the author hopes
to evade the common pitfalls for academics in their use of this concept.



practiees of pivatization and deregulation of the markgéBourdieu, 200Q)Neoliberal politics have
become influencial in the cultivation of the social welfare system (fufrmer) social democratic
countries (Larner, 2000, p. 15). Since only rational individuals are recognitredutopian theory of

a radically free market systerpublic commonsare rendered to the market through privatization;
are exposed to expenditureuts; and citizens are instructed to create their own alternatives that can
make up for the retreating welfare stat@&he latter is partly constituted in Dutch politics through the
term of citizen participationHowever, thenew citizen initiativeghat are sparked by thigolitical
discourseseem tocreate hew commons that are not privatized. In addition, as an antagonist to the
neoliberal competition driven market, thejlave communality as one of their falcpoints and
cooperationas their main mode obperandi The research question of this thesimiilds on the
apparent discrepancy between the neoliberal governmentality and the new citizen initiatives
movement how do institutions for collective actioiCAs)conflict and/or relate to the political

discaurse of citizen participation and the governmentality of neoliberalism?

Neoliberalism & citizen participation

Before zooming in on the citizen institutions, the relation between neoliberal governmentality and
the political discourse of citizen participati needs to beclarified As stated above, theenliberal
doctrine is incorpaated in the political discourse, however, to what extentot completely cleain
addition, the discourse took an important role in Dutch political policies and sparked d boc#tal
debate. Therefore it is of societal interest to scrutinize on the dynamics of this political discboese.
first sub question iswhat does the political discourse of citizen participation entail in the

Netherlands, in the light of neolibergdbvernmentality?

Political discourse iglefined in this thesis aa macro element in society that is created
through a dynamic play of networks of ideas and actors in the democratic field. It can bedytaspe

analyzing texts, language nral communicatiorthrough-action of politicians, political analysts,
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scientific journalists, citizen initiatives, activists, pressure groups and other actors that perform
political agency. The focus of this thesis is on the political move towards actixenship and
participation. For the past few years tldea of citizen participationoamed the political and societal
spheres in the Netherlands'he recenfinancial crisis fostered the already growing belief that the
welfare state cannot be sustainedthout huge state detits and the time was right to implemeat

new political discourse. Citizens are projected as being mobilized and connected enough to sustain
public services in places where the govermnis withdrawing.Bottom-up initiatives are seens the
answer to austerity plans on the public services and commons. This is a relatively new aspect in the
political discourse of the Netherlands am@ésemblesthe rationale of the neoliberal act of
government.Although the political discourse seems tliga with the neoliberatloctrine of austerity,

the focus onthe creation ofcitizen initiatives leadsto less privatization of public commons, but
insteadgives way foiinstitutionalized citizen initiatives to create and govern commoriserefore,

the exient to which the neoliberal governmentality iscluded inthe political discourse otitizen

participation is to be seen.

Citizen initiatives

The leadole in this thesis ipreservedfor the citizen initiatives, whichre describedn the academic

term institutions for collective action (ICAJ)hese institutionalised groups of people work together

to accomplish common objectives. Shaken by the pasitn of the past few decades and the
recent social and economic crises, social initiatives for d¢ole@ction have been on the rise (de
Moor, 2013). The diversity of these institutions is immense: they range from energy to health care,
and from community centres to local agriculture. The number of ICAs in the Netherlands
mushrooms. Austerity measuresnosocial benefits and healthcare make sure that there are
increasingly more ICAs that focus on health care (especially in providing elderly residencies-and day
care). Other initiatives operate to prodeicand govern locally grown fooat initiatives that bing

about affordable health insurance for freelancers (i.e. Bread Funds). Moreover, there are groups of

11



people who form ICAs that set out to build eft@ndly living communities, so callezto villages.
These villages combine multiple new innovationsnergy, eco building and agriculture to form new
ways of living together in their sdbiuild neighbourhoodskco villages are thebject of inspection in

this thesis.

ICAs are found by bottomp practices and operate on a local level, but tave a global
network or sharddeas withcommunities inother parts of the world. They operate by creating public
facilities (e.g. housing, energy supply, food supply, education, etc.) or setting up rules and
infrastructure to manage the public facilities neojust. The definition of ICAs that is used in this
paper isinstitutionalised local bottorup groups that constructively build an orgzation and
infrastructure in order to produce and govern comme@nhich is different from other definitioris
The concept of caéctive actionis different from ICAsince this refers to social groups that strive to
accomplish common objectives througitense and shortived events (e.ggeneral strikes, massive
public gatherings, demonstrations and revlt¥he purpose of the ICKA to unite individuals and

perform actions and practices that bring along the groups goals.

Institutions for collective action create and govern commofmfese commons can be
described as the needs every human being wants to see fulfilledtlikeneedto drink, to eat, to
shelter, to love and to be loved. In most literature on commons, it refers to S@imesources (e.g.

water, food, air, land): physicgbods thatform the basis for living (Ostrom, 199Badin & Noonan,

% Elinor Ostrom is one of the leading scholars on the subbjetter of institutions for collective action; her efforts
in researching the ways in which communities handle common resource pools are more than noteworthy. In her book
Governing the Commor($990) she uses cases from all over the world to describe how people tagether to handle
O02YY2ya Y2NB 2dzaded haliNBYQa 02y 0dhedindoptyis tigedis: dcdordifg toAGstom,K 2 6 S @S N
ICAs are (voluntary) orgamatiors that manage common pool resources (CPRs). CPRs are typically physicallgsabatirc
are available in limited quantity and should governed in order to not ovekploit. For this research the exclusive focus on
CPRs is too narrow because it does not take the possibility of creating new commons into account, nor does it recognise

social relations as commons.
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1998" Thoen et al., 2002, p. 1718). Moreover, | want to further elaborate the ancept of
commons by addingocial relaions between individualasforms of commonstaking care of each
other, compassion (caring about other people) and culture are common goods that come fr@in soci
relations. But also collaboration (in finding solutions for common problems) is a common good that
comes from social relations. ICAs are thus ogtiors that create and manage (parts of) the basic

necessities foa humanbeing

By creating new fans of creating and governing commons thesiizen institutionsare
modifying and restructuring the blding blocks of the socigconomic domainin this endeavour
they create new social structures that organises social relations and distributes resamtes
servicesin the form of commons Accordingly,to organise, maintan and reproducetheir
organisation and practiceshey develop practicatationalesand frames.Practicalrationalesand

frames are the objects of researchraspectivelythe second andhird research question.

The rationales of ICAs

Practical rationales are the sum of basic assumptions that underlie tt pEstices, stories and the

way of coordinating within society. It contains the reason why they do the things the way they do.
The® assumptions rest on the inherent knowledge that is shared between members of the ICAs or is
built up through practices. This knowledge contains the reason why the practices are effétive.
knowledge and rationale touches the concept of collectiveriggy, which is in anthropology
considered as an essential trait to human beingsllective learningnakes it possible to transfer
knowledge from one individual to the next without a great loss in content. Symbolic language makes
it possible for us to laa from other people through digging in the collective memory that is stored
AY AYRADGARdzZ ta 2N 6NAGGSY a2dNDSad ¢KS SELINBAAA:
by Google Scholar, lyrically visualises this cond@phnerton (1989) statesthat ceremonies and

other practices are a crucial part of the collective memory of a sodigctices embody a rationale

that is passed on to others through experiencing or participating in these pracBoesal group

13



practices in which collecte learning takes place are referred to as communities of pra¢ienger
1998"; Wenger 2011"). Communities of practice are groups of people who share a concern and
learn to do things better through interacting with each othefhe collective learning tas place
through the practices that are performed by the group and add to the collective merfiarpugh

acting as a group and finding ways to create and govern commaons, essential truths and asssimption
are formed on how groupsaninterad and create incoherent ways. In this thesis this concept is
used toidentify ICAs as communities that embody (and create new) rationales and knowledge
through practicesHenceforth, he second sub questias: what rationales do ICAs use to create and

govern commons ian alternative way?

The frames of ICAs

In order for an ICA to function, it must attain the group goals through collaborating as a group of
individuals. However, it is not an endogenous effort, the groups do not form a setiledlt, but

reach out to workwith other parties. They need (and want) to involve outside actors to accomplish
their ambitions. In their endeavours they create frames that they use to organize their actions and
involve third parties. Creating frames is a dynamic falttor process hat produces and
reproduces. Frames form a layer on toptbé practices and rationales that label and signify the
group.A frame ighe labelthat gives identity and shape to the ideas and actions of the ICA. Internally
the frames helpthe groupsto render events or occurrences meaningful and thereby function to
organize experience and guide acti@now et al. 198%" Benford & Snow, 200). Externally the
frames are useful in communication, which for instance feed the ICA in its capacity to gain s@pport.
clear frame makes it easier for outsiders to perceive and label the ICA, which helps in the
communication to the outsidéJohnston & Noakes, 208% Creating frames can also be a strategic
action that is performed to convince other parties to join inithefforts (Fisher, 199%). Having a
well-designed frame helpm, for example, gaining financial capital (via crowd funding, government

subsidies or private investors) or creating social capital in the form of public support in the local
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governments, commnities and businessedlsing the right type of frames can evaitract third
parties that might not share the same rationalén finding an answer to theesearch questionthe
third sub question is positedwhat frames do ICAs use to create and govesmroons in an

alternative way?

Research question:

How do institutions for collective actighCAs)onflict and/or relate to the political discourse
citizen participation and the governmentality of neoliberalism?
Sub questions:
a. What does the political discourse @ifizen participation entail in the Netherlands, in t}
light of neoliberal governmentality?
b. What rationales do ICAs use to create and govern commons in an alternative way?

c. What frames do ICAs use to create and govern commons in an alternative way?

15



Conceptualframework

Asmentioned before, ICAs are the centre of attention in this thesis. Their relation to the political
discourse of citizen participation and neoliberal governmentality in general is the focus of the
research question. The conceptual model that is showrgurd 1 visualises the factors and relations

that are taken into account in this research. The different coloured spheres represent the three sub

guestionsthat togetherrepresentthe resarch question

Governmentality
- Political Discourse
U4 A 1
Third parties
J A
Knowledge/raticnale ICAs -+ Frames
A I A
S Practises > Stores

Figure 1: conceptual model
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The first sub questiomttends tothe concepts of neoliberal governmentality, the political
discourse of citizen participation and institutions for collective ac{gphere A)The focus is on how
the neoliberal doctrine is incorporated in the political arguments of the dissadihisshines a light
on thecollision oralignment of the rationalesf the ICAs with th@olitical arguments that stem from
the discourseof citizen participationwhichare under inspection through answering the second sub
guestion In addition, a cleer examination reveals how third parties are influenced by the discourse.
This helpsunravellinghow ICAs use frames to get benefits from third parties, which is under scrutiny

in the third sub question.

ShereBrefers to the second sub questiott cortains a circuit of knowledge and rationales
that are produced and reproduced within the ICAs through practi€hs. circuitis an analytic tool
that contains three factors: ICAs, practices andvidedge/rationale.Specialattention goes out to
finding the rationales and knowledge of the ICAs and find out llogse areproduced and
reproduced.Before grasping the dynamics of the knowledge/rationale cir¢h#, nuancemust be
made that there is a division in already existing rationales and kadgé and newly created
rationales and knowledge. The already existing rationales can be found in the essential assumptions
of the ICA. They are the underlying knowledijeS @3 d W{HiKS SIFNIOK A& g NYAY
dzy adza il Ayl 0f SQ3>IwarBsiicéeaiing aia &blagicaRIGA i@ $hé firsti @ace. These first
rationales are easy to recognise and typical open doors. However, during the process of creating a
functioning ICA, new rationales and knowledge areduced that are specific for the type of
commons that a particular ICA creatd$ie knowledge/rationale circuit starts with an ICA performing
practices. These practices create practical knowledge effectively creating commons and organizing a
seltgoverning ICA. Througtnail-and-error, assumptios are constructed on how an orgaation
(and in extrapolation: a whole society) can be formed and reformed. This bedamededgethat
fundaments future thought and action processes. The practical knowledge is used within the ICA to

create more effectig practices and organizational structures. The new assumptions that form into a
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rationale are reproduced within the ICA and sustain themseltiesugh producing more practices

based on this rationale.

After auditingthe inherent knowledge and rati@hesthe research moves towards answering
what rationales of the ICAs conflict or align with the political discoufse. knowledge/rationale
circuit of the ICAs is in a complicated relationship with the politicabdise Rationales arereated
within the catext of the political discourse and thug some extent,align or collide This works
both ways: the already existing inherent knowledge and rationales confliglignwith the political
discourse and the political situation influences the production of new assumptions and knowledge of
the ICAs. For instancéCAs might see themselves@at of the citizen participation discoursend
take up rationalesused in the disourse. In reverse, or at the same time, they might resent some
assumptims of the discourse and opposiee political arguments. Conflicting with the institutional
forces might comiicate the creation of commonsince ICAs have to function on a practicakle
which is only possible with enough support from third parties. ICAs can also influence the political
discourse. This works through putting the rationales in coherent and structured frames that fit the

political discourse. How these frames are condedds discussed in thi#aird sub question.

The third sub question(sphere C)eals with the creation of framedCAs create frames
throughlabellingand signifyingof the performed practices andhared storiesFramesforme in the
first stages of the IGAbut are also subject to chang®&loreover, new frames are createih the
process Before the creation of frames a cycle of stories and practices takes filaeecycle starts
with a group of peoplehat share storiesSoriesrelateto the drive and desire of the people who are
part of the ICAs. They convey the moral aspect of the accomplishments or perceived future
accomplishments of the ICA. Stories are the narratives that contain the moral codes that must be
achieved through the factices of the ICA. They are rough guidelines for the actions of the group.
Every ICA starts with a story, a belief for a project held within an individual, but usually within a

group of individuals. The moral value of the project and the perceived fiaocemplishments are

18



conveyed in these stories. Through spreading information (via presentations or fteutbuth

advertisement), new individuals join and an ICgoisstituted

Individuals who are united in an ICA start performing actions inspirethdoghared desires
and hopes for future accomplishmentsthe actions of ICAs create change and transitiothe form
of new commons (e.gpermaculture garden, housing units, cultural centre), or new ways to govern
the created commons (e.g. creating taskfsavithin the ICA, devising a social decision systn).
Throughpracticesof the ICAghe stories are reinforce@nd reproduced.Accomplished actices
then feed into the fulfilled desires of the groupm this cycle of practices and stories frames ar
created.In the firststage ICAproduce a vision, a social decision systand documents that form
the core frame. This core frame forms the basis for the ICA and is used to present to external parties.
Only in much laterstages physical commons are pdoced (e.g. shared housing facilities,
permacuture garden, a green rooftop)lhesepracticesresult in stories that represent thdesires
and drive of the ICA. In addition, they createense of togetherness and increased relations within
the ICA. The stories tell the tale of how their togetherness spawned material and immaterial wealth.
These stories are mostlpositioned within a certain theme (e.g. communality, ecology).eTh
complee package of practices and storigsthen turned into a frame through labelling it in a way
that people (from inside and outside the ICA) can easily determine and identify theleoprpcess
that is signified. Frames are uséy the ICA to boost the inmecohesion and communicate widmd

get gains from third parties.

Heading over to the method section

How the citizen initiatives relate to the political discourse of citizen participation and the
governmentality of neoliberalism is questioned in threepsteFirst, the political arguments of the
citizen participation discourse are analysed for their alignment with the neolidefine. Since the
neoliberal idea of competition is so opposed to the collaborative characteristics of the citizen

initiatives, the political drive towards a bottorup welfare system seemsontradicting Next, the
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basic assumptions of the ICAs are questioned: how do tregmalesform the ICA and relate to the
political discourse? Lastly, | focus on thenfes of the citizen itiatives that are used to internally
and externally signify their stories and practic&ésgether he analyses ofnesestepsanswer the
research questionhow do institutions for collective action conflict and/or relate to the political

discourse of citien participation and the governmentality of neoliberalism?

20



Methods

The previous chaptepresentsthe conceptualframework of how institutions for collective action
create their frames and rationale3his chapterpresentsthe methodological approach ohow to

measure and analyse the concepts. It builgsin accordance to the three sub questions:

a. What does the political discourse of citizen participation entail in the Netherlands, in the light
of neoliberal governmentality?
b. What frames do ICAs use to ate and govern commons in an alternative way?

c. What rationales do ICAs use to create and govern commons in an alternative way?

This study takes a qualitative approadhis choice grants a more dynamic engagement with the
empiric field and leaves room fahe researcher to test and adapt during the study. Témpirical
data comes from two different sourcesSincethe first sub questiorrequiresan overviewof the
political discoursein the Netherlands, a literature studis executed The second and third sub
guestionrequire data on eco villages. This collectedthrough selecting cases and retrieving data

from their sites and via interviews with participants.

Research focus

This part describes the criteria that dictate how the results are interpreted. dsgmts the

expectations for the thresubquestions.

a. What does the political discourse of citizen participation entail in the Netherlands, in the light

of neoliberal governmentality?

To research the first sub questionlaerature study is performed on the character of the discourse.
The focus is on how the neoliberdbctrine is incorporated in the political arguments of the

discourse. The expectation is thiiie neoliberaldoctrineis incorporated in the political arguents
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for citizen participation (H1)The extent to which this is true, has an effect on the collision or
alignment of the rationales and frames of the ICAs with the political arguments that stem from the
idea of citizen participation. If the twmajor aspcts of neoliberalism (1o€us on competition of
rational actors 2. austerity on and privatization of public commons) can be found in the citizen

participation dscourse, this expectation fanded.
b. What rationales do ICAs use to create and govern corsrimoan alternative way?

The second sub questiorelates to the suspicion that ICAs contain assumptions and practical
rationales that conflict with the neoliberaldoctrine and the disourse of citizen participation.
Therefore the hypothesis is thathe basic assumptions of the ICAs conflict with the political discourse
of citizen participation (H2However, if the political arguments of citizen participation do not match
with the neoliberal governmentalitythis hypothesis is likely to bejectedas well The criterion for

H2 isthat the majority of assumptionand practical knowledge of the ICAs need to be in conflict with

the political discourse.
c. What frames do ICAs use to create and govern commons in an alternative way?

The third sub question has twitypothesesthe frames of the ICAdignwith the political discourse of
citizen participation (H33ndthe frames of the ICAs help in gaininekind or financial participation

of third parties (H4)The criterion for H3 is that all the frames must al@ma basic level with the
participation discourse. The frames might lean on rationales that conflict the discourse, however,
these differences are maskedrough framing.To affirm H4all the frames that the ICAs use must be

effective in gaining wkind orfinancial participation of third parties.

Literature study

This study takes the Netherlands as its research .figka citizen participation discourse and

neoliberal governmentalityare the subject mattersThe political discourse in the Netherlands
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coincides withthe neoliberal governmentality. Thiterature study must clarify how this macro
element is constructed through societal debate in the media and the political realm. The long list for
this study consisted of all government statements aboheé tparticipation discourse, all semi
government research group reports on citizen participation, all opinion articles of the top three
quality newspapers in the Netherlands on the matter of neoliberalism and citizen participation and
all the discussion othesetopicson online societal discussion platforms. The short list consists of a
selection of articles that were found in the four feneamed groups. This selection is based on the
notion ofadded value of additional articl@his means that per grouphé research stops if additional

articles do not give any more additional value to the data bundle.

The analysis of the data retrieved in the literature stiglgarried outthrough scrutinizing on
how the citizen participation discourse is rationalizedtire light of the neoliberal governmentality.
This is executed througfocussing on how the austerity measurase enforced after the recent
financial crisiendinteract with the citizen participation discoursgffort is putin deconstructing the
political discourse that is built up of dynamic networks of ideas and actors, ffiesgovernment
view is gathered through statements about participation of citizens and aziatythe semi
government research group reports onizén participation. After analyizg the government point of
view, the critique on the participation discourgecollected in opinion articles of qualityewspapers

and internet discussions on higimd blogs.

Case selection

The ICAs thatire engaged in the eco village movemenme interesting for this thesisThe projects
must be local and bottorup in order to pass the criteria on being an ICA. Sustainable housing can
also be done by tojlown organized housingooperatives, but these projects would not fit the
description.Thearea of research is the Netherlands. These criterégateda long list of 50+ projects

over the whole of the Netherlands. To get a short list, the projects that already lived together in a
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neighbourhood and then started a project to get more sustainaidee left out. Also the early stage
plans that did not have a location yet were left out. This gave a short list of five initiatives that were
suitable of research. The decision to take the three cases that were used in this thesis derived from

the amountof useful information on their website.

The cases ashort introduction

IEWANMYy first case is the ecological commune IEWAKousing cooperate that hasits principle

in the ecological aspect of living. They are situated in Lent, close to the city of Nijmegen. The project
is made up of 24 social housing units, a working space and a lot of common areas that are used for
leisure, growing crops, activities, etc. The consiinrcof the project is realised by the residents with

the help of more than 200 volunteers. Aftgears of gathering and planniagnd one year of building,

the projectwasofficiallyfinished

Ecodorp BoekeThe second case is the eco village in Boeksmall town in the province of Noord
Brabant. The project has a broad spectrum, it entaiteating housing units, a community centre,
working spaces, sustainable entrepreneurship and a sufficient kgmovn supply of energy, food
and water. The permaculte garden is already in place, but the rest of the project thénprocess of

building

Aardehuizen OlsfThe third case is the first eco village in the Netherlands based on the earthship
desigri. It is located in Olst, a small village with 3000 ciizens in the province of Overijssel. Their
mission is to live in harmony with nature and each other and be an inspiration to the world around
them. This community just moved into their houses (23 houses in private property and 3 social

housing unitspfter a long period of building with the help of owvene thousand/olunteers.

*The earthship is an architectural concept of Michael Reynolds, more informatiamenearthship.com

24


http://www.earthship.com/

Photo: IEWAN (Sourceww.hetkanwel.n)

||
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http://www.hetkanwel.nl/

Video stills from drone flight over Eco village Boekel (Sowwsi.ecodorpboekel.nl
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http://www.ecodorpboekel.nl/

