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mmary

The am of thisthessisto reduce the gap that exigs between the theoreticd and empiricd knowledge
about revolutionary processes, the Arab Soring in particular. The research consgts of acase gudy of the
revolution in Syria. The country is suffering from acivil war which isthe result of the violent gpproach the
Syrian regime used to quell the popular uprisngs of early 2011.

The case is goproached from ageographicd point of view. The reason for thischoiceisthat sudies
regarding the Arab Soring or revolutionsin generd are highly politicdly oriented. The spatid orientation as
usd in thisthessreaultsin both interesing and useful ingghtsin the Syrian casestudy, but dso in the Arab
Soring asawhole and of revolutionsin generd.

The study hasbeen adesk research, asfield research in Syriaat this point in time isdangerous and
aso requiresmore time and money than was available for this particular research. The dataused to andyze
the case has been collected from a selection of the thousands of scientific papers and books newspaper-
and background articles and policy documents that are widely available. In order to present an image as
objective as possble, datafrom various sourcesis used. The method used in order to andyze the Syrian
revolutionary processisloosaly based on severd methods of qudlitative research, such as grounded theory
and criticd discourse andyss

The theoreticd framework that isused in thisthessin order to undergand the empirica findingsin a
better way isbased on scientific literature from various disciplines, such as geography, politicd sciences,
sociology and higory. The underganding of the concept “revolution” ismanly based on two works of
Kreja (1983 and 1994), which are both gudies of the theoretica background of revolutionary processesin
generd. Based on histheory the researched case has been dassified asbeing avertica revolution from
below, meaning that it isarevolution that originated from the lower parts of society and was directed
againg the nationd regime. The revolutionary process can be divided up into severd phases. Krejci (1994)
desgned such amodel. A dightly dtered verson of thismodel isused in order to sudy the case chosen for
thisthess The phasesrange from the “foundation” to the * consolidation overthrow” . However, for the
andyssonly thefirg five phases of the model (which conggsof eight phasesin totd) have been used, as
the researched revolutionary process fill findsitsdlf in phase five.

In the search for universal geographica causes of revolutions again writings about revolutionsin
generad have been used, but dso theories regarding space and urbanity. This collection of literature was
completed with literature about the Arab Sporing. Based on earlier sudiesaweb of geographica causes of
the Syrian revolutionary process has been designed. The main focus lies on the interconnected spheres of
demography, economy and the urban sphere. Thistrinity is complemented with the factors“ culture” and
“food shortage” . For abetter underganding of the urban spherein particular theories of Henri Lefebvre
(1996) are used. According to Lefebvre the “ urban society” isthe end phase of adeveloping society, which
dl societies should drive for asdl people hold a“right to the city”. That means the right to make use of



“the city” to fulfil onesneed for quditative growth of his persond life, by “enabling the full and complete
usage of these moments and places’ (Lefebvre, 1991, p. 179). In order to reach the phase of “ urban
society” the help of the government is necessary, because it is considered essentid that the spatia planning
of society is“oriented towards socid needs’ (Lefebvre, 1991, 178). When the road to the “ urban society”
isblocked by an unwilling government the only way to reach it is by revolution, which Lefebvre cdled an
urban revolution.

In order to andyze the Syrian revolutionary process properly the empirica findings have to be compared to
the theoreticd framework. To do thisthe second chapter conssts of a“ sory” of the course of the
revolution in Syria, based on the data collected from various sources. The ory isbuilt up according to the
eight phase mode as described in the theoreticd framework.

Fedlings of disstifaction increased among the Syrian population asaresult of the interconnected
gpheres of demography, economy and urban life. The high fertility of Arab women haseft the entire
region stuck with ayouth bulge of people between the ages of 15 and 24 (Mirkin, 2013, p. 7). Therewas
not enough work to provide every job seeker with ajob. This shortage was caused by an dready poor
economy that recently worsened because of the globa economic criss The country smply had to ded
with asurplus of young people looking for work. Thisreaulted in high youth unemployment, which
caused awave of urbanisation asthe jobless youngsers moved to the citiesin the hope of a better future.
The dtuaion wasworsened by increasng bread prices, asareault of agloba wheat scarcity. However, a
this point the fedlings of injudtice had not yet grown large enough to make the people face their repressve
government. Tha moment came when the people of other countriesin the region opposed their regimes
and cdlamed their freedom, the processthat has been named the Arab Joring. The Stuation of those people
increased asdictators were expelled. The people of Syrianow felt relative deprivetion, they were worse of
than the people in neighbouring countries. These generd fedlings of injustice were expressed by the people
through mass demondrationsin various Syrian cities. In ashort time ingitutions were formed, such asthe
Locd Coordination Committees. By ingitutiondizing the revolutionary process the organisation and
thereby the effectiveness increased.

Security forces origindly reponded with non-letha riot control. After ashort time they turned to
lethd riot control, after which they turned to the beseging of entire cities and towns. During this process
unarmed protests turned into amed rebellion. Severd organizations such asthe Free Syrian Army were
founded to battle government troops. When the rebelsincreased in numbers more battleswere fought in
the citiesof Syria Ther rebelsgrew stronger. At acertain point Assad gpparantly decided to commit
“urbicide’” asawegpon of lagt resort againg the rebels. Entire city digrictswere shdlled, which resulted in
the complete destruction of neighbourhoods and the degth of hundreds of people, both rebelsand civilians



When this overview of events during the Syrian revolutionary processis placed againg the background of
the theoreticd framework, the geographica factors of the process become visble. Demographica aspects of
the Syrian society were for agreat amount responsble for the poor economicd stuation of the country.
Because of that particular Stuation many people moved from the Syrian periphery to the centres, the dities.
The populations of large cities such as Damascus and Aleppo strongly increased and it wasthis growth of
the urban population that eventudly caused aréduianuteirein Syria The revolution began with agtriking
revolutionary dass. In contrary to the dassc Lefebvrian vison it was not the working dass that good up
againg its government, it was the exact opposte. In the Syrian revolutionary processit was the growing
mgjority of unemployed younggersthat took the lead in an uprisng againg a crugted regime, making it a
revolution of the norworking dass. Demography influenced economy. Economy influenced the cities.
Fndly the urban revolution caused by these centres of urban life originated from the huge amount of
younggersthat populated them.

Geography did not only play arolein the reasons the revolutionary processwas initiated. Also the
course of the revolution was for alarge part spaid. Asthe revolution in Syriacould be characterized asan
urban revolution, the cities have played an important role in the initid stages of the process. The city was
used as a space of mobilization wherein Loca Coordination Committees organized mass protests againg the
regime through an infragrudured pacde The city as mobilizing space has played alarge role in the growth of
the revolution.

The city dso played an important role asthe space wherein battleswere fought during later phases
of the revolutionary process, when the verticd revolution from below had dready turned into acivil war.
The urban infragtructure provided the rebelswith opportunities to succesfully oppose anumericdly and
technologicaly superior opponent. The tactics used by rebel forceswasfindly countered by the Syrian
army with the strategy of urbicide, the deliberate destruction of entire urban areas. By doing so the
“playground of revolution” and the advantagesit held for the rebelswas deducted to ruins, which
improved the chances of the Syrian army considerably.



Introduction

At the end of 2010 the world became awitness of a concatenation of revolutions, of politica cataclyam, in
the Middle-Eag and Northern Africa (MBNA-region). After an eruption of anti-government protestsin
Tunisamore followed quickly in Egypt, Bahrain, Yemen, Libya, Oman, Jrdan and Syriaamong others
(Mirkin, 2013). In some casesregimesresgned, in othersthey were overthrown, some uprisngs faded
away and in the case of Syriathe outcome of the eventsisyet unsure.

Revolutions angdhare not new nor unigue. The difference between the Arab Sring and “the
average revolution” and what makes this series of events arare phenomenon isthat it isnot one revolution
but awhole series of such occurrences. It isnot often seen throughout the course of higory tha a
revolutionary wave crosses multiple borders and engulfs an entire region. It has happened before though,
between 1810 and 1825 in Latin America, in 1848-1849 in Europe and the lag more or lesssamilar case
was tha of the collgpse of most Communig satesin Centrd- and Eastern Europe between 1989 and 1991
(Anderson, 2011).

The afairsin the MENA-region could be of grest importance not only for the satesthemselves, but aso for
the reg of the world. The phenomenon of changing regimes al over the region will not only affect the
Arab World, but dso the world asawhole (Rubin, 2006, p. 6). In the pos-World War 1l period the Wes
has managed to keep agrong grip on the Idamic world, but asaresult of the current changesin the
digribution of power thisinfluence might strongly decrease. The interconnectedness between the Middle
Eagt (and Northern Africad) and the Wes might now openly present itself asthereisa srong posshility that
eventsin oneregion have their effectsin another.

The reasons behind Western influence in the region are partly explainable from ideologicd
motives, accompanied with acertain sense of guilt in the case of Isradl. The protection of this Jawish date
that issurrounded by (to agreater of lesser extent) unfriendly minded Mudim states has dwaysbeen a
priority of the West snce WWII and they managed to do s0 by holding a certain grasp on those
neighbouring sates

There are dso the ancient economic concerns. Western economiesthrive on oil and alarge
percentage of the globd oil reserves are located in countries such aslran, Sudi-Arabia, Libyaand Irag. For
along time the West favored agable (and in mog cases authoritarian) leader in an oil possessing country
above ademocratic regime. A democratic country will shift its policies and changes throughout the years
and istherefore harder to influence (Anderson, 2011).

The future of the world for alarge part depends on the outcomes of the battle between Arab nationdigt
regimes Idamig revolutionaries and liberd reformers (Rubin, 2006). A battle that istaking place right
now. Although the importance of what hgppensin the Arab world iswidely recognized, knowledge of



Wegern politicians and scholars on what is exactly happening “over there” seemsto fdl behind. Therefore
thisthedstriesto reduce the gep that exigsin theoriesregarding change in the Arab world.

As can be s2en it isof great importance to learn more about both the underlying causes and the outcomes
of the Arab Soring, asit will definitely have consequencesfor the globa baance of power. Assad above
the @m of thisbachelor thesisisto contribute to the theory regarding the Arab Sporing in order to do .
Because we are looking a@ aphenomenon of consderable sSze and importance that isquite rarein its
exigence, it isof great sgnificance tha more research on the subject is done. To ensure a better
underganding of the Arab Soring thisthes s seeksto complement the theoreticd view on the subject.

In order to learn more about the concatenation of revolutionswe mug gart with the beginning: wha are
the causes of this sudden revolutionary wave? Sme of the dictatorstha resigned were in power for more
than thirty years. Why are they expelled a this precise moment? A part of the answersto these quegtions
may lay in higory. In this paper acomparison will be made a some points with Europe's Revolutionary
Year 1848 that shares certain amilaritieswith the Arab Sring. However, the course of events cannot be
fully explained by only looking back. In the literature there has been written quite alot about the actud
events. However, forming atheoretica framework on which those eventsfind afirm foundation seemsto
fdl behind. Mog theory that has been congructed in order to undersand the Arab Soring in abetter way is
very politicaly oriented. However, to reduce the analyss of this phenomenon to jus politica aspects
would result in an utter incomplete image. Although the processes cannot be undersood properly without
some sort of politica perspective, ageographicd view will definitely shine adifferent but ussful light on
the afarsin the MENA-region. Therefore thistheds atemptsto broaden the theoretica knowledge about
the Arab Soring by focusng primarily on the geographica backgrounds of the revolutionary processes
during the Arab Soring. The backgrounds of the causes for revolution and the revolutionary processitself
will be andyzed from ageographica point of view. Herein we will mainly focus on the urban factor that
played arole in the process, because this, aswe will see, isthe mogt important spatid aspect in a
revolutionary process.

From astientific perspective the Arab Soring offers usan interesing and rare phenomenon asa
research object. Comparable cases are not often found in hisory and therefore the opportunity should be
seized to research the event whileit is gill “fresh”. The Arab Soring has obvioudy not seen itsend, but it is
dready dear that thisis something “for in the books’.

Thisthedswill condg of acase gudy of the ongoing revolutionary processin Syrig, acountry that is
affected by the Arab Soring and as aresult of that isnow deding with ahigh-intengty conflict, acivil war.
The reaults of the analysis might be of usein order to reduce the gap that exigsin literature when it comes
to theoreticd backgrounds regarding the Arab Sporing. On one hand it is vauable to describe the Stuation
and to focus on the empiricd sde of the Arab Sring, to smply describe the events On the other hand,



with aproper theoretica backing this data could become far more interesting and useful. The am of this
thesswill therefore be to create such atheoretica background in order to support exiging and future
research.

The case sudy of Syriais chosen for multiple ressons. A complete overview of the geographica
backgrounds of the Arab Soring asawhole would be too bulky to make in the rdaively amdl timeframein
which thisthessfindsitself. Therefore thisone case will be highlighted and the findingswill be andyzed
in order to sort out whether they are (to sSome extent) generdizable to other cases of the Arab Sring in the
concluding chapter of this paper. The particular case of Syriais chosen because it isan ongoing process at
the moment of writing and because of therole Syriaplaysin the region and dl aspectsthat come with that
role. The amsof thisresearch lead usto the following centra question:

Towhat edet enthereduicay praxsin Sriabeeqana franagegahic pegative?

Thisthess can bascdly be divided into four phases: the theoretica explication of key conceptsin the
theoreticd framework, an empiricd sudy of the Syrian revolutionary process, comparing the theory and
the empiriciam in the andys s and findly aconcduding phase. More about the sructure of thisthesswill be
discussed in the Method section.



Method

In this chapter we will briefly discuss the methods and data used to conduct thisresearch. Frdly, there will
be an explanaion about the design of thisresearch paper. We will explain the sructure of thisthessand
discuss the choice for the chapters and paragrgphsthat together will form thisthess

Thistheds can bascdly be divided into four phases: the theoreticd explication of key conceptsin the
theoreticd framework, an empirica sudy of the Syrian revolutionary process, acomparison of the theory
and the empiricism and finaly a conduding phase.

The theoreticd framework will condst of adescription of the key conceptsthat form atheoretica
foundation for the rest of the thesiswhen put together. The concepts* Arab Soring”, “revolution”,
“revolutionary wave’, “uprisgng” and “ geographica causes of revolution” will be extensvely discussed in
order to form adear theory. Thispart of the thesisis completely based on scientific literature from
different disciplines, such as geography, politicd stiences, sociology and higtory.

The last three chaptersform the case sudy of the Syrian conflict. A case gudy isacdlassic en widely used
research design within the field of qualitative research. It isaresearch on a present-day phenomenon with
ambiguous borders and wherein multiple sources are used in order to come to acondusion (Vennix,
2010). According to Peters (in Vennix, 2010, p. 103) acase sudy isthe opposte of asurvey-research, asa
large amount of characterigtics (and their interconnectedness) of alimited anount of research-unitsis
researched. A survey-research isthe other way around asin such acase alimited anount of characterigtics
of alarge amount of casesisresearched.

A bulky phenomenon asthe Arab Soring isdifficult to research asawhole. The complexity and sze
of the caz are jud too large to research in athorough way, especidly in the relaively smal amount of time
that sandsfor thisresearch. Ingead of the complete phenomenon “ Arab Soring” thisthesswill focuson
one part (revolution within one gae) of the totd. A precondition isthat the chosen case isrepresentative
with respect to other cases within the same phenomenon (Vennix, 2010). It can never be ahundred
percent dear whether the chosen case is actudly representaive, but asthere are quite afew amilarities
between the Syrian revolution and other cases of revolution during the Arab Soring, especidly in the initid
phases, it isconsgdered to be a leadt representative enough.

Thisresearch will not be conducted asagudy “in the fidld”. The main reason for that choiceisa
lack of time and money to do so and the fact that field research in Syriamight not be the ssfest way to get a
bachelor’sdegree. Therefore this sudy will mainly consst of desk research. Over the padt few years
thousands of scientific papers and books, newspaper- and background artidles and policy documents have
been written about the eventsin the MENA-region. A selection of these writingswill be used to collect the
datathat is necessary for thisresearch. It will build upon the empirica data collected by others. From this
will be seen what the exact course of eventswasin Syria Thisdata could be andyzed in different ways. In



thisthessis chosen for amixture of research methods as el ements of both grounded theory and criticd
discourse andys's could be recognized in the followed gpproach. The “rules’ of these gpproachesare
however not grictly followed, but severd aspects are used in order to create an andydsof the Syrian
revolutionary processin the most complete way possible.

In the theoreticd framework some aspects are partidly based on earlier scientific research or
important theories and partidly derived from the empiricd findings of revolutionary processes. Thisisto a
level coherent with the grounded theory gpproach, which isabout finding atheory in the empiricd data
avalable. Furthermore, much of the dataisandyzed by searching for smilarities or differences. This
gpproach could be compared to the criticd discourse andydss, dthough it is some sort of gripped version
without extengve coding. In order to write chapter two and three there has extensve reading of hundreds
of articlesfrom various sources taken place in order to see the complete story and “to get the full image”.

Thus, the second chapter cond s of a comprehensve description of the revolutionary processin Srriaso
far. Theam isto be as complete as possble and in tha way discover the causes behind this particular
chapter of the Arab Soring. The focuswill be on the geographica aspects of the causesfor revolution,
dthough it will be necessary to describe non-geographica * seeds of revolution” aswell. These factorswill
however be somewha more briefly described. They areincluded in order to form acomplete picture and
not for later anadyd's, aswe will concentrate on geography.

Thethird chapter will consst of acomparison of the theory and the empiricd findings The factors
that caused the revolution in Syriawhich we found in the second chapter will be placed againg the
theoretica background that was formed in thefirgt chapter. By doing so we this chapter will result in an
overview of the geographicd factorsthat caused arevolution in Syria

Thiswill ultimately result in aconduding chapter in which we will create abrief overview of
geographicd causesthat dtogether resulted in the gart of the revolutionary processin Syria The
geographica causeswill dso be rdaed to each other and the interconnectedness will be discussed. In order
to answer the centra quegtion of thisthessthere dso will be acomparison madein which wewill find out
to wha extent the geographicd causes dso gpply to other countriesin the MBENA-region.



Chapter One - Theoretical framework

In order to undergand the eventsin the MENA-region, “the Arab World”, between January 2011 and
today, it isimportant to explicae what has been going on usng some sort of theoretica framework. In this
section atheoreticd foundation will be laid out, whereupon the empiricd findings can be built. The mogt
important concepts found in literature regarding the Arab Soring will be made clear, such asthe term “Arab
Soring” itsdf, revolution and revolutionary wave.

Frs of dl, atheoreticd view on the centra concepts* revolution” and the related term “ uprising”
will be given, to put forward what the greater phenomenon iswherein the research fits. Secondly, asmall
section will be dedicated to the concept “revolutionary wave’, an overarching phenomenon where the
Arab Soring ispart of. Fnadly, atheoreticad background will be set out aout the geography of revolutions.

The explanation of key concepts will be followed by the explication of the geographica factorstha
possbly contribute to revolutionary processes and that of the Arab Soring in particular. This part will be
based on earlier literature that connects geography to revolution, geographica basic literature and writings
about other revolutionary waves.

The key concept of the Arab Soring isrevolution. The uprisng of the people has caused severd regimesin
the MBENA-region to resign, otherswere overthrown and in the case of Syriathe outcome isyet unknown.
Therevolutionary wave garted in Tunisaand other countries followed one after the other. To have a better
underganding of this, we have to find out what issaid in the literature aout revolutions and if there are
possble comparisonsthat could be drawn with earlier (waves of) revolution(s).

1.1.1. Revolution - Definition

It isnot easy to cach dl facets of the term “revolution” into one definition. Definitionsfound in literature
dightly dter from each other. The mog broad description of what arevolution is, isfound in the
introduction of Kregjci’s“ Great revolutions compared: The outline of atheory” (1994). In that work Krejci
gatesthat the core of the concept could be described in only three words sweeping dramatic change (p.
6). Thisgatement seemsfully logicd, however it isaterm to broad to use for adecent operationdisation.
Other authors use different, more specific definitions. For ingance, David Robertson describes arevolution
as “... avdat adtdd degeinapditicd sgamwhichina aly vedly dtastheddributiond poae, bt resdtsinmgar
dagsinthewhdesadd grudure (In Krejci, 1994, p. 7). Krgc laer puts emphasis on the violent aspects of
revolution and on the fact that it isaprocess In that agpect the definition differsfrom for ingance the
Cambridge British English Dictionary, which tellsustha revolution is “achangein the way acountry is
governed, usudly to adifferent politicd sysem and often using violence or war”. Sientigsraher drop
“revolution” asan event and use the term revolutionary process. The main reason for thisisthat a
“revolution” (or revolutionary process) does not condg only of the violent episode that causesregime



change. A revolution does not begin, nor end a that point. The end of arevolution(ary process) isonly
reached when the seat of power istaken by the revolutionaries and a gable stuaion isreached. This
usudly takes some time as mog revolutions contain aconsiderable ded of chaos.

“Fareeisbang usd anlbth Sdssand na nesessarily aly withinthecourtry indved. Theaardeeosthrovd agpamat ada
daged thepditic regjime honaer, mey aoor saed timess Radution then gyeearstolena asndeeat bt aprdraded paicd
d tubuet, dardiceats whid, aspeiady dated mey keldte dyledasa‘raduicay paes” (Kregd, 1994, p. 7).

In hisbook (1994) Krejd diginguishesfour different kinds of revolutionary processes, asshown in figure
1. According to histheory there are three different forms of revolutionary processes

- Revolution from above Horizontal
- Revolution from below revolution
- Revolution from the 9de
Vertical
revolution
Revolution
from below [ ——u _
Hybrid
Revoluti Revolution / revolution
evolution
from above
Revolution

from the side

Figure 1 — Different kinds of revolutionary processes

Thefirg kind of revolution mentioned by Krgc (1994, p. 9) isthe revolution from aove. Thisisa
revolution that does not find itsoriginsin the people but in (apart of) the government or the military dlite.
These kinds of revolutions (asfar asthey can be consdered revolutionsin the proper sense of the word)
aremogly cdled cyeddd. The power shiftsfrom aparticular section of societies elite to another.
Secondly, thereisthe revolution from below which can be described asthe * dassic revolution”, an
uprisng of alarge part of society againg itsrulers. Thisform of revolution can be split up in two sub
forms horizonta and verticd revolution. Horizontd revolutions are revolutions from below wherein the
people of one country sand up againg the government of another. Thisisapossbility when a country has
some kind of dominant postion over the other. Such cases are dso known as* secessionig wars’ or “wars
of liberaion” . Revolutions from the people againg their own sovereign government are caled verticd
revolutions. A possible outcome of thiskind of revolution iscivil war. The turn of averticd revolution



from below into civil war laysnot & a specific point, the term is often used when the revolutionariesare
(becoming) equd to the government in terms of socid satusand/ or (military) power position.

Krejd dso diginguishes aso-cdled hybrid revolution, which isamix of thefirst and second kinds
of revolution. In ahybrid revolution a section of the dite take over the government, but they are supported
by alarge part of the people. The regime isforced to resign by pressure from below aswell asdove. This
subcategory isnot consdered one of three basic forms of revolution, because of its mixed origin.

The last kind of revolution that Kreici (1994, p. 9) diginguishesisthe revolution from the sde.
Thisisan exported revolution from one gate to the other, viamilitary conques or infiltration. The
adoption of ideas and grategies from arevolution by people of another country isnot included in Krgjci's
definition. A revolution from the dde isthe transfer of arevolutionary process from one country to the
other through ddiberate actsto do s0 by the initid revolutionaries.

1.1.2. Revolution - Preconditions and causdities

CharlesTilly reviewed dl European revolutions between 1492 and 1992 and came with aworking
definition that givesus an idea of the basic elements needed for arevolution to unfold. Hisdefinition reads
asfollows

“ Afaddetrade d pone o adaeinthecursed wiidh a lesst twodgindivedasd arntedrsnekeinoneidedansto
artrd thedate adaresgifiat potiond thepqudion shjet tothedaesjuisidion anuiesesinthedamd exch Had’
(Tilly, 1993 in Krgjci, 1994, p. 19).

The underlying cause of every revolutionary processisfound in the discrepancy between the vison of the
date and that of the group or groups of people who try to overthrow the government. Of course every
dtuaion isdifferent and each individud case hasto be placed in itsown context. Krgjci daesthisin his
critique on RAitirim Sorokin, who reviewed “individuad disurbancesin isolaion” and paid no atention to
the particular socio-higorica and culturd context (Krejci, 1994). Kreja agreeswith the politica scientist
Peter Cdvert (in Krgjci, 1994, p. 17) that exactly that particular context is of the greatest importance to take
into account, because that helps us understand the phenomenon of revolutionary process.

Kreja puts emphadson the fact that there isno single cause of revolution.

“Thariesthet edanreduianintensd aecasea aeisednga dakeaenidedng It isthedrudured custinrather
then crepaticdar cauea aepatiadar agoat of dedgamat which hdpsustoundedandthepheomann o redutiat’ (p 37).

Thereisadways agructure of causation. A web of causes, one leading to another and dtogether those
causes, prerequidtes and requirements, form the ground from which the revolutionary process arises. A
revolution isnever caused by for ingance afinancid crisisor afood shortage. Multiple events and
discourses eventudly lead to revolution, not one spark.



In literature some underlying causes are mentioned tha seem to hold for the grand mgority of
revolutionary processes throughout higory.

Maybe the mogt important requirement that arevolutionary process needs before it can unfold is
that an extreordinary large number of people, who usudly prefer to maintan apassve atitude towards
politics (Krejci, 1983, p. 213), areready and willing to go onto the sreets and demand the resignation of
the government. Gitizens have to be prepared to take up amsand risk their livesin the worgt scenario. This
required mindset isnot caused by affairs such as poverty and hunger, but by agenerd fedling of injugtice
that iseither caused by the government or that it isunable to improve. AsMoore gated in Scid Origins of
Dictatorship and Democracy:

“Mesgvepoaty adeqdtaioninadby therevesaena eauhtopoidearaduiaery studion Theemus dsobefdt
ijudicelult inothesadd grudure thet is éthar new darendsanthevidinsa smeresan far thevidinstofed thet dddarends
aerolayg judifisde (1967, p 220).

Another quite well-known author and satesman suggeststhat the mgority of the people can be preceded
by “those who have the capability and courage to take the initiative and prodam the will of society”
(Qaddsfi, 1975, p.10). However, whether the citizens enmessegather in front of the presdentia paace, or
that they are infected with the revolutionary virusby asmdler group of courageousrevolutionaries, the
fact istha there needsto be awidely felt injustice and the belief that this can be improved. If that particular
feding isabsent, people smply will not consder to take part in arevolutionary process.

Thisis conggent with the concepts “ relative deprivation” and (alack of) verticd socid mobility,
more generd causes of revolution mentioned in the literature. Relative deprivation is about the relative
stuation of one opposed to tha of others. When used in arevolutionary context it is often about amiddle
classwith growing economic means, but with alack of politica opportunities Thismiddle dassfedsa
discrepancy between their expectations (becoming politicdly influentid because of their improved socid
gatus) and the satisfaction of those expectations. Thisdiscrepancy is caused by the lack of possible verticd
socid mobility, afoundation for a hedthy society (Pareto, 1965 in Krejci, 1994). People need the
opportunity to move upwardsin asociety. If they are denied that opportunity that meansthey are suck in
their current Stuation. This hopeessnesswill in the end cause the people to sand up againg their
government. Thisgoes up for dl dasses but the dlite, asthe desre for verticd socid mobility goes for
everyone, the poor, the middle class and the lower dlite. The Situation in a pre-revolutionary society can be
described asfollows:

Although people in different dasses have the same rights and possbilities asthey have dways had,
the improvement of their prosperity causesthem to want more. Such fedlings can turn into fedings of
hopelessness and injudtice and lay the foundation for arevolution.



In order for arevolutionary processto gart there hasto be afoundation of severd levels of dissatisfaction
among the people. However, thisfoundation doneisnot enough to spark arevolution. The foundation is
often present for many years before revolution bresks out a a certain moment in time. The acceleraor for
amog every revolution issome kind of trigger, known asthe spark. It isan ingant event such asan
execution or murder by the government, aviolent quenching of ademongration by police forces or the
death of an important person (Kregjci, 1983). Although economica and demographicd factorsfor ingance
are of far greater importance for causng arevolutionary process, the spark isthe event that directly sets off
the revolution. When the underlying causes are consdered apile of wood drenched in petrol, the spark is
just the match that setsit dl on fire.

1.1.3. Revolution — Therevolutionary process

The name “revolutionary process’ indicatesthat the phenomenon conssts of multiple consecutive phases
The process has agarting point and then goes through different phases until it resches an end stage which
marksthe end of the revolutionary processwhen a“new, non-revolutionary equilibrium setsin” (Kred,
1994, p. 38). At that point the revolution isover. In the following paragraph asummary of the different
dages of the revolutionary process will be given. These phases are based on Krejci’'s (1994) modd,
however they are dightly dtered. The mogt important reason for thisistha this paper exdusvely focuses
on verticd revolutionsfrom below combined with some aspects of revolutions from the sde. The mode
that Krejd presented has avery broad character and istoo bulky to usein acorrect way in this particular
research. For thisreason it isdightly narrowed down in away that it ismore ussful in the specific case of
Syria We will make use of amore talor-made moded consging of eight phasesin order to research the
chosen revolutionary process. To give acorrect impresson of what isdtered in the model tha will be used

in this paper, Krgd’s“missing” partswill be presented between brackets

1. Founddion (Onset)
Thisisapre-revolutionary phase. It describes aperiod of reformist moves within the society’s dites. These

reforms are aresult of the preconditions discussed in the previous paragraph. New idess will spread from
the ditesto the upper, middle and lower dasses and the politicd activation of large parts of society.

2. Inditutionaisation

The foundation will lead to inditutiondisation of the reformig idess, as new inditutions are crested (or

exiging ones are taken over) to function asabasesfor the oppodtion. At this point the oppodtion is ill
reformig-oriented rather than revolutionary.

3. Launch

The government triesto sop the hazardous development. At this point there are two possbilities: either
the government succeeds into ending the revolution prematurely or the reformists become revolutionaries
and turn to violence themsalves and thereby gart the revolution.
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(Compresson)

(“ The government triesto temporise but eventualy finds this development dangerous and atemptsto
cdamp down on it. This phase can be described asthe aompresan of what istill areformig rather than a
revolutionary movement.”)

(Explosion)

(“Asthis atempt either comestoo late or isnot carried through resolutely enough (either because of alack
of resources or alack of fighting spirit, or both), but hasimmediate effects tha are highly irritating, the
compression isanswered by aviolent outburg; this, an eqdam, isthe sarting point of the revolution
proper.”)

4. Huctuation (Oscilletion)

The launch will activate different societd groupsthat al have their own revolutionary plans. The

revolutionary dass consgsof avariety of groups. It does not only cons g out of people from the working
dass, but dso for ingance of merchants, artisans, peasants, lawyers and teachers These internd differences
make the revolutionaries an ungable codition tha will ultimately comeinto conflict with each other
(Wadzer, 1998). Also the plansfor the future or the reason for revolution may differ between the
revolutionary groups and thiswill dso contribute to the infighting that will eventudly take place a a
certain point in the revolutionary process (Kreici, 1994). However, during the fluctuation-phase fighting
will not take place yet. The different revolutionary groups reved their plans and become each other’srivas
in their gruggle for power. During this phase the power tendsto fluctuate between the different groups.

5. Interception

The struggle for power anong the revolutionariesis decided in this phase. In this phase armed conflict
between revolutionary groupsis not impossble. The largest or superiorly armed group will succeed in
taking over the power.

6. Consolidation (Tightening)

The group that isin power triesto gay in tha postion by consolidating its power through the making of a
“revolutionary dictatorship” (Kreici, 1994, p. 40). At this point they have to fight both the counter-
revolutionaries (the former regime) and the other revolutionary groups. Hementswith more radicd plans

than the leading revolutionaries are eliminated in this phase.

(Expanson)

(* A contingent foreign intervention is a chalenge tha tends to be answered by terror againg the potentid
supporters of the intervention, and eventudly, by a counter-atack, which often issues and eqardan of the
revolutionary rule into some neighbouring countries.”)

7. Reversd

A large part of the population seestheir revolutionary plans not implemented. This mutud disappointment
among the opponents of the revolutionary dictatorship makes collaboration possble. Bven cooperation
with counter-revolutionariesis possble. This phase of the revolutionary process could be consdered agep
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back, asthe pog-revolutionary government is either replaced by the pre-revolutionary regime or some of
itselements.
(Regtoraion compromise)

(“ At that point the revolutionary process takes a different course. Where there was aforma regoration,
thereisaprolonged period of uneasy compromise between the revolutionary right and supporters of the
adat regne”)

(Restoration pressure)

(“Gradudly the andet regmeattemptsto tilt the baance more and more to their sde. This pressure upsets
the exiging dliances. The revolutionary right refrainsfrom giving further support to the counter-
revolutionaries and eventudly makes an dliance with the other remaining groups which, in one way or
another, supported the revolution.”)

8. Congolidation overthrow

Because the origind reasonsthat lead to revolution dill exig and the adet regrreis actudly ill in place
after dl, the remaning revolutionary groupstogether gage afina coup againg the regime. Thisiscdled
the “ consolidation overthrow” or “gloriousrevolution” (Krega, 1994, p. 41).

1.2.  Uprisng

Although the terms*insurrection”, “rebdlion”, “revolt”, “gruggle” and “uprisng” are often used as
synonymsfor “revolution”, it is of notable importance to make adear differentiation between those terms
in order to compare them to each other. Revolution should be seen as adifferent processthen uprisng etc.,
dthough there isagrong connection between those concepts. “ Insurrection”, “rebellion”, *revolt”,
“gruggle’ and “uprisng” could be used as synonymsfor each other, but to prevent confusion the term
“upriang” will be consequently used in this paper.

A revolutionary processthat isended in an early phase (probably in one of the firg four phases) and
because of that untimely termination does not reach itsgodswill be referred to asan uprisng. This
abortion of the process could have severd causes, for ingance agmaler revolutionary group, astronger
government or aquick response of the government on growing unrest. In fact an uprising is nothing more
than an uncompleted revolutionary process. “ A failed atempt a revolution”, asKregci cdlsit (1994). In
thisrespect an uprising could be seen as being more of an event, rather than aprocess.

1.3. Revolutionary wave

The Arab Soring is often referred to asa* revolutionary wave' . When the term is searched for with Google
more than 17.5 million hits come up and the artides on the first few pages are dl about the recent events
in the MBENA-region. Moreover, the use of theword “wave’ to describe certain eventsisnot anew
phenomenon. Huntington (1991, in Geddes 1999) described three “ waves of democratization”
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throughout higory. The name suck. me researchersdam that the Arab Joring isthe fourth wave of
democraization; others say it isacontinuation of the third wave.

The revolutionary year that sruck Europein 1848 isd <o often cdled arevolutionary wave, because dso in
that case it seemed asif one revolution gparked the other and governmentsin different countrieswere
forced to resign.

The use of the metaphor “wave’ impliesthat one particular phenomenon spread across dl the countries
involved. Of coursethisis partidly true as anti-government protests occurred in many countries and the
same techniques of mobilization and sometimes even the same symbols were used (Gelvin, 2012).
However, this generdization ignoresthe fact that each uprising or revolution had its own particular causes,
godsand ways of protesing. Smilarities can eadly be found and thereforeit iseasy to seethe
phenomenon asa“wave’ that “engulfs’ an entireregion, but differences between the eventsin different
countries dso exigt and should not be ignored.

1.4.  Geography and revolutions

Earlier research suggedstha every revolutionary process has certain geographicd, socio-higoricd and
culturd causes (Cdvert, 1970 in Krejd, 1994). Thisthessisan atempt to find out what those particular
caussswere in the case of Syria In order to do so, thelogicd firgt gep isto look a the geographicd aspects
of the causes of revolutionary processesin generd, before we move towards amore specific and thorough
anadysd s of the geography behind the Syrian uprising in the third chapter. Sme of the following
geographicd factorsthat are believed to have some kind of causd link to revolutionary processes are found
in literature regarding a specific revolution in higory. Othersare found in literature that looks towards
“revolution” from amore theoretica point of view. From thisliterature review the three most important
geographicd factors have been derived. The firg and mogt important factor isthe combination of
demography, urbanisation and economy, seen as an individable trinity of factorsthat mutudly influence
each other. The other factorstha will be used in the anadyss of the Syrian revolutionary process are food
shortage and culture. At the end of this paragraph amode is congructed out of these factors. The Syrian
revolutionary process will be reviewed on the bass of thismode in the next chapter.

1.4.1. Geography and revolutions— Demography, Urbanisation and Economy

In the higoricd anayss of the 1848 Revolutionsin Eirope (Jnes, 1981) quite some emphasisis put on
the demographica factorsthat were believed to have lead to the revolutionsin different European
countries. The mogt important of these demographic underlying causes are the large percentage of the
population living in an urban environment, rgpid further urbanisation and the compostion of the urban
population. Thisfocuson urban agpects of revolution isfully in line with wha Henri Lefebvre referred to
asthe “urban revolution” or “réduianubeine According to the French urbanigt the city as an entity holds
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revolution as an intrindc fegture. Revolution istherefore inextricably connected to “the city” (Lefebvre,
1996). These agpectswill be further eaborated on under “ Urbanisation”.

The second mogt important factor that Jones mentionsin hisbook (1981) isthe divison of labour
and the overdl economic postion of the population, which could both be linked to “urbanisation” .
Around 1848 the rise of the middle dass and the relative deprivaion tha this class encountered was a
factor that fed the need people fdt for achange and wha eventualy made them face the government. A
comparable stuation can be seen in the MENA-region in the years prior to the Arab Soring. Thisand other
agpects of the economicd side of demography will be further discussed under “ Economy” .

1.4.2. Geography and revolutions— Urbanisation

According to Lefebvre the “ urban society” isthe end phase of adeveloping society, which dl societies
should drive for asdl people hold a*“right to the city”. That meansthe right to make use of “the city” to
fulfil ones need for quditative growth of hispersond life, by “ enabling the full and complete usage of
these moments and places’ (Lefebvre, 1991, p. 179). To acertain degree thisisan utopian situation where
the socid needs of people are to the utmost supported by the economica and politica sphere.

In many casesthere is anotable discrepancy between wha the citizens of asociety grivefor (to
make use of their right to the city) and the support of their pursuit by the government, the politicd sphere.
In order to reach the phase of “urban society” the help of the government is necessry, becauseitis
consdered essentid that the spatid planning of society is* oriented towards socid needs’ (Lefebvre, 1991,
178). When the road to the “ urban society” isblocked by an unwilling government the only way to reach
it isby revolution, or asLefebvre putsit (1991, p. 179): “Only the taking in charge by the working dass of
planning and its political agendacan profoundly modify socid life and open another era..” In order to
create asociety tha gives people the right to the city the collective isforced to make use of itsfuture right
to begin with, astha isthe only way to dter society. Because urban- and societa reform in themselves
hold arevolutionary core, the ever developing society and therefore society itsdlf isintringcaly
revolutionary.

Building up to the 1848 Revolutionsthere was alarge wave of urbanisation to the larger European cities
Bventudly the cities became “ the sage of revolution”, as people left the rurd areasto enmesecometo the
city. Thisgroup consgsted mainly of young men from the working dass. The working dass life was noted
for itsbrutdity at that time and the large group of young men wasan ided “revolutionary amy” (Jones,
1981).This supports Lefebvres theory tha arevolution needs the city to take place and the city itself isdso
partly causng that same revolution. According to various sources the same process, or a least aquite
smilar process, lead to the outbresk of revolutionsthroughout the MENA-region.

A city asthe motor or catdyser behind arevolutionary process could be measured on different scaes, on
both micro- and macro level. When we look & the urban aspects of arevolution on the micro level this
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meanswe look a the actud revolutionary eventstaking place in the city sreets and on the squares. The city
functions asthe “ playground” wherein the revolution takes place. The urban aspects of revolution on
macro level are based on the city as an entity, aphenomenon that in itsdf holdsthe preconditions for
revolution. Lefebvre (1970, in Boudreau, 2007) calsthis*“the urban society”, the network of socid,
politica and economic relaionsthat make the city. These two interpretations of the concept “ city” fit in
the geographicd diginction between gaeand dae We can caegorize the city asthe playground of
revolution as gae the “ objective’ collection of buildings, Sreetsand squares When we look a the city as
an urban society with al itsinterconnected aspects (and the subjective meanings they hold towardsthe
citizens), that are rooted in that specific part of geoe(Agnew, 2011), it should bereferred to asdaxe It is
“the terrain where basic sodd practices— consumption enjoyment, tradition, saf- identification, soliderity,
socid support and socid reproduction, etc. - are lived out. Asamoment of gece where everyday lifeis
Stuated” (Merrifield, 1993).

1.4.3. Geography and revolutions— Economy

A modern urban society isanetwork wherein socid, politicd and economicd aspects congantly interact
with each other and thus dl three of these eements determine the lives of citizensto somelevel. In a
globdising world with the market economy asthe norm “the economy” plays an increasngly important
scietd role. Epecidly when the economy isweak the negative effectsit hason society can be decisve.
This can for ingance be seen in Europe the padt five years. A worldwide poor economica Stuation
definitely hasits effect on countriesin the MENA-region (Mirkin, 2013). The negative effects produced in
the economica sphere will have their outcomesin the socid, urban and politicd sphere aswell. Therefore
it isof great importance that we dso consder “the economy” asamomentous factor and insert it into the
andyss.

1.4.4. Geography and revolutions— Food shortage

It isarguable that thisfactor should be consdered asapart of the demographicd, urban or economica
factor, asit definitely has economica and urban consequences. In thisresearch however food shortegeis
seen as an externd factor tha influenced the geographicd trinity (demography, urbanisation and
economy). Therefore the choice is made to implement the factor food shortage as a separate factor that
influenced the geographicd trinity.

An often mentioned cause for the Revolutionary Year isthe food shortage that hit Eiuropein 1848
and the years before. Because potato crops had been desroyed by a disease and potatoes were the most
important source of cadorie intake for Europeans a that time, ELrope encountered a serious food shortage
(Jnes, 1981). Thiseventudly led to an increase in urbanisation, as people escaped the poor countrysidein
apurauit for abetter lifein the city, which as can be seen above dso increased the chance of a
revolutionary process to bresk out.
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1.4.5. Geography and revolutions— Culture

Gdvin (2012) stated that the shared culture and higory in the MBENA-region dso was afactor tha in some
way contributed to the unfolding of the Arab Soring. The higtory of theregion that, epecidly in the lagt
decades, isfilled with revolutions, violence, war, oppresson and foreign intervention hasin away formed
the people. According to Gelvin (2012) the fact that many people in the MENA-region are more or less
accusomed to violence, isakey element for the development of the revolutionary wave in the region.

1.4.6. Geography and revolutions - Focus

As can be seen dl of these geographicd causes cannot be seen gpart from each other. They form the “web
of causes’ that was mentioned earlier. Thisinterconnected geographicd factors form the foundation on
which arevolutionary processisbuilt, the ground from which it arises
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Figure 2 — Geographical factors of the Syrian revolutionary process

One st of factors seemsto hold the mogt importance and could be consdered essentid for arevolution to
unfold itself. These factors are the triangle of urbanisation, demography and economy. These factors are
intertwined with each other and externdly influenced by both “ culture’” and the accidentd factor “food
shortage” aswe will seein figure 2 and will learn in the next chapter.

The “ stages of revolution”, cities were the places where the actud revolutions, the fighting and
dying, took place. In order to undergand arevolution it is essentid to undergand their goatia context, in
other wordsto understand the role of the entity “city” in the revolutionary process. As can beread in the
paragraphs about demography, economy and urbanisation these three factors are srongly connected. For
that reason we see these three agpects as one indivisble trinity.
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Chapter Two - The Syrian revolutionary process

In this chapter the recent revolutionary processin Syriawill be lad out. Thisisdone so we can andyze it
and determineits geographicd agpectsin the next chapter. In order to structure this chapter and to describe
the processin the dearest possble way it will be divided into the different phases of arevolutionary
process as shown on pages 13-15. The eventstha took placein Syriain each of these phaseswill then be
described. Because some phases overlap, the description of the revolutionary process will not be entirely

chronologicd.
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2.1. Foundation

A combination of politica, economicd and demographicd factors paved the road for arevolutionary
processin Syria The Syrian people have lived under the authoritarian Assad regime for more than forty
years and have not been able to speak themsalves out againg it (Manfreda, n.d.). Although the Ba ah party
originated out of idess of anti-imperiaism and socid reform and was popular anong the people of Syriain
the 1950'sand 1960’'s it now only holdsthe same name asthe origind party. The idedstha formed Bd ah
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fifty years ago are vanished and it isnow merely afacade asit isnothing more than adictatoriad regime.
Presdent Assad usesthe legacy of hisfather to legitimize his authoritarian regime. The reault of fifty years
of Baahiam isavery uneven divison in the Syrian economy. Gronyiam and corruption more and more
caused dissatisfaction under the populaion and thus contributed to the fedlings of injustice.

The poor economic Stuation of Syriaisonly made worse by the huge growth of the Syrian population in
the lagt decades The annud growth rate in Syriaisamog twice asfad asthe average world rate (2.8%vs
1.5%) (Mirkin, 2013, p. 12). The Arab World asawhole isnow deding with agrowing “class’ of the
youth because of this population boom. “ Ahigay d hichfetility intheArebregan, Sx dhildren pgr waren duringthe
1980s hespradbiszlayauth hugeage 15 to24 yexrs' (Mirkin, 2013, p. 7). The enormous youth unemployment
(three times as high asthe totd unemployment) isthe result of (inter)nationa economica problemsand a
surplus of young people on the labour market. The entire region is afected by the globa economic criss
Economic problemsin other parts of the world affect the export of products from the MENA-region. Asa
result of apoor economicd Stuation and ahuge amount of young citizens Smply too few jobs exig to
provide dl people aged 15-24 with ajob. About athird of the Arab youth cannot find ajob; thereisno red
difference between high- and low educated younggers. The poor economic gate of theregion isavery
important underlying factor of the regiona unres. It isaso believed that if the Stuation does not get better
(which isalikely dtuation), this“ generation in waiting” (Mirkin, 2013, p. 25) will continueto play a
destabilizing role for the coming years.

The reldive deprivation felt by young people as aresult of tha Stuation cannot be seen apart from the
unreg that engulfed the region. The unemployment led to dissatisfaction with the entire situation among
the youth. Thisresulted in alarge migration stream to the larger cities such as Damascus, Aleppo and
Homs. Rurd-urban migration isacommon spaid progressin the MBENA-region, or as Mirkin put it:

“ May awurtriesin theArab Rgan areeqiedrnglagepqoidion moaratsfranrud touben aress asyoug menardwarn
leaetalasagiaitud erdomet insardh d “lrigt dty ligts' and syppsady norerdiddeand bdter peid urben jds”
(Mirkin, 2013, p. 16)

Mainly because of this process, urbanization levels have grown over the pagt years. In Syriafor ingance, the
urban populaion grew from 4,1 million in 1980 to 11,3 million in 2010, while the totd population
“only” doubled from 8,9 million to 20,4 million (Mirkin, 2013, pp. 12 and 16). Higtory showsthat the
specific category of the Syrian population that took part in the migration process (young people and
particularly young men) arethe ided “revolutionary amy”. In combination with the dready mentioned
high unemployment these expanding cities did become a sort of time bombsthat had to “ go off” & some
point. Aslarge concentrations of poor and unsatisfied people lived together in the ditiesthe provison of
housing became inaufficient, unrest grew and it was easier for this concentrated group to act together than
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it wasfor peopleliving in rurd areas. Bventudly those urban citizens did act together in many cities
throughout the MBENA-region and thisresulted in the Arab Soring.

Another, to some extent coincidentd, factor tha contributed to both the increasing urbanisation and
negative fedingstowardsthe regime isthe perssent drought that forced people to move from rurd to
urban areas Millions of people have been affected by the drought that caused crop failures and water
shortages among other problems over the lagt five years. Droughts caused poor whegt harvests and inflating
bread prices (Sernberg, 2012). Thisled to anger and unrest anong civilians. During the Revolutionary
Year discussed earlier, food shortages proved to be of great influence towards the outbreak of the various
BEuropean revolutions It isbeieved that dso in thismodern time something astrite asfood shortage can
dill (indirectly) lead to revolution.

All of these factors can be found in multiple countries throughout the region. The disstisfaction of the
people was not unique for Syrig; in fact there was an overdl sense of disstifaction with the government in
mog parts of the Middle East and Northern Africa. These negetive fedlings came together a one moment
when afrugraed young man set himsdlf on fire on December 17 in Sdi Bouzid in Tunesa Tha marked
the eruption of dready Smmering dissatisaction about the government and protest broke out throughout
the whole country. Thiswas noticed in other countriesin the MENA-region and protests followed quickly
in Jrdan, Oman, Yemen and Egypt. The revolutionary wave hit Syriaafew months after it dl began in
Tunesa

2.2. Ingitutionadisation

When the politicad position of Bashar d-Assad seemed to weaken for abrief moment in 2005, after he had
to retreat the Syrian army from Lebanon because of the great amount of diplomeatic pressure from the
internationad community, the dlent oppostion groups of Syriacame together in Damascusto unify
themsalvesinto abroad codition of opposition. Hve groupswith different backgrounds formed the
Damascus Declaration. Those organizetions were the Democratic Nationd Rally in Syria, Kurdish
Democrdic Alliance in Syrig, the Committeesfor the Reviva of Gvil Sciety, the Kurdish Democratic Front
in Syriaand Al Mugtekbd (Future) Party. The new codition caled for the establishment of ademocratic
Syrian regime and emphasized the equality of al components of the Syrian people and freedom for their
vaious“religious nationa and socid filiations’ (Syrian Observer, 2012). The Damascus Dedlaraion
itself endswith thecdl “... to work to end the sage of despotiam. We declare our readinessto offer the
necessy sacrificesfor that purpose, and to do dl what is necessary to enable the process of democratic
changeto take off, and to build amodern Syria, afree homeand for dl of itscitizens safeguard the
freedom of its people, and protect nationd independence” (Damascus Declaration, 2005). Thiscdl might
have been the seed, planted in 2005 that grew into the anti-regime protestslessthan sx yearslater.
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When the number of protessin Syriaincreased, it quickly became dear that the popular uprisng was not
to have afuture unlessthe oppostion, which was goread dl over Syria, organized itsdf. The firg
indgitutionsthat emerged out of the uprising were the Locd Coordination Committees. Those were mostly
decentrdized organizationsthat soread their messages through the Internet and saged huge protessvia
socid networks There was some sort of centra committee that held control over the different committees.
The quick emersion of the LCC swas enabled by their basis of networks of friends, families and colleagues
and their thoughts of dissdence they shared for many years (Shadid, 2011). Especidly during the early
gsages of the Syrian revolutionary processthe LCC sformed an important factor, “the organizationd
backbone’, which helped spreading the revolutionary ideas throughout the whole of Syria (Lavender,
2012).

Although the importance of the LOC s cannot be denied it mainly operates as some sort of underground
movement. The oppostion partiesin Syrianeeded acodition in the tradition of the Damascus Dedaraion,
which had been saverely weskened by the government since 2005. In Ssptember 2011 the Syrian Nationd
Council was formed as the future governance dternative to the Assad regime and the officid codlition of
the various opposition groupsthat dready exiged before or were crested during the uprising in Syria The
opposition codition wasformed out of the Damascus Declaration, the Syrian Mudim Brotherhood,
members of Locd Coordination Committees and smaler nationdigt or ethnic based (Assyrian and Kurdish)
groups (Lavender, 2012). Thisofficid politicd oppodtion began to fal gpart from the day it was crested. It
contained such avariety of ideologies and ideasfor the Syrian future tha alarge disunity actualy wasthe
only logica outcome from the gart. The SNC exigsfor alarge part of Sunni Mudim parties and
cooperaion with Chridian, Alawite and the important opposition forces of the Kurds proved to be difficult
(Lavender, 2012).

The SNCdid not result in the unified dliance of oppostion groupsthat was foreseen. The conflict
in Syriaevolved in acdivil war and the opposition would certainly not succeed in defeating the regime when
not unified. The various opposition groups again tried to form asolid codition. In November 2012 the
Nationd Codition for Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition Forces (NC3ROF) was formed in Doha, Qatar.
The NCwasintegrated into the new organization. In order to create amore stable codition the leader of
the organization, Sheikh Ahmad Moaz d-Khatib, isaformer Imam who has been active in the oppostion
sgnce 2011 and has no tiesto politicd or religious groups. The neutra postion of the presdent of the
Nationd Codition should ensure a sable cooperation between the different ethnic, religious and
ideologicd groups (Al Arabiya, 2012). At the moment of writing the NCROF is «ill the most important
collection of oppostion groupsin Syria

At acertain point the violence imposad on the protestersrose to such aleve that the opposition had to
supersede their mass protests for amed violence, aswe will read in the next paragraph. This phasein the
revolutionary process asked for different ingitutions, military insgead of merely political. Due to the
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increasngly horrifying nature of their orders soldiers of the Syrian Army deserted and formed an organized
armed branch of the revolutionaries under the command of the deserted Colondl Ryad d Aszed, the Free
Syrian Army. Asmany other parts of the oppostion the FSA ishighly decentrdized. It congsts of more than
ahundred semi-autonomous battalions which each organise their own guerrillastyle atacks on the Syrian
army. According to the CIA World Fact Book “there are dso hundreds of locd groupstha organize protests
and gage amed attacks’ (2013). Sme of these locd groups are loosdly ffiliated with the FSA. They
sometimesfight under the flag of the FSA and sometimes under their own. Other groups fight Assad drictly
for their own god. Mogt of these particular groups are the so-cdled Idamigt brigades, who fight for their
religious bdiefs and to spread their radicd ideologies (Lavender, 2012). In order to dign the different
operaions and to prevent counterproductive actions among the various batadions the FSA hasahigh
command based in Turkey (Lavender, 2012). There will be further eldboraed on the FSA in the next
paragraph. Asthe formation of the FSA obvioudy took place during the “launch” phase of the
revolutionary processit might seem somewhat odd to put it in the “inditutionaisation” section. However,
the way in which it was created can be seen asapart of the ingitutiondisation phase that continued into
the launch phase. This example darifiesthe fact that arevolutionary processis acontinuous process and
that the various phases contain some overlap.

2.3. Launch

On the 18" of March 2011 agroup of young people was arrested and put in jail by Syrian police after spray
painting the “ Arab Soring-mantra’ (Ash-shab yurtd isg& an-nizam/ the people want the regime to fdl) on
awdl (Wilkinson & Thompson, 2012). This anti-government chant was frequently heard during earlier
protestsin Tunis Egypt, Bahrain, Yemen and Libya

The event followed earlier andler and peaceful protestsin the Syrian capitd of Damascusin the
wake of the Arab Soring (Williams, 2011). Syriahad been ruled with an iron fig by the Baah party for
decades and the upheavasin other parts of the MENA-region made the Syrian people redize that they
might be able to change this (Gnhosh, 2011). Saverd demondrations erupted in Damascus and other cities
throughout the country as people cdled for politica reforms. The arrest of the young citizensof Dard a,
caused other residents of the town, which islocated south of Damascus, to sand up againg their regime. At
the third day of protest thisloca uprising turned violent and a saue of the former Syrian presdent was
destroyed and severd officid buildings were atacked and sat on fire. Asaresult the army came down hard
on the protest and severd proteserswere shot and killed (Abouzeid, 2011). In order to sop the protesers
from communicating with each other and with the outsde world the mobile phone connections were cut.
The arrest of the group of teenswasthe spark that “ set fire to the Syrian revolution”, from that point on the
chain of events proved to be ungoppable. Theinitid uprisng in Dardain itsturn caused anti-government
protest throughout the whole of Syria What made this protest different from earlier protesswasthe
reaction of security forces. In the weeks before this particular protest only less-lethd wegpons such as
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gicks, teargas and water cannonswere used againg the protesting crowds. In this case the government
decided to make use of firearmsin order to break the resstance. This sudden aggravetion of violence made
the reform minded peoplein Syriaonly more determined that the authoritarian government had to leave.
Theincrease of violence used by security forces dso contributed to an escdation of the degree of violence
of the protests, because from this moment on there have been an increasing number of reports of amed
protesterstha answered the amy’s gunfire (Kahn, 2011).

Each Friday the Syrian people were cdled to take part in mass protedts after the Friday prayers However the
government had dready shown that they were willing to use lethd force, tens of thousands of protesers
went out on the streets on the 25" of March, the 1%, the 8", the 15th and eventualy on the 22™ of April.
This became the bloodiest day in the now five-week-old Syrian uprisng so far asmore than ahundred
people were killed by security forcesthat day while protesting in Azra, Dara @, Douma, Homs, the capitd
city of Damascus and many more towns and atiesin Syria(Shadid, 2011).

On April the 25" and the days that followed the violence dimaxed when the government decided to cut the
water, power, and phone linesto Daraaand to send in tanks, helicopters, afew hundred to afew thousand
soldiers (according to which source isused) and rooftop snipersin order to bresk the revolutionary spirit
in the cradle of the uprisng (Shadid, 2011). Again the reaction of the government was more violent and
lethd then it was before. Thiswasthefirg time that asmoured vehicles and heavy wegponswere used to
end locd rebellions. During this operaion the firs messages reached the outsde world about military
commanders who refused to carry out thiskind of operaions and the defection of areasonable number of
soldiers of the Syrian army. From this point on the military was not longer used just to prevent or quell
popular protegts, ingead the army was deployed to besege entire towns and cities.

Assad perdgted in the use of heavy military equipment in his atemptsto sop the ongoing
revolutionary process and in early May tanks were send into Homs which isthe third largest city of Syria
and the andler towns of Baniyas and Sagba. Later tha month Al-Ragtan and Tabiseh were bes eged.
Despite the increased crackdown and the enormous presence of police- and army forcesin al mgor cities
in Syrig, the protests only grew larger and stronger (Daragehi, 2011). Thisisaso indicated by the fact that
large protests dso broke out in Syrias largest city, Aleppo, at the end of May asareaction on the brutd
actionswhich were carried out by the army over the lag month.

During June the repression of the protestsonly grew further as people were reportedly killed by helicopter
gunships, tanks artillery and shot on sight by Syrian soldiers. Violent events took place in Hama, Ragtan,
Jg d-Shugur, Aleppo, Damascus and other cities. Not only the violence againg the protestersincressed,
the protesters themselves dso more often turned to violent measures as areaction on the military actions.
In g d-Shugur 120 security forceswere killed in an ambush carried out by “unknown gunmen”, whom
could be armed protesers or defected soldiers (Muir, 2011).
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The 17" of ine was caled the “ Friday of Sieh d-Ali" after the commander of the Syrian rebellion againgt
the French Mandate in the 1920's It wasthe largest day of protegting as tens of thousands of people
protested in Dard a, Deir d-Zor, Homs, Hamaand other cities. A week later on Friday the 24" the largest
protest so far occurred in Hamawhen 200,000 people went out to demongrate agang the regime. From
thispoint on the revolutionary spirit seemed like it could only grow larger. A week later mass protests
broke out in the thusfar relaively peaceful Aleppo and the protest in Hamagrew to an astonishing
500,000.

During the month of July the violence increased even further and every violent day was retdiated
with even larger protests by the oppostion. The amy’s brutdities seemed to take on even harsher forms
when Syrian tanks opened fire on densaly populaed parts of the city of Homsand killed at least forty citizens
(Al Bzeera, 2011). No longer were the military operations of tecticd nature, the regime gpparently decided to
reign down terror on itsnationds. However, the will of the people had proven to be too srong to bresk, not
even by force. The government proved to be incgpable of terminaing the revolutionary processthat
unfolded itself. Asthe regime was becoming more and more uncertain of their future, desperate measures
are being taken in order to end the revolutionary process. Military commanders for insance have more
than once ordered their soldiersto shoot (unarmed) civilians on sght (Human Rights Wetch, 2011).

Severd military commanders and areasonable number of soldiers defected from the Syrian amy as
they disagreed with the increasing amount of violence inflicted to the protesters. On the 29" of Luly a
group of severd hundreds of these defectors dedared themsalvesto be the Free Syrian Army and a this
point an organized military oppostion againg Assad was born. A month later an organized politica
oppodtion, the Syrian Nationd Council, wasformed out of alarge number of amdler oppodtion cels
They want to “ unite its[the oppostion] effortsin creating an dl-inclusive representative body for the
naion. The god of thisbody isto support the Syrian people's Revolution and their sruggle for freedom,
dignity, and democracy” (Syrian Naiona Council, n.d.). The organization conggs of reform minded
democras, Mudim organizations and Kurds (BBC News, 2011).

In the remaining months of 2011 Assad’sregime continued to react violently on every protest rased
againg it. However, asthe months passed by the oppostion’s military branch, the Free Syrian Army, grew
larger. At lag the opposition was able to answer on the violent acts committed by the Syrian military
(Isscharoff & Harel, 2011). Between August and December there have been reports of ambusheson
military convoys, assassinations of military commanders, the conquering of certain city digricts and attacks
on military srongholds carried out by the FSA. They used urban guerillatactics and put their minima
meansto full use. FSA soldiersweretrained in thistype of warfare by Croatian, Serbian and Kosovar
mercenaries (Tomas, 2012) and possibly others aswell. Asthe conflict prolonged the foreign interference
increased. During this stage of the revolutionary processthe city of Homs became the center of the
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oppodtion and asareault of that formed the sage for dally dashes between the FSA and security forces
loyd to Assad.

The tendency firg shifted from popular protessin citiesaround Syriato the Sege of those citiesand & this
point shiftsto aform of urban warfare. Although the FSA achieves smal successes, the regime provesto be
reslient and victory is gill adot on the horizon. Protesters have been killed by the thousands over the lagt
months and the military sill controls mog of the countriescities.

Also in the firg x months of 2012 there seemsto be adecrease in peaceful mass protests and an increase
in armed rebellion againg the regime. The FSA relieson guerillawarfare and hit-and-run tactics and thus
succeedsin smdl victoriesthat are often quickly undone by the superiorly equipped Syrian Army. When
the FSA for ingtance took over an Air Force missile base, the army was able to take it back before the heavy
weapons the FSA was after could be stolen. That isbasicdly how the uprisng evolves. The opposition
seemsto hold out and they surely harm the regime to acertain degree, but the generd assumption isthat
they just do not achieve large enough victoriesto make ared difference. With the golen, homemade or
black market bought weaponsthat they possessthey are not able to do something againg the Airforce and
heavy armor that Assad uses againg the uprisng. Assad keeps usng armored vehicdles and large amounts of
soldiersto keep control of Syrian dities In January 2012 hundreds of people had been killed in citiesas
Damascus, Homs and Hamawhen the Syrian army beseged (parts of) these cities and fought the FA in
what witnesses cdled “ urban warfare” (Oweis & Karouny, 2012).

In an attempt to end the revolutionary process the government increased the violence in the tactics
they used. In February there was the Homs massacre, where 400 people were killed when the army
launched an artillery bombardment on the city. Also the massacresin Houlaand Al-Qubair show tha the
regimeistaking desperate measuresto say in power. In those two cities hundreds of people (morethe
largest part women and children) were executed on the sreets and in their houses by militiasloyd to Assad
(Nebehay, 2012).

Thisviolent goproach possibly makesthings only worse. Protesers do not longer cdl for aregime change
in apeaceful way and dogans about peace are making place for the cdl for “arevolt with bullets and
Kadashnikovs® (Al Jazeera, 2012). During uly the fighting between the FSA and government troops
intengfied further and heavy batleswere fought in the two mgor cities of Syria, Damascus and Aleppo. On
the 18" of July anumber of high placed government officidswere killed in asuicide atack on a
government building (Al Jrzeera, 2012). This event showed that asthe fighting prolonged, the rebelswere
taking more deperate measures. However, not only the rebelshad to rely more on unusud tactics,
government forces dso changed their tactics during this phase of the conflict. During the continuation of
the conflict the rebelsimproved their organization and acquired heavier and more sophidticated wesgponry.
The answer of the regime was an increase in their use of fighter jets and gunships These heavy wegpons
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were origindly designed for usein amgor conflict with aforeign enemy (Isragl) and the sheer fact tha the
Syrian regime utilizesthis part of itsarsend againg its own people meansthe regime islosng absolute
control on the revolution (Chivers, 2012).

Aleppo has seen dmog ayear of heavy fighting and a the moment of writing the FSA isin control of mogt
partsof the city. All routesin- and out of the city are controlled by rebel fighters and according to expertsit
will be only améatter of time before dl government forces are either captured, killed or retregted from the
cty (NDTV, 2013).

The battle for Damascus was of shorter duration and its outcome wasin favor of the government.
Between July and Sgptember 2012 heavy fighting took place in the capitd, but as the fighting prolonged
the Syrian army was able to force the rebels out of mog parts of the city. The large military presencein
Damascus, dong with the use of heavy wegpons such astanks, atack helicopters, fighter jetsand artillery
conduded in avictory for the Syrian army. A rebel interviewed by aWestern news agency sad: “Hghter
jetsto us are now as common asbirdsin the sky”, pointing at the excessve use of heavy wegponry by the
government. After the recapture of the capitd city the rebels gated tha they would now fal back on
guerillatactics and hit-and-run operations againg security forces (USA Today, 2012). Although the aity is
recaptured by the government, firefights, heavy shelling and argrikes ill take place in the suburbs
resulting in dozens of deaths dally.

In thefirg five months of 2013 the uprisng againg the Syrian regime has entered itsthird year. Snceits
beginning more than 80,000 people have been killed, more than amillion people fled to neighbouring
countries and around four million people are interndly digplaced (United Nations, 2013). These numbers
are believed to keep increasing in the coming months. The fighting between rebels and the Syrian army and
the “ collaterd damage’ wherein these battles reault make up the largest part of the deeth toll. Severd dozen
to afew hundred people, mainly civilians, die every day asareault of the inaccurae tacticsthe Syrian amy
now uses againg rebd fighters Rumors about the use of chemicd wegpons dso increasingly come to light
since the beginning of thisyear.

A andl number of deaths are the reault of fighting between the various oppostion groups. The numbers
areminuscule if compared to the amount of civilian deaths that the regime isresponsble for and the
number of rebelsand Syrian soldierskilled in action. However, the fact that infighting istaking place
revedsthat the “interception phasg’ has been reached in the Syrian revolutionary process.

2.4, Huctuation

The Syrian opposition can be divided roughly into three groups: democrats, Idamists and ethnic groups
(notably Kurds). Snce the NCIROF has been cregted there seemsto be astruggle for power in the politica
oppostion. A part of the oppostion gill wantsanew and democratic Syria, but the voice of Idamigt groups
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(the Mudim Brotherhood astheir man voice) became sronger over the pas months. There has dso been
an increase in foreign fightersin Syria, who fight for the Idam. The Mudim Brotherhood faced increasing
critician asthe organization congantly tried to increase their power indde the codition (Hassan, 2013).
Their ideas ds0 reach the various brigades of the FSA and there have been reports of commanders chanting
radicd dogans (Ditz, 2013). Asagrowing part of the opposition now seemsto fight for an Idamic gae
while another part fightsfor democracy, future infighting seemsto be an increasing possbility.

Besdesthe different ideas between the secularigs and the Idamigs there is another group that hasa
different view for the future. The Kurds are in power of large parts of the Kurdish regionsthat have dways
been tightly controlled by Assad. The ethnic group has dways wanted more autonomy in their regions and
now see apossbility. When Assad is defeated they want their own piece of Syriaand tha is not the future
that both the secularigt and the Idamist movements have in mind (Lavender, 2012).

Asthe secularigts and the Idamids are the largest opposng parties within the oppostion againg the
Syrian regime itself, these two sdeswill probably become each other’s enemiesin the future. The Kurds
are ardatively smdl group and, dthough they are aforce that mugt be taken into account, the struggle for
power during the revolution will probably take place between the other two groups. However, asthe Kurds
have their own plan with the future of their part of Syriait isadisinct possbility that they will comeinto
conflict with one or both of the other parties after the current regime hasfdlen.

25. Interception

Among the varied groups of revolutionariesit isnot yet decided who isin power. Sndl sreet battles
between rebel groups have commenced, but those were smdl scde and seemed to originate more out of
materid interedsthan red “ grugglesfor power” (Enders, 2013).The sruggle for power hasyet to
commence. Although tensons are certainly rising between groupsthat fight for different outcomes of the
revolution, their common enemy the regime gill bindsthem somewhat together. Assad remainsthe
undefeated enemy of the Syrian people and in that role he creates a certain badance among the
revolutionaries Tensons between radicd Mudimswho fight their Jhad againg Assad and groups who
grive for democracy and afree Syriaare risng (Kouwenhoven, 2013). They however hold amutud goa
and they can Hill be of use to each other. In an interview of the Brown Moses blog with FSA Colonol Aqgidi
the latter gated: “1 have good relations with dl of them [Idamig battdions and | an communicating with
them aslong asthey fight againg the Assad regime.”

From thiswe can conclude tha the revolutionary processin Syriadill findsitsaf in the earlies stages of the
Interception phase and will probably say in that same phase aslong asthe Syriaregimeisnot overthrown.
For tha reason we will drop the lagt three phases of arevolution as described on pages 14 and 15
consolidation, reversd and consolidation overthrow, asthese phases are not yet reached.
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Chapter Three- Analyss

In this chapter we will take the overview of the lagt chapter and look a the geographicad aspects “ hidden
inddeit” once again, combining it with aspects of the concept “ revolutionary process’ asdiscussed in the
theoreticd framework. The previous chapterswill be put together and in the end the revolution in Syrian
shdl be explained from ageographica point of view.

Frsly, the type of revolution will be defined, making use of the definitions presented in the
theoreticd framework. Then the factorsthat caused the revolutionary process will be highlighted, mainly
focussng on the geographica aspects of these factors. Andly, the geography of the course of the
revolution will be discussed in this chapter.

3.1 Definition

In Syriathe revolutionary process originated from the lower parts of society. It was not initiated by parts of
the Syrian diteliving abroad or by the politica, military or economica top in the country. The people of
Syria“smply” sood up againg their regimein order to change things. That automatically makes clear that
we are deding with a“revolution from below” . In the theoreticd framework was put forward that Kregjc
splitsup arevolution from below into two sub forms: the horizonta and verticd revolution, the former
being “secessonig wars’ and the latter being uprisngs of the people againg their own sovereign
government. Looking a Syriait isfarly obviousthat the country isdeding with averticd revolution. In
that senseit isa“ dassicrevolution”, an uprisng of alarge part of society agang itsrulers. The Syrian
revolutionary process should thus be categorized asa* verticd revolution from below” . As put forward
earlier, aposdble outcome of thiskind of revolution iscivil war, when the revolutionaries are (becoming)
equd to the government in terms of socid satus and/ or (military) power podtion. The Syrian revolution
reached that gage in the launch phase. At acertain point unarmed protess decreased, while amed
rebellion againg the government increased. With cities conquered by the rebels and military operations
initiated by the regime to take those cities back, thereisno denid in the fact that Syriaisencountering a
avil war.

The fact that the Syrian revolutionary processis part of the larger revolutionary wave known asthe
Arab Soring does not automaticdly imply that it should dso be consdered a*“ revolution from thedde’. As
the description on page 9 makes dear such arevolution isonly the case when the process of revolution is
deliberatdly trandferred from one country to the other. During the Arab Soring thiswas not the case. Idess,
dogans and methods have spread throughout the region, but this happened because people in various
countries throughout the MENA-region took over what they saw happening around them. Asideas spread
and people saw that their own possbilitieswere larger than they origindly imagined, the concatenation of
revolutionsin the MENA-region took place.
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The core of each revolution isaradicdly different view on the future of society between the people and the
government. This comesforward in dightly different wordsin every book, paper and report regarding the
subject. There are dways reasons why the people and the regime come to have such divergent visons As
explained in the theoretical framework dl revolutions are caused by acausa sructure, aweb of underlying
causes. This chapter will be an atempt to unrave the particular causd web that holds Syriain itscentre. In
order to do s0, some theoreticd views on the revolutionary processwill pass by one more time and the
empirica findingsfrom the last chapter are then connected to the theories. As announced earlier the focus
in this chapter will lay on the geographica factorsthat could be held respongble for the outbresk of a
revolutionary processin Syria Asthisisthe pre-conduding chapter we grive for aclear gructureand in
that way pave theroad for the find concluding chapter. To do o, the theories will be combined with the
“trinity” of geographicd factors (and the externd factors mentioned in the theoreticd framework under

“ Geography and revolutions’) tha influencesthis*“triangle of causes’.

Aswe have seen roughly the same cluster of factors can be held responsble for the unfolding of
each revolutionary process. Of course the direct gimuli are dependent on the context and “ atention should
be pad to the particular socio-higtoricd and culturd context” (Kreici, 1994, p.17) when looking a an
individua uprisng againg the government. However, these contextua influences do not mean that the
various revolutions throughout history originate out of awide variety of causes When we look a theories
about the subject and reviews of insurrectionsin history roughly the same pattern manifestsitself every
time. Therefore, it should not redly strike us asa surprise that this pattern isdso visblein the case of the
Syrian revolutionary process. In the next paragraph the pattern will be shown usng the course of eventsin
Syriaas destribed in the second chapter and the theoreticd views discussed in the theoretica framework.

3.2.  Relativedeprivation and social mobility

The revolutionary process sarted with adogan written on awal in graffiti. This one sentence embodied
the essence of arevolution in generd and of wha was going to be one of the mogt brutd revolutionary
processesin modern higory: “the people want the regimeto fdl”. The direct reason for this public written
atack on the Syrian government is easy imaginable. The Syrian people had aplan for the future of Syriaand
they knew that that vison wasimpossble to redize aslong asthe Assad regimewasin place. Therewas a
discrepancy between the will of the regime and the will of the people. The large anount of digrugt in the
regime has been caused by the hollowing out of the Baath party during the past decades. Although it once
darted asarevolutionary socidis and anti-imperid people's party, it turned into an authoritarian led
repressing regime under Hefiz d-Assad and remained so under the rule of his son Bashar. The Ba athiam of
the padt fifty years caused the daly life in Syriato be suffering from corruption and cronyism. Important
societd podtionswere impossble to reach through the norma route. Only family members, friends and
acquaintances of the Assad were able to obtain high podtionsin business, politicsor the military
(Davidson, 2012).
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The people of Syrialacked the possibility of socid mobility. They were guck in their Stuation without
reasonable expectations of improvement. Without expectations of abetter future asociety wide feding of
hopelessness arose. The experience of ahopeessvison on the future evolved over timeinto the feding that
something hedto change. In the end people are forced to undertake extreme messures, to gand up againgt
the government, when they find themsalvesin ahopeless stuation (Pareto, 1965 in Kreja, 1994).

However, the stuation in Syriadid not dragticdly changein 2011 compared to exrlier years.
Corruption has been widespread in the sysem for many years and mass uprisngs againg the regime have
not taken place earlier, 0 hopelesness done did not cause arevolution. There wasmoreto it. An
important factor that possbly explans the quite sudden rise of revolutionary fedingsliesnot in Syria, it
originated elsawhere. Many countriesin the MBNA-region experienced corrupt governments, wesk
economies and little possibility for verticd socid mobility, but that changed in 2010. The people of
Tunisa, Egypt, Libyaand other gatesin the region successfully expelled the authoritarian regimesthat had
ruled the countries for many years, in some cases even decades. The people of Syriafelt what could be
described asrelative deprivation. Their own Stuation did not worsen, but the Stuation of other people
improved significantly. Asthe stuationsin various neighbouring sates of Syriagot better and the
crcumgancesin Syriagayed the same, the people were relatively worse off. The Syrian people knew that
their dtuation might be hopelesswhile living under the rule of Assad, but saw tha change was possble if
they only followed the way that was presented by the people of other sates We see that the pre-
revolutionary society in Syriafound itsaf in asomewha smilar Stuation asearlier described on page 11:
“... peoplein different dasses have the same rights and possbilities asthey have dways had, [but] the
improvement of their prosperity causesthem to want more. Such fedlings can turn into fedlings of injugtice
and lay the foundation for arevolution.” However, in the Syrian case it was not the own improved
properity tha resulted in relative deprivation, it wasthe improved prosperity of the people of
neighbouring countriestha eventualy resulted in fedings of injustice.

3.3. Culture

A factor that mogt likely has contributed to the spreading of revolutionary fedlings throughout the region is
the shared culture. Asthe Arab Soring unfolded in aregion where the dominant religion isldam and the
community that populates the MBENA-region has a sense of shared history and experiences, it seemslogica
to condder those agpects as posdble explanations for the revolutionary wave (Galvin, 2012). The mogt
griking of these are the common oppostion to American activitiesin the region and the widespread
support for the Pdegtinian cause. Thisfeding of unity might have played arolein the concatenation of
revolutionary processes.

Also the violent higory of the region could have played arole. Asinhabitants of many countriesin
the region were accusomed to oppression and violence, it might have been asmdler sep for them to take
the dreetsthemselves.
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Both these factors could explain the high level of eqrit dearps ahigh mord, which the protestershad and is
gill shown by the outgunned forces of the FSA and other armed rebels who do not give up the fight. The
high mora was an absolute necessity to turn the uprisingsinto revolutions. If the people had been more
reslient to take up ams agang the regime, the revolutionary process would have been aorted early on in
the launch phase. The will of people to take the Sreets and to oppose the police and the amy unarmed is
what turned the Egyptian revolution for example into a success (purely looking at the revolutionary
process). Also in Syriathe mass protests did not fade out after the government had aready proven that they
were willing to use deadly force in order to call the revolutionary processto ahat while it found itsalf ill
in an exly stage.

3.4.  Demographical, Economic and Urban aspects

Asdiscussed in the previous chapter Syriaencountered ahuge growth in the urban population during the
last decades. The Arab region has dways dedt with high fertility rates Back in 1975 the previous leader of
Syria, Hafez d-Assad was under the assumption that "high population growth rate and internd migration”
were regpongble for gimulating "proper soco-economic improvements' (Al-Tamimi & Sradkovsky, 2012,
p. 1). Thesefertility rates seem to have been decreasing over the lagt years but the earlier high naturd
population growth hasresulted in an “dl time high in the numbers of children and young peoplein the
Arab region” (Mirkin, 2013, p. 13). Although the fertility of women in the child bearing agein Syriahas
decreased, the large Sze of this group will probably continue the large growth of the Syrian population for
many yearsto come (Al-Tamimi & Svadkovsky, 2012). A large part of the tota population in Srriawas
under the age of 25. An overdl young population implies automaticaly that alarge proportion of the
population findsitsef in the working dass. When thisgoes hand in hand with alarge supply of jobsit can
cause economic growth, which has been the case in various Asian countries (Mirkin, 2013). However, if a
country houses many jobseekers and there istoo few pad labour to provide them dl with ajob it has
severd negative consequences. In Syriait forced many younggersfrom rurd areasto go search for abetter
lifein the city. The demographicd factor fertility combined with the lack of jobs caused by the poor Syrian
economy induced ahuge growth of the urban populaion in the last decades. That process eventudly led to
the insuperable dash between the people and the regime.

Syriaevolved from arurd society wherein the city had asmadler role asthe centre of decison-
making, towards a society more based on dities. In line with Lefebvres theory anext sep in the process of
turning into an urban society would be for the regime to improve the fadilities and ingitutions and orient
itself towards the socid needs of the people. Gties like Damascus and Aleppo should in time become
centres of urban life wherein the citizens could live sstisfactory lives and develop themsdlves. To achieve
that, the Sate should have focussed the urban planning in away that gimulated people to make use of their
right to the city, “to work, to training and education, to hedth, housng, leisure, to life” (Lefebvre, 1996,
p. 179). In aLefebvrian urban society the socid needs of the people are to the utmost supported by both
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the economica and the politica sphere. Contrary to Lefebvres utopian idess, the Syrian government, as
discussed in the previous paragraph, did not seem to lay itsfocus on the quditative improvement of its
society. Asareault the urban Syrian no longer saw their cities offer them prospects of improving their
livelihoods or modern ways of life. Gtieswere developed during the past years. They had to because of the
congant influx from rurd regions and the natura growth of their populations. This development was
however purely quantitative as the government only focused on more housing, by whipping up new
guarters & the edges of the dities, and the improvement of infragructure when necessary. Slely
guantitetive growth of asociety isnot enough to bring it to ahigher level and in Syriathe quantitative
growth proved to be of an insufficient level to even hold society a the same level. In the Arab Human
Development Report it is gated that there are anumber of chalengesfor the governmentsin the MBENA-
region. BEvery single one of these chalenges can be explained by the process of an evolution into urban
society that takestoo long. The evolutionary phase wherein Syriawas Stuated was gretched out to far, it
was thwart by the government. Mirkin (2013) names unemployment, underemployment and problemsin
job creation. In the same paragraph he satesthat “low labour participation, partid empowerment of
women, environmentd degradation, food and water shortages, rgpid urbanization and the insufficient
provison of housing, education and medicd care’ are complementary problems. The regimeis culpable
for agreat ded of these problems. Ssme problems may not directly be the governmentsfault, but in those
caxestheregimeisat least unable or unwilling to solve them.

Important causes for these problems can be found in the badly functioning Syrian economy. The urban
stuation isdirectly connected to the Syrian demography and the economic stuation, asshown earlier a
number of times. In this paragraph the economic factorswill be laid out.

Two thingsthat have dwaysformed the foundation of the Syrian economy collgpsed in the years
prior to 2011. Those are the production of oil and the agricultura sector. There hasbeen adeclinein the
naiond oil production since 2005. Qil production counted for more than 50% of the government income
in 2005 and decreased to 35%in 2010 (Gobd Elge, 2012).

In the yearsprior to 2011 severe droughts badly damaged the agriculturd sector. The production
of whesat and barley sgnificantly declined which, had its effects on both the income from export and the
supply to the Syrian people. The decrease of the overdl economic Stuation affected the Syrian society asa
whole. The government Smply did not have the money to provide its people with basc products and
services auch as eectricity, water and bread, which had dways been heavily subsdized by the government.
Especidly ashortage of bread and the resulting exploding prices for the most important product for caorie
intake in the MBENA-region were an important factor that contributed to the discontent among the
population (Sernberg, 2012). Asthe government proved to be unable to take care of a seady supply of the
mogt basi¢ products and even bread became hard to come by the unrest rose. Higher prices and shortages
have been caused by climate factorsthat led to adecrease in wheat production in some of the largest wheet
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producersworldwide in 2010. In Russiaand Ukraine extreme hesat had been the cause of reduced harvests
and in Canada and Audrdiathe wheat production was affected in a negative way because of heavy rainfdl
(Sernberg, 2012). Asthe globd wheat production had been diminished with ahigh percentage, the prices
automaticaly increased. Also Syriawas affected by raised whegt prices worldwide, while itsnationd
production had dso been sgnificantly decreased because of periods of extreme drought and heat. The
shortfdl of wheat drove even more peopleto the cities, the rurd-urban migration increased and the cities
got even more crowded. This of course had a self-enforcing effect, because with arisng number of people
in acity the demand for nourishment increases even more.

The overdl stuation for the people of Syriadeteriorated. The Stuation had been far from optimd
because of demographicd factors, tha caused arush to the city. The citiesthemsalveswere not amed at
fulfilling the socid needs of their populations. The urban areas which got more and more crowded with
“dimaterefugees’ (Al-Tamimi & Sradkovsky, 2012, p. 2) asthe years went by became ahotbed for
fedingstha something had to change. These fedings and thoughts got even more widespread when dso a
basic human need, accessto food, was getting harder to come by. The legitimacy of the Ba athist
government, which had ruled the country with an iron fig for decades, was questioned when it could not
longer feed the Syrian population. The externd, environmentd factorsthat caused afood shortage were to
acertain leve coincidentd but they functioned as a catdysator to bring the reformist feelings even closer to
the boiling point.

The people were denied their right to the city. The Assad regime “ blocked the road tha led to an urban
society”. According to Lefebvre the phase of urban society is only feasble when the processtowardsit is
supported by the Sate. In the case of Syriathere wasno governmentd support whatsoever and that meant
the people had only one option left to modify socid life and come doser to the desired urban society:
urban revolution, réduion utere

Because Lefebvre wrote histheoriesin the 1960's and -70’s and saw the world through Marxist glassesthe
revolutionary dassin hisworks consg of the working dass, the proletariat. When we look at the case of
the (uterg revolutionary processin Syriawe see that the particular socio-historical and cultura context
providesthe revolution with adifferent revolutionary “dass’. As bnes (1981) observed in hisreview of
the 1848 revolutions, the anger fdt by the population found itsway out through the younger people. In
Syrialarge numbers of men and women in their twenties and thirtieslived dosdly together in crowded
cities. They formed the “revolutionary amy” that eventudly took mattersinto their own hands. During the
initid phases of protest and ill, during the dreet battles, amgor part of the people findly used their right
to the city and sood up againg the regime. It were especidly men and women under the age of thirty
(Lavender, 2012). It wasthisgroup that began the revolutionary process, it wasthisgroup that had their
reasonsto do 0. They wanted freedom and basic human rights. Syriaencountered ahigh leve of youth
unemployment, as did de entire MBENA region. It isthe region with the highest youth unemployment
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worldwide, peeking in 2012 when dmog athird of the youth in Northern Africaand the Middle East
found itsalf jobless. They found themsalves* dispossessed of the city” (Lefebvre, 1996, p. 179) with no
chancesto make full use of the city to live an urban life. Asthe government was known for its widespread
corruption it wasjust asmall step for the youngest layer of the populétion to lay the blame with the Assad
regime. The people of the MENA-region made a“\isHeadaxdbedamtoddd jug pditics’ (Agathangelou &
Sguk, 2011, p. 552). Asmentioned above, when agroup of adolescents expressed those fedingswith a
writing on awall, that st off the revolutionary processin Syria

The group of protegersinitialy conssed mostly young people, but during the early stages of the
revolutionary process when unarmed mass protests ill was the wegpon of choice other parts of society
quickly joined. Low- and middle income classes quickly joined the protests Ssmewha later doctors,
lawvyers, clerics and other community leaders joined too and took the lead (Lavender, 2012). Thisturned
the revolution into aprocess with awide societd support.

With this description of the dass of revolutionaries the causes for the Syrian revolutionary process has come
full cirde, asshown in figure 5. Demographicd agpects of the Syrian society were for agrea amount
respongble for the poor economica Stuation of the

country. Because of tha particular Stuation many
people moved from the Syrian periphery to the centres, D em Og ra p h y

the cities. The populationsof large citiessuch as

Damascus and Aleppo srongly increased and it wasthis \;

growth of the urban population that eventuadly caused

aréduianukenein Syria The revolution began with a E cono my
griking revolutionary dass. In contrary to the dassc U rba N

Lefebvrian vison it was not the working classthat

sood up againg its government, it wasthe exact

oppos'te. In the S,/rian re/OIUtionay process it wasthe Figure 5 — Causal loop of the onset of the Syrian revolutionary
growing mgority of unemployed youngstersthat took — pProcess

thelead in an uprisng againg a crusted regime,

making it arevolution of the norworking dass. That in itsalf isagain ademographicd factor, which causes
the pattern of this particular revolution to come back where it sarted. Demography influenced economy.
Economy influenced the cities. Findly the urban revolution caused by these centres of urban life originated

from the huge amount of youngdersthat populated them.

In the lag paragraph the factorsleading up to the revolution have been laid out and the geographicd
agpectsthat caused and preceded the revolution in Syriaare now dear. However, the am of thisthessisto
find out to wha extent the revolutionary process as awhole can be explained from ageographicad point of
view. Therefore the geographica aspects of the revolutionary processitsef ill need to be andyzed. An
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important element that can and mus be linked to geography in order to fully undergand it isthe use of
space, paticularly the use of urban space, asafadlitating factor. The most prominent patid aspects of the
revolution were the use of the city as a gpace of mobilization and the use of the city asthe playground of
revolution. As these processes proved to be of great importance for the surviva of the Syrian revolutionary
process, they will be discussed in the following paragreph.

We learned that during the ingitutiondisation phase Loca Coordination Committees were formed that
“took responghility for meeting, planning and organizing events on the ground within their own
communities’ (LCCSyria n.d.). It were these organizationsthat popped up in the cities and smal towns of
Syriaduring the early days of the revolutionary process, that have played an important role in the launch of
that process. By organizing eventsthe LCC s made sure that the newborn revolution remained in progress.
It isnot coincidentd that these committees came up in the Syrian cities. The potentid of forming socid
movements had aways been present in the citiesin the MENA-region, dthough it had never played arole
in socid change (Cagtells, 1983 in Roy, 2013). The fact that the formation of socid movements was put
somewhat on the backburner in Syriais probably because of tight government control. As earlier
mentioned on page 22 an organization such asthe Damascus Dedaration was dso dedling with arressand
prosecution once the regime found out about its exigence. However, in the wake of the Arab Sring and
with the knowledge that alarge part of society would back them, it seemed time for socid movementsto
take their opportunity and make a change. LCC s mushroomed in various cities and towns throughout Syria
and formed the organizationa backbone of the early revolutionary process. The citiesthemsalves formed
the gpaces of socid mobilization as networks of friends, families and colleagues quickly set up the
revolutionary committees. The ditiesinfragtructure in this case did not consst of highways, pipes, wires, or
cables, it formed “aplatform providing for and reproducing lifein the city” (Smone, 2004). The networks
of people that formed the LOC sare agood example of wha Smone (2004) cdls pedeasinfragrudure With
people asinfragtructure Smone meansthe process of cooperation, cagpable of generating an unanimous
front of people from avariety of various capacities and needs which atemptsto derive maxima outcomes
out of aminima amount of options. The people behind the LOC's condggted for alarge part of young
people, but were quickly joined by people from the middle- and higher classes of society. With just the use
of lgptops and mobile phones the revolutionary committees organized protests of in some cases saverd
hundreds of thousands of people, which surely isamaxima outcome from very limited means.

When agroup of people damed their right to the city, othersfollowed quickly. The forming of
the LCC s helped expanding Syrias réduicnukeire Once it became clear that relaively Smple actions as
mobilizing people through socid media could have huge effects every town in Syriathat joined the
uprisng againg the regime got their own Loca Coordination Committee. The people used their right to
the city to use it asa gpace of mobilization and in that way give body to what were jus thoughts and idess
about adifferent future. Those conceptions of what could and should happen to ensure aquditative
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growth in the persond lives of Syrias population turned into atangible revolutionary process once the city
was used to do 0.

During the Syrian revolutionary processthe city as space was acrucia element for the processto survive
and continue to exig. Gitiesthroughout the whole country became “ playgrounds of revolution”. In the
firg monthsit were the city greetstha were overflown with thousands of protesters openly quegtioning
the legitimacy of the Assad regime. Asthe revolutionary process prolonged, the cities became the
batlefidds whereupon the Free Syrian Army waged war againg the Syrian army.

During the firg three months of the revolutionary process the protesting crowds remaned
relaively pesceful, dthough the government repressed the protestsin increasingly violent manners The
people wanted change and cdaimed their right to the city by usng that exact right to the city. The city was
used asthe gage of protests as people gathered in front of officid buildings and other symbols of the
regime the people wanted gone.

However, the city only became of essentid for the revolutionaries once the non-violent protests
made way for armed conflict between them and the government. BEvery time Assad noticed that hisarmy’s
drategies were insufficient to end the revolutionary process, the level of violence used to quell the protests
wasincreased. Aswill be shown in the next paragraph, security forces origindly sarted with non-lethd riot
control. After ashort time they turned to lethd riot control, after which they turned to the besieging of
entire dities and towns. When the rebelsincreased in numbers, battleswere fought on the urban battlefields
of Syria. At acertain point Assad gpparantly decided to commit “ urbicide” asawegpon of lagt resort againgt
therebels Entire city digrictswere shelled, which resulted in the complete destruction of neighbourhoods
and the degth of hundreds of people, both rebelsand civilians.

Origindly security forces (police and amy) were deployed to control the mass protessin the city
centers. To do thisthey used teargas, watercannons and dressed in riot gear. Leter on thisrdatively
harmless methods were replaced with more lethd ones, when it became clear tha the protestswould not
be broken eadly. Non-violent protests kept occurring over the whole country and beeating down every
individua protest proved fruitlessfor the government. People kept returning onto the dreets, dthough the
government a thispoint had dready shown tha they were willing to use deadly force againg their own
citizens. Again, the regime changed tactics and the new drategy used by the amy was to besege entire
cditiesand towns, usng tanks, large amounts of soldiersand cutting off phone-, water- and eectricity
fadilities Gities such as Darda, Homs and Hamawere occupied by the Syrian army when the regime
atempted to end the revolution once and for dl. However, a this point the revolutionaries dso began to
resort to firearms. The amed revolutionaries were srongly outmanned and outgunned by the Syrian army,
which isthe reason they used guerillatactics (Syer, 2012). In the early days of what had become a civil
wa a'med rebels mostly relied on roadside bombs or improvised explosive devices (IED's) and snipers
capable of attacking the Syrian army unseen. Asthe conflict prolonged and the FSA was formed, their tactics
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did not change much. Of course the scale of the atacksincreased, because the FSA was capable of
organizing larger assaultsthan the amdler locd groups. However, mos operationswere sill based on hit-
and-run tactics, ambushes and other “dassic insurgent tactics’ (Enders & Landay, 2012). It wasthe city that
provided the rebels with the possbilitiesto engage the Syrian army in that way. Relétively narrow dreets
provided excellent spotsfor ambushes and planting explosves and buildings functioned as hiding spots
againg helicopters and aircraft. Also the large (armored) vehicles used by the government were hindered in
their movement by the urban environment and vulnerable to atack. The superiority of amore high-tech
army grongly decreasesin an urban environment (Graham, 2002). The FSA mainly uses guerilla- and hit-
and-run tacticsin their assaults on targets of the Syrian army (Brown Moses, 2013). They are forced to do
0, because the advantagesthe army holdsin both numbers and firepower would make classc warfare an
unwise choice for the FSA. Ehgaging the Syrian army in “ urban warfare” seemed like the smart thing to do
for the rebels. The urban space tha functions as the battlefield has given the rebel fightersthe chanceto
prolong their military campaign. The fact that rebels used the city asthe battlefield of their choice
intringcaly chdlenged and diminished the power of the Syrian army (Graham, 2002). If the battles would
have been fought in rurd areas of Syria, the Syrian army would probably have prevaled because they
would have had an enormous advantage in open terrain with their tanks, aircraft and helicopters.

The regime noticed that the rebelswere harder to defeat than initialy foreseen. For alagt timethe
army used adifferent srategy. Neighbourhoods known for housing amed rebelswere hit by artillery and
rocket barrages. The use of these powerful wegpons resulted in the complete dedtruction of buildings and
infragructure. The urban batlefield, that only worked againg the governments army, was systematicaly
destroyed. The Syrian regime committed urbicide in their own cities. The destruction of the hogtile (for
government forces) environment & the same time meant the creation of spacesthat made Syrian soldiers
lessvulnerable to rebel atacks. Ingtead of giving space the chance to determine the war, the war was
employed to determine the space (Sdmon, 2002 in Graham, 2002).

Urban warfare continuesin Syria, even a the moment of writing. The concrete battlefields of the
cities provide the rebels with possbilitiesto attack and retreat quickly. The city asthe “ playground of
revolution”, asafacilitating gpace for urban warfare has proven to be afactor of sgnificance for the
prolongation of the revolutionary process On the other contrary, the successthat the urban environment
meant for rebe forces resulted in the demolition of city centres, hogtile spacesto the regime. In order to
remove rebel forcesfrom their playgrounds of revolution, the regime decided to commit urbicide.

As presented in thisandysds geographicd factors have played an important rolein both the onsat and the
course of the Syrian revolutionary processin Syria A short overview of the geography of the revolution
will be given in the next chapter, accompanied by acritica evauation of thisthessand some
recommendationsfor potentid future research.
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Chapter Four - Concluson

At long last we can come back to the centrd question that wasthe origin of thisthess
Towhat edat anthereduicay praesin Sriakeeqdanafranagayghic pergpetive?

In order to formulate an answer to thiscentra question the geography of the Syrian revolutionary process
will once again and for the lagt time be presented. The results of the andysiswill be presented in acdear and
orderly manner. Frsily, the geographica factorsthat caused the revolution to unfold and the
interconnectedness between them will be discussed. Secondly, an overview of the geography of the
revolutionary process itsalf will be given. These brief descriptions of the outcomes of the andys's combined
will form the answer to the question which formed the beginning of thisthess Asindicated in the
introduction, one of the ams of thisthesswasto find out if the processesthat both caused the onset and
the continuation of the revolutionary processin Syriadso apply to other countriesin the region. In other
words, if the processes uncovered in thistheds could be used to explain the Arab Soring asawhole.
Therefore that matter will be briefly discussed in this chapter.

Besdesthe formulation of an answer to the centra quegtion this conduding chapter will dso
contain acritica evduation of thisthessand some recommendationsfor potentid future research.

The cause of the Syrian revolutionary processliesin the interconnected spheres of demography, economy
and urban life. The high fertility of Arab women has Ieft the entire MENA-region suck with ayouth bulge
of people between the agesof 15 and 24 (Mirkin, 2013, p. 7). There was not enough work to provide
every job seeker with ajob. This shortage was caused by an dready poor economy tha recently worsened
because of the globd economic criss The country smply had to ded with asurplus of young people
looking for work. Thisresulted in high youth unemployment, which caused awave of urbanisation asthe
jobless youngsters moved to the citiesin the hope of abetter future. The citiesonly grew in a quantitaive
way throughout the years, asthe government did not invest in quditative growth. The urban areas of Syria
became overcrowded and there were to little fadilities. The Stuation was worsened by incressing bread
prices, asaresult of aglobd wheat scarcity. People were denied ther right to the city, the right to use the
city asan ingrument to live their life. The only way for the people of Syriato aquire thisright wasto dter
socid life, this could only be done by opposing the government. However, a this point the fedings of
injudtice had not yet grown large enough to make the people face their repressive government. That
moment came when the people of other countriesin the region opposed their regimes and claimed their
freedom. The dtuation of those people increased as dictatorswere expdled. The people of Syrianow felt
relative deprivation, they were worse of than the people in neighbouring countries. At this point the causd
gructure that preceded the revolution came full circle. Demography influenced the economy and that
combination led to urbanisation, which in the end caused the rdduianukeine However, if it was not for the
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initid revolutionariesto organize protests and openly dam their rights the revolution would not have set
off a that point. In the end it were the young revolutionaries, originating from the large youth bulge, tha
directly garted the revolutionary process. In Syriathe revolution againg the regime began as arevolution of
the mworking dass. The causa loop thus again touched demography after it passed economy and the
urban factor.

Asamatter of fact more or lessthe same process did d <o take place in other MENA-countries that
were afected by the Arab Sring. Practicdly the same could be said @bout the garting point of the Arab
Soring, Tunisa, but aso about Egypt, Libyaand Yemen (Mirkin, 2013).

Not only the factorsthat caused the revolution have been to alarge extent geographicd, aso the
revolutionary process itself was characterized by geogrgphica aspects. Asthe revolution in Syriacould be
characterized as an urban revolution, the cities have played an important role in theinitid stages of the
process. The city was used as a gpace of mobilization wherein Locd Coordination Committees organized
meass proteds againg the regime through an infregrudured pade The city as mobilizing space has played a
largerolein the growth of the revolution.

The city dso played an important role asthe space wherein battles were fought during later phases
of the revolutionary process, when the vertica revolution from below had dready turned into acivil war.
The urban infragtructure provided the rebelswith opportunitiesto succesfully oppose anumericdly and
technologicaly superior opponent. The tactics used by rebel forceswasfindly countered by the Syrian
army with the strategy of urbicide, the deliberate destruction of entire urban areas. By doing o the
“playground of revolution” and the advantagesit held for the rebelswas deducted to ruins, which
improved the chances of the Syrian army considerably

Geography has played an important role in the Syrian revolutionary process. As shown both the phases
prior to the launch and the course of the actud revolution can be properly andyzed from a geographicd
point of view. Many of the factorsthat are part of the revolutionary processto some extent have a
geographicd character. Looking a the Syrian revolutionary process from agpatid point of view has proven
to be both an interesting and useful way to explain it. The geographica aspects of revolution that came
forward in thisthess are certainly generdizable to some extent for other revolutions, especidly other
revolutionsthat were part of the Arab Sring. Asmentioned earlier every stuation ishowever different and
each individua case hasto be placed in itsown context. It would therefore be unfair to gae that the causes
of the Syrian revolutionary process are point for point goplicable to dl other casesin the Arab Sring. The
fact remainstha might be quite some overlap in the causd sructures of the various revolutionsthat
occurred recently in the MENA-region.

This research has been based on reports about eventsin Syriathat the writerswitnessed firghand, or got
directly from people who have witnessed it and sourcestha andyzed those firghand gtories. To ensure a
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proper objective research multiple newspapers from various countries have been used. However, the
biggest weakness of thisresearch remainsthat it is completely based on what other people (journdigs,
researchers, revolutionaries, regime loydigs) wrote. It would considerably srengthen the daimsmadein
thisthessif future research isactudly held in Syriawith afocuson field research.

Also for ingance politicd factors, both natiiona and internationd, have not been induded in the andydsin
thisthess, asone of the main goaswasto look & the Stuation from a purely geogrgphica point of view. It
is dbsolutely recognized that other agpects outsde the geographicd sphere dso played arole in the Syrian
revolutionary process, but in order to hold aclear focus on the patid sde of the sory some agpects have
not been given asmuch regard asthey might have deserved. This could dso be taken into account for
future research projects. It might be very interegting to find out exactly which influence different politicd,
ethnicd or religiousfactors had on the Syrian revolutionary process.
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