Breathing the air of Suriname?

The life course of Hindostani labour
migrants after indenture in Suriname,
18731940.

Matthijs Paul

S4566408

Prof. dr. Jan Kok

Master thesis

Geschiedenis en Actualite
January 182021

16,464 words

Radboud Universiteit g%
% N

OMINef@



Breathing the air of Suriname? The life course of Hindostani labour
migrants after indenture in Suriname, 18/30.

110 [T ({0 o NSO PPPPRPPPRPPR 2
Chapter 1From docile labourers to acting individuals. eholarlydiscussion..................cc.......... 5
The historiographical developmaeuitcolonial history and of indentured labour.................... 5.
The case of indentured labour iN SUMN@AMIE. ...........ooiiiiii i 8
Lacuna in thestudy of Surinamese indentureship............ccccvvviiiie e, 12
Chapte2z 6 Dui jati Bharat seé:awe,e Hikantigki .nMu.0d6 mere k a
ONaukar i rdcratgn@PpIoCeTSN..€.......ccoviiiiiiiiiiii e 16
The 6scum of the eart kadnfPakiA..g.en.er.al.i.s.ed.1®rofil e
Chapter3: Constructing the working frame. Source criticism and methodology....................... 22
Two sides of one storContextualising the textual SOUICeS...........ccuvveiiiivieeneeee e 22
The quantitative point ofiew. The database...............c.evvviiiiiieee e 24
V1Y {gTo o (0] (oo VAPPSR 26
Chapted: 6 A | eopard never changes his s.pot.s@® The d
The demographics of the SAMPIE.........oo e e 30
The outcome of thife CoUrses PreSented...........uvuuuiiiiiiiiiccee e 31
Putting the OUtCOMES 10 the TESL.......uiic e 33
INterpretng the fINAINGS........oi e e e e e e 35
Chapters: Actors in a foreign setting. The influence of the Surinamese context...................... 37
The time related analySIS.........uvuiiiiiiiiiiir e e e e 37
The possible influence of the PIAKIONS ... 42
L0} o Tod 1§13 T o P 45
F Y o] 01T o o7 =T3P 47

1] o][ToTo =T 0] o) V/2S 55



Breathing the air of Suriname?The life course of Hindostani labour migrants after
indenture in Suriname, 18731940.1
Matthijs Paul s4566408

6[ é] my soul, this is a foreign | and where

me? The only one to whom | can turn to is Khuda [Allaho has cared for me and will take

care of me i2n future as well . d

These are the words of Rahman Mohamidkdn (18741972), an Indian indentured labourer in
Suriname between the"L8f April 1898 and the 18of April 1903.Khanwrites these wordis his
autobiographyaround 193, describing hisrrival at the plantation Lust en Ré# Beneden
Commewijne* His memoiregyive a unique insight ito his daily life, but also ito the experiences of
indentured labowrsin Suriname and the liféuring and #er their fiveyears contract perict

This oneof-a-kind work offers abottomup perspectivewhich has gained more attentiom
public discussions on colonialisim recent yearsSincethe turn of the century, more questions are
raised on the place drtonsequences of imperialismWesternEuropean identity and society.
Consequentlya growing presence of tleelonial historyin education and shift in perspectivare
prevalent. For example, in the Netherlands, the Miblslaven van Surinam@®Ve, daves of
Suriname) of Surinamese resistance fighter Anton de Kom leegraintegral prt of Dutch history
classesince 2020

Next to these social developments, more scholarly attention has beentpeiddaionial past

The history of slaveris a cental feature in thisong-lasting extensivehistorical discussiohEven

11 am very grateful for everyone who assisted and supported me during this research. | especially would like to

thank my supervisors prof. dr. Jan Kok and Bjérn Quanjer MA for their inspiring advice, which always

challenged me to dig deeper intos research. | also would like to thank dr. Coen van Galen for his advice and
help. Additionally, | would like to thank dr. Maurits Hassankhan, who was so kind to answer my questions

regarding the database.

2Munshi Rahman Khan JeevarnPrakash translatbn: Kathinka SinhaKerkhoff, Ellen Bal, Alok Deo Singh
(eds.),Autobiography of an Indian indentured labouf@elhi, 2005 [1945]), 92.

SRahman Khan only calls the plantation where he
usesthe@rnan Tongo name 0 SlkveaPpaka8h83®Wa h man Khan,

4 An 1899 map displaying the districts in Suriname is added on page 41.

5 Khan,JeevarPrakash Nationaal ArchiefSuriname Contractarbeiders uit India (Hindostanen) [Suriname
Indentured laburers from India (Hindostanis)[1999,
<https://www.nationaal@hief.nl/onderzoeken/index/nt00345?searchFernjretrieved on December 21
2020].

5 The book of Anton de Kom has been added tocdheon van NederlanfCanon of Dutch History) for
secondary chools: Anton de Kom\ij slaven van Surinam@6th edition; Amsterdam, 2020 [1934]).

7 Surinamese history has recently been dominated by the study of slavery. The publicatiGuoihtmmese
slave registergavea boost to the amount of research poBsds: Cornelis W. van Galen, Maurits S.

Ha s s a n k h an ;notéoA the stageeegistarstof Suriname, 183 6 5 dhe History of the Familg23:3
(2018), pp. 5085 2 0 ; Nati onaal .Shveoré tedr,s ®,Suz20 ha,me
<https://www.nationaalarchf.nl/onderzoeken/zoekhulpen/surinasiavenregisters#collapg8675> [retrieved
on November 302020].
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though slavery is a topic worth studying, it seems wiserttembethat colonial history does not start
nor end with the study of slavery. By only focussing on slavery and the abdlftthe institution, one
would seem tmeglect the period between the formal emancipation of the enslaved and the
independence of the former colonies. This period, however, encompasses 50 to 150 years of valuable
and interesting histor§/
The consequercof leaving this period out of the sddudy scopeis that the history of many
groups of people who lived in colonial societies after emancipafilbbe understudiedOne of those
groups consists of Hindostani indentured migrants, coming from Britika ta Surinamén the
period from 1873 to 191@his thesis will focus on the lives of these 34,000 people and specifically
on their life course after indenture, which, as the scientific discussion below will present, is a

relatively understudied featuoé the extensiwe fields of colonial and indentureshigtudes

The centrathoice investigateth this thesiswill be settlement or repatriatiptherefore focussing on
only a segment of #life courseHence, the resear ch qddenditidusbn i s as
characteristics anithe Surinamese contexifluencethe postindenture choice of repatriation or
settlementf Hindostani indenturethigrantsin Suriname between 1873 andi0® 6 Thi s r esear ¢
period isselectebecausehe system of indentad migrdion existed between 1873 and 19A8.will
be the case, the actual research period will be more broad than these 43 years ghoess$ibility of
re-indenturégs) andbecause of consequences of the methodology.

In chapter 1, thecholarlydisaussionand the hypotheseasill be presentedn the second
chapter, a short overview will be givehwho migrated from India to Suriname based mainly on the
written literatureandK h a n 6 s a u tlrotheithvdgchapter, ihgainsources will be
problematised and the method will be presented. In chapter 4, an analysis of the individual
demographic characteristics of the indentured migrants will be conducted. Chapter gahilgjbhon
the timerelated developmemindonthe influence of external fagwin Surinamedetermining the
role of the district where an indentured migrant served his comtndtihe sort of crops cultivated on
the plantations.

This research will aatribute to the scientific debate ordentureshipn a colonial context, by
casting light on the ending of the contract period and therefore, a better understanding of indentureship
and its consequencispossible. Secondly amdorespecifically, this reseancwill contribute to the
understanding of the life courses of labour mi¢ggdrom India. For the Surinamese case, this is even
more interesting, since in the first decade of thiéc&htury, about 295,000 descendants of the

Hindostani migrants still liveéin either Suriname of the NetherlarfdBhirdly, this research will

8 For example: J.P. Siwpersdde Nederlandse regering en de afschaffing van de Surinaamse slavernij (1833
1863 (Groningen, 1979).

9 G. Choenni, Chan B. ChoenniSarnami Hindostani 1920960.Worteling, identiteit en
gemeenschapsvorming in SurinafAensterdam, 2012), 29.



contibute to the research projsttife after SlaverylLegacies of BondagendHistorical Database
Surinameby studying an integral part of pestivery Surinamese society gmapulation'®
But next to thesacademiaontributionsthis research also contrilastto public discussions.
As historian MargrieFokken states, there is a feeling amongst Hindostani Surinamese that their
history is underrepresented in social and sifiemtebate. Additionally, for large groups in Suriname,
the Netherlands anelsewheeg, it is interesting and important to explore and get acquainted with their
family history. This research hopes to give these people a better understanding of theirrarscést | | v e s

in Surinamé!

Beforecommencing with thecholarlydebateit is important to discuss the use of language in this
thesis Where possible, this research srie decolonize the research on the history of the Hindustani
indentured labouexperiencéy not directly coping Dutch or English termased by colonial
governments. Anxample is the wordoolie (in Dutch:koelig). Although the definition of this
concept differs through time and placeyésgenerally refeiing to a hired labouremainly of a
Chinese, Indian or Indonesian descent. In the period in which indentureisiigu gthe terncoolie
was mostly associated with the racially determined groups of HindestaBiriname In the present
time, it is associated with a derogatoigtion and a clear relationship of dominatién

In order toprevent the use of derogatdgrmsand in order to focus on the perspective of the
Hindostanikantraki(which stresses the functioather tharthe status of the person in question), from
this point this thesis will be using Sarnami Hindostanins. Thidanguage developed in Surinam
among the&kantrakias a result of the mixture of the different languages spoken in Britishilhalia
example hhdi and Urdui andof in lesser extent Sranan Tongo, English and Dutds, however,
impossible teentirelyeliminate Eurocentric vocabuia In some casethe Dutch or English term will

be used, for example in discussing the Dutch immigration regjister

Pvan Galen, HassawmhklRawomnh 6Aer a$ @aarc KBE/gRadboud Ingditutefér Sur i n a
Cul t ur e a redaci¢siofddndagey towartld a database of Surinamese life courses in a multigenerational
perspective (1832 950 ) 6 wwru.nl/pch/outrdsearch/researaroupsO/radboudgrouphistoricat
demographyfamily-history/currentresearckprojects/legacies
bondage/#:~:text=The%20project%20'Legacies%200f%20bondage,the%20Platform%20Digital%20Infrastructur
€%20SSH.> [retrieved on Jaary 12’2 02 1] ; Radboud I nstitute for Culture
Setting the research agenda of slave historidseiglobal era, 1750 9006, <https: f{/ www. ru. nl
research/researajroups/radboudroupfor-historicakdemographyandfamily/currentresearckprojects/life

afterslavery/> [retrieved on Octobel" 2020].

11 Choenni, ChoennBarnami Hindostani29; Gaiutra BahaduiCoolie woman. The odysseyinfenture

(London, 2013), xixxxi; Margriet FokkenBeyond beingsoeliesand kantgki. Constructing Hindostani

identities in Suriname in the era of indenture, 1:8821(Hilversum, 2018)11-13; Sandew HiraTerug naar

Uttar PradeshOp zoek naar de wortels van Surinaamse Hindostéhlea Hague, 2000).

2 Fokken,Beyond beingoeliesandkantakti, 2325, 122125; Chan E.S. Choenrindostaanse

contractarbeiders 187%3920. Van India naar de plantages in Surinafvielendam, 2016), 226.

13 Fokken,Beyond beingroeliesandkantraki, 1622; Khan,Jeevan Prakast264271.



Chapter 1: From docile labourers to acting individuals. Thescholarly discussion.
While slavery and abolition kra been central to Suramese historiography, from World War Il
onwards there has been increase in historical interest in the period directly after the abolition of
slavery. In 1863the enslaved people in Suriname were emancipated t@ndyearsystem of
apprenticeshifStaatsbvezichj was installedFrom 1873 onwards, an organised system of indentured
labourcaused7,500 people from India, Indonesia and MacamigratingSuriname to work on
plantations in the Dutch colony for five years. The tagulated batch of the in &t34.024* British
Indiankantrakiarrived in Paramaribo in 1916, while the last indentured migrants froforther
Dutch East Indiesc(rrentlylndonesia) arrived in 186°

In order to contextualise the abgwkischapter will discuss thecholarlydebdes regarding
indentureship. First, a short overview of the historiographical development of colonial history will be
presented, before shedding light on the debate on indentureship. In the secondtiseciatef the
debate on the indenture kdintr&i in Suriname and their life course after indenture will be discussed.
Thelast part of this chapter will present the hypotheses.

The historiographical development of colonial history and the indeniaibedr system

Colonial history has long been studli@ a rather institutional, tepottom perspective, with a focus on
the territorial, political and economic expansion of European colonial imperial states. Attention was
paid to the colonial governmenbfficials and central European figures in the ogassterritories,
while there wadittle attention devoted tfor the colonised actors. tifie perspective of the colonised
was taken into account, it mostly appeared that colonialism developed tiirgppean areas.
However partly due totheimmigrationof people from the (former) colonies after World War
I, the migrantdroughtwith stories and experiences of living in a colonial sph@éamsequently,
more attention was paid tbeir side of the storand apostcolonial perspective became increasingly
important in scholarly debate on colonial history from the 19¥70is made way for a growing focus
on the colonies themselves, the suppressed groups in those colonies and the negative effects of
coloniaism. In the 1980s, following the increasinigtoriographicalfocus on macrohistory, more

attention was paid to the processes of slavery, the migration of enslaved and later indentured migrants

14 This number represents the amount of Hindostani migrants who arrived in Paramaribo; a total of 34,304
Indians departed from Calcutta. The difiece between these numbers can be explained by the fact that the
death rate on the ships to Suriname was higher tteabittn rate. Next to these immigrated Indians, there was a
small number of free migrantswhich is not taken into account in this thesisnd about 3,000 British Indians
who migrated from British and French West Indian colonies. The latter group id tadite database used in

this thesisSee: C.J.M. De KlerkDe immigratie der Hindostanen in Surinaf®ensterdam, 1953), #I3, 87,
176-177.

15 Fokken,Beyond beingroeliesandkantrgki, 119-121;Joshua R. HylesGuiana and the shadows of empire.
Colonialand cultural negotiations at the edge of the wd@tldnham, 2014),88 1; P. C. Emmer, OAsi ¢
Compared: Some Observations regarding imdiad Indonesian Indentured Labourers in Surinam,-18933 9 6 ,
in: Itinerario 11:1 (1987), pp. 14954, here: 150; Rosarijn Hoefte In place of slavery. A social history of
British Indian and Javanese laborers in Surinaf@ainesville, 1998), 14, 6&2.



and other socioeconomic and demographic subjects. In the, 1898ised by the famous works of

Edward SaidOrientalismandCulture and Imperialisma call for a new perspective was successful.
Among others, historian Tony Ballantyne stated that a more cultistalical approach was necessary

for studying and understaridg colonialism properly. In this New Imperiblistory, scholarly attention
shouldbe focused on discourses, power relations, gender and ethnicity. Ballantyne mentions three new
focus points: the moral frameworks of empires, the reciprocal relation and influence between the

colony and the colonisingpanty, and the webbed character olonial space$’

As with the trend in colonial history, the debate on the indentured labour system transformed from an
institutional, politically oriented discussion towards more postcolonial, batfmanalyses of thige

of the indentured migrantBidenturedmigration is often regarded as a system replacing the institute

of slavery. Colonial governments sought to fill the labour shortage that arose after the abolition of the
trade of enslaved peopadespeciallyafter theabolition of slaveryMostly colonies with a low

population density faced many problems in atirgoenoughlabourersThe first by ordinance

regulated group of indentured Indian migrants arrived in the British colony of Mauritius in 1829 to
work on plantationgor five years. Thenlistmenof Indian indentured migrants wasowevernot

limited to British coloniesFrench colonies also attracted Indiaasgd dher colonies to which Indians
migrated were among others Fiji, Réunion, Natal (Soutit&), and British GuyanaVhen

comparing the number of migrated Indians, the flow to Suriname only aeddanabout3% of all

Indian indentured migration between 1830 and 1917.

16 Doortje SwatersTegen de grens van emancipatie. De ontwikkeling van slavernij in Nickerie, 18820

[thesis] (Nijmegen, 2018), p-B,Re mc o Raben, 6A newP&ambuationsimaper i al hi st
prospect i BMGNT Low Codriries histarickreview18:1 (20B), pp. 53 0 ; Remco Raben, 6D
sporen overzee. Ni euwe kol oni al e DgGdsldl2 aé)pp.s i n Nede
12181228 Tony Ball antyne, 6Rel igion, di ffermevictormn and t he
Studes47:3 (2005), pp. 42455.

17 Hoefte,In place of slavery30; Hyles,Guiana and the shadows of empir&-76, 8691;

Brij V. Lal, éUnder st andi n ¢gouthlAsa. JoutndliofaAsian Stod@esh t ur e exp e
(1998), . 215237, here216;E. van den Boogaart b6 Cdbnidismagdmigeation,and|l ntr od
overvi ewd, i n :ColénialGm an& mignation. Iffjdentlred labour before and after slavery

(Dordrecht, 1986), pp.-38, here: 810; Radjinder BagwanbaliContracten voor SurinameArbeidsmigratie
vanuit BritsIndit onder het indenturethbourstelsel 1873916(The Hague, 1996), 145, 78; Rosemarijn

Hoefte, Ol ndenture in the |l ong nineteenRichardsoent uryao, i
(Eds.),The Cambridge Worl#iistory of SlaverfCambridge, 2017), pp. 64682, here: 611; Stanley L.
Enger man, 0Servants to slaves to servants. Contract |

Colonialism and migration. Indenturddbour before and after slave(fpordrecht, 1986), pp. 26394, here:

272. For indentureship in the British Caribbean and British Guyana, see for example: Lomarsh Roopnarine,

6l ndian migration during indentur 8619 2@dagbariistodfe i n Br it
52:2 (2011)pp. 173191, here: 174 74; S. L. Enger man, OEconomic change a
Caribbean. The end of slavery and t he aAbjpltiosdandissnt t o e
Aftermah. The historical context, 1790916(London, 1985), pp. 22844, here: 22226, 231235. For

i ndentureship on Trinidad, Maur it i-costinentdmigratipnasdee f or e
the refashioning of indentured labour. Arthur Gordon Tr i ni dad, MaavidiLambartsAlamand Fi j i
Lester (eds.)Colonial lives across the British empire. Imperial careering in the long nineteenth century

(Cambridge, 2006), pp. 262R7. For indentureship on Danish St. Croix, see for examplaatsh Roopnarine,

0 Riadenture, repaiation and remittances of erdentured Indians from Danish St Croix to British Infia ]



The moral aspect of indenture has gained more attention among schndarthe 1960s
According to somlogist Radjinder Bhagwanbali, this debate can be divided into two sides. Hugh
Tinker is often cited as one of the main advocates for the critical position that indentureship is actually
a disguised, new form of slavery.tis 1974 publicatiomNew systerof slavery Tinker argues that
Indian indentured migrants experienced the same situation and circumstances as the formerly
enslaved. There are, however, sariticistswho haveputthis dTinkeriarbthoughtinto perspective
but who follow the idea that imehtureship is an ibetween form of slavery and free labour. One of
those scholars is Panchanan Shah, who has argued that the system was badly organised and was of a
corruptive and bad natyrkut not fully comparable toalery!8

On the other side of thidebate is a much smaller group of scholeins state that the process
of recruitment was well organised and, although there were cases of conflict and misleading, an
improvement of the processes and systems of indentur@shigh beobservedSome of thes
historians are Maurits Hassankhan and Brij ladido, together with Doug Munro, edited a volume on
indentured labour in 201#41ahen Utchanaktateghe followingin the foreword6 Thi s wor k s hat
the 6TPakedvdhgmoh has [ é] portrayed the I ndian i n¢
docile, incapabl e d*inhis @ costtibutiongHassanghareesderses this [ € ] 0
statement and states that these immigrants had agency. They were ns$ radipledwalsas Tinker
statedput could resist oppression and thus can been seen aspztiiegpantsn the system of
indentured labouf®

This thesis will follow the latter statement by Hassankhankiduarakiwere indeed active
actors in the process of indargship, but it will be kept in mind that hierarchical relations have had
their influence on the role that the Hindostani migrarageud in the process indentured migration.
However, as will be clear, the main goal of this thesis is not to positathiitghis debate on the

moral nature of indentureship.

[ 618631 8 7 3 &candinavian Journal of Histol85:3 (2010), pp. 24267; For African indentured

labourers, see forexample Mo ni ca Sc hul e rAfricad indermured ktourarsifdr Bueopebn o f
colonies in the ninet e e Gdlohialismeandmigraton. Indentured RboGr.befdtEemmer ( e
and after slaveryDordrecht, 1986), pp. 12562, here: 152.

18 BhagwanbaliContracten voor Surinam@0-25; Hugh Tinker A new system of slavery. The export of Indian

labour overseagOxford, 1974); Panchanan Sakanigration of Indian labou(Delhi, 1970).

®Mahen Utchanah, O&éFor ewor ddv,LaljDoug Mivheoedd. ResistascandHa s sank h a
Indian indenture experience. Comparative perspeciidesv Delhi, 2014), pp.-B.

20 BhagwanbaliContracten voor Surinam@425;Roopnarine, o6l ndian migration du
Maur i ts S. The#ndianandehtired experiénce inBame. Control, accommodation and resistance
18731916 6, i n: Maurits S. Ha s s a Rdsibtance,andBndianjindeviture L a | , Do u ¢

experience. Comparative perspectiyew Delhi, 2014), pp. 19240,here: 200202;P . C. Emmer, O6The n
Hindu. The recruitment of Indian indentured labourers for service overseas1 18706 &.C. Emmer (ed.),

Colonialism and migratin. Indentured labour before and after slavéBordrecht, 1986), pp. 18208, here:

188189 For more literatureon Hindeshi and Javanese resistance in Surina
passage to Suriname? The migration of Imemdtienallabd r esi st
and WorkingClass Historys4 (1998), pp. 18 9 ; Ros emar i j randhiesigande.dndenthir€ddabdr r o |

i n Sur i NeaumeWesindisane Gids/New West Indian GuiglE1-2 (1987), pp. 222.



Additionally, this thesiswill take into account the thregay interactiorin indentureship posed
by Lomarsh Roopnarine, where the relations between the Indian government, the Caribbean local
govenments and planters, and (in his study) Danish government play an importahhiokeems to
foll ow Ballantynebds call for at Themis,ihawaverfaor t he w
subdivision needed between the Dutch and British governmEmntsmeans that the processes of
indentureship has to be viewed not only as a atiigm between two parts of the worlds, but as an
interconnectedfour-way mechanism between different actors. The resultesttimtertwining

relations is what shaped theentual conditions and aspects of the Indian indentureship in Surthame.

The casef Suriname

Hindostanis were ndhe firstnor theonly group to be recruited by the Dutch. As historian Joshua
Hyles portrays, the Dutatolonial government, thi€oloniale Staten sought to fillthe labour

shortages. A first attempt to compensateafdeclined population of enslaved individuals was to
attract Dutch farmers to work on Surinamese plantations. In 1845 the first gridoplasfdsche
boerenarrived in SurinameThis plan was never really successful due to the small number of people
willing to move and a high death rate among the ones that did migrate.

In 1858, about 500 Chinese farmers were recruited from Macao. Although these labourers
became quite succeskfn the colony the problem of labour shortage was not resolved Kidhaniale
Statenput effort in a more largecale labour immigration and eventually convinced the Dutch States
General to sigthe Recruitment Treaty with Great BritathiThis treaty albwed the Dutch to recruit
labourers in British India with the intentidhat the attracted migrants worked ®mrinamese
plantationdor five years The Dutch agreed that the contract labourers were to remain subjects to the
British crown during their conact period until 192#7 which granted the migrants the right to agipe

to a British agent present in Surinariie

2R o o p n a r-indemtyre, répAtaation and remitae s 6-250.2 4 9

22 Hoefte, In place of slaveryl4; HylesGuiana and the shadmof empire74-76, 86; Van den Boogaart,

Emmer, o6l ntroductiondé, 8; Cornelis At zBeerlabl@e kst ra, oL
(1903), pp. 111113; Herman Obeijn, Marlou SchroverKomen en gaarimmigratie en emigratie in Nederland

(Amsterdam, 2008), 14344. For Indonesian indentured labourers, see for example: Hogflace of slavery.

23 The full name of the treaty Sonvention between Great Britain atite Netherlands, relative to the

emigration of labourers from India to the [@htcolony of Surinamor more information on the communication

and discussions between theloniale Staterand the States General, see: Hodftglace of slavery31-33.

24Ex-kantrdkir e ma i ne d weeimdelmgegrethe gy@s of the Dutch govenent. Only their children

born after June 101927, had the right to call themselves a Dutch subject. See: De Rieikymigratie der
Hindostanen184186.

25 Bhagwarbali, Contracten voor Surinamé80-181; ChoenniHindostaanse contractarbeider&26-730;

Hoefte,In place ofslavery, 3132,445 5, 61 ; Hoefte, &6l ndenture in the | ong
Guiana aml the shadows of empir86-87; Obdeijn.Schover,Komen en gaar48-249; Rosemarijn Hoefte,

0S| aan o fVerschillerurevere e nfPussen Hindostaanse en Javaanse CcO
Hans Ramsoedh (edslf,ben een haan met een kroon op mijn hoofd. Pacificatie en verzet imaadlen

postkoloniaal Surinam@msterdam, 2007), pp. 1868, here: 15A53.



It seems that the DuteBurinameseolonial administration rather easily could follow and
copy theBritish patterns of indenture, recruiemt and migration. That the Dutch actuallg follow
theseexamples is apparent from the next citation from 187&e Dutch businessman and publicist
Balthazar Heldring 6 é] what we [the Dutch] can |l earn fro
there already exists a supply of work forces from British Irsiliee years on a large schlet G
Additionally, the Recruitment Treaty implies the
arrangementp é &re those prescribed by the regulatiohsot he Br i ¥ Thatthe Britsh oni es . 0
regulations formeé an example is not only a matter of convenience, but in all probah#itigritish
government put pressure on the Duizlact in ordinance with their conditioffs.

Following the discussion in ##/Dutch States General about the nationality of the contrac
labourers, combined with a growing sens®atchnationalism and prid&2,962 contract labourers
were recruited from thButch East Indiedetween 1890 and 39. This resulted, in combinationitiy
a growingnationalistic tendency and an expandiagigance movement against indentureship in
India, in the last ship witkantrakiarriving in 1916 and the formal abolishmentrdian
indentureshipn 1920?°

Whenconsideringhe Dutch colonial sphie, historian Remco Raben states that, unlike in British and
French historiography, the New Imperial History perspective has not yet been fully incorporated by
Dutch colonial historians. The framework used by the majority, accotdiRgben, is too focudeon
the colonial society as a whole, while regarding the colonial government as the most important actor
and colonial relationships and connections a®ttgnetworks. He states that there should be a shift
towards an idea of\aaried and multinstitutional colony, in which nopolitical institutions should
have a greater influence and where corporative and information networks play a signific&nt role.
The statement by Raben seems true for studies by Dutch historthed950s and 1960s
C.J.M. & Klerk is often cited as one of the first authorsttalythe Hindostanindentured migrabn
from India to Suriname. Although his 1953 work elaborately describes the process of recruitment, the
systems of migration and indentshgp and the integratioof Hindostanis in Surinamese society, De
Klerk does so from a Dutch, institutional and colonial perspective. According to Fokken, De Klerk
does not take the Hindostani perspective sufficiently into acébunt.
Thisinstitutionalpoint of viewis not unige. For example, istorianJ.D. Speckmann and

studesthe Hindostani labour migration based on the plural society thesis. Thisitlaesigrding to

266 [ é] wiwomtrent dit onderwerp in Demerary kunnen leeren, Immers daar bestaat de aanvoer van

werkkrachten uit Britsclindié sedert jaren op groasec haal [ é] 6: Bal thazar Hel dring
Sur i na Dedds42 (1878), pp. 535649, here: 535.

27 BhagwanbaliContracten voor Surinamé.78.

281dem, 178.
2% Hoefte, In place of slavery44-55, 61.
®Raben, 6A new Dutch imperial history?5o.

31 De Klerk, De immigratie der Hindostaneirokken,Beyond beingioeliesandkantraki, 27.
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Fokkenist at es t hat OSurinamese soci etwereodiwsallymade up
politically and economically separated from one another. The only thing that held this divided society
together, was Wheteseobftibiaé t boplofiomansihows Speck
institutionalperspective?

The posed idea of Rabefithe absencef the perspective of New Imperial Histdrgcomes
guestionable after investigatitige historiographical developments from the 19@@sards Since
then there has been an increase in the number of Hindostani authors studying the indentured labour
systemIn 1963, a volume was published, remembering the fact that ninety years before, the first ship
(theLalla Rookh with 399 Hindustant® migrants arrivedn Suriname. In the different chapters,
according to the introduction, more attention was paid to theHl o st a n i perspective,
contribute] € fo the fight against prejudices, misunderstandings and mutual mistrust, so that the
discussion ahdat the social and cultural problems of our country can take place in a spirit of mutual
r e s pHdtcststrikingly interesting that, despite the goal of these papers to emphasize the Hindostani
perspective, Speckmann and De Klerk also contribute todtusne by adding a paper in which both
authors appear to hold on to their colomiatl institutionapoint of view3®

From the 1980s onwardcalemic haveconducted more quantitative research on the
Hindostani indentured migration. Piet Emmer, professwgréus on European expansion and
migration, opposed the aforementioned Tinkerian paradigm-byakiatirg the circumstances in
which the Hindostani indentured labourers were recruited, the labour which was exercigerl and
choice tosettle orto returnto India. Emmer stated that there were many differences between slavery
andindentureshipby showing thathe labourergnjoyal some personal freedoms and women had a
higherchance of emancipation than they would have had in British #hdia.

Rosemarijn Hoefte, professor in Surinamese history after 1873 and a cfitikefian
thought that indenture was amérm of slavery disputes this thesis of female emancipation by
stressing the importance of intersectionality in the process of oppression. Hoefte stressed that female

kantrakiwere disadvantagduy the combination of their sex, social status and racigin. This

32 Fokken,Beyond beingdroeliesandkantraki, 28.

33410 Hindostanis embarked the ship. 11 of them died during the seavbyage:ii onaal Archi ef, 0H]
inSurinane 6, <https://www. nationaal ar c h tines@irinamée>/[retrieded r z o e k e n |
on November 2 2020]; Nationaal ArchiefContractarbeiders uit India

46 é] met deze bundel st udiodroorddlen,jmisverstanden engvederzijlsot de st
wantrouwen, opdat de discussie over de sociale en culturele problemen van ons land in gan gesrzijds

respect kanWpl aatsetehmdendéoéTer inleidingd, nin: E. G. A

(eds.),vVan BritschIndisch immigrant tot burger van Surinar(iehe Hague, 1963), pp. 11.
35 Fokken,Beyond being koeliesand kantrdk-2 8 ; C. J. M. de Kl erk, o6De komst en

I ndi £rs in Surinamed, i n:tchBan@ds. &z BritsahlhdisehlmmigidnttotGanpat ,
burger van SurinaméThe Hague, 1963),pp. 457 ; J. D. Spec k man n yverahdéwng bijder oces v
Hi ndostaanse bevol kingsgroep in Suriname&aBitckh E. G. A

Indisch immigrant tot burger van Surinartiehe Hague, 1963), pp. 588.

Emmer, O0The mgFekkenBeyandibeidgodies shdkantraki28-29;P. C. Emmer, 6 The g
escape. The migration of female indentured servants from British India to Surinard, 28736 ®avidi n :

Richardson (ed.)}bolition and its aftermathrhe historical context 17901916(London, 1985), pp245-266.
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resulted in a sexual labour distinction, where wonmenopmed different tasks and therefore mostly
received less payment. The financial disadvantaged group that arose from this sexual and social
difference became strongly dependent on merpinders. Hoefte concludes from this that women
had a notable snial chance of réndentureship and permanent settlement after their contract than
men, mosthbecausenost women could not survive on their own or could not affoflild up a new
life in Surinamebecause of the lack of savings

Sincethe 1990s, thdebate on Hindostani indentured labour follows a broader trend in
historiography, by shifting to a perspective more in line with cultural hiskboye attention has been
paid to a bottorup, postolonial and subaltern perspective, in whichkhatrakireceived the most
attention Additionally, it became customary to use primary sources like personal stoekhistory,
objectsandpictures for studying migration processes. The work &keEp is a good example ofish
bottomup perspective, which caalso be seen inyblications byHoefteandin the works of
HindostaniSurinamese researchers Sandew Hira, Chan Choeni, and R.I. Djawalapersad. These
authors can be describes as scholars widystubaltern history, mostly with a pasilonial and
feministperspective, in order to put the Hindostani migrant central in their res€arch.

Following this trend, it is important that Indian cultural values are taken into account in order
to improve ourunderstandingf the position in which Hindostani immigrantesesituated
Hindostanidelievedthat crosing the sea, or thkali pani(black waters), to other lands is a sin and
therefore, oneds soci al posi tomaheriveriGarigesbe | ost ©be
Following this detachmenthe migrant will be gt from the cycle of reincarnation. Not only did this
affect the process of consideration to emigriatit it is particularly important when one wants to
repatriate to India after indemaaship. Without the rights of the caste they formerly belongetwas
difficult to maintain a life in India. This concept is based on Vedic traditions and is therefore important
to Hindus, but also to Muslims. It is argued®ymit Guha an€hoenni andChoenni that culturally,
Muslims from Hindostan are more inspireg and tied to the Vedic traditions than by and to Middle
Eastern cultural customa.ddi t i onal |l y, according to Sumit Guha:

South Asian society requires ugte¢ ] briHhngdomenbd&ck in [é] 0

37 BahadurCoolie woman163-177;Fokken,Beyond beindgoeliesandkantraki, 29; Hoefteln place of slavery
34,1021 1 3; Hoefte, 6l ndenture in the |l ong nineteenth ce
labor in SurinameForbete r  or f o rBoletio de€Estudlids,Latinoamericanos y del Cadi2(1987),
pp. 5570.

38 ChoenniHindostaanse contractarbeider€hoenni, Choennarnami HindostaniFokken,Beyond being
koeliesandkantraki, 34. 463, 6972; Hira, Terug naar Utar Pradesh R.I. Djwalapersad, R.W. Mac Donald,
De laatste stemmen der immigran{@aramaribo, 1988)

39 BahadurCoolie woman46-50; Choenni, Choenn§arnami Hindostani27; FokkenBeyond beindcoelies
andkantraki, 19, 6768; Marina Carter, Khal Tabully, Coolitude An anthology of the Indian labour diaspora
(London, 2002), 167; Sumit GuhBeyond castddentity and power in Southeast Asia, past and present
(Leiden, 2013), 415.
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Lacuna in the study @durinameséndentureship

In studies after 1999, the availability of the database of the Hindostani immigrants made it possible to
investigate many demographic aspects of the immigrants. Althbigytlatabase isreated from

Dutch cdonial sourcegsee below), it contains a lot of individual information with which much can be
said about the lives of the Hindostanihis database could therefore be used to investigate the
migration contract perid and livesof thesekantrakiin a botom-up perspectivé®

A great part of the historiography on indentureship focusseke process of recruitment,
migration andn life on the plantations. However, not muipliantitativeresearch has beeevotedo
the postindenture life coursespecifically towhether thekantrakireturredto India or settld
permanently in Surinam&he historiographical development of this choice will be set out in the
following part.

As Hoefte has indicated, whetheekantrakicould returndependedn the extent of financial
independency, which was greatly determined byctmemporargexual and racial ideas and
practices. Hoefte does not, however, support this statement with a quantitative analysis. It would seem
to make sensthat for example differenworking conditions had influence on tkentrakb s c hoi ce t o
return or settle after their contract period.

Gharietjeand Chan Choenni have performed more than & pth interviews with
Hindostaniex-kantrakiand with secondral third generation Surinamese and Dutch Hindostani. Their
works from 2012 and 2013 also give some attention to whelindostanigeturned tomdia or stayed
in SurinameBased on th&939Surinaamsche Verslg@urinamese Reporthé authorpresenan
overview of criteria &antrakihad to meet if they wanted to settle in Suriname. The authors present
this list as relatively strict andsappicable throughout the whole period of Indian indentureshie
problem is that somgualificationsaremulti-interpretable Someone lost their right to-nedenture or
settlement wheone wasn any way convicted or had anything to do with any illegatticas; this
prerequisite is not much subjected to any interpretitimbeit that the trial and conviction & were
treated with a European and mostly-ptanter perspectivé.Other aspects mentioned by Choenni
and Choenni are more prone to interpretation, where the colonial government and therptastters
had the right of decision. If an dantrakiwas sck, handicapped, weakened, incapacitated or lazy, the
Hindostanis lost their right to stay in the colony. Therefore, it is a challenge to standardise the practice
of exclusion of rendenture or settlement for this particular grétip.

In addition,Choenniand Choenni state that in the beginning ofgagod of indentureshjp
thenumberof repatriating Hindostanis was high. The authors do not support this statement with

arguments for the low settlement numbeétgles, however, states that in the imging years of the

40 Nationaal ArchiefContractarbeiders uit IndiaFokken,Beyond beindoeliesandkantraki, 140143.

41 Choenni, ChoennBarnami Hindostanil5-16, 464 7 ; Hoefte, 6Contr dnlplaceafd resi st
slavery 32.

42 Choenni, ChoennBarnami Hindostani46-47.
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indentured labour systernt was not a perfect system. The individuals that were recruited had no
experience with or knowledge of agricultural warkd theywere often not in good health.

The number of remigraig Hindostanisleclined througlout the period of Hindostani contract
labour. According to the Choenni and Choenni, ¢hismainly be explained by the establishment and
growth of Hindostani communitigsr at her t han 6 a6 *“Hih%udnamset a n i commun
improvements in hyghic andiving conditions, a growing presence of other indentured labourers and
due to the fact that the second and third generation Hindostanis in most cases were born and raised in
Suriname without ever seeing India with their own &yes.

In addition, loth Hoefteand Hyles point out that théoloniale Staterirom 1895 actively
sought to reduce the number of repatriation by offerinrgaawrakiplots of land while still
guaranteeing their right to a free return. Those who declined to return, received a premiOm of 10
florins T which is the equivalent of the payment for men of about 34 weeks and of the wage for
women of 58 weekdn most casesjindostanigented pieces of nationalised land, which was
attractive because rent was free for the first six years. In cdisess, people could buy a piece of
uncultivatedand, but they were responsible for the development of the land without the sefighert
government. The granting of land did indeed reduce repatriation rates, but also keganteaki
from signing a neveontract!®

This offer of land and a premium did not only lead to a higher percentage of settling
Hindostanisas farmersbut alsao an increasingmportance okleinlandbouw(petty agriculture) by
ex-kantraki where 6t he capi t&hisdevelopnmestgan, causedt lalmurl abour e
shortage on the plantations and consequently to a decline affldrgescale agricultureThis shift

from largescale plantation agriculture kieinlandbouwwasalsofacilitated by thecollapse of sugar

43 Choenni, Choennarnami Hindostani46-47; Hyles,Guiana and theshadows of empire37.

44 Due to the different origins of Hindostani people in India, it is rather difficult to state that Indian people by

definition belong to the same cultural, political and religious group. Partly due to the loss o thdtidia afer

the abolition of indentureship in 1916 and a policy o
Hindostani background developed. Choenni and Choenni claim that only in the period 1920 to 1960 the process

of a shared identityistory, cultire and an idea of community began to emerge, resulting in a more clearly

defined community in Suriname and the Netherlands at the prese@hdzsnni, ChoennBarnami Hindostani

13-15, 27, 30, 3385; Robin CohenGlobal Diasporas. An intrduction(Abingdon, 2008), 6%8.

45 Choenni, ChoennBarnami Hindostanil3-15, 27, 30, 335, 4647; Hoefte In place of slaveryl62163;

Lal, déUnderstanding the I ndianpn dhddnaordi agsperaenbDede
commoni d e nt iEtogoénic and Rolitical Week#8:49 (2013), pp. 585.

46 De Klerk, De immigratie der Hindostaned62165; HoefteJn place of slaverny56; Hyles,Guiana and the

shadows of empire9; Obdeijn SchroverKomen en gaar£48249; James McNei] Chimman Lal Report of

the condition of Indian immigrants in the four British colonies: Trinidad, British Guiana or Demerara, Jamaica

and Fiji and in the Dutch colony of Suriname or Dutch Gujdnd , anSJamaica Fiji and General

Re mar k s @914 Sliretvio;2 et er Meel , éDe emigratie van Hindost aa
18731 9 1 7 &roniek,rGronings Historisch Tijdschri®?2 (1985), pp. 12438, here: 134

“owaar de kapatkhéideér tievy&n F. |l Bnbdbéouwdon NEddandiam a mébe Kk
7 (1903), pp. 11817, here: 115.
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prices(due to the emermce of beet sugar and the opening of the Suez Gardily multiple plant
disease$®

Additionally, living conditions seem to have improved duringréearch periodhen
looking at the living conditions, anthropometric historian Ha@®8eer has showhat between 1870
and 1975 nutritional and health indications improved. The result was, however, only observable in the
second half of the twentieth century, but the increase of body height was associated with an increased
protein intakeand an improvedigease environmeiitreflected by declining infant mortality ratés
during earlier period®,

As partly mentioned above, several authpayg attention to sexual differences in the process
of indentureshipThe migration process itself hadsexual distintion, in which it was customary in
India for men to temporarily leave their women for a period of time to work somewhere else.
However, some women have done the same accordf@gitdraBahadur. In Suriname, during and
after the contractgriod this distiction became more evideior women, the right to obtain land
after indenture was limited, especially toxmarried womerOnly if women were married or in any
other way dependent on another man and possibly perhaps another indewendamt could
women allow themselves to permanently settle in Suriname. At the moment of arrival, approximately
50% of the women were married. At arriviabople who were not married before, had the chance to
the solemnization of marriagein theParamathio depotThereforg it is to be expected that at least
half of the women would have been able to settle themselves in Suriname after identure.

What stands out in the debate ondieenographic development of the life course after a
contract periods that Surinanese and plantatiespecific circumstances are mostly not taken into
account. It has, however, been shown that different crop growth processes are not always comparable
in for example its physical labour tasks, the harshness of the working imgdddndtions, and the
amount of money that could be earned. These specifics can influence the physical state of an
individual by increasing or decreasing the risk of sickness or accidents leading to,ihpmidisaps

and incapacitation. Therefore, @éems likdy that indentured labourers who worked on sugar

48 Hyles,Guiana and the shadows of empi8e8 , 8 9 ; Meel, O0De emigratie van Hir
121; PitouvanDick 6 Cont i nui ty and c¢ han Rasemanmn Haeftes Reteit Meelopen ec ol
(eds.),20" century Suriname. Continuities and discontinuities in a new world sdéietgston, 2001), pp. 48

70, here: 49, 51, Rosemar ulf-et Hoied t pl, a OtTatei are veed @mmpomeynd
Hoefte, Peter Meel (eds20" century SurinameContinuities and discontinuities in a new world society

(Kingston, 2001), pp.-22, here: 616; Waldo HeilbronKleine boeren in de schaduw van de plantdze

politieke ekonomie van de 1séavernijperiode in Stiname(Amsterdam, 1982).

“Hans de Beer, O6The biol ogi caltl9sltsamgahaninsandHumdni vi ng i n
Biology 22 (2016), pp. 14054.

50 BahadurCoolie woman45, 163177;Choenni, ChoennBarnami Hindostani35, 52; De KlerkPe

immigratie der Hindostane®1-82; FokkenBeyond beingroeliesandkantraki, 29, 6768; Hoefte In place of

slavery 102113; McNeill, Lal, The condition of Indian immigrant468,183-184.
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plantations where work is considered harsher and physically more exhaiistiaag) a higher chance

of repatriation to Indi&:

Altogether, some research has been conducted aletledopment of thife course aftea contract
periodi repatriationor settlementHowever, this research can be described as superéisiéd evident

in the next citation by Hoefte:

6Many factors influenced decisionsamobgout whet
others the formation of family and other relations in the host country, the power of the caste

system [é], a failure of meeting savi*hgs goal

Althoughseveral authors give broad scope of possibleptanations for the choice to either settle or
repatriate, it does not become clear whether or not these reasons were omnipresent or rather an
individual consideration and to what extent these explanations were importanti@cisien to settle
or repatrate, be it forced or voluntarily. From literature, it does not become clear if there is any
relation between demographic characteristicexternal factors from the Surinamese congext
whether or not Hindostani indenturebburers settled.

However, bllowing the discussion in literature, it is expected that close relations with family
members or within a community contribute to a higher chance of settling at the expanse of the share of
kantrakireturning to India. Simultaeously and consequently, & éxpected that women settled more
often, because it is argued that they were more dependent on other people during and after the contract
period than men were. Regardithg developmerthroughtime, it is expected that the relative share
of Hindostanis settling themselves permanently in Suriname,ar@uhpo the share that repated,
increased throughout the research period due tmpmovement in working and living conditions and
theexpanding possibiiiés and presenad different relationships and communitiégiditionally, it is
presumed thatantaki who served on plantatisrwith heavier and more dangerous work repatriated

more often. Thisvould seem to applynostly to sugar plantations.

S"Hoeft e, 0ConNt r @lAleavandStiprisasSirisaanas conteasgi. Roofbouw en overleven in een
Caraibische plantagekolonie, 173@63(Leiden, 1993), 11 2, 113; B. W. Hi gman, &The s
Economic History Revie®3:2(2000), pp. 21236; Clive Y. ThomasPlantations, peasants, and stafestudy

of the mode of sugar production in Guyghas Angeles, Mona, 1984);26; Walton Look LaiJndentured

labor, Caribbean sugaiChinese and Indian migrants to the British Wesliés, 18381918 (Baltimore, London,

1993), 117119.

2Hoefte,edindeheurong nineteenth centuryd, 626.
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Chapter2. 6 DuBihajraatti se aye, Hi n:dheoritinsefahekamstraki>’k ah |l ay e o
Before looking at thenethoalogy, it is important to understand who arrived in Paramaribo between

1873 andl916 Therefore, thisuccinctchapter will explicate an overview of thegin of the

kantraki before shedding saglight on the process of migration, arrival and allocation to a plantation

in Suriname. The aim of this chapter is, however, not to position this thesis in the debate on the moral
aspectof the indentured labowwystem,but rather to contextualise thegration ofthe 34,000

kantrakiand to take the first step to analyse the data correctly.

0 N a u lkgédTherecruitmentproces¥

British Indians were recruited arkatias(unlicensed recruiteys r ans |l at i on: )odlyunni ng
duffadars(licensedrecruiters), mainly in bigger cities in the northern part of Intireese recruiters
worked under sub-agent whowasresponsible for the recruitment in a certain area and thdegudxt
to which the recruited were send. The Emigration Agent oversaw ffezafit subagents and was the
responsible for the transport of the indentured migrants, the head depot in Calcutta and the meeting of
the Surinamese planter sd degratomAbenthadtobe approvadbgr s. A
the Britishindian goernment, the nomination was in the hands of the D8tainamesgovernment
as described in Article Il of the Recruitment Tre&ty

Following this, potentiakantrakiwere approached trkatiasmostly in their own district,
according to the 1882 Emigrati Act,which forbade registration of indentured migrants outside their
districts of origin.From there, he or she wascorted to the closest sdbpot, where the recruited
signed a comacti which wasbinding after 1886Depending on the distance betwdhe subdepot
and Calcutta, he or she travelled by train or by other means to the main depot, located next to the River
Hooghli. It is at this place that all soémbe migrants awaitetheir voyage across the Indian and
Atlantic Oceans®

Rahman Khan desibes the daily life in the depot quite extensively, mentioning the seemingly
crumbling of theémportance of the caste system and its consequential segregatmronly was the
physcal, esthetical difference between the castes and the difference métimdes and Muslims

fadedbecauseverybody in the depot was to wear the same clothes and to eat the same food at the

8%6Two communities came from India, they were called H
poem from 1953 by Rahman Khan from bigha Shikshavali The ful |l transl ated poem g
communities came from India, they wereledlHindus and Muslims. Between them existed a great love, like

bet ween two brothers of one mot h keraér;dicier endahrijvarma, 06 Een

Munshi Rahman Khano ( @@ac8n/wpcortemttuplgads/2020/04/MunsRhhimand o
Khan-HR-3-2003.pdf> [retrieved on December23020].

“6Do you want a Contlaceh voorBtrinagn@7a nbal i

55 BhagwanbaliContracten voor Surinamé&3-72, 176.

56 BhagwanbaliContracten vooSuriname 87-94, 105, 115; De KlerkDe immigratie der Hindostane®5;
Hoefte,In place of slavery 3 1 ; Lal, 6Understanding the I ndian inden
57 The caste system is traditionally a social, economic and political division in sociedyviding its population

in five egalitarian segments: Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas, Shudras and the Untouchables. For more

information on the caste system, see: Gldeyond caste.
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same placé which was already of great impact due to the impadasf these symbolic boundaries in

Indian culturé® - Khanwas baffled l the seemingly acceptance of this disappearing separation. He

stated rather surprised that Brahns 6 [ a@dmenittipgialt types of sins, they still claimed to be

chaste and pure! Thi s *Thiscoadegdtiontiebpeusdthy Brijd &l tstatinf hy poc
that the social structures constructed by the caste system were shaken andettesutnbeoken in the

main depatHowever, according to Bahadur, one has to keep in mind that these boundaries were not
permanent | y gone:nthkefidesies mbythaweyhiddde not di savc

The main depot in Calcutta can be descrilsea waiting point in the process of becoming
kantraki considering the fact that ships did not sail without a sufficient number of indentured
migrants. The wiéing time varied, but for example, Khan remained in the Calcutta depot for three
months. Whefifinally aboard a ship that is set to sail for Suriname, it could take a period from six
weeks to three months before arriving in Paramadepending on whethéne voyage was made on
a sailed vessel or a steamsHipthis period, there were severaldtrules imposed on by the British
colonial administration which protected the migrants, considering health, food amédical
equipment on the shifs.

Aboard the ships, there were cases of sea sickness, virus outbreaks and deaths. In order to
preventmore diseases and deaths, and to take care of the sick, a European doctor was present on the
ship.When arriving in Suriname, because for the need of prevethiingpread of diseases, the ship
first stopped at Fort Niew&msterdam on the other side o&tRiver Suriname, where a medical
examination took place. Wherkantrakiwas sick at arrival, he or she would be send to the Military
Hospital in Paramaribo. there was an outbreak of a disease (for example cholera) on a ship, the ship
would be placedn quarantine on the other side of the River Commewijne at Fort Leytehealthy
kantrakiwere send to thBaramaribo depot, from where they were allocatedplaratation®?

Regarding the allocation to the different plantations, it should be natethit probably
happened in a random method. De Klerk states that, according to the Recruitment Treaty, married
couples could not be separated, just as childetmbthe age of fifteen should not be separated from
their parents. De Klerk adds to thattttiae preference of theantrakiwas taken into consideration,
but this is not apparent in the work of Khan. From the passage he describes, it seems that the first
all ocations were for plantations i nsudhbre west ern
all ocation [é] | sat among the crowd of recruits

Suriname before had warned us not to sit there on th&éys since the place of appointment

58 Guha,Beyond castl-7, 1517.

59 Khan,Jeevan Prakasiv7-82.

60 Bahadu, Coolie woman4345; Lal, o6Understanding t4#28. I ndian indenj
61 BhagwanbaliContracten voor Surinamé41147, 213223; Khan,Jeevan Prakast82.

62 BhagwanbaliContracten voor Surinamé47154, 179; De KlerkDe immigratie der khdostarend , -75 4

78-83; FokkenBeyond beingroeliesandkantraki, 125127.
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Image 1 Hindostankkantrékiin theParamaribalepot The labels on the right side of the picture and around the

necks of the Hindostanis presumably mentioned which plantation the indentured labourer was allocated to

work 83

would be Nickerije] é§ Fr om t hi s, it becgyseeatisedinaethadin t hat t he
allocation.Image 1depicts the moment of allocation and it seems thatah&éakiwere handed a

label, which presumably contained ti@ne of the plantation Hindostanis were allocated. fohis

seems to confirm the idea of a ratr@ndom methodology in the allocatiafthether or not there was

an unofficial (un)conscious selection by the Agent General (or one of his employees) is notknown.

The 06ctme o genardisedpofilefof thikantraki
It is often argued that mokantrakiwere recruited in crowded placeghere the acts of chaos

and surprisé needed and used by the recruitethrived. Additionally, authors like Bhagwanbali also
stae that social control was not present in biggeesias in villages. In these smaller places,

recruiters were more easily scared off by more closelyttigdther communities. Another reason
mentioned is thérlornness)ack of knowledge and lonelines§the potential recruited in a big, new

city. In this situation, recruiters could persuade Indians more easy. This becomes clear in the following

8Rijksmuseum, O6Hindostaanse contract arSoweniddervoyage n het
V (1906-1913), <http://hdl.handle.net/10934/RM0001.COLLECT.489776trigvedon December 302020].

64 BhagwanbaliContracten voor Surinamé81; De Klerk De immigratie der Hindostane82-83; Fokken,

Beyond beingroeliesandkantraki, 148; Khanjeevan PrakasifO.
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passage in Khanods autobiography, describing his
andlfaoa got everything [é] anan®b&l| ieved those evil n
However, this does not mean tlia¢ majority of thekantrakioriginated from urban centres.
The bulk of the recruited came from smaller towns and villages, predominantly fraunitbd
Provinceq46.5%), the province of Oudh (24.5%), Bihar and Bengal, together encompassing 21.9% of
all the Indian migrants to Suriname. The remaining 7.1% represent origins from Punjab, Madras,
Bombay and other Indian regions; thus not exclusipetyincesin North India, but all densely
populatecareasimage 2depicts a map of British Indfa.
It has been argued by several authibes, despite the contemporary thouighprimarily the
earlier years of indentureshiph at t he i mmi gr ant s & wereervittdlg@upd s cum ¢
represented Northern Indian society relatively wedt least more than some contemporary officials
claimed For example, despite the demand and a preference for-tast, agricultural Indians,
according to De Klerland Choenni ahChoenniabout 5% of thé&antrakiswere of the highest caste,
the Brahmin castd8hagwanbali states that this percentafjemigiating Brahmings higher, with an
average of about 15,4fer year Compared to the relative number of Brahmins in the United
Provinces of 11%, it can be stated that to some extent the share of the Brahmin caste among the
kantrakiis rather well represent&d
Overall, about 80% of thieantrakiwere Hindus, 15% were Muslims and the rest consisted of
Christians, Sikhs and otheiBe Klerk mentions a slight overrepresentation of Muslim indentured
migrants compared to the population of the United Provincdshviie explains by stating that
Muslims were overrepresented as recruiters compared to Hindus, and Muslims lived in musedrba

areas than Hindus. Additionally De Klerk claims that Muslims were less held back due to religious

5 BhagwanbaliContracten voor Surinamé7-72, 87; Hoéte, In place of slavery34-36; Khan,Jeevan
Prakash 73-74.
6 BhagwanbaliContracten voor Surinam&3-75, 157; De KlerkPe immigratie der Hindostaned8-50;

Hoefte,In place of slavery353 8, Lal , O6Under st amrdiprgi tmheeldbndi2d® i nden
56 é] Dutch officials contended that Suriname recruit
l ong nineteenth centuryd, 616. However, Agent Gener al

1921) describes in 1910ahthe British hdians are known to be agriculturists with outstanding qualities: C. van
Drimmelen,Rapport omtrent de beantwoording van vragen betreffende immigratie in Suriname van Javaansche,
Britisch-Indische en andere tropische en gutipische gezinen op groote sckal (Paramaribo, 1910), 34,
<https://resolver.kb.nl/resolve?urn=MMUBL07:000001910> [retrieved on Janu&i30P1].

58 BhagwanbaliContracten voor Surinamé00-102; Choenni, Choenrfarnami Hindostani36; De Klerk,De

immigratie der Higostanen91-113 Hoef t e, &l ndenture in thdnplaeenfg ni net
slavery 37-3 8 ; Lal, 6é6Understanding t he Itlhasthéemanguad mtteratuteur e e x p
that it is necessary to examine migration imtieh with the ending region and therefore not value them in the

context of the receiving counrty. Historians Spitzer and Zimran showed in their study on Italian migration to the

United Statesinthe & ent ury t hat the 6éseemingl y edies a dnvdaenetda goetdn e[
of their classd6: Yannay -selpction.Amthropomatricie@derice fam thmenaass, O Mi ¢
migration of Italians to the United States, 190D 2 if: daqurnal of Development Economit34 (2018), pp.

226247, here241.
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and culturabeliefs than Hindus which seems to contradict the statements by Guha and Choenni and
Choenni that Hindus and Muslims shared many culwakles and beliefs.

According to Choenni and Choenarkatiaswere not to recruit men older than 35 or women
older than 30 years old. Additionally, the weak, sick or handicapped were also not to be recruited, just
as women with two or more childrelNext to these criteria, the aim was to recruit about 50 women for
every hundred men, and not more than 10% of ttrelited could be younger than 10 years old. To

what extentarkatiasreally did try to meet these criteria is hard to deterrfiine.
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69 BhagwanbaliContracten voor Surinamé00-103; De Klerk,De immigratie der Hindostane®1-113; Guha,
Beyond castelb.

0 Choenni, ChoennBarnami Hindostani36; FokkenBeyondbeingkoeliesandkantraki, 9899. The criterion

for the percentagef women among the indentured migrants is also written down in the Recruitment Treaty,
Article XVI: Bhagwanbali,Contracten voor Surinamé80.

" Fokken,Beyond beingsoeliesand kantraki,60.
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After a brief glimpseat the actual group ddantrékis it becomes clear that these criteria were
not always met. Bhagwanbali and Choenni and Choenni support their work with percentages, which
all show that thergvere people older than 35 years who migrated to Suriname. According to
Bhagwanbali, about 9.5% afl kantrakiswere 30 years or older, whilst Choenni and Choenni claim
that about 70% of the indentured migrants were between the ages of 17 and 35. Balhgteaed
that about 11.3% of all indentured migrants were between the ages of 0 and 10, whiglslightly
too much according to theferedpercentagé?

Before leaving India, there were three medical examinati@ishe suldepot, upon arrivahi
the main depot in Calcutta and upon departure from Calcaitaed at filtering the weak, signd
handicapped people olMext to these examinations, it was mandatory for indentured migrants to be
vaccinatedandsick migrants were given a chance toawer. However, according to Madgh the
emigration agency for Suriname tended to reiak or unfit people more easily than agencies for
most Britishand Frencltolonies, whiclexpresses itself in the arrival of physically weak persons in
18731874, rsulting in a relatively high death rat#dditionally, Madhwi states that when indentured
migrants deliberately want to leave, hiding sickness and fraud were prevalent among emigrants, for the
most at the last medical examination before depariltegether, it is hard to state that these medical
examinations were always able to separatettbag and healthy from the weak and the sick, despite
the demand for the first two characteristits.

After exploring the processes of recruitment, migration andailon in Suriname, it becomes
clear that the group of arrivirgantrakiconsisted of a moiticultural, religiously varied ansgocially
different composition relatively representative of (Northern) Indian society. This overview causes the
start of a betteunderstanding of the migration of Hindostanis to an new, unknown colony, some
15,000 kilanetres away from Calcutta. Therefore, it puts the rather quantitative analysis in this

research in to a more qualitative perspective.

72 BhagwanbaliContracten voor Surinamé35; Choenni, Choenrsarnami Hindostani3s.

73 De Klerk, De immigratie der Hindostanei18121; FokkenBeyond beindioeliesandkantraki, 9899, 101,

103; Meel , 6De emigrat i eervsadn Hi3nld,o sMaadahnwsi e, cool nntdreancttuarreb
colonies, circal8341 9 1 0 &ocialiScientis#3:9/10 (2015), pp. 588, here: 58, 662.
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Chapter 3: Constructing the working frame. Source criticism and methodology

In order to answer the research question, it is important to set up-eonsttuctedramework In this
chapter, first the autobiography of Rahman Khan an&thimaamsche Almanakkeyill be
contextualisedafter whichit will be described how these seas will be used in this thesis the
secondpart of this chapter, the main primary source of this research, the database critiit gy

reviewedandin the third section the methodology will be preseint

Two sides obnestory. Contextualising the textual sources.

As mentioned in the introduction, the autobiograpégvan PrakasfLight of Life) by Rahman Khan

gives a unique insight in the experiences of IngiarSuriname, because this is the ontpkn

autobiography of a Hindteni kantraki Khan described his life quite vividly, ranging from his life in

the village of Bharkari, in nowadays Uttar Pradesh, until the moment he finished his booR.ii&94

even includes a short introducing historyimdia, to which he referstea 6 Hi ndost d&ndé or OE
The autobiography is written in four volumes, preceded by a preface and an introduction.

Khan described the story of his life in great detail, including not only the life events themselves, but

histrain of thought too. ThrougutJeevan Prakashmultiple fragments are present from where it

becomes clear that Khan believed in the fact that Allah decided his destiny. This idea is reflected in the

following passage, in which Khan describes his feahgn he was recently recred in Kanpur:

6But | did not know about this possibility [t
even if | had known | still would have remained there, because Holy Allah had picked me out

and | was destined to @ Hindustanand earnai vi ng i™ Suri nam. 0

However, as Fokken states, this acceptance of destiny should not be defined as a denouncement of
agency,bubas a refusal to stage migration as a rejec
b e h i Migdant®were often seen as outcasts, partly due to the abovementioned idea of crossing the
kali pani. Therefore, according to Fokken, this acceptance sifrdeshould be seen as an acceptance
of the status of migrarit.
Despite theamountof meaningfulexperiences and extensive descriptions, the autobiography
is not representative of all the Hindost&antraki As is apparent from the autobiography, Kihaid
a rather strong position in Surinamese society among thekathteédkiand plantation and cahdal

officials. He was educated to become a teacher in India, could understand and speak at least Hindi,

74 Khan,Jeevan PrakasIB, 15, 2729; Nationaal ArchiefContractarbeiders uit IndiaEllen Bal, Kathinka

SinhaKer khof f, OEen Hi ndoest aalndostamdni aisnp oNead.e rllnadnida eenn Sduer
OSO. Tijdschrijft voor Surinaamse taalkunde, letterkunde en geschi&Be(i604), pp. 23@56, here: 236

237.

5 Khan,Jeevan Prakaslv4.

6 Fokken,Beyond beingsoeliesandkantraki, 6768, 72.
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Urdu, Nengre, Javanese and English, and taugludindespite the fact that he himself was a
Muslimi the meaning of holy texts, for example the Rgama. When considering that Khan was

appointedsardar(overseer, leader), it is even more strikingly clear that Khamatan average

person’’
Therefoe it seems rather impossible to extract
onthelfecou ses of the other individual s. Despite tha

indentureship, it is however a valuable soufach texts givinside in motives in strategies, which

enriches the information provided byantitativeanalysesTo useJeevan Prakashs a primary

source, the consequences of it being an autobiography have to be taken into account. This means that

the story provided is mostly from a sole perspective, and written down siviemak manyi years

after the different eents took place.elwever , as we will see | ater, Kh
when criticizing and supplementing the database and when one aims to understand the life courses

more precisely.

The other textual soursesed in this research are tBarimamsche Almanakké€hereafter:
Almanakkeh printed for the first time in 1819. In 1912, the name changBe tdraagbaakKfreely
translated: The Question Beacon), publishing until 1954. These documenfw@dtreeckvery year,
recording all kinds of infonationof Surinane. In most years an extensive overview of the different
plantations and their cultivated crops is added. This list, differing in extensiveness during the research
period, has been used to collect information on the cultivated crops plati&tions. It$ important
to bear in mind that when tidmanakhas for example been published in 1917, the information on the
plantations is from 1916 with only a few exceptions. When the data on yields are not from the year
before the year of pulshing, it is mentined in theAlmanakker{®

The Almanakkerare available online, but, unfortunately, not all years of the research period
are covered. Information from tiidmanakkerare available for the publication years of 18%91,
18931897, 18991900, 19031909, 1924-1915 and 1917. When the information was available, the
cultivated crops were added to the individkahtrédki based on the beginning of the (first) contract
period and the plantation on which they worked.

When theAlmakkenwere not agilable, informabn on the cultivated crops was retrieved from
multiple sources. For the year 1911, an address bahlegboekis available, which mentions the
production of crops on the plantations of the year Y9Mkxt to that, the Surinamesewgager De

Westmentions the production of several crops for two years. The production of coffee, cacao and

"7 Fokken,Beyond beingrodies andkantraki, 21, 6972; Khan,Jeevan Prakast28-35, 9395, 106, 133;

Michiel van KempenEen geschiedenis van de Surinaamse literabdy(Paramaribo, 2002), 14246; Michiel

van KempenSurinaamse schrijvers en dichtéfsmsterdam, 1989), 67.

®Digi t ale Bibliotheek voor de Nederlandse Letteren, OTi
<https:/iwww.dbnl.org/titels/tijdschriften/tijdschrift.php?id=_sur001suri01> [retrieved on Decemb@028].

7 Jacqgs. Morpurgo Dzm\dresboek van Suriname 19(@aramaibo, 1911).
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hevea (rubber) per plantation is written down for 1909 and a 1914 paper mentions the production of
cacao and coffee for the year 1899, 1912 and {®Additionally, tre work of Philip Dikland, in

which he summarises a vast amount of information on Surinamese plantations from their
establishment until present day, is used to determine the cultivated crops in sevefaFglarsing

these sources, inforrian on cultivated crops is found for 86% of all the seleksautrakiof whom

the plantation on which they worked is known (see below).

Thequantitative point of view. The database

The databasBuriname: Hindoestaanse nigratieregisterghereafter: thelatabaseis the result of
merging the information from the immigration registers asdmialphabetical indexTheregisters
were kept at thémmigratiedepartmentimmigration Department) in Paramaribo and the infornmatio
in it was written down at thBaramaribo depddfter arrival in Suriname and were partly directly
copied from the muster rolls. Those muster rolls were drawn up in Calcutta commissioned by the
Emigration Agent. Theariables recorded in the mustells are presented iAppendix1.8?

The index wasirawn up by Surinamese colonial officials and mentions the names of the
immigrants, as well as their contract number, the name of the ship on which they migrated to
Suriname and whether the labour migrant repatriated of died in Surinamefdrn@ation gven by
the index is thus limited and only used for individuals who were not registered in the immigration
registers at the moment of transcription. In all cases, the immigration records were regarded as the
basic and most important source, lsattif therewas any discrepancy between the two sources, the
information from the immigration registers was taken over irattaysis Due to the use of these two
sources, it is however possible than one individual is mentioned twice in the databssall,Thi
however, not be a problenbecause the contract numbers can be checked in both sources.

All the other information was being written down and kepdateby the
Immigratiedepartemenn Surinamepresented ilppendix 1All thevariablesfrom theimmigration
registersvere standardised in the process of the composition of the database. However, more
information was being written down on the different foliimsn the immigration registesafter the

first registration at arrival in Paramaribbhisloose, norstandardised information was written down

8%9Bi nnen onze @eWastzNienwshla Lit3eH yoor Surimdanuary 2% 1914
<https://resolver.kb.nl/resolve?urn=ddd:011090359:mpeg21:p001> [retrieved on Deceihberap
0Landbouw. Cac aoDeWksh Ni¢usblad uit BneveoeSurinaméebnuary2nd 1910
<https://resolver.kb.nl/resolve?urn=ddd:011090804:mpeg21:p002> [retrieved DecefhBE2R2R

8'Nationaal Archief, O6Plantages in Suriname en op Cura
<https://www.nationaalarchief.nl/onderzoeken/zoekhulplantagesn-surinameen-op-curacaé¢tcollapse
7668> [retrieved on December®3020] ; Philip Dikland (ed.), -0Suri naam:

2018), <http://www.surinamberitageguide.com/> [retrieved on December™2820]. The several documents
are available in an open access Gedgtive. For the used documents, see the bibliography.
2Nationaal Archief, ®eéNeilh dah Ehe eomdiion ofithe Indan immigrantsd 6 ;
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in a memo field, resulting in an enormous amount of information not yet classified in variables
some cases encompassing more than two pages of writtéf text.

This information is, however, of uttemportance for answering the research ques@orthe
one hand because this information can determinddtelopment of the life coursd a Hindostani
migrant, on the other hand becauseables can be used to explain the developm@&his
informationis, however, far from complete, partly due to the fact that memo fields were not added in
the original folios and information was not always written down. Additionally, it is known that
information on particularly marriages is not only incomplete, buttimeept and definition of
marriage wa#tself an issueThe colonial officials did only recognise marriages conducted according
to European tradition and therefore traditiodandostanimarriages were hardly recognisedven
after a modification of thenarriage law in 1907t was only in January 1941 that Hindu and Muslim
marriages were largely recognis&dit on the other hand, too, it appears from the autobiography of
Khan that in practice, on the pl anrttsabytheoplasers 6 mar r
and were therefore not recorded in the databEse becomes strikingly clear from this episode, when
Khan arrived at Lust en Rust for the first tife:

O60We were five men and a woman who waked without
the ladywho her husband was. | do not know what happened to this bitch but she alleged that |
was her husband. [é] | was stunned and i mmedi
my pleadings, the manager refused to heed to my clarificatimhaarned me of dire

consequences if | refised to | odge with the v

It is important to understand why the information in the database was being recorded. Maurits

Hassankhan and Sandew Hira, the historians responsible for the publication ¢hltheajdave

pointed out that the immigration registers were used in order for the Dutch colonial government to

keep track on who was present in the colony. The most evident reason for this is that the Surinamese
colonial administration was obliged to repmformation to the BritisHndian government, mainly

because of the fact that the indentured labourers were still British subjects. On the other hand, it seems
that migrantsd information was gathereatd in order
becomes clear when considering the body height, marks of identification and skin colour was

mentioned in the registers. However, it is not fully clear if these were the sole reasons for writing this

information dowr®

83 De Klerk, De immigratie der Hindostane83-87; Nationah Ar chi ef , O6Hi ndostanen in S
84 De Klerk, De immigratie der Hindostane®1-82, 188191; McNeill, Lal, The condition of Indian immigrants

1581 59; Nationaal Archief, OHindostanen in Surinameb

85 Khan,Jeevan Prakasi91.

86 BhagwanbaliContracten wor Suriname 1 8 0 ; De Klerk, ODe klonntsitt resnd ,v e2sOt;i
Fokken,Beyond beingroeliesandkantraki 83-85, 141.
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Probably, information orhildren andamily relations was mentioned not only because of
recognition and the obliged reporting to British officials, but it is also possible that this information
enabled Surinamese officials to keep track on family relations. Since families wénebecsepated,
it seems rather useful and helpful to gather and bind this information. Next to that, it would be useful
to exactly know who was located at which plantation with whom. However, these explanations are not

yet supported by evidence fromyagovernmerdl or legislative communication.

The richness of the database, however, does not completely compensate for the coldnatibrrop
perspective used by the Dutch officials who recorded the information katheki It therefore has

to be ket in mind hat although much information seems rather objective, it was still written down
with the goals ofegibility in mind. This concept of legibility means that the population of the colony
was recorded in order for governments to administer anergdkie colay. The implication of this is
thatinformation of thepeoplewasrecorded in a number of standardised categdtiesimportant to
take into account what the recorded information implies and the implicdtiwhat information was

not recored also hato be prevalent in analysing and using the database in this thesis and in other
studies. It is evident that if information is not available, it does not mean that there was no information
at all. However and unfortunately, this database isobtige few &xtual sources left about Hindostani
indentureship in Surinanté.

Methodlogy
In order to make sure thtiteincompletenesef the databasandthe nonstandardised form of the

memo field will not be a major problem for this research, it is important wuse clear and
structured method for answering the main question of this thesislathiease is too large
standardise every variable from tinemo fieldi at least, for the time scope of this research.
Therefore, a sample has been made, consistiagawy first, twentysixth, fifty-first and seventgixth
persons from every hundred persons mentioned in the database. This method has beaelesed t
immigrants throughout the whole research period, avoiding selection bias as much as possible.
Since the year of arrival will be used as the tibwind variable, it is important to ensure as
much years of arrival are added to the sample. Foméisant number okantraki,it is not known
from the database in which year they arrived in Paramariboit ilsiknown on which ship they left
India. The arrival dates of all the ships whkimtrakiaboard are knowhecause of the work of De
Klerk. Forexample, the database does not mention a year of arrival for Umair (unknown contract
number), but does meati that the name of the ship of arrival vii@nzibar When looking at the

overview by De Klerk, it can be seen tEainzibararrived on August 161878.In some cases,

87 Fokken,Beyond beingroeliesandkantraki, 465 0 ; Si mon Szreter, Keith Breckenr
Recognitionand regisat i on. The infrastructure of personhood in |
Szreter (eds.Registration and recognitiomocumenting the person in world histq@xford, 2012), pp.138.
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however, the database is rather incomplete in the correct naming of the ships. FieeRanchi
(contract number R/514) arrived in Paaiho on the shihena but according to the overview of De
Klerk, two ships with that name carrigentrakifrom India to Suriname, in 1892 and in 1902. In these
casesthe contract numbeepresents thgear of arrival, because the letter in the numbprasents
the year of arrival as well The letter R stands for the immigration registers ofF@8%ses where no
date of arrival, no clear, unique ship name and no contract number is availablet fiagssible to
determine the year of arrivalleverheless, by using these methods, for 2.504 Hindostanis tottie
database a year of arrival has been adtled.

Because of the need for detailed information, the persons added solely from the indéx are no
taken into account. This could mean that therdd:be a selection bias, since mostly the registers
from whole years are lost. However, considering the fact that the loss of these bounded registers
happened due to decay and not to selective destruatidrgombining that fact that the bounded
registersare lost seemingly random, it can be argued this selection is not biased to a great extent.
Additionally, due to the selection method, a sample of 1,151 people is of an adequate size since the
randomnessf the sample and the amount of variables studiehis thesis, albeit only about 3.4% of
the total number of Hindostani immigrants that arrived in Surirfdme.

The information in the memo fields of the selected records hascb#éectedand the
information needed for this research are manually added as distinct variables. It was not possible, due
to a limited expertise, to extract the information from the memo fields bgtangardised or
algorithmicsearch method. This is due to thetfinat the richess of information, the differing
sequence of the information in the fields, as well as the various manners of phrasing of the different
data, let alone spelling mistakes in original writing and in transcribing the database. In this, manner
forty-nine newvariables have been added to the sample. This seems a high number, but one has to
bear in mind that some variables were rather unique. For example, Pryag Jibasia (contract number
W/233), has received and relinquished six different plotaraf after hecontract period, and Sita
Ram Khumani Sing (contract number 1i/158) signed a total of six contracts. These examples are,
however, rather extreme and r&t@he eventual extracted variables from the memo fields are

presented i\ppendix 1.

The life courseoutcomeas observed in Surinanh@s been determined by multiple factors. The first
step in this determination was found in the information supplied by the index. As mentioned above,

the index mentioned whether or not people repatriated of left and tiegrife life course outcome of

88 Fokken,Beyond beingroeliesandkantaki,327-329; DeKlerk, De immigratie der Hindostane@0-73;

Nationaal ArchiefContractarbeiders uitIndiaNat i onaal Archief, O6Hindostanen i
89 Fokken,Beyond beindroeliesandkantraki, 3273 2 9 ; Nati onaal Archief, OHindost
Inwood, Hamsh MaxwellSt ewar t, 06 Sel ecti on bi &acial&ciedce blistagd al sci enc

(2020), pp. 41416.
% Nationaal ArchiefContractarbeiders uit India
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dready 282 individuals in the sample was known. However, whether someone died or not is quite
problematic, because tteeis a significant amount of discrepancies between the outcomes mentioned

in the index and the outcomeaded on the database. In theages, the database is assumed to be the

most correct and complete. Therefore, in these cases, when considering the development of the life
course, the database is the primary satirce

Secondly, the information from the merfields have been used to detine the life course
outcome on the one hand, and to controlgifren information of repatriation or decease provided by
the index In determining the outcome liais to be mentioned that in order to label a migrant as a
sdtler, a period of ten yearstaf the ending of the last contract has to be taken into account. This
period has been chosen due to the possibility of migrants to temporarily settle in Siirrthme
words of McNeilland Lalt o ¢é ma k e a and settlemerdsfbefaresdecaivbatshey will
do i n t%oethefpassihility hd@t migrants had to travel back to Paramaribo and had to wait for
a ship to take them on the repatriating sea voyage. An example of the latter can be found in the case o
Jawahir Rajrania (contractumber Kk/1176), who after a period of seven years after the ending of her
first and only contract period, remigrated to India in 1920. In cases like Jawahir Rajremsa
research assigned t hmdividuasbe | 6repatriated6 to the

There areexamples of Hindostani migrants who obtained a piece of land and received a
premium, but afterwards still repatriate@n own expenses or nbfterthe selected criterioof ten
years. An example is Pataie Mulaie (contract nuriR&431), who after oneontract period rented a
plot at theCommisariswegsouth of Paramaribdjetween 1903 and 1906, before departing for
Calcutta on July 281921. This research would label thatcome of the life course development
Pataie Mulaiea 6t empor ale psagatrtilagneedmdt ,and has done so for
return voyage after temporal settlemnt.

However, to ease the process of the determination of the outcome of the life course ten years
after the end of a contract, & hecessary and aboveuwseful to use a different source to determine
whether Hindostani migrants chose to settle in Suriname. Therefoiéplitstelling 192X Census
1921) has been used. This census is available online at the Nationaal Archief asdadindigrants
are sored together in one category. Therefore it has been rather easy to link people from the
immigration registerso the census. However, mainly due different spellings of names and name
changes, it was not possible to link the censuldaatabaskased orthe individual namesThe
linkage could only be done by means of the contract number, which only ertaegehances of a

correct linkage. Considering the fact that there has to be a period of at least ten years between the end

“Nationaal Archief, .6Hindostanen in Surinamebd

92 McNeill, Lal, The conditim of Indian immigrants 169.

9% There were also several-&antrakiwho repatriated via Demerara, because of the shortage of return voyages
directly from Paramaribo, see: De Kleike immigratie der Hindostaneti54155; McNeill, Lal, The condition

of Indian imnigrants, 168; Nationaal ArchiefContractarbeiders uit India

94 Nationaal ArchiefContractarbeiders uit India
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of the last contract and the settlement, not every Hindostani indentured migrant could be taken into
account in thisnethod In cases of no rindenture, the last end year of contract is 1910; in cases of
one extra contract, this year is 1905; in casdw/ofe-indentures the year is 1900, et cetera. In this
way, it is certain to state that the people on whom the above is applicable have indeed settled in
Suriname®”®

When determining whether or not anlkantrakihas settled in Suriname, the last knovie li
event is taken into accounn order to properly determine the last known life event, a decision tree has
been produced. This visual description of events during and after indenture enables the possibility to
determine whether someone repatriated tilkese Some life events contribute to the determination of
the settlement or the repatriation of Ramtraki,for example the adjustment of a name or the
repatriation itself respectively. This decision tree is displayéppendix 2

When there was motaanten year between thiastlife event and the end of the last contract,
it is assumed that the Hindostani migrant settled in his or her new home ctiumétytor example
possible to assign the status of settler to sorkeaakakidue to the facttat t was possible to change
ones name fro916onwards. In some cases, the names written down at the moment of registration
at arrival were not correctly written. This probably can be explained by either the indifference,
ignorance or ainsufficient krowledge of Hindi, Urdu or other Indian languages of the clerk in either
Calcutta or Paramaribo. For example, Rahman Khan changed his official name dhdhéakiuary
1956 from Rehman Mahomed Khan to Meeemngtohis Rahman
staus as teacher. When people did change their name more than ten years after the ending of their last
contract, it can be assumed they permanently settled in Surthame.

In all other cases, it has been quite clear which variable hadasdigned to the Hilmstani
kantraki but it is worth mentioning that there were examples of people from whom nothing is known
outside the end date of their contracr sometimes even less. In those cases, it is not possible to
decide the life course taome. Therefore,theat egory o6unknownd has been a

In the end the following outcomes were abstracted from the database: repatriation, settlement
(census), settlement (other), deceased during migration to Suriname, deceasdtebsfareof a
contract deceased during contract, deceased #iféeending of @ontract, deceased during forced
labour(as penalisationddeceased (unknown), deserted, left (Cayenne), left (Trinitdidand came
back temporal settlemerind repatriate (more than ten yesafter the ending of the last contract)
and unknownln the next chapter, these results will be presemsathless categories. The

aforementioned outcomes and Hubdivisions used ithe nextchaptersaredisplayed inAppendix3.

% Nationaal ArchiefSurinameNamenklapper Volkstelling 1921,
<https://www.nationaalarchief.nl/onderzoeken/indexddub ?searchTerm=> [retrieved on Decembér2220].

% De Klerk, De immigratie der Hindostanet82-184; FokkenBeyond beindcoeliesandkantraki, 72; Khan,

Jeevan PrakaslB, 15, 269; Nationaal ArcHieContractarbeiders uitindia Nat i o n a andostAnercim i ef , &t
Suri namebod.
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Chapter4 6 A | dopawver ¢ han g emlividual demsgpaphicisfiience¥ h e
Following the samplehe modakantrakiwas a Hindu male, 20 years old at arrival, and arriving in
1873 to work on a plantation in the district of Bene@emmewijne. He would arrive witlut family
members, nor would he sign ainglenture contract. According to the database, he would not marry
Surinameand hewould not get children in Suriname. However, he would settle in Suriname after the
expiring of his contract.

This generalised iage of thekantrékiis interesting, but not helpful; there is no person in the
entire database who fits étlese demographic criterigherefore, tis chapter willdive deerinto the
individual demographics and present an explanatigheofole of persnalinformation In order to
give a more useful image of the Hindostattie demographifeaturesof the sample will be presestt
using descriptive statistics. In the second part, the outcohtes years after the end of the last
contract will be discssed, before, in the third part, testing these outcomes on whetherservedl
characteristicare to any extent statisticallyvdirgent and therefore might have had influence on the
postindenture life coursdn the last section, explanations for $hestatistical results will be
presented.

The demographics of the sample

About 61.3% of all the Hindostakantrakiwas male, 28.8% was female and of 8.6% the sex in not
known. The ratio of mewomen in the sample seems to meet the criteria for the texsrtd enrol 50
women for every 100 men. When this ratio is consideregehy, it becomes clear that this criterion is
not always metlt is, however, hard to state anything about the sex ratio per year because of the small
numbers available per ye&khen grouping the data in categories of five years, it is evident that the
sex ratio was always aroundsomen for every two men. The ratio varies between 1:1.62 and 1:3,
averaging at 1 women for every 2.13 nién.

It is somewhat more difficult to establidtetreligion of thekantraki because of the fact that
from 188Q the castes of Hindus were written down. It is argued that when castes were written down,
that person adhered to Hinduism. However, it is diffitmlstate that in such firm terms. Agentiored
before the caste society was not limited to Hindus only, but also had its effects on the Muslim
population of the Indian subcontinent. However, since it is mentioned throughout the period of
indentureship wh@er someone was a Muslim or not, it carabsumed that it was not conventional
that the caste was written down for someone adhering to [g¥@mthis in mind, it is safe to say that
about 74.9% of all thkantrakiin the sample were Hindu, about 14.2#hered to Islam and of 10.9%
the religionis not known. Two Hindostanis were Christian and no other religions were identified in

the sample. This seems to resemble relatively thelimage drawn by the literatife.

97 Khan,Jeevan PrakasHL13.
98 SeeAppendix 4 Nationaal ArchiefContractarbeiders uit India

99 Nationaal ArchiefContractarbeiders vit IndiaNat i on a a | Ar chn eSur iérHd medéo.st anen
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The average age at arrival was@years with a range between 0 and 55 yearag#. 39.6%
of thekantrakiwere between the age of 20 and 24 years, while about 11% was under the age of 10 and
4.3% was over the age of 35. The criteria drafted by the Dutch colonial officials seem to be met
relatively well, focussing themselves on tlyge @roup of 18 to 35 yeanshich is applicable to 81.2%
of the sample. Regarding family relatioB885 of thekantrakiin the sample were accompanieddne
or morefamily membes when arriving in Paramaribaccording to the database. Of those 355
Hindosanis,168arrivedwith their husband or wife and 12¥as accompanied by one or both of their
parents This means that probably between 11% and 15% dfahtrakimigrated with their
householdAccording to the database, 873 of Kamtrakidid not marry ad did not become parent in
Surinamebut as has been stated, this information is rather incompi@&eHindostanis only got
children, 67 only married and 107 were married and got children in Surittamexpected that of the
104 people who only had itdiren, a considerable pertage was also married according to religious

and cultural value¥?

The outcome olife courses presented

As mentioned in chapt@&and explicated iAppendix3, thedemographioutcomes are partly merged
into overarching categies in order to present the results in a clear, structured manner and to execute
proper analyses with the variablesHigure 1 the outcomes are showwhich isimmediatelyeye
catching, ighe amount of unknown outcomes. This has to be explaindteldadt that foB08
kantrakiit is difficult to establish the development of the life course. The last known life event
occurred within ten years after the contract peand therefore it was not possible to determine the
outcome of the life coursélowever, for several people, information on the outcome was added
without a date and in combination with the census of 1921, the outcome could be determined for
another 75 pede.

Additionally, it is worth mentioning that of the 436 settling Hindostanis,\28@: recorded in
the census. In the other 143 cases, determining factors ten years after the end of the contract period
were used to | abel t baAsummapyefdhe dnmouant of lasslite everdssuged et t | e
in that determination can be fiogiin Table 1

The third aspect that needs to be looked upon, is the total shameti@tkidying before,
during or after their contract period. 19% of all the Hindostamentioned in the sample have died
during their contract period or in the tgaarperiod after their contract perio@ihis seems to be a high
percentage. However, these are deaths recorded throughout a period lasting from the moment of
departure from Caltta until ten years after the end date of the last contract. When considering
decases for 15 years after the arrival of a Hindostani, the average death rate is only 12.1 per 1,000.

However, as can be seerdppendix 4the death rate among tkantrakiin the sample was especially

100 seeAppendix 4 Nationaal ArchiefContactarbeiders uit India
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high in the first five years after arrival. The degdte in the first contract period ranged from 11.4 to
34.6 per 1,000. When comparing this to data on death rates presented by literature, these numbers
seem relatigly low, which can be explained by the fact that the deaths at unknown moments are not
takeninto account in the calculations comparisonEmmer mentions an average death rate of 27.37
per 1,000 indentured Hindosta#s.

Life course outcome ten years after the ending of the last contract of Hindostani
fantraki (N=1,151)

Deserted: 1

Death before contract period: 14
Settlement: 436

Death after contract period: 57

Decease (unknown): 57

Decease during contract period:
91

Temporal settlement: 21

Left (other): 3

Left. came back: 1

Repatriation: 237

Figure 1:Visual presentationf the distribution of the life course outcomes of Hindoskamitraki ten years
after theending of the last contract (N=1,15%j5.

Life event N
Decease | 84
Adjustment name | 28

Premium
Birth last child
Received land

Relinquished land
Divorce
Total | 143
Table 1:Distribution of the life events used to determihat Hindostani immigrants settled in Surinal®fe.

1
7
5
Marriage | 4
3
1

101 For the calculations of the death rate, the unknown cases are not taken into account, because the amount of
deceases in this group is unknown. 8ependix4 Emmer , O The -263; NaidnaakAschief,pe 6, 262
Contractarbeides uit India

102 NationaalArchief, Contractarbeiders uit India

103 1dem.
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Putting the outcomes to the test

In order to analyse whether or not a varididd a significant effect oté choice between repatriation

or settlement afterkantrdkb s cont r act cpaad ANOVA testshawe beersconductad

These tests examine whether or agfiven, actual value statistically differs from an expected

distribution When there ia difference, it can be argued that the tested variable indeed influenced the

choice Whenreg r di n’g etshe «&€r amerds V has been used to es
analysed variable Addi ti onall vy, Cramer 6 s We singentislae used as
standardised value.

The outcomes are categorised, accordingppendix 3int o 6settl ement d, Or ep
6decease (other)d and O6decease duri sdowevemt ract p
not taken into account, bause it is impossible to state anything about this group in a statistical way.
Therefae, the sample size in the analyses below will be maximally 913.

When examining the sex of thantrakiit becomes apparent that men settled noftenthan
that theyrepatriated. The same can be stated for women, although the settlement rates were slightly
higher than for men. There is no statistical evidence for supporting the idea that men dieftenore
than women. Although the sexkdintrakidid significantly matter irtheir choice to stay or to return,
the effect of this difference is rather snafs 17.16Q p=0.001; V=0.143; N=843)

According to a onavay ANOVA test (ks g3472.824; p=0.038; N=838jhe age at arrival of
those who settled after their contract pei(e20.81; s=7.488; N=432$ statistically lower compared
to those who returne India(x=2 2 . 3 4 ; s -4.525; =D.023; Ng228&nd tokantrakiwho
died during their contract periqd =2 2 . 7 6 ; s -2.946; p£D.04D;;N=9pkhere is no
significant difference betweeaates ofsettlement anthe remaining cases of decegge22.39;
s=10. 54.878; pgpxl6l; N=87).

Considering whether or notkantrakisigned a contract for fi@denture, it is important to note
that due to their resigning, the chances are higher that information is available, simply because for
these Hhdostanis information was written down more often atdifferent momentsHowever, there
is no statistical evidence for an influence ofirdentureship on the choice of settlement or repatriation
( %3.489; p=0.322; V=0.062; N=913)

It seems thateligion was not a significant variable in the determination of the outc®his
means that differences between religions were not a determinant in the outcome of the lif¢ émurse.

2.502; p=0.475; V=0.055; N=835)

Whether someone was accompanied Egn@ly memberat arrivalseems to have had a small,
but si gni fH1&582 p=0.@62; V=60.096; N9 3). The relation between number of family
members at the moment of arrival and the difference in settlement and repatriation rates has a
significart effect (ANOVA: Rz 000=2.714; p=0.044). In this relation it can be stated that the more
family members were present at the moment of arrival, the greater the chance of seffleeneris.

no statistical evidence for a sexual distinction in the inflaefiche presence of family at arrivdlhis
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analysis however, only supports the statement bwih men and women settled more tHaat they
repatriated %624.544; p=0.004; V=0.099; N=843).

Whenkantrakimarried in Suriname, the chances of settlemantibnost two times higher,
whilst the likelihood of someone repatriating is lower. This model is significant and has a considerable
effectandthisrelato i s stronger than hl14.208;Hp<®.004;We0B49), 0 n e d
but there might be soni@as. As mentioned before, not all marriages were recorded, partly because of
the incompleteness and fragmentary nature of the database, partly bectinstethefficial
recognition. This could mean that the marriages that were recognised were beiveeetadi that
relatively accepted the Dutairiented laws and values considering marriage. Additionally, there is a
considerable divergence between thiei@lcand expected number of decease during the contract
period, which can be explained by the faeittthe majority of marriages were solemnised after the
contract period and, therefore, the possibilities of the passing away of someone who is married are
smaller.

Although the information on births is also not complete in the database, children were

m

registered more often thahe marriagesdAddi t i onal l y, the variabl es O0ma

6chil dreni bamedéi ar 8ut o some extent cThechaadeat e d
of ex-kantrékisettling after their period of indenture almost doubles whes or more children have
been born in Suriname’s78.383; p<0.001; V=0.239).

Despite considerabMiifferences between the body height means per outcome variable of a
maximum of 3.Icentimetres, these difference are not statistically significant (ANOVAzd=1.324;
p=0.261). It is often argued in literature on body height that, when regarding latmmpuan increase
in body height is related to an improvement in the biologieaidard of living. This biological living
standard is believed to be boosted by, among others, an increasing intake of proteins and a more
favourable disease environment. 8vihconsidering body height as a proxy variable for the biological
standard of livig, it can be stated that there is no statistical evidence that body height had any

influence on the share of repatriation and settlemekamtakiwhatsoevet®

Interpretng the findings

It seems from the aboreentionedstatistical analysethat therelation between the outcomes of the

life course and familyelated variables are the strongest, followed by the relation between the sex and
the outcomes. The other variablegms to have a relatively and absolutely weak relation with the
outcomeslt is important to understand why thestationsexistandwhat the reasons were for settling

or leaving Suriname

FEor the debate on body height as a proxy variable

bi ol ogical standard of | i vi ng ndhum&uelfara. Recend ; Richard

devel opment s and Explerationd in Ecenorhi¢ Histo6d2009), pp: £3.
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When consulting the autobiography of Khhageglarifies his decision to marry in Suriname.
Initially, he wanted to return to India arfierefore nomarry in Suriname, but his close friend Ashraf
(Khan calls him his brother) persuaded him to marry for reasons of stability in the colony. In April
1911, he mared Joomenie, whom he does not mention by her name. Khan does not, however,
mertion whether this marriage waseason for him to stay in Surinartffé Rather he explains his

decision to stay in Suriname permanently by stating the importance of the Birghfiegt borrson,

SulemanKhand Tr uly speaking, iéeédwas thom betyumwhiongrte

By Al l ahbés blessing, this was my first son whose

Sur i n%4This Supports the idea thiadving a family in Suriname is an important variable in
determining the outcome of the life cour$ais idea is bolstered in the report of McNeill and 1%4l.

Khan spends a considerable share of his words on describing tiensetand the extent of the
boundaries between Muslim and Hinkiantrakias well as between different castes. As mentioned
before he was rather shocked when finding these boundaries were practically vanished in the Calcutta
depot, but when he descrilibese seemingly disappeared bdariesin Suriname, he does not seem
to be surprised anymore. He describes how he teaches Hindus about the Ramayana and how Muslims
and Hindus lived together. This does seem tth&earlierstatemergby GuhaandChoenni and
Choennithattheamount of considerable cultural differences was limited. However, as Khan
describes, in the early 1930s, more hostile relations between the two religious groups start to arise,
starting in India and spreading to Suriname. Havethis hostility seems teedrease in the second
half of the same decade. Thus, during most of the research period, relations between the two religious
groups were relatively good and the cultural boundaries happened to be practicalijsbemnt. This
does seem to explain why tledas no significant difference in the outcome of the life cobhesed on
religion.108

Following the report of McNeill and Lalf 1914, it is evident that womeén the period of
19081912 earned about 59.3% of what men earned. The authors state thatitiys @#re low in
comparison to the wages of Indians in British colonies, but that the sexual diveitgeliges
comparableCombining this with the thoughiiat Hindostanis returning to India wadto savea
considerable amount of money, it makesse that female dantrakitended to return less often. Men
earned more money and therefore not only had the means, but also the savings to go back to their
country of originRegarding the aforementioned quotation from Khan on his alleged marital statu

when arriving at Lust en Rust and the passage in which he is convinced to marry Joomenie, it becomes

561 found some truth in their explanation about the
which would give some stabijit t o my [|JaevadPiakashRS Mationaal ArchiefContractarbeiders

uit India.

106 Khan,Jeevan PrakasHL0O.

107 McNeill, Lal, The condition of Indian immigrant$68.

108 Khan,Jeevan Prakast77-81, 83, 90, 9985, 191199.
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clear that women were more often expected to be maAret].as mentioned before, when someone
married in Suriname, the chances of settlement are hither

It is unfortunately not known from Khan or McNeill and Lal, why the age at arrival could have
been an important determinant in the outcome of the lifesecafter ten yearslowever, when
considering the fact that the presence of family members atdheent of arrival in Suriname had
some effect, it makes senbat among these families, young children and infants were also present.
This would lower the aarage, since about 11% of tkentrakiwas below the age of 10 yeavghy re-
indentureship or bodigeight were not a significant factor in the life course development is not known

yet.

109 McNeill, Lal, The condibn of Indianimmigrants 153154, 176179.
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Chapter 5: Actors in a foreign setting. The influence of theSurinamese context

In this chapter, the external variables will be analysed. These circumstances wéghada
considerablémpacton where people livceten years after their contract period theywerestill

living. In the first section of this chapter, a temporal distribution will be presented in order to
understand and contextualise the external cirtamegs in a more orderly fashion. Thereafter, light
will be shed on multiple selected variables loase the conditions in which thantrakiserved their

contract and lived thepostindenturdives.

The time related analysis

The number of Hindostakintraki per year arriving are presentedrigure 2 Several remarks have
to be made in order to fyllunderstand this timbound distribution. First of all, two functions have
been added iRigure 2, one representing the distribution of the number of algifrom the sample,
the other showing the same for all arrivals present in the entire databaseoTimes follow the
same, fluctuating trends, which means the¢garding the temporal aspé&dhe sample seems
relatively well representative of thatée Hindostani populatiott?

Number of arriving Hindostani kantrdki per year 1868-1916 in the sample (N=1,138) and
in the database (N=28,494)
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Figure 2: Number of arriving Hindostarkantrékiper year, 1868916, in the sample (N=1,138) and in the database
(N=28,494)111
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Secondly, there are several Hindostanis in the sample who started their contract before the
official commence of the Recruitment Treathe$e four people did not, however, come directly from
India, but already migrated to Barbados, Demerara or St. Lucia, from where they moved to Suriname.
In total, there have been at least 88 Hindostani that weemtared before the official instalment of
the Recruitment Treaty?

Thirdly, there are several years for which no immigrants were recorded in the database. There
are two main reasons for the lack of information. First, in August 1875 the migration afskiinis
was suspended by the Brititfdian government, due to a high death rate, the justice system, and bad
working and living circumstances. In 1877, after some improvements, the migration recommenced
uninterrupted until the abolition of indentureshiplio171*2 Second, registers of some years are not
included in the database due to the loss of the registeltss, howeverknown from theKoloniale
Verslagenthat in these years Hindost&aintrakisdid arrive. For example, in 1910, 478 people from
British India migrated to work as indentured labourers in Suriname.

In order to analyse the effect of the year of arrival on the outcome of the life course, a
distribution of those outcomes has to be presented perRigare 3'° displaysthese relative
patitions, showing a shift during the considered period from a tesyd® relatively more
repatriations towarda relative domination of the share of settlement. To test whether one of those two
outcomes was dominant, a ratio between the share of setiingpatriatindkantrédkihas been
developed. This ratio indicatésatkantrakiwho arrived before 188@patriated more after their
contract while people arrivingafter 188%ettled more The highest percentage of settlement was
among peoplarriving in 1903, after which the relative share of peoppmtriatingslightly
increased'’

This trend towardsore settling compared to thdeaf repatriatiortanprobablybe
explainedby the aforementioned emergence and gradual expansion and exténsindostani
communities in Suriname as posed by Choandi Choenni and Khan. However, there are several
time periodsin whichthe settlementepatriation ratiaeclined It is rather difficult, if not impossible,
to impose several causes fordbalownfalls, because of the method used in this thésspdriod of

ten years between the ending of the last contract and the determination of the outcome caises that

112 pe Klerk, De immigratie der Hindostanei@1-73, 87, 176177; Natonaal Archief Contractarbeiders uit
India.
113De Klerk, De immigratie der Hindostaneni21-123; FokkenBeyond beindcoeliesandkantréki, 75; Hoefte,

Inplace ofslavery 42, Roo-pndenterepReepatriation and remittan:t
114 This is appli@ble to the years 1875, 1876, 1879, 1885, 1886, 1888, 1891, 1897, 1900, 1901, 1910 1911 and
1915: Nationaal Archief, O6Hindostanen in Suriname6o.
"Het Utrechts Archief, 0Zeister Zendingsglé@oes#8chap \

1.5,Koloniale Verslagen, 1902912 en Surinaams Verslag, 1930, inzake bestuur en staat van Suriname door
het ministerie van Koloniérinv.nr. 1406, scan number 163,
<https://www.archieven.nl/nl/zoeken?mivast=0&mizig=210&miadt=39&miaet=1&micode=48
1&minr=2550704&mview=inv2> [retrieved on January $2020].

116 Nationaal ArchiefContractarbeiders uit India.

117 SeeAppendix 4 Nationaal ArchiefContractarbeiders uit India
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unsure when people did repatriate and therefore, it is complex to determimigutrece several
events or trends could have had on theeome of the life course. However, some first cautious and
limited possible explanations will be set out.

The first major downward trend spans the two arriving years of 1895 and 1896. When looking
at the end of the contract period and the autobiograpkian, it becomes apparent that in 1900 there
was a dry period in Suriname for nine months. Thereafter, excessive rainfall destroyed the remaining
cacao crops, followed by a major cacao diseaseeSiacao was one of the major products cultivated
in Surname at that moment, the period directly after the disease was economically destructive for
most plantations. Consequently, as Khan describes, the wageskahttékidecreased and were paid
lateror only partly. It seems logical for people to repatriate more early, for they could build up less
savings, causing less financial stability when staying in Suriname. Therefore, a free return passage
became more attractivé

A second downwards trend ocoed at the group d€éantrakiwho arrived between 1904 and
1907. McNeill and Lal mention an outbreak of malarial fever in 1909, which might have pushed
people away from Suriname back to Indasideghat, in 1908 and in 1211913 a intestine
inflammationcalled enteritis thrived more than usual, causing diarrhoea, dehydration and fever.
However, when the presence of these diseases is regarded as a variable, the death rate of the same
group is also expected to be higher. Rdgy Figure 3 this does noteem to be the case. The
absence of a strikingly higher share of deceases does not, however, mean that Hindostanis considered
the prevalence of multiple disease as a factor pushing them out of Suttiame.

The third decrease tifie share of settlement compdite the share of repatriation commences
after 1913 until the abolishment of indentured labour. This period contains among others the events of
World War |, the Spanish Flu, a growing aggressivity between Hindus and Mislintia and
Suriname from theral of the 1920s until the 1940s, and the growing influence of Indian nationalism.

It is implicitly clear fromFigure 3that the Spanish Flu probably had its effect on the death rate, in
contrast to other diseases. If, to whatent and how these four et®and developments influenced

the life course okantrékiis for this moment impossible to analyse.

118 Khan,Jeevan Prakashl23127.

119 McNeill, Lal, The condition of Indian immignts 153; P.HJ. Lampe Suriname Sociaathygiénische
beschouwinge(Amsterdam, 1927), 134.

120Khan,Jeevan Prakast,91-199; LampeSociaathygiénische beschouwinget81 4 ; Br i j B. Khar e,
nationalismT he pol i t i €Tha Indiao Jourg of Rditical Sciances0:4 (1989), pp. 53559.
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